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President’s Message
The Justinian Society of Lawyers’
2016-17 year of “Generosity and Humility” is off to a great start. Thank
you to all who attended the Annual
Installation and Awards Dinner at
the Palmer House on September 15,
2016. We had a great turnout despite
the fact that our event was the same
night as Race Judicata, but what an
amazing night and event that we had!
Congratulations again to our honorees Antonio M. Romanucci and Vince
Gerasole. Both gave humble yet wonderful speeches that night that were enjoyable
to all who were in attendance. Two fine examples of “Generosity and Humility” in
their careers and everyday life!
I want to once again especially thank Judge Gloria Goco for her help in planning that event, as well as the other members of the Arrangements Committee,
James Allegretti, Richard Caifano, Anthony Erbacci, Jr., Bruno R. Marasso, Nicole Pisano, Michael Pisano, Tina Schillaci, Jacklyn Truppa, and Sam Tornatore. I
would also like to thank my co-chairs of the Ad Book Committee, Lou Siracusano
and Gabe Caporale, as well as the rest of the members of the Committee, Nicole
Centracchio, Bruno R. Marasso, and Michael R. Grieco, who all deserve a special
thank you for producing such a wonderful and successful event book this year.
On October 10, 2016, members of the Justinian Society participated in the Columbus Day Parade. The Society once again had a float, where some of our officers,
past presidents and student members rode the float and waved to the many people
in attendance that lined State Street that came to view the parade on that beautiful
day. I would encourage more of our members to ride the float and or march next
year to show our support.
In keeping with the spirit of “Generosity”, on October 20, 2016, we held the
Justinian Society Endowment Fund Scholarship Dinner at Maggiano’s Little Italy,
where many attended despite the Chicago Cubs’ Playoffs game and a Bears’ game
that same night. We got through the meeting quickly so attendees could watch
the games but most importantly, we gave away $31,500.00 in scholarships and
by counting the matching scholarships by the participating Law Schools, we ultimately had a total tuition benefit to scholarship recipients of $51,750.00! Congratulations to all of the scholarship recipients and thank you to the scholarship
committee and to all of the generous donors that made this possible!
I would also encourage all to attend the Joint Dinner Meeting on January 19,
2017 at the Estate by Gene & Georgetti’s in Rosemont, IL. That is always a fun
Continued on page 11

Justinian News
Installation Dinner:
On Thursday, September 15, the Justinian Society of
Lawyers held its annual Installation and Awards dinner at the Palmer House Hilton in Chicago. Officers
were sworn for 2016-2017 and honors were bestowed
at the glittering gala in the presence of more than 300
attendees.
The 2016-2017 Justinian Officers had their oath administered by Illinois Supreme Court Justice, Thomas
L. Kilbride, including: President, Frank A. Sommario, Partner at Romanucci & Blandin, LLC; First Vice
President, Michael F. Bonamarte, Partner at Levin
& Perconti; Second Vice President, Vincent R. Vidmer, of the Law Office of Vincent R. Vidmer; Third
Vice President, Natalie M. Petric, Senior Enforcement
Counsel in the Legal and Market Regulation Department of CME Group; Treasurer, Hon. Regina Scannicchio, Cook County Circuit Court Judge; and Secretary, Dion U. Davi, Principal and Founding Attorney
at the Davi Law Group, LLC.
“We have an incredible group of leaders serving on
the Justinian Society of Lawyers’ Board this year,” said
President, Frank A. Sommario. “I am looking forward
to working with each of them to serve our organization
and community to the best of our abilities.”
Antonio M. Romanucci, Principal and Partner at
Romanucci & Blandin, deservingly received the 2016
Justinian Award of Excellence. His proven leadership
and dedication to the pursuit of justice has improved
the condition and image of not only Italian Americans but also many others. Among his many contributions, Mr. Romanucci established
the Children’s Endowment Fund,
which assists disabled or disadvantaged children in our community.
The Outstanding Achievement
Award in the Field of Communication was given to Vince Gerasole,
Feature Reporter at CBS Chicago.
Gerasole joined the station in 2001
and since that time has anchored
and reported for various station
newscasts. He has received numerous honors from his industry and
well as the community.
This article is by Paul Basile.
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October Scholarship Dinner:

