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It seems like just yesterday that John
Sciaccotta honored me by nominating me
to be the Secretary of our venerable Society.
However, the pride I felt in my heart that day,
burns even stronger today as I begin my year
as president. I am humbled to follow in a
long line of distinguished men and women
who have served the Justinian Society of
Lawyers with honor and vigor over the
last 88 years. The Society has always had
a strong presence and voice in the Chicago
area legal community, while at the same
time providing financial assistance to both
future Italian-American lawyers and children
in need. This year I hope to continue those
worthy causes, expand our membership and
increase attendance at our social dinner meetings. Further, I hope to provide our members
with opportunities to fulfill their Continuing
Legal Education (CLE) requirements by
offering Justinian sponsored seminars and
hosting a lunch meeting with a presentation
that will provide CLE credit.
I am affectionately referring to my year as
President as the year of the “Justinian Family”. Family plays such a distinct and prominent role for all Italians, and I have always
thought of the Justinian Society as my family.
This year we will embrace and celebrate
our Justinian Family. I have considered the
Justinian Society and its members’ family
ever since I got my first email from Leonard
Amari and it was addressed to “Brother
Storino.” Admittedly, I was confused at first
since I have four brothers who are lawyers,
and thought maybe he was talking about one
of my younger Storino Brothers. However,
I soon realized that “Brother” and “Sister”
are the terms of endearment and affection
that we bestow on our fellow Justinians.
The Justinian Society works to help all its
family members achieve success through
a myriad of ways. We provide mentoring
and scholarship opportunities ensuring the
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next generation of Justinians are prepared to
carry on our great many traditions and causes.
We counsel and educate our fellow brothers
and sisters so that our Society remains strong
and true. We support our fellow Justinians in
their endeavors to make the profession better
and serve the Bar. We celebrate each other’s
successes, and comfort each other in sadness.
Like any large family, we routinely gather to
break bread, sip “vino,” and share stories. It is
these meetings where we meet new members,
network, and reconnect with old friends. True
to any family dinner, the conversation is lively
and the company is second to none.
Bravo to Brother Amari and his entire
newsletter staff. The newsletter keeps us apprised of all our Justinian Society members.
As a result, I have often thought it resembles a
family newsletter. The newsletter that follows
doesn’t disappoint. It’s filled with pictures of
Justinians both past and present, informative
and educational articles, and the updates and
accomplishments of our Justinian brothers and
sisters.
On September 23 at the historic Palmer
House Hilton in Chicago, the Justinian Society
of Lawyers cordially invites you to join our
family at the Annual Installation and Awards
Dinner as we honor Richard F. Pellegrino with
the Justinian Award of Excellence and Treasurer
Alexi Giannoulias with the Justice Anthony J.
Scariano Humanitarian Award. Brother Pellegrino has served the Society well for many
years, and has been a mentor and counselor
not only to me, but to countless other Justinians. Grazie mille Rich, for all you do for our
Society. Treasurer Giannoulias is a dedicated
public servant and loyal friend of the Justinian
Society. His family’s story is all our family’s
story. We are honored to celebrate the evening
with them both. Also, we will celebrate all the
many wonderful accomplishments of President
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Mauro Glorioso’s year. I will join my fellow
officers, Christina Mungai, Katherine Amari, Gregg Garofalo, Judge Robert Bertucci,
and Anita DeCarlo, as we take our oaths of
office and officially be sworn in as officers
of the Justinian Society of Lawyers.
I would be remised in the year of the
“Justinian Family” if I didn’t acknowledge
and thank my own family. First, my Great
Grandfather, Serafino Storino, who came
to this country with no money, a pregnant
wife and did not speak the language. He
had only his skills as a tailor and the desire
to provide a better life for his family in the
new world. Without his bravery, no Storino
would be here. My thanks to my mother
and father who always supported us and
taught us that the most important thing in
life is family. Dad encouraged us to pursue
the law, but mostly he encouraged us to be
educated. He is the best lawyer and father I
know and everyday I strive to be a more like
him. Thanks to my three younger brothers
who are all successful Justinians. John is
a partner at Jenner & Block, Daniel is an
associate at MayerBrown; and Tim, a clerk
for Judge Charles Wilson of the 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals. No older brother could
be prouder. Their wives, Claire (lawyer),
Katie and Maggie(lawyer) respectively - I
couldn’t ask for better sisters . Finally, to
my wife and daughters: Lacy you support
me in everything I do, and you are the secret
to my success. Thank you for sharing me
with my Justinian Family as you nurture
ours. My girls and future Justinians Bianca
and Violetta: I love you more than life and
remember Family is God’s greatest gift.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve
as president and I look forward to seeing
you at our many events this coming year.
May God bless you and your families.
- Donald J. Storino II
		 President
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Justinian Society of Lawyers

Donald J. Storino Jr, President

Cristina Mungai, 1st VP

Katherine A. Amari, 2nd VP

Donald J. Storino II graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 1995 and received his law
degree from DePaul College of Law in 1998.
In 2006, Mr. Storino co-founded Fidelity
Consulting Group LLC. Fidelity Consulting
Group is a governmental affairs consulting and
lobbying firm. It provides public strategies and
consulting services to its clients concentrating on
legislative and executive issues in Springfield,
Chicago and local municipalities. Fidelity Consulting Group provides consulting and lobbying
work for various corporations, municipalities,
engineering firms and the Chicago 2016 Olympic
bid.
After graduation, Mr. Storino joined the law
firm of Robert A. Clifford & Associates, where
he handled personal injury litigation in Cook,
Du Page, Lake, and Kane Counties. In 2000
Mr. Storino joined Storino, Ramello & Durkin,
his father’s law firm in Rosemont where he
was engaged in a diverse litigation practice,
specializing in municipal law. He served as
village prosecutor for the villages of Elmwood
Park and Rosemont, and assistant legal counsel
for ten other suburban municipalities. He also
appeared regularly before the Cook County
Board of Review representing clients on real
estate tax issues. In 2001, he was appointed
Special Counsel to the Illinois Racing Board.
Mr. Storino served as the executive director
of both the West Central Municipal Conference and the West Cook County Solid Waste
Agency. As executive director, he represented
36 municipalities in Western Cook County on
a myriad of local government issues, including
legislative advocacy, solid waste management,
group purchasing, and transportation and land
use planning.
In addition to his professional experience,
Mr. Storino has also held positions influential
in law and politics. In 2006 he was the recipient
of the Distinguished Service to Local Govern-

Cristina Mungai is an associate attorney with
Johnson & Bell, Ltd. where she is engaged
in a diverse practice that includes the areas
of insurance coverage, products liability, and
general negligence.

Katherine A. Amari is a senior associate with
The Law Offices of Amari & Locallo with
a practice confined exclusively to handling
real estate tax assessment and related matters for commercial, industrial and multi-unit
residential property owners in Illinois and on
a national basis.

Continued on page 3
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Cristina graduated from Loyola University
in 1991 with Bachelors Degrees in political
science, Italian language and literature and
English literature. In 1992, Cristina completed
a year of graduate studies in art history and
Italian literature at the Universitá degli Studi
di Firenze, Florence, Italy. Cristina is a dual
citizen of the United States and Italy and speaks
fluent Italian.
Cristina received her J.D. from IIT ChicagoKent College of Law in 1996 and was admitted
to practice in Illinois that same year. She began
her career at the City of Chicago Corporation
Counsel’s Office in the Law Department, Municipal Prosecution Division. As a prosecutor,
Cristina represented the City of Chicago in traffic
fatality cases and in matters involving administrative appeals. Cristina became involved in civil
litigation through her employment with the law
firm of Ronald Gonsky, Ltd. She continued her
work in this area at Morici, Figlioli & Associates
where she acted as both first and second chair
trial attorney representing plaintiff in personal
injury matters.
Cristina is a member of the Illinois State Bar
Association, serving her fourth elected term as
a member of the ISBA General Assembly. She
began her membership with the Justinian Society
in 1993 as a first year law student. Cristina was
the president of Chicago-Kent’s law school
chapter in 1995-1996 and was a recipient of the
John G. Phillips Scholarship Award. She served
as Chair of the Society Law Student Committee
from 1999 to 2006 and is a contributor to the
Justinian Society Newsletter.

Katherine graduated from The John Marshall
Law School in 2000 where she now serves as
president of its Alumni Association. The Alumni
Association also awarded her The Distinguished
Service Award in May of 2006.
Katherine began her career at the Cook County
State’s Attorney’s Office in the real estate tax
department of the Civil Division. She defended
cases for the Cook County Treasurer’s Office,
the Cook County Clerk’s Office, the Cook
County Board of Review and the Cook County
Assessor’s Office, including Specific Objection
lawsuits, Property Tax Appeal Board cases,
Indemnity lawsuits as well as tax sale and tax
deed matters.
Katherine is a member of the Illinois State Bar
Association, serving her second elected term
as a member of the ISBA General Assembly.
She also is second vice president of the Sicilian American Cultural Association. Katherine
began her membership with the Justinian
Society of Lawyers in 2001, as a second year
law student. She is the associate editor of the
Society newsletter.
In 2007, Katherine was selected by the Law
Bulletin Publishing Company as one of “40
Illinois Attorneys Under 40 to Watch.”
Katherine is married to Jason E. O’Dell, they
live in Chicago and are proud parents of Jason
Jr., age 2.

2009-2010 Officers

Gregg A. Garofalo, 3rd VP

Judge Robert W. Bertucci, Treasurer

Anita M. DeCarlo, Secretary

Gregg A. Garofalo is a Chicago attorney
focusing his practice areas on probate, estate
planning, and real estate. In addition, Gregg is a
court appointed guardian ad litem by the Circuit
Court of Cook County, not only in the probate
area, but other divisions including domestic
relations division and law division.

