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My Fellow Justinians:

It is an honor to be your President during our Centennial 
Celebration year, and we have a lot to celebrate. For 100 years, the
 Justinian Society of Lawyers has been a driving force in ensuring
 Italian-Americans are recognized, respected, and revered in our communities
 for not only our culture and great cuisine but as hardworking professionals
 and leaders. While our Society has supported the legal community for the last
century, we have also always had a strong presence in Society and civics at large. 

A lot is going on during my Presidential year. The year started with the 
Installation of Officers in May at the Chicago Yacht Club, which was the first 
“in-person” bar function in the area. A very special thank you to Immediate Past-
President Judge Regina Scannicchio and to the many hands that helped put the
event together making it a lot of fun while keeping everyone safe during a global
pandemic. It was great to finally get back together, break bread, and reunite with
our extended famiglia. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

On the exact date of our initial charter, we celebrate our Centennial today, 
October 21, 2021 at the Galleria Marchetti. This is a huge accomplishment for
 our Society. We want to thank every one of you who have come celebrate with
 us, especially all the Past-Presidents and our brothers and sisters from DuPage
 County, Lake County, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, and Ohio. It is down to our Past-Presidents that we are able to celebrate our
Society’s 100 birthday. These are the men and women that are the pillars upon which we stand today and why the
generations to come will have a place to support one another professionally, culturally, and personally.

Additionally, we thank all the donors generously supporting our “100 for $100,000” initiative helping to secure our
 next 100 years. Each $1,000 donation to our Endowment Fund will ensure we continue to assist children’s charities 
and provide scholarships to assist our future attorneys with the cost of law school. 



We are doing other great things this year for the Italian American community, including taking
on the fight against the Chicago Park District (and the Mayor’s Office) to return the Columbus
Statue to Arrigo Park. Members of our Society - Enrico Mirabelli, Frank Sommario, Anthony
Onesto and myself - are part of a legal team to advise the Joint Civic Committee of Italian
Americans and represent it in its litigation against the Chicago Park District. JSOL also
celebrated Columbus and his accomplishments with a beautifully decorated Centennial float in
Chicago’s Columbus Day Parade. Thank you to all Justinian families and friends who packed
the float showing Chicagoans and the Mayor our Italian American pride that has been ever-
present for a century.  

Another great event that will round out the close of 2021 is our Honorary Night on November
18, 2021, at Gibson’s Italia, wherein I will be presenting the Award of Excellence to our Past-
President and my good friend, Frank Sommario. Frank’s involvement and tireless work for the
Society, our profession, and Italian-Americans at large has been an inspiration to many and
make him such a well-deserving recipient. We will also be presenting our Justinian Society Law
Student Scholarships that night as well as honoring the members of the bench that have been
Justinian members and supporters of the Society. 

My father, Umberto Davi, joined the Justinian Society of Lawyers in 1982 when I was almost 
12 years old. I had the fortune of being at his installation as President of the Society in 1995. 
During those many years, he would occasionally bring me to the dinner meetings, and I 
remember that everyone was so inviting, the food was always great, and it felt like sitting at my
Nona’s dining room table. Mostly, I remember going to the Como Inn, which makes it only 
fitting that we celebrate our Centennial with the Marchetti family. JP Marchetti, his team at
Galleria Marchetti, and the members of the Centennial Committee have worked hard to ensure
that our Celebration is one that will be remembered for the next 100 years. 

Thank you for being a part of this historical year. Your presence at our events and support of our initiatives is vital to the Society’s
continued growth into the next 100 years!

Grazie Mille!  Ciao!!
Dion U. Davi, President, Justinian Society of Lawyers, October 21, 2021



Participate in civic and
community affairs so as to
ensure the enduring respect
of the legal system.

Foster a spirit of
collegiality through social
and professional events;

The mission of the Justinian Society of Lawyers is to: 

Promote the
professionalism of its
members;
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Thank you for all of your hard work making tonight such a success! 
CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE
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To contribute positively to the
community by supporting
young people aspiring to

practice law and by providing
for children in need.
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Catherine R. Locallo, Member
Hon. Lisa A. Marino, Member
Katherine A. Amari O’Dell, Member
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All proceeds benefit the
Justinian Society of Lawyers

Endowment Fund, a 501(c)(3)
Non-Profit Organization. Your

contribution is tax-deductible to
the extent allowed by law.





REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

Please join us for a special evening celebrating the contributions of time, talent and
resources, given by Justinian Society of Lawyers Members to further the Children's

Endowment Fund and its mission to assist and aid disadvantaged or disabled children,
without regard to ethnicity, race or religion.

 

Registration and payment online facilitates an enjoyable check-in experience, 
and is greatly appreciated.

www.justinians.org

Children's Endowment Fund Dinner
March 17, 2022

6:00 pm Cocktails | 7:00 pm Dinner 
LUXBAR, 18 East Bellevue, Chicago

 Member – $70.00 | Non-Member – $80.00 | Student Member – $60.00
 

All proceeds benefit The Justinian Society of Lawyers Endowment Fund, a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.
 Contributions are tax deductible to the extent of the law.



PAST MEMORIES
HAPPY MEMORIES & SPECIAL TIMES 

Let's walk through memory lane, as we

celebrated many anniversaries,

installations, dinners and fundraisers

on the way to our Centennial.

 Thank you for sharing your memories.

 We are more than a Society;
 we are a Family!



PAST PRESIDENTS
BUILDING THE FUTURE WITH US

Hon. John DeGrazia*
Hon. George L. Quilici* 

George J. Spatuzza* 
Thomas H. Landise* 

Joseph R. Orrico* 
Rocco DeStefano*

John Blase Meccia*
Henry M. Tufo*

Peter D Gianchini*
John D. Defeo*

Giuseppe E. Zaffina*
Scott J. Vitell*

Emil M. Caliendo*

Hon. Gloria G. Coco, Ret.
Joseph M. Gagliardo

Umberto S. Davi
Anthony B. Ferraro
Enrico J. Mirabelli
Michael V. Favia

James J. Morici Jr.
Leonard S. DeFranco 

John G. Locallo 
Antonio M. Romanucci

Thomas M. Battista
John C. Sciaccotta
Hon. Lisa A. Marino

Hon. Celia Guzaldo Gamrath 
Franco A. Coladipietro

Mauro Glorioso
Donald J. Storino, Jr.

Cristina Mungai
Katherine A. Amari O’Dell

Gregg A. Garofalo
Hon. Robert W. Bertucci, Ret.

Anita M. DeCarlo
Jessica T. DePinto
Frank A. Sommario

Michael F. Bonamarte, IV 
Vincent R.Vidmer
Natalie M. Petric

Hon. Regina Scannicchio (2021)

* Deceased  

Gerard A. Serritella*
Joseph O. Rubinelli*
James S. Montana*
Benjamin Daidone*

Hon. Anthony J. Mentone*
Frank Benestante*

Robert S. Clementi*
Dominic A. Tesauro*

Alfred E. Gallo*
Arnold A. Silvestri*
Anthony R. Chiara*
John G. Spatuzza*
Charles C. Porcelli*

Chronological Order

Frank J. Scarpelli*
Lawrence X. Pusateri*

Antone F. Gregorio*
Hon. Carl J. Cipolla*
Victor C. Cacciatore*

Hon. Angelo D. Mistretta*
Anthony J. Fornelli*

Vito D. DeCarlo*
Hon. Gerald L. Sbarbaro*
Hon. Anthony J. Scotillo*

Hon. Benjamin A. DiGiacomo*
Oscar P. Chiappori*
 Frank V. Salerno*

Anthony A. DiGrazia*
Bernard B. Rinella 
Leonard F. Amari

Roger F. Maritote*
Hon. Charles E. Porcellino* ·

Jack P. Cerone
Richard B. Caifano

Hon. Michael J. Pope
Hon. Bruno J. Tassone, Ret.

Salvatore J. Tornatore 
Jerome A. DePalma

Richard J. Caldarazzo
Joseph F. Locallo Jr.

Michael D. Monico
Anthony C. Erbacci

Hon. James L. Allegretti 
Joseph G. Bisceglia



THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS
DONORS WHO HAVE MADE

DONATIONS CONTRIBUTING TO
THE DRIVE TO RAISE $100,000 IN

SUPPORT OF THE CHILDREN'S
ENDOWMENT FUND AND THE LAW

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FUND.