By: Michael Grieco
Each year the Justinian Society
of Lawyers gathers to award merit
based scholarships to law students
from student chapters around the
Chicagoland area. This year the
scholarship dinner was held at Maggiano’s, just north of the Chicago
River. The dinner was well attended by over a dozen past Presidents,
several judges, Law School Deans,
the Scholarship Committee and
Scholarship recipients. The Justinian Society of Lawyers Scholarship Committee gave $31,500.00 to scholarship recipients in 2016. Many law schools of recipients
graciously matched the Justinian scholarship totaling
$51,750 in total tuition benefits.
A special thank you to the Justinian Society of Lawyers Scholarship Committee which includes: Anthony
Farace, Sam Tornatore, Franco Coladipietro, Christina
Ranallo, Tom Battista, Umberto Davi, Mauro Glorioso,
Vince Vidmer, Richard Caifano, and Frank A. Sommario. The Scholarship Committee works year round to
both raise funds for the 12 scholarships that were awarded
and then select the scholarship recipients from the dozens
of applications of well qualified students. Antonio M.
Romanucci, Frank Sommario, John Perconti, Michael
Bonamarte, Tony Cuda, Jim Morici, Louis Cairo, Tom
Battista and Steve Phillips also contributed to the student’s scholarship fund.
On behalf of the entire class of 2016 scholarship recipients, I want to express my gratitude to the Justinian
Scholarship Committee, scholarship contributors, and
Officers for their generosity, hard work, and contributions.
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Scholarship Dinner

2016 Scholarship Awardees:
Bertucci, Michael........................ Kent
Buoscio, Jr., Joseph R.................. DePaul
Christiano, Brianna..................... Loyola
DiTommaso, James V................... Kent
Erbacci, Dominic........................ JMLS
Gasparro, Alexandra.................... JMLS
Grieco, Michael........................... L o y o l a
Grotto, Mark J............................ JMLS
Kosla, Taylor............................... Kent
Pellegrino, Joseph R..................... Indiana
Schwartz, Aaron.......................... JMLS
Zullo, Samantha.......................... DePaul
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October Past Presidents Dinner:
By Evan Davi

The annual tradition
of recognizing, honoring, and
celebrating all Justinian Past
presidents with a celebratory
dinner was held on November
19 at Bella Notte Ristorante. A
wonderful crowd gathered for
a very enjoyable evening with
great food and fellowship.
Justinian President Frank
Sommario kicked off the evening
by welcoming everyone. He introduced the many judges in attendance, all of the current Justinian
officers, as well as a few other officers of other organizations, the ISBA and recognize each and every past
president who was in attendance at the dinner. He
then invited anyone to step up and share a few words
with the group on any aspect of their personal experience as a Justinian president.
Past President Leonard Amari was the first to
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share his thoughts with the group, thanking his first
mentor Anthony Fornelli, who was also in attendance.
Amari continued his comments about how the organization has grown over the years and the strong positive
impact it has had on the growing Italian American attorneys in Chicago and beyond. Amari, also an ISBA
past president (1989-90) went on to recognize the
other Justinian past presidents who are also ISBA past
presidents. They are Joe Biseglia (2007-08), John Locallo (2011-12), and Umberto Davi (2015-16). Amari encouraged everyone, especially the young people
in the room, to become involved and stay active in
the various legal organizations. A few others who also
shared their similar thoughts before dinner were Jack
Cerone, Joe Biseglia, and Russell Hartigan.
The Annual Past Presidents Dinner serves as a
reminder that the strength and success of the Society
stem from the cultural roots as immigrants who could
only succeed in a new country by banding together
and helping each other in order to achieve greatness.
“THANK YOU” to all the past presidents for their
on-going contributions over the years. They have
helped to make the Justinian Society one of the largest
and most successful Italian legal organizations in the
country.