Judge Robert W. Bertucci graduated from
Lake Forest College in 1979, and received his
law degree with high honors from Chicago-Kent
College of Law in 1983.
After graduation, Judge Bertucci joined the
Criminal Prosecutions Bureau of the Cook
County States Attorney’s Office, where he ultimately served as a first chair in a felony trial
courtroom at the Criminal Courts Building. He
later transferred to the Medical Malpractice Division in the Civil Actions Bureau. In 1992, he
joined the firm now known as Serpico, Petrosino
and DiPiero, where he mainly handled criminal
defense matters.
Judge Bertucci was elected to the bench in
1992. He was initially assigned to the First Municipal District and handled both criminal and
civil cases. He later served as the Supervising
Judge of the Evening Narcotics Division at the
Criminal Courts Building and then as a felony
trial judge in the day division. Since 2000, he
has served in the County Division where he is
the Assignment Judge for tax deed cases and
also hears election, property tax and mental
health cases.
Judge Bertucci is a member of the Illinois
Judges Association and has served for many
years on its Board of Directors. He also serves
on the election law committee of the Chicago
Bar Association and on the executive committee of the Justinian Society of Lawyers. Before
joining the bench, he served as the president of
a Chicago Park District Advisory Council. He
is also a past president of the Elmwood Park
Planning Commission.
Judge Bertucci has been married to Terese, a
nurse practitioner and diabetic educator, since
1979. They live in Chicago and have two sons.
Christopher is in his third year at the United
States Naval Academy at Annapolis, and Michael is a senior at St. Ignatius College Prep in
Chicago.

Anita M. DeCarlo is a graduate of Loyola University Chicago and received her Juris Doctorate
from The John Marshall Law School. She has
lectured and published articles for the Illinois
State Bar Association and the Illinois Institute
for Continuing Legal Education. Before joining
Cullen, Haskins, Nicholson & Menchetti, P.C. in
2006, she practiced with her father, Vito DeCarlo,
past president 1970-1971. She, her father, and
the law firm concentrate solely in representing
injured workers in Workers’ Compensation cases
throughout the State of Illinois. She was elected
to the Board for Governors of the Illinois State
Bar Association and acts as the liaison to the
Workers' Compensation Section Council and
Employee Benefits Section.

Gregg is an active member of the legal community where he is serving or has served in
several leadership roles within the Illinois Bar
Association and the Chicago Bar Association. Gregg has served as the as the chair for
two terms of the Chicago Bar Association’s
Probate Practice Committee. He is also a past
chair of the Illinois State Bar Association’s
Young Lawyers Division, he is a member of
the Estates & Trusts Section Council, and he
is in his third term as a member of the ISBA
Assembly. Gregg serves as a member of the
Illinois State Bar Association’s mentor program
and he is a speaker in the area of probate and
trusts and estates.
In addition to his passion for law, Gregg works
with professional and civic organizations.
Gregg has worked with the Children’s Assistance Fund and the Illinois Bar Foundation
chairing their annual holiday party which has
grossed over $150,000 during its ten year
tenure. Recently, Gregg is a past board liaison
to the Illinois Bar Foundation, Committee
member at the WBAI.
Gregg’s family resides in the south suburbs
with his older brother Jim and younger brother
Jason, owning and operating the family business which are the Egg and I Restaurants.
Gregg has two nephews, three nieces and a
five year old little brother with whom he enjoys
spending time.

Anita has served on the Executive Committee
of the Justinian Society of Lawyers since 2002
and was recently elected the assistant treasurer
of the John Marshall Law School Alumni Association. In 2008, she was named an Illinois
Rising Star by Super Lawyers and received a
Distinguished Service Award from The John
Marshall Law School.

Storino, continued from page 1

ment Award. He is a former Cook County
Sheriff’s Merit Board Member and also
served on the Notre Dame Club of Chicago
Board of Governors. He is a member of the
Illinois State Bar Association. Currently,
Mr. Storino serves on Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias Finance Committee for his US
Senate Campaign.
Mr. Storino, his lovely wife Lacy and
their beautiful daughters Bianca Rose and
Violetta Rose live in Chicago.
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2009 Justinian Society Award Recipients

Richard F. Pellegrino
Award of Excellence

On September 23, 2009, at the
beautiful Chicago Palmer House, the
Justinian Society of Lawyers, the 88
year old Italian-American Bar Association, will ceremonially install this
year’s officers: President Donald J.
Storino II, President-Elect Cristina
Mungai, 2nd Vice President Katherine A. Amari, 3rd Vice President
Gregg A. Garofalo, Treasurer Robert
W. Bertucci and Secretary Anita M.
DeCarlo. In addition, it will present
its most significant award, the Justinian Award of Excellence to one of its
more revered and respected members,
Richard F. Pellegrino.
Pellegrino follows in the footsteps
of previous esteemed recipients of the
Justinian Award of Excellence, such
as United States and Illinois Supreme
Court justices, attorneys general,
governors, mayors, congressmen,
municipal officials and bar leaders. He
is certainly a worthy recipient, and the
society is honored by his acceptance of
Page 4

this prestigious award, and grateful for
his career participation as a member
of the Justinians and for his bar and
community leadership.
The dictionary variously defines
the term statesman as “a person taking prominent part, a person skilled,
in the management of state affairs;
as being a sagacious, far-sighted,
practical politician.” This term clearly
applies to career Justinian, Richard F.
Pellegrino.
Rarely is there a political activity
in this community, in the election
process, that involves an Italian
American, or otherwise, without some
participation from Richard Pellegrino:
prominent lawyer, political activist,
businessman and friend. There has
never been a time, for example, when
Pellegrino has not provided leadership
and direction to the voice of our Italian American community, the Italian
American Political Coalition. Rich
has served as a board member, an
important alter-ego of all of its past
presidents, since inception some 18
years ago. Whether it is past Justinian
President Franco Coladipietro running
for the state house as a republican in
Du Page County; Bob Fioretti running for alderman as a democrat for
the Chicago, City Council, 2nd Ward;
Jim Ryan, running for Governor as a
republican; helping someone become
a judge or selecting an officer for the
Justinian Society, those who know
where to get the answers and some
political direction, turn to statesman
Richard Pellegrino.
Don Storino, the new Justinian
president, says of this year’s Award
of Excellence recipient: “Richard Pellegrino has served as a mentor, friend
and role model for me and many of
our younger Justinian members for
many years. He epitomizes everything

this wonderful ethnic bar association
stands for.”
Well liked and very skilled in
the political process, with friends
throughout the state from both parties,
Richard Pellegrino is always available
to suggest procedures and protocols
and provide advice, not to mention
helping raise funds for candidates
from our community.
Richard Pellegrino has served as
Commissioner of the Illinois Supreme
Court Attorneys Registration Disciplinary Commission Inquiry Panel;
a member of the Assembly of the
state-wide lawyers group, the Illinois
State Bar Association, its supreme
governing legislative body; Commissioner, Cook County Sheriff’s
Police and Corrections Merit Board;
Commissioner, and later Mayor, of
the Village of Indian Head Park as
well as a trustee and member of its
Planning and Zoning Commission; a
member of the West Central Municipal Conference legislative committee,
past president, and since March 2007,
its executive director; and a past Executive Committee member of the
Metropolitan Mayors’ Caucus.
Pellegrino is also very much involved in his community, and not
just the Italian-American community which he does willingly and
extensively. He served for years as
a volunteer advisory member of the
Triton College Finance Committee;
an academic enrichment coach at St.
John of the Cross Parish School; an
adjunct instructor and mentor and
role model for the Nazareth Academy
Law and Latin Club; a member of the
American Classical League; an active
member in the Dad’s Association,
University of Illinois, at Champaign;
St. John of the Cross Parish School
basketball coach as well as the Indian

Head Park Heritage Foundation (its
historical society) as a founder and
president from 2002 and continuing,
In addition to serving as a statesman,
political official, leading lawyer and
community leader, Richard F. Pellegrino has also maintained a very
successful law practice. Early in his
career he represented the seriously
injured and presently concentrates
in the area of municipal and election
law.
The merit of Rich Pellegrino is also
indicated by the fact that he is a decorated Vietnam veteran completing his
tour of duty in 1972 as a Sergeant E-5
and was awarded the Army Commendation Medal in 1972 for meritorious
service in this Southeast Asian war.
Rich is also a member of the various bar associations in addition to the
ISBA, including, the American Bar
Association and the National Italian
American Bar Association. He is held
in very high regard by the members of
the Justinian Society of Italian Lawyers, in which he has been a leader
and activist for many decades.
The Pellegrino roots, on his father’s
side, are traced back to the town of
Marsala in Sicily while his mother’s
side, Covelli, trace their roots to
Marano Principato in the province of
Cosenza, Calabria. His father’s family
immigrated to America in 1903 and
his mother’s family in 1911.
Pellegrino truly appreciates the
respect in which he is held in the
political arena, the legal profession
and, especially, the Justinian Society
of Lawyers. However, nothing makes
Rich and his beautiful wife of 28 years,
Peggy, more proud than the wonderful success they have had in raising 4
outstanding children, Michael, Danny,
Joey and Rachel.
Richard F. Pellegrino is a most
deserving recipient of the Justinian
Society of Lawyers’ prestigious Award
of Excellence.