100 for $100K
Leonard F. Amari

Katherine Amari O'Dell
Anonymous
Anonymous

Hon. Patrice M. Ball-Reed
Thomas M. Battista
Michael R. Bertucci

Hon. Robert W. Bertucci, (Ret.) 
Joseph G. Bisceglia

Michael F. Bonamarte
Perry J. Browder

Gabe M. Caporale
Jack P. Cerone

Hon. Gloria G. Coco, Ret. 
Richard M. Colombik

Anthony C. Cuda
Matthew T. Dattilo

Dion U. Davi
Jessica T. DePinto

Diversity Scholarship Foundation
Robert J. DiSilvestro

Stephen P. DiSilvestro
Lawrence J. Disparti
Anthony B. Ferraro
Robert W. Fioretti

Joseph M. Gagliardo
 

Hon. Celia G. Gamrath
Joseph P. Glimco
Michael R. Grieco

Thomas A. Jaconetty
Kenneth A. Jenero

Catherine R. Locallo
John G. Locallo

Bruno R. Marasso
Hon. Lisa A. Marino

Hon. Diann K. Marsalek
Christopher R. McCleary

Dr. Mary A. Milano
Enrico J. Mirabelli

Brian T. Monico
Michael D. Monico

James J. Morici
John J. Perconti

Michael D. Pisano
Elizabeth A. Pope-Tiesenga

Bernard B. Rinella
Antonio M. Romanucci

John Romanucci
Hon. Regina A. Scannicchio

Frank A. Sommario
Donald J. Storino, Jr. 

Bruno J. Tassone
Salvatore J. Tornatore

 



 Ron  Aeschliman
Hon. James L. Allegretti

Hon. Amee E. Alonso
 Leonard F. Amari

 Katherine A. Amari O'Dell
 John L. Ambrogi

 Anthony J. Amelio
Hon. Sam L. Amirante

Hon. Marina E. Ammendola
 Donald J. Angelini
 William V. Angelo
 Gabriel J. Aprati
 Vincent J. Arrigo

Hon. Patrice M. Ball-Reed
 Ronald J. Banks

 Thomas M. Battista
 Jean M. Bax

 Charles R. Bernardini
 Jessica A. Bertino

 Michael R. Bertucci
Hon. Robert W. Bertucci, Ret.

 Joell C. Bisceglia
 Joseph G. Bisceglia

 Elise M. Blandin
 Michael F. Bonamarte, IV

 David A. Bonoma
 Perry J. Browder
 Robert H. Butzow

 Michael M. Cabonargi

 Tomas  Cabrera
 Richard B. Caifano

 Daniel T. Calandriello
 Richard J. Caldarazzo

 Leonard B. Cannata
 Michael H. Cantieri

 Christopher V. Carini
 Michael Castaldo, Jr.

Hon. Frank B. Castiglione
Hon. Joseph M. Cataldo

 Jack P. Cerone
Hon. Jill Cerone-Marisie

 Brianna A. Christiano
Hon. Elizabeth Ciaccia-Lezza

 Angelo A. Ciambrone
 Victor F. Ciardelli

Hon. Gloria G. Coco, Ret.
 Franco A. Coladipietro

 Jac A. Cotiguala
 Anthony C. Cuda
 John P. Curielli

 Matthew T. Dattilo
 Dion U. Davi

Umberto S. Davi
 Paul R. Davies

 Gabriel J. De Matteo
 Anita M. DeCarlo

 Anthony J. DeJulius
 Jon W. DeMoss

  Jerome A. DePalma
 Jessica T. DePinto

Nora A Devine
 Riccardo A. Di Monte

 Frank R. DiFranco
 Debra  DiMaggio
 Joseph P. DiPino

 Robert J. DiSilvestro
 Stephen P. DiSilvestro
 Lawrence J. Disparti

 Frank E. DiVito
 Jessica A. Dolbi

 Gerald T. Donoghue
 Robert K. Downs

 Cristin McDonald Duffy
 Bridget Duignan
 Dominic  Erbacci

 Anthony M. Farace
 Anthony B. Ferraro

 David  Figlioli
 Paul G. Finizio

Hon. Robert W. Fioretti
Hon. Barbara  Flores
Hon. Michael A. Forti

 Anthony  Fuga
 Timothy A. Gambacorta

Hon. William G. Gamboney
Hon. Celia G. Gamrath

 Gregg A. Garofalo

  Daniel C. Gentile
 Joseph J. Giacalone

 Nicholas L. Giampietro
 Joseph A Giannelli

Suzanne Favia Gillen
 Nicholas C. Giordano

 Christine A. Giovannelli
 Jospeh A. Giralamo III

 Celina  Glitta
 Mauro Glorioso

Hon. Megan  Goldish
 Michael R. Grieco
 Monica J.Gurgiolo

Jeffrey S. Harris
 John S. Hillock

Hon. Thomas E. Hoffman
 Tullio E. Iacono

 Joseph L. Inzano
Hon. Anthony J. Iosco, Ret.