Past Presidents Dinner
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THE THREE “Bs” APPROACH TO A COMMON SENSE DIVORCE
By Enrico J. Mirabelli
Imagine
that twenty-five (25)
years ago
you formed
a partnership with a
very good
friend. In
the intervening
years, you
and your
partner have amassed a business
worth approximately five million dollars. Unfortunately, you
and your partner no longer see
eye to eye on many issues and
it has come time to dissolve the
partnership. Do you retain a team
of lawyers, employ a scorched
earth policy, and spend 10% or
more of your share of the partnership’s assets trying to dissolve
the partnership? Of course not.
That would make no sense.
Why is it then, that when it comes
to dissolving a marriage, unlike dissolving a business partnership, people seem to lose their common sense
and act in an irrational manner?
The obvious answer is emotions. It
could be, to name a few, anger, a
sense of betrayal, revenge, the fear
of losing one’s financial security. It
is the emotional aspect that drives
people to engage in what can best
be described as mindless litigation.
Illinois courts have long followed
the “partnership theory” of marriages. The law treats the divorcing
spouses as partners and the courts
are required to equitably divide the
assets. The general rule of thumb
is that the court will equally divide
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the assets between the spouses.
The applicable statute has clearly articulated that “marital misconduct shall have no bearing upon the
distribution of assets”. With this
concept firmly embedded in the
law, there is no reason for divorcing spouses to engage in battlefield
tactics. Sometimes this is the hardest concept for divorcing parties to
understand and is usually met with
comments like, “So he’s going to
get away with (fill in the alleged
wrongdoing)?” or “What do you
mean (fill in the alleged wrongdoing) doesn’t matter?” Too often
spouses are intent on securing the
moral high ground in the divorce
proceedings when in reality “saints”
do not get more of the assets and
“sinners” do not get less. When it
comes to the asset portion of the
divorce mathematics is king. When
the parties engage in lengthy litigation no one wins but the attorneys.

the best approach is the “Three
B’s.” Be Respectful. Be generous.
Be done.
Being respectful is nothing more
than recognizing there are other
points of view on the issues that
face you. There are very few clearly
defined issues on which parties can
take polar opposite positions. By
being respectful to your spouse and
reasonable in your dealings you are
far more likely to reach a resolution that is mutually acceptable.
If children are involved, you will
have a lifetime of dealing with your
spouse, so make the best of a bad
situation and if nothing else, grin
and bear it for the children’s sake.
You must understand that your relationship with your children will
be greatly influenced by how you
treat your spouse during the process. If you treat your spouse with
disdain your children will, in time,
treat you the same way. To the best
of your ability, try to turn the page
I recently saw a former opposing without burning the book.
litigant at a social event whose wife
I had represented several years ago. Being generous can be accomAfter three (3) years, his trial had plished in many ways. It can be acjust been completed and he was complished by giving more of the
waiting for a decision. During our assets than a court would order or
conversation he lamented that, “If I providing the other spouse with
had known then what I know now” greater access to the children. My
and went on to say he would have recommendation is that, if providwritten a check and been done with ing your spouse with an additional
the process years earlier. His wis- percentage of the assets over an
dom came at the expense of about equal division can be reasonably
one million dollars in legal fees.
done – then do it. If paying a little
more in support or alimony can
The divorce process can be a frus- reasonably be done – do it. If you
trating and painful experience on can agree to the other parent havyou and your spouse and your chil- ing more time with the children –
dren. But it does not have to be. then do it. Being generous will save
The way you approach the process you both time and money in the
is the key to your success. After long run.
many years as a divorce attorney,
my experience, both personally and Being done means getting the case
professionally, has taught me that over with sooner rather than latContinued on page 9

Divorce, continued from page 8
er. It has been said that everyone
wants to go to heaven, but no one
wants to die. In divorces everyone
wants to be done but no one wants
to settle. In order to “be done”,
you are going to have to take reasonable positions and yet still make
compromises. A sign of a good
settlement is when both parties
are not completely happy with the
resolution. Nevertheless, when it
is “done” you can turn your attention to other pursuits whether it be
business or simply getting on with
your life. And what is that worth
to you?