Alexi Giannoulias

Justice Anthony J. Scariano
Humanitarian Award
On September 23, 2009, at its prestigious Annual Installation and Awards
Dinner at Chicago’s Palmer House, Alexi
Giannoulias will be presented with the
Justinian Society of Lawyers significant
Justice Anthony J. Scariano Humanitarian
Award.
Some years ago, John Sciaccotta, a
farsighted president of the Justinian
Society, created the Anthony J. Scariano
Humanitarian Award to recognize folks
from the Chicagoland community that
have provided great statesmanship and
leadership in the political arena. Named
after a revered and esteemed career
member, jurist, legislator and lawyer,
this Justinian award is to pay tribute
and recognize an individual, such as Mr.
Giannoulias, for a record of service to
the community – while demonstrating
a commitment to values, sensitivity and
respect to justice.
Alexi Giannoulias has demonstrated in
his career a commitment to these Scariano
values. He was elected to his first term as
Illinois State Treasurer on Nov. 7, 2006.
At the age of 30, he became the youngest
state treasurer in the nation.
Giannoulias’ story is similar to that of

many members of the Justinian Society,
being the child of immigrants who recognized the potential of American citizenship and chased the dream of a better life.
Giannoulias grew up in Chicago where he
began his career and currently resides.
In his first official act as state treasurer,
Giannoulias ended pay-to-play politics in
the Treasurer’s Office by prohibiting his
campaign fund from taking contributions
from contractors, banks and employees.
Illinois weathered the 2008 market
meltdown because of its conservative
and diversified investment policies. As
the state’s chief investment officer, Giannoulias introduced new strategies that
earned millions of dollars, developed
programs to help thaw the credit markets
for consumers and created hundreds of
jobs, and drafted legislation to trim the
state’s massive pension debt.
As administrator of the states 529 college savings programs, Giannoulias overhauled Illinois’ much criticized Bright
Start Plan. Morningstar has since named
it one of the nation’s top five programs,
calling it a “Cinderella Story” with lower
fees, more investment options, and fewer
tax penalties.
A former community banker, Giannoulias has also responded to national
trends at the state level. During a time
of record foreclosures, Giannoulias created the Finally Home program, which
helps homeowners refinance unaffordable
mortgages.
With the push for green jobs and
lifestyles, Giannoulias established the
nation’s largest hybrid vehicle rebate
program and created a low interest loan
program to help businesses build or go
green. He even harnessed the power of
eBay, generating more revenue for the
state and cutting office costs by selling
unclaimed property online.
Giannoulias graduated cum laude from
Boston University and earned a law degree
from Tulane University’s School of Law
in New Orleans.
Alexi Giannoulias is a worthy recipient
to carry on the legacy of the late, great
Justinian, Justice Anthony J. Scariano.
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Letters to the
Editor
By Katherine A. Amari
Dear Ms. Amari:
I want to thank
you for your
correspondence
of May 13, 2009,
enclosing the most
recent edition of the
Justinian Society
newsletter and to
congratulate you
on a splendid
publication.
- Timothy C. Evans
Chief Judge Circuit Court of Cook County

From left, Clerk Dorothy Brown, past President Celia Gamrath and Chief Judge Tim Evans at a recent
Justinian event.

Dear Katherine:
The Spring 2009 Justinian Newsletter is
outstanding…as usual! Thanks to everyone for
all you do.
- Rep. Franco Coladipietro

From left, Vince Petrosino, past President Franco
Coladipietro and Dick Caldarazzo.

Page 6

Honore Nella Legge Report
By: John Nocita
Since the last
newsletter, announcing the
revitalization of
the Honore Nella
Legge Scholarship Fund, the
following have contributed $200 to our
Justinian scholarship and, therefore have
received their Justinian Society of Lawyers desk flag:
John Locallo
Katherine Amari
Leonard Amari
Justice Moses W. Harrison
Jon DeMoss
Mary L. Milano
Don Storino
In the mid-1980’s, best I could discover,
during the year of Jack Cerone as Justinian
president, and with Anthony “Ace” Erbacci as secretary, the Honore Nella Legge
Scholarship Fund was created. This was
the forerunner of our Justinian Society law
student Scholarship Fund. At an executive
meeting, it was the highly esteemed (now
retired) Judge Frank Siracusa who came
up with the name, Honore Nella Legge,
which means, of course, “Honor in the
Law.” The idea was to create a Justinian

Morici-LoBello Family Memorial Scholarship Recipients Lindsey Ann Carpino (L) and Gia Scatchell (R)
with their parents John and Patricia and John and
Laura.

desk flag, and give them as a token of
appreciation of the Society to anybody
who made a contribution (then of $100)
to our Scholarship Fund.
It was President Cerone’s idea to raise
sufficient enough principal so that annual
scholarships could be provided to needy
Italian-American law students from the
interest without touching the res. The
dreams of those Justinian leaders at
the time, as we all know, have come to
fruition. Over the last decade or so, especially with additional contributions to
our Scholarship Fund made by generous
folks such as Jim Morici, the family of
the late Fred Lambrushi, Steve Phillips in
honor of the late John Giangraso Phillips
and past President Franco Coladipietro,
just to name a few. Our Society averages,
annually, $75,000 in scholarships to needy
Italian-American law students.
For example, the Morici-LoBello family
memorial scholarship recently celebrated
its 10th Anniversary. Established in 1999
by then Justinian Society President, James
J. Morici, Jr., the Morici-LoBello Family
Memorial Scholarship has awarded tens
of thousands of dollars to Italian-American law students. Last year’s recipient,
Amanda Losquadro, has recently taken
the Illinois Bar Exam. She was joined by
fellow recipients Gabriel M. Caporale,
Lindsay Ann Carpino, Allegra Cira, John
Ferrentino, Carmen Forte, Jr., Lee
Ann Fracasso, Danielle Ghioloni,
Matthew Ignoffo, Elisabeth Jardine,
Elizabeth Lauren Kuszak, Christina
Laga, John Lillig, Nichole Massarello, Michael Murphy, Kristine
Rinella and Gianna Scatchell when
the program was expanded. To date,
the scholarship has contributed over
$30,000 to help defray the costs of
legal education.
The motivation for the Honore Nella
Legge Scholarship Fund was exhausted
when we ran out of desk-top Justinian
flags. Now, because of the far-sighted

vision of Past President Mauro Glorioso,
this fund has been reestablished. Anyone
contributing to this Scholarship Fund in
the amount of $200 or more, will have their
names listed as contributors in these pages
and will receive a desk flag embodying
our beloved Justinian Society logo.
How about being the first on your block
to receive a Justinian desk flag by writing a
check to the Justinian Scholarship Fund in
the amount of $200, or more? With the sad
condition of the economy, law students,
especially folks from our community, are
more in need of scholarship monies than
ever. The Justinian Society, in fact, our
ethnicity, is known for its generosity and
concern for others.
Won’t you write your check today to the
Justinian Society Scholarship Fund? Send
it to the Newsletter editor at our Justinian
Headquarters, 734 N. Wells St., Chicago,
IL 60654. And you will immediately
receive in the mail or by messenger, a
mailing tube containing your Justinian
desk flag. See pictures of contributors
Katherine Amari and John Locallo with
their Justinian desk flags below.

Justinian News

April Meeting Report: Nomination of Officers
By: Bill Davy
The annual
Nominating of Officers Dinner was
held on April 16 at
Elmcrest Banquets
in Elmwood Park.
The event was attended by Justinian past presidents,
Tom Battista, Bruno Tassone, Richard
Caifano, Sam Tornatore, Vito D. DeCarlo,
Anthony Fornelli, Bob Bertucci, Franco Coladipietro, Michael Favia, Antonio Romanucci,
Judge Gloria Coco, and Justinian Society student representative Amanda Lasquardo.
Anthony Fornelli, chairman of the nominating
committee, presented this year’s nominations
for executive officers which were selected
by the committee at the March meeting. The
nominations were as follows: Donald J. Storino Jr, president; Christina Mungai, 1st vice
president; Katherine Amari, 2nd vice president;
Greg Garofalo, 3rd vice president; Hon. Robert
W. Bertucci, treasurer; and Anita DeCarlo, secretary. A nomination of Dennis Beninato was
made from the floor for the Treasurer position.
That nomination was seconded and was noted by
the chairman of the nominating committee. As
is customary, this nomination of officers would
bid farewell to our immediate past president,
Mauro Glorioso, whose enthusiasm and wealth
of information will be missed. [Editor’s Note:
Subsequent to the meeting, Beninato withdrew
his name from consideration.]
This year’s dinner brought new material to
the annual agenda with the introduction of The
Justinian Children’s Endowment Foundation.
Created by Justinian Past President Antonio
Romanucci, the Children’s Endowment Foundation presented three grants to very worthwhile charitable groups. Romanucci gave an
introduction of the Foundation to the Society
and presented this year’s grant recipients.
Make-a-Wish Foundation received a grant
from the Children’s Endowment Foundation in the amount of $2,500. The grant was
presented by Judge Bertucci and presented to
Linda Parks of Make-a-Wish. Since 1980, the
Make-A-Wish Foundation has enriched the
lives of children with life-threatening medical
conditions through its wish-granting work. The
Foundation's mission reflects the life-changing
impact that a Make-A-Wish experience has
on children, families, referral sources, donors,
sponsors and entire communities. Since its
humble beginnings, the organization has blos-

Past Presidents Antonia Romanucc and Lisa Marino
with President Don Stornio.