 Anthony L. Ivone
 Thomas A. Jaconetty

 Kenneth A. Jenero
 Mark L. Karno

 Shawn S. Kasserman
 Stephen M. Komie

 Anna P. Krolikowska
 Matthew C. Kromm

 John J. Lag
 Christopher V. Langone

We Are Grateful to our Centennial Membership!



John S. LaMantia
 Mark A. LaRose

 Leonard J. LeRose
 Sarah M. LeRose

 John C. Lillig
Hon. Thomas J. Lipscomb, Ret.

 Peter G. Lisuzzo
 John G. Locallo

 Catherine R. Locallo
 Joseph F. Locallo, III
 Joseph F. Locallo, Jr.

 Nicholas V. Loizzi
 Lisa M. Longo

 Dominic C. LoVerde
 Robert J. Lovero

 Ken  Lubinski
 Kent M. Lucaccioni
 Anthony D. Lucafo
 Andrew R. Manno
 Bruno R. Marasso
 Joseph R. Marconi

 Nina  Mariano
 Jim  Marino

Hon. Lisa A. Marino
Hon. Diann K. Marsalek
Nichole M. Massarello

 Andrew J. Mazzuca
 Christopher R. McCleary

 Eric J. Meli

 Ronald J. Mentone
 Carla R. Michelotti

 Joseph F. Milito
 Michael G. Miller

 Erica C. Minchella
 Michael H. Minton
 Enrico J. Mirabelli

 Brian T. Monico
 Michael D. Monico

 James S. Montana, Jr.
 James J. Morici, Jr.

 Cristina Mungai
 Gino P. Naughton

 William L. Niro
 John L. Nisivaco

 Anthony J. Onesto
 Vincent A. Oppedisano

 Samuel A. Orticelli
Hon. Thomas P. Panichi

Hon. Luciano  Panici
 Anthony V. Panzica
 Theresa L. Panzica
 Giambattista  Patti
 Anthony J. Pavone
 Frank P. Pellegrini

Hon. Richard F. Pellegrino
 John J. Perconti
 Robert J. Perna

 
 

 Frank A. Perrecone
 Christopher L. Petrarca

 Natalie M. Petric
Hon. Angela M. Petrone

Stephen D. Phillips
 Stephen J. Phillips
 Gina A. Piemonte
 Michael D. Pisano
 Nicole M. Pisano

 Michael A. Pizzuto
 

Hon. Michael J. Pope
 Richard L. Pullano

 Matteo Rago
 David Rallo

 Dominick P. Ranallo
Justice Jesse G. Reyes

Bernard B. Rinella
 Tracy M. Rizzo

 Gabrielle C. Romano
 Antonio M. Romanucci



 Patrick A. Salvi
 Patrick A. Salvi, II
 Dennis D. Sassan

 Claire Savaglio
 Frank J. Savaiano

Hon. Regina A. Scannicchio
 Nancy Schiavone

 John C. Sciacccotta
Hon. John J. Scotillo

 Nancy S. Scotillo
Justin K. Seigler
 Frank J. Serio

 Thomas G. Siracusa
 Louis V. Siracusano
 Frank A. Sommario

 George Santo Spataro
John D. Spina

Joseph J. Spingola
 Charles A. Spinuzza

 Jared B. Staver
 Alon Stein

 Donald J. Storino
Hon. Bruno J. Tassone, Ret.