The Honorable Lloyd A. Karmeier Sworn In as
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Illinois

By Umberto Davi
On Octber 31, 2016 the Honorable Lloyd A. Karmeier was sworn in as
the 120th Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Illinois. He will serve
in this capacity for the next three years.
The Honorable Rita Garman, who has served as the Illinois Supreme
Court Chief Justice for the past three years, since October 26, 2013,
presided over the ceremony and administered the Oath to Hon. Lloyd
A. Karmeier. Additional remarks were presented by three other Supreme
Court Justices: Hon. Anne M. Burke, Retired Hon. Philip J. Rarick, and
Hon. Robert R. Thomas. The Honorable Lloyd Karmeier’s grandchildren
led the Pledge of Allegiance and his brother, Mr. Delbert Karmeier, delivered the Invocation at the beginning of the ceremony.
The Honorable Lloyd A. Karmeier is from the Southwest Illinois comIf you are willing to follow the munity of Nashville and received both his bachelor and law degrees from
“Three B’s” approach then the the University of Illinois. It is there where he met his wife, Mary. They
money you save in legal fees can have two children and six grandchildren. In his remarks after being
be used to pay for your children’s sworn in, Justice Karmeier frequently referenced his family and others
college education. If you have no who helped him climb the legal ranks. He was also complimentary of his
interest in this approach then your colleagues, with whom he served since 2004. “Thank you for your indimoney can be used to pay for your vidual and collective wisdom, collegiality and strength,” he said. “Thank
lawyer’s children’s education. The you for your support. You hold a special place in my heart.” He also said,
“No one can stand here, or sit in this position, can do so without being
choice is always yours.
profoundly moved.”
Jan and I were honored to attend this ceremony. We have known Chief
Justice Lloyd Karmeier and Mary Karmeier for many years now. We were
very pleased to have them join us on my ISBA President’s trip to Sicily
last April. It was the first time ever for a Supreme Court Justice to go on
an ISBA President’s trip; we certainly and hope they enjoyed themselves.
We wish Hon. Lloyd Karmeier well in his new position as Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Illinois.

Buon

Natale
e
Felice
Anno
Nuovo
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Elder Law Update:

Boomers and Seniors: Don’t Go Broke in a Nursing Home!
A Short Outline
I. The Biggest Threat to the Middle class is the devastating cost of
long-term care that comes with
chronic illness, disability, or just
the natural aging process.

hopefully. In crisis planning, we are
in need of long-term care either at
home or in a facility 24/7.

For example if someone is 55 in
good health we have a long period
Here are a few things that you time to protect assets. However if
should start to collect, as applicable someone is 85 and going into longterm care we can still protect assets
to you as we age:
but the steps that we must take our
• birth certificates
more immediate and must be com• adoption papers
• citizenship papers, if not born pleted as soon as possible to avoid
the effects of the high costs of longin the US or a US citizen
term care costs that you, the client,
• marriage certificate
are incurring right now.
• prenuptial agreement
• divorce papers
IV. The nine (9) things that you
• death certificate of the spouse
must know about “senior” estate
II. Consider your three (3) phases planning, elder law and long-term
of life. It is the consideration of care planning. Finally take a look
these life phases that allows us to at the following two lists these will
be more focused in planning. For serve as a reminder of the type of
example the type of planning you inquiries you must make when crido at age 35 is quite different than sis creeps into our life with regard
the type of planning we do it age to health-related and long-term
care related matters:
75.
1. The cost of nursing homes in
For example, break things down our area.
into our maturing years, senior 2. The critical calculation.
years and post death years. What 3. The three ways to pay for longneeds to be done to plan properly is term care in our society.
very different in all of those phases. 4. Basic Social Security, Medicare,
and Medicaid eligibility requireIII. Consider the three (3) phases of ments.
planning. In this segment of plan- 5. The consequences of applying
ning we take the senior years and for public benefits without “senior”
further break them down into the estate planning.
following subcategories: preplan- 6. The consequences of applying
ning, wait-and-see planning and for public benefits with “senior” estate planning.
crisis planning.
7. The Senior Estate Planning
In preplanning we have many years Process is very different than tradito plan. In wait-and-see planning tional estate planning.
we know that there is a diagnosis, 8. The challengers will be:
but we have years well where we a. Illinois Department of Human
will be able to remain in the home, Services
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b. The Nursing Home, Assisted
Living and Supportive Living Admissions Teams
c. The IRS
9. Illinois now has new Medicaid
rules, because Illinois adopted the
federal Deficit Reduction Act of
2005 (“DRA”), effective January 1,
2012, and the Save Medicaid Access and Resources (SMART) Act,
effective July 1, 2012.
V. Quick Drill: 7 Fast Steps on
How to Prepare for Long Term
Care. Keep these seven points in
mind at all times. You may need
the assistance of legal counsel in order to fulfill the following checklist
items, but always be aware of their
importance.
1. Realize not all powers of attorney are equal. Obtain a powerful
one. Make sure all the legal bases
are covered.
2. Do not apply for Medicaid, Social Security, Medicare or VA benefits without consulting with an
Elder Law Attorney first. You can
apply too early or too late.
3. Realize that traditional estate
planning and a revocable living
trust have hidden traps and do not
work for long-term care plans.
4. Act before you lose the men-