Past Presidents Mike Favia and Tom Battista (right.)

somed into a worldwide phenomenon, reaching
more than 174,000 children around the world.
For more information on Make-a-Wish Foundation please visit www.wish.org.
Bear Necessities Pediatric Cancer Foundation, also received a grant from the Children’s
Endowment Foundation of $2,500, presented
to Fredrick Bates. Bear Necessities Pediatric
Cancer Foundation, Inc. was founded in late
1992 by Kathleen A. Casey, President. The
foundation is named in memory of her eight
year old son, Barrett "Bear" Krupa, who died
after a courageous five and a half year battle with
Wilms Tumor, a pediatric cancer. The foundation's Small Miracle Program has provided a
means to fulfill Bear's mission to brighten the
lives of pediatric cancer patients by granting
special requests to them and to ease the burdens
of the families through assistance with some of
the immediate needs that they may be facing
while fighting this physically, emotionally, and
financially devastating disease. For more information on Bear Necessities Pediatric Cancer
Foundation please visit www.bearnecessities.
org.
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May Meeting Report: Installation of Officers
By Vincent R. Vidmer
This year’s nomination dinner at Gibson’s
was excellent,
as has been the
case in years past.
What better way
to transition the
society’s coveted
board member positions by breaking some bread
and indulging in
some gourmet red
meat with friends
and colleagues. Do
I need to remind
everyone that the
broccoli was the size of a football and the desert was bigger than a basketball? Needless to
say, the room was packed with familiar faces,
past-presidents, students and family members
all enjoying the evening alike.
The agenda set for the night was to elect the
incoming officers for the year, and honor our
out-going president, Mauro Glorioso. Mauro
will always be recognized as a president who passionately served the Society and devoted himself
to the organization. The presidential torch was
passed on to a worthy nominee, Donnie Storino
Jr. In respective order, the other 2009-10 officers
are: Christina Mungai, 1st VP; Katherine Amari,
2nd VP; Judge Robert Bertucci, treasurer; and
Anita DeCarlo, secretary.
Illinois Supreme Court Chief Justice Thomas
Fitzgerald, who swore in the officers, received
the Justice Anthony Scariano Humanitarian
Award and delivered a great speech where he
cleverly traced his surname back to an original
Italian heritage, via the Garibaldis. Perhaps the
Justinian Society can petition Justice Fitzgerald
to finally rule that St. Patrick was actually Italian
and we can then consolidate St. Josephs Day and
St. Patrick Day into one Granda Festa where we
all drink red beer and eat green pasta.
Justice Fitzgerald was only one the esteemed
honorees of the night. Judge Moses Harrison
was honored with the Sbarbaro award for a
career which claims, lawyer, teacher, mentor
and of course judge, as was Nicholas Glorioso
– a second Sbarbaro recipient. Gina DiBella
was honored as Young Lawyer of the Year for
her hard work and dedication to the Justinian
Society.
One part of the evening that was near and
dear to my heart was the Distinguished Service
Award to my mother, Nina Albano Vidmer. It
was great to see my mom with a surprised look
and humbled excited voice as she accepted the
award. Way to go mom! You deserve it!
All and all the night was a success for those
who were honored as well as for those who
filled up on good food and stimulating conversation.
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Attenzione!
Office Space

The 2009-2010 officers being sworn in by Justice
Fitzgerald.

Some of our members have office
space to lease: downtown, near
north, suburbs, etc. If interested
please contact the newsletter editor
for details.

Outgoing President Mauro Glorioso passes the torch
and gives well wishes to our new President Donnie
Storino.

Help wanted!
We always have a number
of resumes of young lawyers
and law students at local law
schools seeking law clerk
positions.
From left: Donald Storino, Sr., Richard Pellegrino,
this years recipient of the Justinian Award of Excellence, and new President Donnie Storino, Jr.

There are also individuals
looking for secretarial or assistant positions in a law firm
setting, most with previous
experience in a law office.
Please contact the Editor,
Leonard F. Amari if you are interested at lfa@amari-locallo.
com or #312-255-8550.

Justice Thomas Fitzgerald receives the Justice
Anthony Scariano Humanitarian Award from Mauro
Glorioso.

2009 GOLF OUTING
By: Jason Willson,
John Marshall Law School
My first Justinian Society event was as a
volunteer at the Golf Outing on July 13 at the
Bloomingdale Golf Club. I have been attending
the John Marshall Law School as a night student
for the past year and as such, had been unable
to attend any of the Justinian Society dinners
last year. Although I immediately joined my
law school chapter, I wanted to see what the
real Justinian Society was all about. I was not
disappointed.
I was greeted by golf outing organizer Judge Bob Bertucci, treasurer; Don Storiino, president
extraordinaire, Past President Sam Tornatore. and Past President Sam Tornatore, event chairman.
He had everything perfectly organized with
the help of Nina Albano Vidmer. I was also
greeted by Second Vice President Katherine
Amari; Secretary Anita DeCarlo; and law
student volunteers, Andi Crivolio, Lisa Perna,
Lauren Davalle, Melissa Taormina, Lindsey Ann
Carpino, John Simpson, Mike Spinazzola, Lea
Ann Fracasso and Ashley Hayes.
After check-in, I was assigned to work
the 9th hole with fellow JMLS student, Andi
Crivolio. While assisting at the hole, I had the
opportunity to meet President Donnie Storino
and Third Vice-President Gregg Garofalo. In
addition, I had the pleasure of meeting event
co-chairs Past President Richard Caldarazzo, Tournament Winners (from Left) Pete, Steve and
along with Frank Sommario and Anita
Sam Tornatore, with their cousin Steve Notaro
DeCarlo. Others past presidents in attendance
included Michael Monico, John Locallo (who
is also the 2nd Vice President of the ISBA), O’Brien, past Justinian presidents, Richard
Tony Romanucci, Joseph Locallo, Joseph Caifano, Michael Favia, Richard Caldarazzo,
Bisceglia (past president of the Illinois State Umberto Davi, Len DeFranco, Tom Battista
Bar Association), Mauro Glorioso (member and Franco Coladipietro, who is also a State
of the Board of Governors of the Illinois State Representative for the 45th District.
The winners of the Tournament were Sam
Bar Association), Honorable Bruno Tassone,
Tornatore,
his two brothers, Steve and Pete
Honorable Gloria Coco and Honorable Anthony
and
his
cousin
Steve Notaro. The winner for
Erbacci. Lastly, I had the opportunity to meet
“closest
to
the
pin” was Kay Nelson, guests
many members of the ISBA Board of Governors
of
The
Law
Offices
of Amari & Locallo.
including Dion Davi, Frank Sommario, and
Thank
you
to
the
Justinian Society for
Paula Holderman, current member of the Illinois
such
a
wonderful
day
being
my first outing
State Bar Association’s Board of Governors, who
with the Society.
intends to be a candidate for 3rd
Vice President of the Illinois
State Bar Association.
The weather was
absolutely perfect. There
was not a cloud in the sky
and absolutely no humidity.
In addition, throughout the
afternoon, I was visited by the
cigar cart, driven by Carmen
Forte, the fruit cart, driven
by Katherine Amari and
Anita DeCarlo as well as the
beverage cart. Once we finished
working, we all gathered at the
club house and relaxed until
dinner. During dinner, I met
the president of the Illinois
State Bar Association, John
A goodly number of volunteers turned out to assist.

Chapter Updates:
DuPage County

DuPage Installation Dinner
By: Dion U. Davi

The DuPage
Chapter of our
Society held its
annual Installation
and Scholarship
Dinner at Carlucci’s Restaurant in
Downers Grove on
May 14. Michael
J. Calabrese was
installed as the 32nd
president following in the footsteps of former
great presidents such as Justice Anthony M.
Peccarelli, Honorable John Panegasser, Honorable Richard D. Russo, Honorable Michael
R. Galasso, and Frank J. DeSalvo. Michael
and the other new officers were sworn into
office by Justice Ann Jorgensen of the 2nd
District Appellate Court and former Chief
Judge for the 18th Judicial Circuit Court. The
new officers include: Dion U. Davi, 1st vice
president; Todd D. Scalzo, 2nd vice president;
Lynn M. Mirabella, secretary; Maria T. Mack,
treasurer; and James “Jay” Laraia, immediate
past president.
Continued on page 10

From left: Dion Davi, Todd Scalzo, Michael Calabrese, Justice Ann Jorgensen, James Laraia, Maria
Mack, and Lynn Mirabella.

Judge Linda Davenport, James Laraia, and Frank
DeSalvo.
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Chapter Updates, Continued from page 9

After the installation, the law student scholarships were presented to the lucky recipients.
Marsha Cellucci, chair of the Scholarship
Committee, presented Michael Pisano from
The John Marshall Law School and Nicholas
Gibson from Loyola University Chicago
School of Law with checks in the amount of
$2,000. The recipients were chosen for their
affection for their heritage, esteemed scholarship, and commitment to the Society.
Finally, Immediate Past President Laraia
presented Past President Frank J. DeSalvo
with a plaque in recognition of all his years
of service, hard work and dedication to the
Society. Frank was the 24th president of the
DuPage Chapter and recently resigned his
position on the Executive Committee. Frank
was responsible for many initiatives including ascertaining certification of the Chapter
as not-for-profit organization, mentoring
younger members and bar association leaders, and being the bridge to maintain the core
values that the Chapter’s founders instilled
in its members to the new generation of the
Society. Frank has left behind a legacy for
every future officer and member to strive to
emulate. Past Justinian president and current
third vice president for the DuPage County Bar
Association, Sharon R. Knobbe will succeed
Frank on the Executive Committee.
The 2009 Installation and Scholarship Dinner allowed every one to enjoy good friends,
good food, and a little recognition for the pillars of the Society and the legal community.
The success and attendance that evening was
a great start to a promising year for the new
officers and members of the Chapter.
One of President Calabrese’s first initiatives
was to set all of the dates for the DuPage
Chapter’s major events by the time he took
office. I am glad to report that Mike, with the
assistance of his officers, was successful in
accomplishing this task. The Chapter held
a Kick-Off Cook Out for all dues-paying
members on August 27 at the home of Dion
and Kelly Davi in Wheaton. Next the Chapter
will host the 19 Annual Cancer Ball on Friday,
September 25th at the Oakbrook Wyndham
Drake. On Thursday, January 7 (location
tba) the inaugural New Years party will take
place. The annual and always well attended
St. Joseph’s Day Dinner will be held on March
22 at Amalfi’s in Bloomingdale. Finally,
the new slate of officers led by President
Elect Dion Davi will be installed at the next
year’s Installation and Scholarship Dinner
on Thursday, May 13 (location TBA). The
next time you are surfing the internet, check
out the Chapter’s website located at www.
dupagejustinians.com to check on these and
other events, view photos from past events,
and search out other members.
Page 10

Winnebago County
By: Frank A. Perrecone
President, Winnebago

Selection into
the Rockford Italian American Hall
of Fame is an honor bestowed by the
Greater Rockford
Italian American
Association (GRIAA) to certain
individuals that
have exemplified
the spirit of our
heritage. Since
1978, about 50
individuals have been inducted, seven of
whom are Winnebago County Justinians.
Deceased Justinians Sam Cannariato, Angelo Gaziano, and Phillip A. Nicolosis were
powerhouses in Rockford‘s legal community
each having practice law for over 50 years.
They were inducted in 1984, 1992, and 2001
respectively. Equally respected, three of their
contemporaries, Larry Ferolie, Tony Fabiano
and Matt Cicero, were inducted in 2004.
Larry continues to oversee the operations of
his law firm. Tony is active in the practice of
law. Matt is retired.
By far the youngest Justinian with Hall
of Fame distinction is Paul Logli, who was
honored in 1998 at the age of 48. It is believed
Paul is the youngest person ever inducted into
GRIAA’s Hall of Fame. Paul’s selection was
rightly earned. Not only was he in his third
term as Winnebago County State’s Attorney
when he was inducted, but was (and still is)
one of the most well-known persons in the
county. For years he has emceed countless
fundraisers for not-for-profit organizations
helping them raise money for charitable
purposes.
After serving with distinction a total of 28
years as state’s attorney, associate and circuit
judge, he is now president and chief executive
officer of Rockford’s United Way.
Winnebago County Justinians continue
to play important rolls not only in the legal
community but in the community at large.
Someday other Justinians may follow in
the footsteps of these accomplished men.
However for now, GRIAA will recognize
these men along with the other inductees at
the Columbus Day Mass at St. Anthony of
Padua Church in Rockford on October 11.
[Editors note: Frank is chairman of the
Greater Rockford Italian American Association.]