 Salvatore J. Tornatore
Hon. Andreana A. Turano

 Daniel J. Ugaste
Gaetano Urgo

 Michael J. Urgo, Jr.
 Carlos A. Vera

 Vincent R. Vidmer
 Sonni C. Williams

 Mark E. Wojcik
 Joseph A. Zarlengo

 David A. Zulkey
 

STUDENT
MEMBERSHIIP

Elizabeth Aguzino-Reynolds
Adriana Bosco

Jacqueline Brown
Andrea Carro
Rebecca Day

Peter Douthard
Carla Duca

Jessica Fenton
Brian Flomer
Giana Galle

Alyssa Garofalo
Joseph Iacullo

Savannah Markel
Isabella Mazzanti

Nicole Pacilio
Jordin Pearson

Zachary R. Peifer
Olivia Raimondi
Mario Ruffolo
Cara Sawyer

 Sabrina Scardamaglia
Krista Solano

James Vallone
Megan Verhey
Nicholas Zito

(Note:  member l ist  as of  10/20/21)  



PAST MEMORIES
HAPPY MEMORIES & SPECIAL TIMES 

Let's walk through memory lane, as we

celebrated many anniversaries,

installations, dinners and fundraisers

on the way to our Centennial.

 Thank you for sharing your memories.

 We are more than a Society;
 we are a Family!



In September 1981, was one of the most memorable and joyous day
of my legal life, next to the day I found out I passed the bar exam and
the day I was sworn in on November 18, 1964, in Springfield, Illinois.

To be selected by your peers to head the greatest ethnic bar
association in America is awesome.

The installation dinner in September 1982 was the largest attended
ever. There was 780 people in attendance. The affair was so large it
had to be moved from the Palmer House to the Americana Congress
Hotel.

I was fortunate enough to convince Joseph Cardinal Bernardine to
accept an award from our Society which was not easy to do since at
first he thought this was a political event. I explained that he was
dealing with and interpreting Canon Law and this was an organization
that dealt with Common Law.

That same year we started a perpetual fund with $40,000.00, which I
believe is still in existence.

Once again I am truly honored to have served as president and still
remain an active member. I thank all past and present members and
wish the best success to all present and future members. Grazia
Tante!

Jack P. Cerone, Past President (1981-1982) 

MEMORIES OF PAST PRESIDENTS 
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION



It was 1982 and the Justinian Society had become one of the most 
influential ethnic Bar Associations in Cook County. Under the
leadership of past presidents Leonard Amari, Jack Cerone and Charles Porcellino, young Italian American lawyers and law
students were provided the opportunity to meet, learn, and enjoy companionship with Italian American Judges and attorneys
willing to share their time and experience. A significant stream of mentoring was established by the Society before Mentoring
took on greater significance within the legal community in later years. Influenced by Judge Gerald Sbarbaro in 1983, the
Justinian Society took on a significant role in the formation of a National Italian American Bar Association. It was a time of
forming personal and professional relationships that have lasted a lifetime. Che Dio vi Benedica.

MEMORIES OF
PAST PRESIDENTS 

At the installation dinner as President of the Justinian Society, I had the
honor of introducing “The Prince of the Church” Joseph Cardinal
Bernardin. His story parallels many of ours. A story of a hardworking
family struggling to see the dream of their son come true. Accompanying
myself and the Cardinal is Cook County Alderman Frank Damato. 



My involvement with the Justinian Society of Lawyers has been richly
rewarding to me professionally and personally. Although I have been
involved in a number of bar associations during my legal career,
includ- ing as a past President of the Illinois State Bar Association,
none has had more of an impact on me than the Justinian Society, for
which I was honored to serve as President in 1992-93. The deep
personal long-lasting relationships I have developed with other
Justinian members, including all of those who have served as Presi-
dent, have immeasurably enriched my life. 

I was proud to serve as President during what was the “quincentenary”
(500th anniversary) of Columbus’ voyage from Europe across the
Atlantic to what is now known as the Americas. There was
considerable controversy even then about Columbus as a positive
image for Italian-Americans, which I addressed in my inaugural
speech, concluding that the positive outweighed the negative. During
my term I was proud to have created a Membership Directory with
information about members’ practice areas to create a more
meaningful resource for the Society including as a referral network,
expanded the role of Nina Albano Vidmer as Executive As- sistant,
whose efforts were invaluable in developing the Society as a more
efficient and professionally run organization, and was especially
honored to have (finally) turned over the Presidency of the Society to a
woman -Gloria Coco - the first in its then 72 year history to serve in
that role. 

I am proud to be a lawyer, and equally proud of my heritage, and was
fortunate and honored to have celebrated and displayed that pride as
a Justinian President.  