Elder, continued from page 10
tal capacity to act with regard to
your property, financial or health
matters.
5. Never transfer assets to family caregivers or anyone without
the advice of an Elder Law Attorney to advise how these transfers
can be made.
6. Try to understand what is a
countable asset and one is a nine
countable asset and use the favorable provisions allowed by law for
transfers to spouses, certain children, and certain family members.
7. Find the right, hospital, rehab facility, nursing home, assisted living, or home care agencies
and understand the contract.
• Get professional help: as an
example our office offers a FREE
15 minute telephone consultation for all prospective clients
that will benefit you by understanding how everything we describe in this presentation can
save you or your loved one. Call
our office at 847-698-9600 to
schedule a FREE 15 minute telephone consultation.
Anthony B Ferraro
BS – MSTax – CPA – JD
Partner
Dimonte & Lizak, LLC
216 Higgins Road
Park Ridge, IL 60068
847- 698-9600
info@abferrarolaw.com
Website: www.abferrarolaw.com

President’s Message, continued from
page 1
event where many of members from
our joint chapters in other counties, who cannot usually make it
downtown to our monthly events,
are able to attend this event and be
with their fellow Justinians.
Finally, I want to mention that I
look forward to continuing to work
with my fellow Officers and Executive Committee Members to have
a strong finish to 2016 and have a
prosperous and fun 2017! I also
want to once again thank our Executive Administrator, Nina Albano
Vidmer, and her daughter, Grace,
for all they have done to help with
all of these events as well as with all
of the other items they handle from
the membership dues to the dinner
RSVPs for each event.
I hope you and your families all
have a wonderful and safe Holiday
Season! Thank you again for being a member, and I would ask you
once again to encourage those who,
although should be a member, may
have not renewed their membership for whatever reason as of yet,
to please do so as soon as possible.
Let’s continue our display of generosity and humility throughout the
end of this year and carry it forward
into 2017, and if there is anything
that I can do for you, please let me
know. I look forward to the rest
of a wonderful year as President of
this wonderful organization!