Law School Updates:
By: Michael Pisano
Gibsons Dinner
Law students
from various
schools were in
attendance for the
Gibsons dinner.
While the Justinian’s were celebrating the installation
of officers, the Justinian Law Students were secretly celebrating
the completion of their last final for the year,
and were in dire need of a few drinks and a
great meal. After dinner, both students and
members continued the celebration on Rush
Street--the law students could not have asked
for a better way to celebrate.
Summer
The law school “finals celebration” did not
last long; most law students quickly began
their summer jobs. DePaul’s Kristine Rinella
spent her summer as a summer association at
Seyfarth Shaw, while John Marshall’s John
Ferrentino worked at SmithAmundson, also
as a summer association. Many Justinians,
such as Nichole Massarello, Lisa Perna,
Lauren DaValle, Andi Crivolio, and Mike
Spinazolla, spent their time at Cook County’s
26th and California either learning the ropes or
putting their 711 license to good use. Melissa
Taormina worked at Sutter & Ori; Christina
Ranallo at Gordon & Centracchio; Jay Wilson
at Cullen, Haskins, Nicholson, & Menchetti;
and I was splitting my time between Storto
& Finn while also working as a research
assistant to Dean Corkery in helping update
his Evidence horn book. Congratulations to
everyone for finding jobs and thank you to
any Justinian’s who hired a Justinian student
for the summer.
While others were hard at work, Ron Richio
spent his summer studying in Italy. Richio
had the opportunity to attend a lecture by
Justice Ginsburg, meet with Italy’s Attorney
General, and visit Italy’s Supreme Court.
Justinians Respond to Italy’s 2009 Earthquake
The John Marshall Law School Justinian chapter hosted a successful fundraising
event at Swig bar, where they were joined
by attorneys and law students from DePaul
and Loyola Law Schools. This event raised
money for the L’Aquila Fund to help rebuild
a hospital destroyed in the earthquake. Thank
you to all who attended and donated.
Mentoring
The Justinian Mentoring Group at John
Marshall finished another blazing semester

in May. The group, which aims to get 1L's
at John Marshall through their first year with
flying colors, was created by elder statesman
and proud Justinian Leonard Amari. The
John Marshall alumnus and current President
of the Board began getting phone call after
phone call from attorneys, friends and family
looking to get loved ones into John Marshall.
Leonard began to call himself the "Patron
Saint of Low Law Board Scorers." But with
the leadership of the group's alumni and the
help from second and third-year students at
John Marshall, the mentees have been earning
strong grades each and every semester. In the
spring, the group notched a 3.1 GPA.
Meeting twice per semester at Mr. Amari's
office on Wells Street, the Justinian Mentoring Group covers specific exam-taking tips,
time management, note-taking skills, and
other various ways to traverse the stressful
first year of law school. The beginners are
given detailed scouting reports on professors,
getting a big leg up on competition. Further,
many of the students (who may be labeled "at
risk" coming into law school) have ended up
at the top of their class, members of the Law
Review, National Moot Court Competitors,
and recipients of academic scholarships.
3L Matt Kellam enters his second semester
as Chair of the group. Kellam, who clerked at
Stahl Cowen Crowley Addis in Summer 2009,
is one of two students selected at Marshall
to compete in the 2010 Moot Court National
Championship in Houston, Texas. Other veteran leaders this fall are Law Review scholars
Jessica Kull and John Ferrentino. Ferrentino
is Staff Editor and Kull is the Lead Articles
Editor on the Executive Board of the Law
Review.

by hosting activities such as the Wine Tasting,
Meatball Madness, and various fundraisers.
I am happy to report that through the encouragement, mentoring, and support of the
parent organization, The John Marshall Law
School Justinian Chapter has been awarded
a Merit Award for being one of the most active student organizations in the law school.
A special thanks to all those members who
attend these events hosted by the law student
chapters.
Meatball Madness
By: gabe Caporale
Five hundred plus homemade meatballs
on a Table...Only
at a Justinian function"
That table was
at the 3rd annual
Meatball Madness, held at The
John Marshall Law
School on April 9,
consisting of nine
contestants, who
each made around
60-70 Meatballs,
you do the math!
The evening was truly a success this year.
The aroma in the student lounge at JMLS attracted not only the invited guests consisting
of judges, attorneys, students, and faculty, but
the majority of people in the building that
evening. The theme of the night was, "This is
Great...who are the Justinians?". In addition
to the meatballs, a variety of food was served
ranging from Pasta, to chicken, to Cannollis...
not to mention vino, lemoncello and cafe. We
were fortunate and want to say thank you to
the restaurants that donated food, including
Volare, Greco, Piccolo Sono and others.
Last but not least the Meatball Madness
winners were: 1st Place Mark "Ciccone"
McGuire; 2nd Place Gabe Caporale (yes me...
you can't go wrong with Grandma's recipe);
3rd Place Nichole Massarello. Finally, a
"Shout Out" to the Meatball Madness "CoFounders", Gina Rossi and Vince Vidmer...
Great Idea!

President of the Board of Trustees of The John Marshall Law School Leonard Amari, President Emeritus
Alfred Gallo and Dean John Corkery join a group of
students at a recent mentoring program meeting.

Merit award
While the Justinian Society members provide law students with great mentors and great
meals, the organization itself is something to
be emulated by various law school chapters.
For years The John Marshall Law School
Justinian Chapter has strived to be as active
as the Justinian Society parent organization

The fruit doesn’t fall
far from the tree.
We hear from time to time, by word of mouth
at weddings and birthday parties of good things
that are happening to children of our members.
A lot of it is because, as the heading of this
article indicates, the fruit doesn’t fall far from
the tree. Here are some of the successes of
some of the children of our members, many of
the children we have met at Justinian function,
Family Day, and the like.
• The two sons of Richard Pellegrino are
distinguishing themselves one at the University
of Illinois law school and the other soon to
begin at John Marshall;
atThe
• Justino Mirabelli starts at
The John Marshall
Law School in September;
• John Gagliardo, son of Jennifer and Joseph,
finished in the honors program after his first
undergraduate year at Marquette University;
• Joseph Banks, son of our good friend, the
Alderman Bill; John Ferrentino, nephew of
the late Judge Tony Scotillo; Dan Garramone,
son of member Dan; Christina Italia, daughter
of Kathleen; are doing very well at the John
Marshall Law School, along with other folks in
the Justinian Mentoring Program and active
student Justinians, Christopher Cali, Tony
Casaccio, Vince Deligio, Anthony DeRose,
Megan Fischietto, Anthony Boyle, Joseph
LaRocco, Michael Pisano, Daniel Yukich and
Michael Gamboney. Having said farewell to
their fellow mentoring program mates, Gabe
Caporale and Ryan Gianni, who have recently
took the bar exam and are awaiting results.
• Many students recently completed the
SCALES (pre-admission) program at The John
Marshall Law School and will be entering the
Fall ’09 class, including: Rosalee Inendino,
daughter of Jim; Katie Hegarty, daughter of
past ISBA president Terry; and Joseph Murphy,
son of Judge Patrick.
• STEPHENS COMPLETES USCG BOOTCAMP. The beautiful and obviously able granddaughter of Bruno and Cheri Tassone, Seaman
Apprentice Victoria L. Stephens graduated from
U.S. Coast Guard Basic Training at Cape May
NJ on March 20th 2009. Training consisted
of basic seamanship, firefighting, weapons
training, military protocol, time management
and physical fitness. In addition, the Coast
Guard Core Values of Honor, Respect,
and Devotion to Duty were instilled in all
phases of training. Victoria is the daughter
of Wayne and Tina Scheidemann from
Lakeport Ca.
• Ryan Davi, son of Umberto and Janet
Davi, has achieved the highest rank in Boy
Scouts, that if Eagle Scout last June. Ryan
is now a high school senior. He is an honor
student and is looking forward to attending
college in the fall.