As a young lawyer, with no friends or family in the profession, Richard Caifano, my law school trial
professor, invited me to a Justinian Society of Lawyers luncheon. It was there that I met men and
women who would be a part of my personal and professional life for the next 40 years. Those men and
women became my “ older brothers and sisters”, as well as those with whom I have grown up 
with in the legal profession. To this day, in many cases they are my first call when I have something to
       celebrate or when I must share sad news. To this day, I remember my first meeting and I am
            forever grateful to Richard for the invitation and grateful for the friendships I have made
            throughout the years!

          Salvatore J. Tornatore, Past President (1985-1986) 

My experience as President of the Justinian Society was filled with
great feelings of pride and camaraderie with other Officers, Members
and Past Presidents. As President, I established a schedule of
speakers, so that each monthly dinner had an educational
component, which was valuable to all lawyers, but especially the
newer lawyers. It was not only an educational experience, but an
opportunity to network with the speakers who were leaders in the
legal community. My experience as a Justinian and Past President
has led to lifelong friendships  which I treasure.

Joseph M. Gagliardo, Past President (1994-1995)

MEMORIES OF PAST PRESIDENTS 
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION



                                               My experience as Sometime in the year of our Lord 1960, around
                                                    5-6pm, at 10 years of age, I attended my first Justinian Society
                                                      of Law yers (JSL) event in the Chicago Room at the Legendary
                                                      Como Inn with my father, Samuel J. Coco, who was one of the
                                                      original members of the JSL. I do recall how his colleagues like
                                                      Mr. Yelmini, John Meccia, James Montana, Mr. Mirabella,
                                                      Dominic Tesauro, Al Gallo, Carl  Cipolla, and Victor Cacciatore, just
                                                      to name a few, embraced their professional fellowship while
                                                     celebrating their Italian and Sicilian Heritage coupled with the
                                                practice of law! 

Often during college, and throughout law school, I attended a number of JSL events which
heightened my commitment to the philosophy and importance of Ethnic Bar membership. 
One day while walking down La Salle Street with my father, he introduced me to a very special
attorney Richard Caifano, and the rest is history. 

As a young female lawyer in the 80’s, I was blessed to experience the fellowship, support, and
mentorship of my JSL colleagues who guided, encouraged, and lauded my professional goals. Since
women in the law were not as plentiful as now, my fellow Justinians were the brothers, I biologically
never had...Justices Scariano, Gigante, Rizzi, Judges Cipolla, Barbaro, Porcellino,Tassone, DiVito,
and Pope, Attorneys Amari, Cerone, Caifano, Tornatore, DePalma, Caldarazzo, Locallo, Monico,
Erbacci, Gagliardo, Ferraro, Davi, Allegretti, and Bisceglia, etc., etc., etc.! 

In 1988, President Joseph F. Locallo afforded me the great honor to become the first female
secretary since the JSL was chartered in 1921, with ascendency to the Office of President in 1993.
The Honorees of the 1993 Annual Installation and Awards Dinner were Geraldine Ferraro, the First
Woman Vice Presidential Candidate of the USA, and actor Dennis Farina who both enhanced the
grandeur of the event. Sadly, my father and mother Sam and Grace Coco both died the year before.
However, I felt their spirit of celebration and pride the night of my installation as President! 

As President, I introduced the First Justinian Mass and Brunch, the calendar cards, and the first
Ethnic Bar Presidents Pot Luck Dinner attended by a great JSL supporter, Steve Anderson of the
ISBA. The Justinian Society of Lawyers enhanced my professional endeavors, and afforded me the
opportunity to cultivate life-long friendships! 

Hon. Gloria G. Coco, ret., Past President (1993-1994)



During my presidency of the Justinian Society of Lawyers, a few of the things that stand out 
to me include the family trip we took to Washington D.C. and our tour of the White House.
We also hosted a very successful golf outing that set a record at the time with a net profit of $16,000. 

Continuing in our traditions, we had a Justinian Family Mass at Casa Italia. In December, we
enjoyed “The Ballo Di Natale,” a wonderful Christmas black tie dinner dance held at The Drake
Hotel. I recall at one point during a break from karaoke, we could see across to the gazebo at Oak
Street Beach where a young couple was getting engaged. It was a fantastic way to help the Society
move from one millennium to another in 1999-2000. 