Frank A. Sommario
2016-17 President

DID YOU
KNOW…
? The double entry system
of bookkeeping (still
used worldwide today)
was established in the
Republic of Genoa in 1340.
Subsequently in 1494,
Franciscan Friar Luca Pacioli,
referred to as “the father
of accounting” published
in Venice the first book on
double entry accounting.
? The Pizza Margherita was
invented in Naples in 1889
to honor Italy’s Queen
Margherita of Savoy that
was visiting the city.
? Everybody in Italy 18 and
over can vote, however you
have to be at least 25 to vote
for the Senate’s elections
? The famous children’s story,
Pinocchio, was written by the
Italian Carlo Collodi in 1883;
Adventures of Pinocchio.
Pinocchio’s name is a variant
of pinolo (Pine seed)
? Italy’s contributions to science
include the barometer, the
electric battery, nitroglycerin,
and wireless telegraphy.
? More than twenty percent
of Italy’s population is over
65 years old; the highest
percentage in Europe.
“Did You Know” submissions
can be sent to the editor at
editor4justians@gmail.com.
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Tort Notes
Illinois Supreme Court Reaffirms Larson,
Credits Wilkerson and Bokodi in
Construction Negligence Actions
By James J. Morici
In Carney v. Union Pacific Railroad, IL Supreme Court No.
118984 (October 20, 2016), the
Illinois Supreme Court in an opinion written by Justice Theis reaffirmed its 1965 decision in Larson
v. Commonwealth Edison Company, 33 Ill.2d 316 (1965). The
Court wrote “We see no reason to
depart from Larson or the numerous Appellate Court opinions that
recognize Section 414 of the Restatement as an expression of Illinois common law.”
In Carney, the defendant railroad
solicited bids from various contractors regarding the purchase and removal of three abandoned railroad
bridges spanning several streets
on the west side of Chicago. One
of the bidders, a scrap contractor
(Happs) had worked with the defendant and other railroads for 25
years recycling steel and railroad
ties. Happs worked on many prior
occasions with the Carney Group,
Inc., and collaborated with them
regarding labor. The bid was ultimately accepted and Happs and
defendant entered into a “Purchase
and Removal Agreement” which
identified Happs as an independent contractor. In the agreement,
Happs purchased three bridges
from the defendant and agreed to
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provide all of the labor, tools, and
material necessary for the bridge
removals.
The dismantling and removal of
the first bridge proceeded without
incident. During the removal of
the second bridge, the plaintiff,
Patrick Carney, the son of the Carney Group’s owner was working at
the site. During the removal of a
girder and an attempt to lower it
to the street, a problem developed
causing one girder to fall into another, ultimately resulting in Patrick Carney’s legs being pinched
beneath a steel plate severing them
below the knee.
The defendant moved for summary
judgment which was granted by
the trial court. Thereafter, plaintiff
appealed and the Illinois Appellate
Court, First District, reversed and
remanded. The Appellate Court
made mention of Section 414 and
found that a genuine issue of material fact existed as to whether or
not the defendant railroad retained
such control over the work as to become vicariously or directly liable
to the plaintiff. Eventually, the
Supreme Court granted defendants
Petition for Leave to Appeal from
the Appellate Court’s decision.
The Supreme Court reversed the
decision of the Appellate Court
and reinstated the summary judgment after a de novo review. The

Court made a very detailed analysis
of some of the factors that go into
determining whether or not the defendant had retained the requisite
control to be held liable under Section 414. The Court distinguished
between vicarious liability and direct liability, saying that direct liability is really the only basis for
recovery under Section 414.
In coming to its decision, the
Court faced a relatively unique set
of circumstances in Carney. In actuality, it wasn’t really a construction site injury, but rather one that
occurred during the course of a
demolition project. Similarly, Carney was unique in that it did not
involve a typical general contractor/subcontractor relationship that
is usually seen in most construction
site injury cases. The Purchase Order Agreement in Carney was actually an agreement for the sale of the
railroad bridges with the Carney
Group being responsible for their
removal. The Court noted that the
defendant railroad did not issue a
detailed set of plans and specifications, but only a single engineering drawing which contained one
reference to certain situations not
involved in this case.

Tort Notes, continued from page 12
On the issue of control, the Court
spoke favorably of Wilkerson v.
Paul H. Schwendener, Inc., 379
Ill.App. 3d 491, (1st Dist. 2008).
In Wilkerson, the plaintiff was a
framing carpenter employed by a
subcontractor to general contractor Schwendener. He was injured
while working without fall protection when he fell from the top of
a wall during the framing process.
The Court in Wilkerson noted that
the defendant required the subcontractors to comply with a list of 21
safety regulations. It required the
subcontractors hold weekly safety
meetings and submit those to the
defendant and to prepare and submit to the defendant for approval,
a site specific safety plan. In addition, representatives of the subcontractors were required to attend
defendant’s weekly safety meetings.
The defendant had three supervisory employees on site on a full-time
basis, each with authority to stop
the work of the subcontractors if it
was being performed in a dangerous manner. The Court also found
significant a letter contained in the
record from the general contractor prior to the incident in which
the general contractor advised the
subcontractor that it would stop
its work if the employees were not
utilizing the fall protection plan
while erecting wall panels, joists,
and roofing.