The group, including then President Mauro Glorioso, at
the 2009 Meatball Madness event.
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Tornatore: A Subtle Leader

By: Leonard Amari

There are many folks
from our ethic community,
leaders in the Chicagoland
area, who go about their
business, doing good,
subtly, without fanfare
or accolades. This month
we highlight another
such quiet leader, Sam
Tornatore. Over the last
several decades he has
substantially contributed
in this role, subtly, for the
betterment of the ItalianAmerican condition.
Salvatore J. “Sam”
Tornatore is a graduate of
The John Marshall Law
School, and a practicing attorney for the past
34 years with offices in
Bloomingdale. He handles
civil and criminal litigation and represents many
corporate and business clients. Also, Sam is an arbitrator for the American
Arbitration Association. He is a highly respected
Illinois attorney and bar leader. Sam is an active member and is past president of both the
Justinian Society of (Italian) Lawyers and the
National Italian American Bar Association. In
addition, Sam is a member of the Chicago Bar
Association and Illinois State Bar Association
where he has served with distinction on its
Assembly, the supreme governing body of this
32,000-member attorney organization.
Earlier this year, Sam was elected a Bloomingdale Township Trustee, to serve until 2013.
Sam has also been entrusted with duties of
treasurer for the Bloomingdale Township Republican Organization.
The Roselle community is home to Sam, his
lovely wife Marcia, who serves by appointment
as superintendent of the Itasca School District
(#10), and beautiful daughter Ali, a senior at the
University of Iowa. With an interest in serving
his community, Roselle has benefited from
Sam’s quiet leadership skills and his ability to
successfully team with others in local government resulting in outstanding programs and
services. Originally appointed to the Village of
Roselle Zoning Board of Appeals in 2001, Sam
was elected village trustee in May of 2004 where
he served with distinction for many years.
Sam’s commitment to the community is
displayed in his participation in numerous local organizations, many of which he has served
as president, including the Roselle Chamber
of Commerce & Industry. Shortly after Sam
became a chamber member in October 2000,
he was elected to the Board of Directors, and
was further elected to serve a two-year term as
vice president in 2002, followed by a two-year
term as president in 2004. Sam continues to
serve on the board and remains an active and
valued member of the Chamber, and was recently
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named its Business Person
of the Year.
Sam has been a leader
for the Chicagoland Italian American Charitable
Organization (CIACO) in
many successful fundraising activities which assisted
the needy and provided
funds to encourage the advancement of our youth in
educational endeavors with
scholarships. He also serves
as co-chair of the Justinian
Society Scholarship Committee that annually awards,
with law school matching
funds, about $70,000 to
needy Italian-American
law students. Other past
community involvement
includes presentations at
colleges and broadcasting
on a local radio station. His
legal expertise has rated
him the title of “The Legal
Eagle” with his well-known
long-running radio broadcast program of “The
Legal Point of View” on WJJG (1530 AM).
Sam, along with his career mentor Dick Caifano, and a few other Justinians, recognized in
the late 1980s that there was no specific entity
created to assure a political voice for our ethnic
community in Chicago. Not only was Sam a
founder of the Italian American Political Coalition, he served admirably as a board member
for many years.
Throughout Sam’s professional career, he
has received numerous awards for a variety of
accomplishments honoring his leadership. Most
recent, Sam was presented with the “Man of the
Year” award from CIACO. He proudly accepted
the Mentoring Award from the Justinian Society,
the largest and most respected ethnic lawyer
group and the third largest bar association in
the state. The Justinian Society has been a successful and preeminent lawyers group precisely
because it mentors its young lawyers, a major
leadership agenda of Tornatore.
Whether in the Justinian Society or in business
or through political and other private organizations, Sam has demonstrated consistency in
serving the personal and professional needs
of others, quietly and with great dignity. His
contributions coupled with honesty, intelligence,
leadership and integrity make Sam Tornatore one
of the more respected and revered, but too often
unrecognized (the way he prefers it), leaders and
contributors in our ethnic community.
The son of Sicilian parents, Peter and Nicoletta, from the town of Bagheria, where his
family still runs a macelleria by the town square
center, Sam was raised, along with brothers Pete
and Steve, around North and LeClaire St., and
St. Peter Canisius parish.
Another example of the best of our community.

Tribute to Giordano
[Editor’s note: The May edition of
the publication, Newsbriefs, of the
very active and highly respected
northwest Suburban Bar Association
paid a tribute to our brother Justinian,
Nicholas Giordano. Written by the then
president of the NWSBA, Richard P.
Miller, a portion of the tribute is as
follows.]
The term of Nicholas Giordano, a
member of the Board of Governors for
over nine years comes to an end in June
2009. As is usual, the association will
request applications from members
interested in filling Nick’s spot on the
Board of Governors.
It should be noted that Nick’s service to the Northwest Suburban Bar
Association over the past 9 years will
be extremely hard to replace. He has
been one of the most active board
members during his term. He has been
the co-chairman of the golf outing
since 2004.
Over the years, Nick worked on
People’s Law School Mock Trial and
was an active member of the Criminal
Law Committee. He was frequently
seen at all of our major events.
In my opinion, Nick exemplifies
what every member of the Board of
Governors should aspire to become.
He supported this organization with
his time, his effort and financial contributions. I know I am not alone in
hoping that Nick stays active in the
Association.

From left, Nick Giordano, Tony Fornelli and Joe
Cataldo.

Legal Pioneer Louis Garippo Honored
[Editor’s Note: This article, by staff writer
Jerry Crimmins, was originally printed in the
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin’s Amicus Curios
section, and is being reprinted here, in part,
with permission.]

The career of Louis B. Garippo as prosecutor, judge, defense lawyer and advocate for
defendants with additions and mental problems
spans 50 years in Cook County.
A bit of a legend at the Criminal Courts at
26th Street and California Avenue, Garippo’s
career in the state’s attorney’s office spans the
Summerdale police scandal, the Richard Cain
scandal and the murder case of Richard Speck,
who killed eight student nurses.
As a judge, Garippo presided over the trial of
John Wayne Gacy who was eventually executed
for killing 33 men and boys.
Garippo also was one of the pioneers in the
cause of diverting drug- and alcohol-addicted
defendants into treatment instead of prison.
After he retired from the bench in 1980, when
he was just 49, Garippo joined the board of
Treatment Alternatives for Safe Communities,
or TASC, and served from 1980 to 2007.
For nearly 20 of those years he was board
chairman.
Recently, TASC gave Garippo the Award of
Leadership in Justice and Law “for his lifetime
of extraordinary service to the community and
his exemplary dedication to social justice.”
TASC began in 1976 in Cook County on a
federal demonstration grant to provide sentencing alternatives for drug convictions in the
criminal justice system, according to Melody
Heaps, its president and founder.
TASC gave judges the chance to sentence
some users to treatment in lieu of prison.
When it started, the primary targets were
heroin addicts, many of whom were Vietnam
veterans, Garippo said.
TASC was “quite small” when Garippo joined,
Heaps recalled. It had a $500,000 budget and 25
employees, and served about 250 heroin addicts
a year in Cook County.
When Garippo left the TASC board in 2007,

From left: Lou Garippo; Eve Pusateri, wife of the
late Larry Pusateri; and Bill Davy at a DePaul law
event.

From left, the late Judge Jim Alesia, Lou Garippo,
and Gerard Facchini.

it had a $23 million annual budget and helped
30,000 clients annually in every county in the
state, Heaps said.
In his TASC years, because of his criminal
justice career, Garippo brought credibility to the
organization, said Rev. Donald M. Hallberg, a
fellow TASC board member.
Garippo was born and raised in the Galewood
neighborhood on the Northwest Side. He said
he started out as a child sitting next to judges on
the bench in police station courts on the West
Side where his father, Louis P. was a courtroom
bailiff.
“My dad said a great career would be to go
to college, go to law school, go to the state’s attorney’s office to learn how to try a case and then
come out and be a lawyer,” Garippo recalled.
The son followed that advice after a fashion.
He went to law school at DePaul University,
served two years in the army and joined the
state’s attorney’s office in 1958.
Only six years later, Garippo was made chief
of the Criminal Division. In 1966, he became
first assistant to then-State’s Attorney John J.
Stamos.
“Today it would be impossible” to rise so
quickly, Garippo observed. “In those days they
pushed responsibility on you really fast.”
When he joined the office, it had about 140
prosecutors, who typically stayed on the job for
only a brief time. Today it has 900 prosecutors,
and people spend their careers there.
As a prosecutor, “Louie was the brains behind
the Summerdale prosecution,” said his friend
and colleague, William J. Martin.
In the 1960’s Summerdale scandal, eight
Chicago police officers were accused of conspiring with a burglar, Richard Morrison, to loot
North Side retail stores. The scandal “rocked the
Chicago Police Department and the confidence
of the public to its bare foundations,” according
to historian Richard C. Lindberg.
At the height of the drama, Morrison, who testified against the police, was shot and wounded
outside the Criminal Courts building.
Morrison ran back into the courthouse and

cried, “Louis Louis, stay with me,” related exreporter Sullivan.
“He’s begging [Garippo] to please ride in the
ambulance with him because he’s afraid the cops
will kill him,” Sullivan related in 2004.
Sullivan’s account “is true. Every word of it
is true,” Garippo said.
Among the many famous cases Garippo won
was that brought against Richard Cain, chief
investigator for then-Sheriff Richard B. Ogilvie,
for conspiracy to commit perjury. That conviction was overturned due to the taint of publicity,
Garippo said. But Cain later was convicted of
other charges in federal court and then slain in
a mob murder.
In 1968, Garippo was elected a Circuit Court
judge.
When he retired from the bench after the Gacy
case, Garippo became a private defense lawyer
as well as head of the TASC board.

A Golf Story:

The Number Three
By Joseph F. Locallo, Jr.