MEMORIES OF PAST PRESIDENTS 

P - I had great pride in being able to assume the role of president of an organization consisting of so many
talented judges, lawyers, and other professionals from other bar associations and other ethnic groups. 

E - We have, to this day, enjoyment in celebrating the essence of the Italian ethnicity with food, holidays,
traditions, and an introduction to varied cultural distinctions from Italian region to region. 

A - There is the affirmation that Italians play a significant role in Chicago’s his- tory and future as well as
the history and future of the State of Illinois and the United States of America. 

C - We create a continuation of the traditions of our founding members and our ancestors with the
opportunity to pass these traditions onto succeeding generations. 

E - I have had the privilege experiencing life at its fullest by living life, not only through my
family and our profession, but also through a close community of ethnically related lawyers
whose presence, and essence, was instilled in me so deeply from the time I joined the
Justinian Society of Lawyers to the time I became one of its past presidents in 1996. 



Leading the Society, even for a brief time, is an honor equal to none, and I have served 3
Governors and a U.S. President. The spirit and camaraderie of the men and women who make
 up this organization are the qualities that make us better people. As a President, we simply hold
the wheel as the members steer toward friendship and success. May the next 100 years blaze
                                                                                                         new trails and chart new courses. 

I was raised as a traditional Italian-American daughter with parents who be- lieved deeply in education
and encouraged me to find mentors who I could trust, learn, and benefit from. From day one of law
school, I joined the Justinian Society and became the great beneficiary of the members’ wisdom,
knowledge, friendship, mentorship, coaching, and opportunities I never imagined. But standing on the
shoulders of incredibly supportive feminist men and a few women (there were only a few at the time!), 
I strived to achieve what they believed I could and immersed myself into the Justinian Society. 

Hard work? Yes. But I loved every moment of working together with Justinians for the common good. 

Without judges like Gino DiVito and Anthony Scariano and lawyers like Leonard Amari and John
Locallo, I would not have become a Justinian Society president and certainly not a judge. They broke
barriers for themselves, and for Justinian sisters and daughters like me. In 2006, I was only the third
female president, so it is rewarding to see other women follow and achieve the dreams of our visionary
founding members. 



The Justinian Society meant a great deal to me, especially early in my career. I became a student member
my first semester of law school and never looked back. I attended virtually all of the monthly meetings
and dinners and my mentor was Joe Gagliardo, and we are still close friends. Being active in the Society
allowed me to become an officer through the appointment process as recommended by Thomas Battista,
president at that time. I took my role quite seriously and did what I could to make my presidency, 2008-
2009, as welcoming and open to new membership as possible. That said, during my presidency I made it
a point to visit every Illinois law school and encourage membership. The golf outing, as is usually the
case, is at the beginning of one’s term and having it at Oak Creek Golf Course in OakBrook with Illinois
Supreme Court Justice Robert Thomas as my awardee made it rather special. 
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That was accented further by the Installation Dinner, as usual at the Palmer House. Retired Illinois Supreme Court Justice Moses Harrison, a dear and
special friend, provided me the honor and privilege of swearing me in that evening. It was made even more special by having Joe Gagliardo, along with
Vince Lombardi Jr., son of the legendary football coach, as my awardees. At my request, Mr. Lombardi, a lawyer and public speaker, made the trip from
Arizona to Chicago in order to be a part of the Justinian Society dinner. The entire year was a highlight of my professional career and concluded with the
May 2009 meeting wherein Illinois Supreme Court Justice Thomas Fitzgerald accepted my invitation to swear in the new slate of officers. I was
delighted to have Judge Robert Bertucci accept as the newest officer in the Society. As stated, I truly valued and appreciated all the members of the
Justinian Society and did whatever I could to further its goals. I felt richly rewarded by the experience. None of this could have been without the
generous love and support of my family: my wife, Pearl; my daughter, Mary; and my son, Nicholas. Thank you for the opportunity to serve. 

Mauro Glorioso, Past President (2008-2009) 

I was honored to be 5th woman President of the Society during its 90th Year Anniversary. My presidency
was the first legacy as my father was President of the Society back in 1978-1979. Since then, we have had
a few more legacies including Vito and Anita DeCarlo, Anthony Fornelli and Natalie Petric, and Umberto and
Dion Davi. During my year, I implemented, with the assistance of Past President Richard Caifano, the newly
formed Mentoring Committee with the Illinois Supreme Court approved CLE credits for the 
           lawyer-to-lawyer mentoring program. Lastly, we launched an innovated website in the
             fall of 2011 allowing the Society to advance to the 21st Century.