bins, Inc., 312 Ill.App.3d 1051
(1st Dist. 2000). Despite the fact
that the contract between the subcontractor and Schwendener left it
to the subcontractor to control the
operative details of its work and the
safety of its employees, the Court
found that defendant’s actions at
the jobsite showed the defendant
retained more than a general right
of supervision.
Following that precedent and doing its own analysis of the facts in
Carney, the Court concluded that
Union Pacific did not, either by
its contract, or its conduct, retain
sufficient control to subject ot to
liability under Section 414. The
Court noted that the contracts are
“the best indicator of retained control” but that even if the agreement
provides no evidence of retained
control that control may be shown
by the defendant’s conduct.
In
its final analysis, the Court ruled
that the defendant railroad had not
exercised “some degree of control
over the manner in which the demolition contractor” performed
the bridge removal work.

Transitions......
MOVES:

• Anthony Ferraro merged his
law practice of 30 years, The Law
Offices of Anthony B Ferraro, LLC
into the multifaceted and well respected law firm of DiMonte &
Lizak, LLC., at 216 W. Higgins
Rd., Park Ridge, Il.
Mr. Ferraro is a partner in the
firm. He will continue to practice
in the areas of Elder law, Estate and
Trust and Asset Protection for Seniors. Mr. Ferraro can be reached
at DiMonte & Lizak, LLC at 847698-9600

NEWS:
• Second Vice President Vincent
Vidmer and his wife, Lauren, welcomed their first child, Madeline,
on September 9, 2016. Born at
Prentice Women’s Hospital in Chicago, Madeline weighed in at 6
pounds, 15 ounces and was 19.5
inches long. Proud grandparents
include Nina Albano & Stephen
Vidmer, and Corrine & Jack Kogut.
The very proud great-grandmother
is Madeline M. Albano, the baby’s namesake. Lauren is a senior
project Manager, DPM at Astellas
Pharma.

James J. Morici, Jr. is a partner in
the firm of MORICI, FIGLIOLI
& ASSOCIATES, and represents
Plaintiffs in personal injury, workers’ compensation, and construction
site related injury suits. Research &
writing assistance provided by Tomas Cabrera, Associate in the firm
of MORICI FIGLIOLI & ASSOCIMost significant to further analysis
is the fact that the Court in Wilk- ATES. Read all prior issues of “Tort
• Vince Oppeddisano, associate
erson distinguished the Martens v. Notes” at www.MoriciFiglioli.com.
in the firm of Amari & Locallo,
MCL Construction Corp., 347 Ill.
selected to the 2017 Illinois RisApp.3d, 303. (1st Dist. 2004) case
ing Star list, an honor reserved for
and said that the facts in Wilkerthose lawyers who exhibit excelson more closely resembled those
lence in Practice.
in Bokodi v. Foster Wheeler RobPage 13

Transitions, continued from page 13
• Leonard Amari introduced
the new dean of the JMLS, Dean
Darby Dickerson, to the Administration, Faculty and Alumni at a
reception at JMLS. Several Justinians were in attendance. (photo)

• Hon. Timothy Evans wins
sixth term as Chief Judge of Cook
County. Judge Tim is also a JMLS
alumnus and trustee, and is a consistent and enthusiastic supporter
of the Society.
• John Marshall Law School
alumnus Antonio Romanucci has
given $100,000 to the law school’s
Pro Bono Program & Clinic. This
first-of-its-kind gift will help fund
the clinic for the next two years.
Said Romanucci, “I would like to
see the Clinic not only help the individual client, but also help insure
the right policies are put in place
moving forward so society is affected positively by the work we do.”
“This gift will help fund our clinic
and help provide real life, practical
experience for our students to help
them become more practice ready,”
Dean Corkery said in thanking Romanucci for his generosity. “Tony
Romanucci is a great example of
a John Marshall alumni who gives
back.”
Page 14