So why do you put three beans in your sambuca
and not two, or four, or one? Certainly one does
not take matters to chance and three was also
the magic number for Dan Fusco (Rock Fusco &
Associates) when he masterfully hit his golf ball
at the 12th hole of the Evanston Golf Club for a
hole in one!
Dan was playing the round of golf with fellow
member John Jiganti (Madden Jiganti Moore &
Sinars LLP) on July 28, 2009 as a two-some.
Club rules require that there are two witnesses
to any hole in one and had they continued their
play as a two-some this writing would not have
occurred. But, providence (or being Italian)
came into play when they made the turn to play
the back nine and met up with Dominic Fichera
(Fichera & Miller). They enticed Dominic to join
them for a few holes on the back nine and the
rest became an historical event.
Now the enticement was most successful
because minutes before Kristine and Joseph
Locallo (Amari & Locallo) were also beginning
a round on the first tee when they bumped into
Dominic on his way to the practice green. Also
offering the possibility of playing around with
them Dominic wanted to continue with his warm
up on the chipping range before he began play.
Had Dominic decided to play the round with the
Locallo’s without his warm up, there would have
only been two beans in Dan Fusco’s sambuca and
the jubilation of seeing the ball roll into the cup
with one swing would have gone unregistered.
So, never leave anything to chance. Always put
three beans in your sambuca!
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O'Brien Assumes
ISBA Presidency

ISBA NEWS

By: Katherine Amari
Congratulations to career Justinian, John G. O’Brien, upon assuming
the presidency of the 37,000 member
state-wide Illinois State Bar Association. John has been a dues-paying
Justinian for at least 10 years, as far
back as our records would indicate.
Not only is he a dues-paying member
of our beloved bar association, but he
rarely misses a meeting, golf outing or
any other events sponsored by our society. Everybody knows John O’Brien,
they recognize his terrific charisma and
that he is a guy that “shows up.”
A Chicagoland guy, John is a graduate of Loyola Academy in Wilmette, having been raised
in the northwest suburb of Mount Prospect. He
is a 1968 graduate of Notre Dame, and taught
grammar school in Rolling Meadows while he
attended law school at Loyola University School
of Law in the evenings.
A little known fact is that John started his
career as a lawyer working for our brother,
Gerry Facchini, in the firm that was then known
as Biestek & Facchini. With Gerry, he handled
wills, real estate, family law and trial work. It was
there, according to articles in legal publications,
that John recognized that he much preferred to
do transactional work than litigation. In 1976 he
started the firm of Fisher & O’Brien in Mount
Prospect with the late Don Fischer, and started
his own practice in 1980.
Of course, we all recognize that John O’Brien
is a founding member in 1997 of the Illinois
Real Estate Lawyers Association, which was
also the 1st year that he was elected to a position
of prominence in the ISBA, being elected to its
supreme governing body, its Assembly. John is
married to the lovely Karen.
President O’Brien, the Justinians are at your
disposal. You follow in the footsteps of other

ISBA president John O’Brien with past ISBA
President Irene Bahr.
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From left, ISBA President John O’Brien, past
President Jack Carey, 2nd Vice-President John
Locallo and President-Elect Mark Hassakis.

Justinians who served as ISBA presidents, including: Cheryl Niro, Larry Pusateri, Mike
Coccia, Joe Bisceglia, Irene Bahr, Leonard
Amari, Ralph Gabric, Bob Downs and soon to be
followed by Mark Hassakis and John Locallo.

Justinians Successful in
ISBA Elections
By: John Nocita
Over the years, ever since the early 1970’s
when the late Judge Gerald Sbarboro showed
us the way, our Justinians have had a significant influence in governance of the 37,000
member statewide Illinois State Bar Association. As the story goes, it was at the time of
the creation of the Assembly, the statewide
legislative supreme governing group of this
entity, that Judge Sbarboro pointed out at one
of our regular monthly meetings, in those days
they were luncheons, on the third Thursday
of the month, that if our society voted in a
block, we could elect folks to the assembly
and from there into significant positions of
governance. It was also at about this time
that the late Justice Larry Pusateri became
the first Justinian elected 3rd vice president
of the Illinois State Bar Association.
Since Pusateri was president of the state
bar in the 70s, a goodly handful of other
Italian-Americans have succeeded him in this
position, including, the late Michael Coccia,
Leonard Amari, Ralph Gabric, Cheryl Niro,
and most recently, Joe Bisceglia, and in 2010,
John G. Locallo. And certainly more to follow.

Over the years many of our Justinians
have served on the Board of Governors
of the Illinois State Bar Association,
too numerous to mention, and many
of which are still involved in the
governance and in making significant
contributions to the legal profession.
The report of the tellers of the 2009
elections recently released the results
of this year’s round of elections, and,
at which, our Justinians were extraordinarily successful.
Mauro Glorioso won one of two
seats for Board of Governors from four
candidates.
Of the 40 or so candidates for the Assembly from Cook County, with only 23
to be elected, the following Justinians
were successful in getting elected or
re-elected to this supreme governing body of
the ISBA, including: Katherine A. Amari, Joe
Cataldo, Cristina Mungai, John L. Nisivaco,
Ronald Anthony Rascia and Beth D. Wade.
It is interesting to note, and congratulations to
her, Katherine A. Amari, our 2nd vice president,
received more votes in that entire election, of
any office, than every other candidate save one,
1,128 votes total.
Our ethnic bar association has reason to be
proud of the influence in this major statewide
bar association, the 5th largest in the country.

Thies Elected 3rd VP
By: John G. Locallo
I had the
privilege of introducing the
new ISBA 3rd
vice president,
John Thies to
the ISBA Board
of Governors at
its July meeting in Chicago.
Because everyone knew John,
I took the liberty
to make a few
things up. Because so many of
you got to meet John at the Justinian meetings
this past year, I thought you might like to read
this. Following are some excerpts of that introduction.
I first met John Thies during the Vietnam War.
It was the fall of Saigon, and John was flying
the helicopter that safely flew me and a host of
others from the embassy roof in Saigon. I still
remember John flying that copter. He had the

ISBA/MIC Underwrites Ball-Reed WBA President
Society Newsletter

From left, ISBA 3rd Vice President John Thies,
Justice Moses W. Harrison II, and Justinian 3rd Vice
President Gregg Garofalo at a recent ISBA event.

steering wheel in one hand, and a malt liquor in
the other. Instead of flying us to a U.S. airbase,
John landed his helicopter in Tokyo. He wanted
to play a round of golf. He was crazy, crazy I
tell you! But he survived Vietnam.
I didn’t see John for several years, but I later
ran into him at Woodstock. I barely recognized
him, his hair was so long. On his left arm he had
a tattoo of a peace sign and a Colt 45 revolver.
John was lead singer in the band, “Country Joe
and the Fish.” John gave a heck of a show. I
remember afterwards, we were partying with
his good friend Janis Joplin – a party animal,
that John Thies.
Oh, did I mention that when John was at the
University of Illinois, he played for the football
team? He still has the university record for scoring 12 TD’s in 4 minutes.
After college, John cut his hair and decided
to become active in politics. He got a job in
the Nixon administration. There he helped plan
and engineer the Watergate break in. For some
reason, I didn’t see John for several years after
that.
Seriously, most people have met John Thies
and know his resume. But for those who don’t
know John, he graduated from Indiana University with distinction, and obtained his law
degree from the University of Illinois. John is
a shareholder in the Urbana law firm of Webber
& Thies where he works with his father, Dick
Thies and brother David. John is an excellent
litigator whose activities in the state bar literally
are too numerous to mention. John was always
there giving his time and his heart to the profession.
The know John Thies is to respect him. John
is returning to the ISBA board not as a board
of governor, but as the newly installed 3rd vice
president. John campaigned state wide showing
his care for his profession, his leadership and
his vision. We all know that John is going to
make an excellent ISBA president, and speaking
on behalf of the board, I know we’re all very
excited to work with you.
But knowing John, what he is most proud of
is the love he has for his family, his wife Terry
and daughters Kathryn and Caroline. I am proud
to call John my friend, John, it’s great to have
you back, welcome.

By: Leonard F. Amari
Longtime Justinian, Jon DeMoss, president
of the Illinois State Bar Association/Mutual
Insurance Company, has agreed to underwrite
the costs of future first class mailings of our
society newsletter. This is very generous on
the part of the officers and directors of the
ISBA/MIC but also good business, since most
Justinians are insured with this extraordinarily
successful lawyers’ malpractice company.
Just by way of background, the ISBA/MIC
was started in the mid 1980’s as a result of the
recommendation of past ISBA president, now
deceased, Jerry Mirza, while he was serving on
its Board of Governors. When the commercial
insurance carriers were raising the premiums
of malpractice coverage for Illinois lawyers by
200, 300 and 400 percent, Mirza said “enough.”
With the leadership of then president, Richard
Thies, the idea of a “captive” insurance company to insure lawyers as an additional ISBA
membership benefit at a fair and reasonable
premium came into existence.
So as to provide for continuity and continuous control, this company was created to be
governed by past presidents of the Illinois State
Bar Association. Of course, many Justinians
who served as president of the 37,000 member ISBA also, therefore, served as president/
chairman of the board of the MIC. Many Justinians continue to serve in the governance of
the MIC including this author, Jim DeSanto,
Bob Downs, Irene Bahr, Jack Carey, Chris
Mullen, Mark Hassakis, John O’Brien, Celia
Gamrath and, of course, Jon DeMoss serves
as the president of the company, thus ensuring
its continuing success.
ISBA Mutual Insurance Company is celebrating its 20th year of service to the profession. Since issuing its first policy on December
1, 1988, the company has experienced steady
growth and improving financial strength.
April 2008 marked a significant milestone
for the company when A.M. Best upgraded its
financial strength rating to “A” (Excellent) and
gave it a stable outlook for future ratings. The
MIC declared another policyholder dividend
for 2008, which is the fourth year in a row
that it has paid its policyholders a dividend.
The dividend amounted to seven percent of
the policyholder’s earned premium in 2008.
ISBA Mutual ended the 2008 year with almost
$25 million in policyholders’ surplus and approximately $55 million in total assets.
We thank President DeMoss, a career
Justinian who never misses a Society event
or meeting, for his continuing support of our
society and for the ISBA/MIC contributions
in underwriting our first-class mailings which
makes preparation of this newsletter immensely
easier in light of the time requirements when
using bulk mail.
For more information on this wonderful
company please contact Kurt Bounds at #312379-2000 or kurt.bounds@isbamic.com.

From left, Hermene Hartman, Women with Vision
award recipient; Chief Judge Timothy C. Evans and
WBA President Judge Patrice Ball-Reed.