              Katherine Amari O’Dell, Past President (2011-2012) 



In November of 1969, I attended my first Justinian meeting - in those days they were held on the
second floor of the old Chicago Bar Association building at 29 S. LaSalle in the Presidents’ Room
on the second floor. I didn’t know any attorneys, none, and certainly no Justinians. I walked into the
meeting knowing a soul. I walked to the bar and there were two young lawyers standing there and,
like me, also their first meeting, Dick Caifano and the late Charlie Porcellino. We were best friends
and colleagues from that moment on. 

Tony Fornelli was the president, who figuratively and literally put his arms around me and served
as my role model, mentor and friend for the next 50 years, along with other giants of the profession
and our Italian lawyers’ organizer at that time, such as Vito DeCarlo, Larry Pusateri, Fred
Lambruschi, Gerry Sbarbro, Angelo Mistretta, Jack Cerone and many others. Everything I
accomplished as a lawyer and bar leader, I owe to these people and other members our beloved
Society. My best friends are brother and sister Justinians. 

All my partners are active Justinians, five of the seven of us had the great honor of serving as
Justinian Presidents. In no small part, we have a successful boutique law firm (exclusively real
estate tax reduction work) because of the support and referrals of our brother and sister
Justinians. God bless the Justinian Society of Lawyers and its members. 

Leonard F. Amari, Past President (1978-1979) 

 liIllinois Supreme Court Chief Justice Moses W
Harrison (second from Left) receiving the Justinian

Mentoring Award upon his retirement from the
bench, pictured with (l to r) Dom DiFrisco, Judge

Tony Scotillo and Leonard F. Amari. 



The theme for my presidency year was “Generosity and Humility”. I had
explained that “Generosity” was defined as “the quality of being kind,
understanding, and not selfish: the quality of being generous; especially:
willingness to give money and other valuable things to others”, and that
“Humility” was defined as “the quality or state of not thinking you are
better than other people: the quality or state of being humble.” In
addition to the work we do as lawyers, the Justinian Society of Lawyers
has always helped others such as by giving scholarships to needy law
students, giving grants to entities that aid disadvantaged or disabled
children, and mentoring young lawyers, as we once were those young
lawyers who needed that very same help and mentoring. This to me is
what we as the Justinian Society of Lawyers are, should be, and
continue to be. We “practice” law in our areas of law throughout our
career and we always can better ourselves and continue to learn more
through CLEs, research, and experience. Throughout our Society today,
we continue to have many examples of those who are generous in their
giving of money and time and as well as by being humble. 



My time as the President of the Justinian Society is a time I will
always look back upon with the fondest of memories. Those
memories stay with me because of the deep connections and
friendships I’ve made with so many fellow Justinians. I feel a great
sense of pride to have served as the Society’s President. I only hope
that I made some impact and represented the Society and its
members in a deserving light. 
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PAST MEMORIES
HAPPY MEMORIES & SPECIAL TIMES 

 We are more than a Society;
 we are a Family!





























Congratulations to 
The Justinian Society of Lawyers

 on the occasion of its 100th Anniversary!







COONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
Dion DaviDion Davi

 PRESIDENT OOF THE JUSTINIAN SOCIETY OF LAWYERSSPRESIDENT OF THE JUSTINIAN SOCIETY OF LAWYERS
AND THE OFFICERSAND THE OFFICERS

COMPLIMENTI CENT’ANNI 
JUSTINIAN SOCIETY OF LAWYERS

             Let us not forget we are the sons and daughters of Italian immigrants.
                Let us not forget our heritage. Let us not forget our legacy.

BRRUNO J. TASSONE, RETIRED JUDGEBRUNO J. TASSONE, RETIRED JUDGE
ATTORNEY AT LLAW OF COUNSEL TO ROMANUCCI AND BLANDINATTORNEY AT LAW OF COUNSEL TO ROMANUCCI AND BLANDIN

CATASTTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEYSCATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEYS





“Cent’anni piu!”



famiglia







Ecco ai prossimi 100 anni!
(Here's to the next 100 years!) 