• Past President Sam Tornatore,
relected to the DuPage County
Board, District 1, was also reappointed to the Illinois Housing Development Authority Board. Sam
is one of nine members members of
the board, all of whom are appointed by the governor. The board provides housing subsidies, loans and
other options for low-income persons and families across the state.
If that is not enough, Sam serves
as chairman of the County Board
Development Committee.
• Newly inducted member, and
prolific author Marie Sarantakis
wrote two extremely well received
articles which were published in
the ISBA Young Lawyers newsletter and an article on the late Justice Fitzgerald for Bench and Bar
newsletter, respectively; : https://
www.isba.org/sites/default/files/
sections/younglawyersdivision/
newsletter/Young%20Lawyers%20
Division%20August%202016.pdf
and Justice Fitzgerald for Bench
& Bar: https://www.isba.org/sites/
default/files/sections/benchandbar/newsletter/Bench%20and%20
Bar%20June%202016.pdf
• Governor Bruce Rauner has appointed brother member and past
Justinian Society president Mauro
Glorioso to be the new Chairman
of the State of Illinois Property Tax
Appeal Board (PTAB).
Mauro has been a member of the
statewide five member board for
eight years and was recently appointed its Chairman.
Board
members are appointed by the
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate. The Senate confirmed Mauro’s appointment by a
vote of 52-0. Mauro reacted by
stating “I am honored by Governor
Rauner’s confidence in me to serve
the Citizens of the State of Illinois

as the Chairman of the PTAB. The
PTAB exists to insure that the Taxpayers of the State have an avenue
of relief to make certain that their
real property assessments are fair
and uniform.”
The PTAB provides that taxpayer service through the Administrative Law Process and does not
charge to file cases at its offices.
Cases are assigned to administrative law judges (ALJ’s). A written
decision is prepared which is reviewed by the board. The Board’s
charge is to determine the correct
assessed value of the property (residential, commercial, industrial or
farmland) under appeal. It does
not determine tax bills. Prior to
becoming a board member, Glorioso served as an ALJ at the agency.
(picture)
• Christopher C. Cortese of
Morici, Figlioli & Associates obtained a settlement of $200,000.00
against a suburban nursing home
on behalf of an 80 year-old Plaintiff who was attacked by a co-resident at the Defendant’s facility.
Without warning, the Plaintiff
was punched twice in the head
while she rode the elevator within
the Defendant’s facility. As a result of the attack, the 80 year-old
Plaintiff sustained an intracerebral
hemorrhage, a non-displaced left
occipital condylar fracture, and a
laceration to her forehead that required stitches. During the investigation, Morici, Figlioli & Associates was able to uncover damming
evidence that the police had been
called to this long-term care facility hundreds of times in the four
years preceding the attack on the
Plaintiff. This included a report
where the co-resident offender in
this case, had attacked somebody
in the lunchroom approximately
two months prior. This matter was

Transitions, continued from page 14
settled before the Honorable Judge
John Callahan in a pre-trial conference after the Plaintiff ’s deposition.

• Dion & Kelly Davi and their
children were among many other
Justinians who attended the 2016
Columbus Day Parade

• Congratulations to Lisa M.
Longo of Morici, Figlioli & Associates on a $200,000 settlement
award for a Melrose Park woman
who tripped and fell due to a defective stairway at a Chicago restaurant. Plaintiff suffered a broken fibula and underwent surgery
to repair the comminuted fracture.
The settlement came just prior to
closing arguments after defendant’s
pretrial offer of $60,000 was raised
first to $125,000, then $150,000,
$180,000 (all rejected by plaintiff
while a medical evidence deposition video was being shown to the
jury). Finally, when the $200,000
was offered, the case was settled.
Lisa has proven herself as an excellent personal injury attorney since
leaving the State’s Attorney’s Office
in 2015.

• The DuPage Justinian Chapter announced its officers in the
Spring of 2016. They include:
President - Angela M. Aliota
1st VP - Nicholas R. Galasso
2nd VP - Lindsay C. Stella
Secretary - Christopher Lunardini
Treasurer - Mario Palermo
Past President - Elizabeth A. Pope
Comptroller - Maria Tolva Mack
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