By: Marilyn Alioto

The Honorable Patrice Ball-Reed was installed as the Women’s Bar Associations 95th
President on June 11 in the Grand Ballroom
of the Chicago Hilton Towers.
A fellow Justinian, Judge Ball-Reed has
selected as the theme for her Presidency:
“95 years of Excellence: Women Connecting
Women to Opportunities.” Judge Ball-Reed
is a respected leader in Chicago and a loyal
Justinian. In 2008, Judge Ball-Reed was appointed as an associate judge of the Circuit
Court of Cook County. Prior to that appointment, Judge Ball-Reed served as Deputy
Illinois Attorney General for Child Support
Enforcement and worked in the Cook County
State’s Attorney’s Office as the trial supervisor of the Child Support Unit and Deputy
Supervisor of the Tax Unit. Judge Ball-Reed
has been honored numerous times for her
professional success coupled with her service
to the community. Among her honors are the
Black Student’s Association of John Marshall
Law School “Legacy of Opportunity” Award
in 2009, Cook County Bar Association’s Jurist
Award in 2009, Illinois State Bar Association
Board of Governors Award in 2000 and the
John Marshall Distinguished Service Award
in 1998. Judge Ball-Reed has also been recognized as a “Woman Making History” by the
National Council of Negro Women-Chicago
Midwest Section, a “Super Lawyer” by Chicago Magazine and a “Woman of Excellence”
by the Chicago Defender.
In addition to being president of the Women’s Bar Association, Judge Ball-Reed serves
as 2nd vice president of the National Council
of Negro Women, Chicago Midwest section
and is a member of several organizations,
including Illinois Judicial Council, Illinois
Judge’s Association, Black Women Lawyers’
Association of Greater Chicago, Operation
PUSH, Chicago Bar Association, Illinois Bar
Association , Puerto Rican Bar Association,
Continued on page 16
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National Black Prosecutor’s Association and
the Justinian Society of Lawyers.
The Women’s Bar Association of Illinois
Women with Vision Award was given to
Hermene Hartman, Publisher and Editor in
Chief of N’Digo Magapaper. The publication was founded in 1989 and has the largest
African-American newspaper circulation in
the nation and the largest alternative newspaper circulation in Chicago. She also serves
as President and CEO of the Chicago-based
Hartman Publishing Group, Incorporated.
The Women’s Bar Association of Illinois
Service Award was given to K. Stephen Anderson, Illinois State Bar association Director
of Communication. Mr. Anderson has been
with the Illinois State Bar Association for 21
years and was appointed Editor of the ISBA
Bar News in 1991 after serving as Associate
Publisher and Editor of the Chicago Daily
Law Bulletin.
Judge Ball-Reed was installed by the
Honorable Judge Jane Louise Stuart. Judge
Ball-Reed’s gracious acceptance speech set
the tone for a delightful evening. The WBAI
Board for 2009-2010 is as follows:
Honorable Patrice Ball-Reed
President
Kathryn Gallanis Matern
First Vice President
Deane Brown
Second Vice President
Michelle Kohut
Treasurer
Karina DeHayes
Financial Secretary
Eugena Whitson-Owen
Corresponding Secretary
Jessica Arong-O’Brien
Recording Secretary

From left, 2nd Vice President Katherine Amari, Judge
Ball-Reed, and 1st Vice President Cristina Mungai.
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Chiola Leads Lesbian, Gay Judge Group
[Editor’s Note: This article was written by staff writer Maria Kantzavelos for the Amicus
Curious column of the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, and is being reprinted here, in part, with
permission.]
When Thomas R. Chiola
won a seat on the Cook
County bench in 1994, he
made local history as the
first openly gay candidate
elected to any state, county
or municipal office in Illinois.
“I felt rather alone at the
time,” Chiola recalled.
Fast forward 15 years and
Chiola is no longer alone.
Today, he considers himself
part of the “critical mass” of
gay and lesbian judges in
Cook County who make up
the newly formed Alliance
of Illinois Judges.
In June, Chiola, a circuit
judge who serves in the Law Division was
installed as the alliance’s first president in an
inaugural reception that coincided with Gay
Pride Week.
On a broader level, the International Association of Lesbian and Gay Judges has been
in existence for more than a decade. But the
newly created Alliance of Illinois Judges is the
first association of its kind in Illinois.
The Lesbian and Gay Bar Association of
Chicago has grown to a membership of about
300 since its founding nearly two decades
ago, said President Jeremy H. Gottschalk, an
associate at K&L Gates LLP. And area law
schools in recent years formed a coalition of
law school LGBT [lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender] affinity groups, he said.
With 16 charter members, the alliance of
judges aims to serve as a resource for both
judges and the legal community at large on
matter that affect the LGBT community, Chiola
said.
Alliance members also aim to act as mentors
for LGBT law students and new lawyers.
“As we have added more openly gay or
lesbian judges to the Circuit Court of Cook
County, our tribe gets bigger,” Chiola said.
“We finally decided to formally organize so
that we could have a presence and we could be
vocal about seeing that our members were in
line for the appropriate assignments,” he said.
“Also, we wanted to be visible for LGBT law
students, for young lawyers, to see that this is a
career path that might be available to them.”

It was a path followed by
Sebastian T. Patti, supervising judge of the Housing
Section within the 1st municipal District. Patti was
appointed to the Circuit
Court in 1995 and elected
in 1996, becoming the second openly gay candidate
to win a seat on the bench
in Illinois.
“The history of advancing human rights is done in
smaller steps as opposed to
larger steps,” Patti continued. “We as a community
took a number of smaller
steps and now, looking back
as we can in 2009, those series of smaller steps add up to great strides.”
Promoting “equal and unbiased treatment of
LGBT members of the judiciary on issues affecting judges, such as assignments, compensation,
benefits, judicial elections, retentions and appointments,” is one part of the alliance’s stated
mission.
The alliance can be a resource for judges, who
can turn to members for insight based on their
own life experiences, at a time when gay and
lesbian issues have become part of the public
consciousness,” Chiola said.
Judges in Illinois are afforded domestic
partnership health insurance coverage, Chiola
conceded. However, he stressed, “we have to
pay taxes on that coverage as if it is additional
income to us – as opposed to a straight judge,
who would not be paying additional taxes on
those benefits.”
Many of the alliance’s charter members are in
long-term relationships, Chiola added, “Yet none
of our partners will have any right to our pension
benefits. Our members who have children have
further concerns about their surviving partners
being able to provide for their children.
“These are some of the things we think are
important to point out, and we hope to have
an impact in equalizing those types of benefits
amongst all of the members of the judiciary.”
That’s another reason why the alliance was
formed, Chiola said: “To just try to be a little
more visible, to let people know that we’re here.
We’re available. Come talk to us.”

Laraia named Laureate
By: John Nocita
Another Justinian, Joseph M. Laraia of
Wheaton, is inducted as a Laureate of the
prestigious Academy of Illinois Lawyers.
The Academy of Illinois Lawyers was
founded in 1999. Its purpose is to enhance
the honor and dignity of the Bar of Illinois
by recognizing lawyers who personify the
greatness of the legal profession.
The Academy honors lawyers who have
established and maintained the highest principles of the profession as demonstrated by
their pervasive record of service to the law and
the public. And not least, by their example,
they are beacons to others who seek to uphold
the highest standards in the practice of law.
The Laureate Award, the supreme honor
bestowed by the Academy, is awarded to
those deemed to exemplify the highest ideals
of the profession. Since 1999, 92 lawyers
have been selected by the Board of Regents
from submitted nominations to be Laureates.
These Laureate Award recipients reflect both
the brilliance and diversity of the practicing
Bar of Illinois.
Our brother from Wheaton, Joe Laraia,
past president and founder with the late Tony
Peccarelli of our Justinian chapter in DuPage,
joins previous Justinians in receipt of this
significant recognition from his peers.
Joseph M. Laraia of Laraia & Hubbard in
Wheaton, “epitomizes every aspect of what
a lawyer is supposed to be” and “a man who
serves his clients, other lawyers and the community at large,” said Laureate John F. Donahue, his nominator. Laraia, a 1963 graduate of
the Northwestern University School of Law,
is a past resident of the DuPage County Bar
Association and the DuPage County chapter
of the Justinian Society, and was a founder
of the DuPage County Criminal Defense
Association. He chairs the county’s Capital
Litigation Trial Bar, lectures in legal education seminars, serves on his church council,
supports cancer research and other charities,
and mentors lawyers and non-lawyers who
need his wise counsel.

Immediate past president of the Illinois State Bar
Association Jack Carey presents the Laureate Award
to Joe Laraia.

Laureates from left: Anthony Fornelli, Alfred E. Gallo,
Joe Laraia and Joe DuCanto.

Justinians helping celebrate Joe Laraia becoming the
sixth Justinian named Laureate. From left, Joe Bisceglia, Secretary Anita DeCarlo, 2nd Vice President
Katherine Amari, immediate past President Mauro
Glorioso, and past President Anthony Fornelli.

Of course, past presidents Tony Fornelli
(’04) and Alfred E. Gallo (’08), the dean of
past presidents, along with Anthony C. Raccuglia from Peru (’03), Anthony Scariano
(’06, posthumously), and Joe DuCanto (’03)
were all previous Justinian recipients of the
prestigious Laureate award.

Sonia Sotomayor

Mentoring, even at the highest levels
By: Leonard F. Amari
As we all
k n o w, a n d
have been involved in all
of our careers,
mentoring is a
very important
and significant
experience in
the legal profession. All of us
have received mentoring and all of us have
served as mentors, especially Justinians, both
ways.
Personally, but for folks like Tony Fornelli,
Angelo Mistretta, Gerry Sbarboro, Larry
Pusateri, Mike Coccia, Tony Scotillo, and
many, many others, I would not have had the
ability to mainstream into the profession, have
gotten involved in this wonderful Justinian
Society, and would not have met the folks I
have that are my closest and dearest friends
and colleagues in the profession.
It is obvious to me that mentoring is especially the case with ethnic groups, such as the
Justinians, including the Hispanic, African
American, Greek and others that never lose
sight of their ancestry and their roots.
Reading a recent article in the New York
Time, titled “Judge’s Mentor: Part Guide, Part
Foil” is another recognition even at the highest
levels of the influence of mentoring. At the
risk of being sued for plagiarism, I would like
to restate, here, just about verbatim, parts of
the article to further emphasize the influence
of mentoring, and seeing how it applies to
United States Supreme Court candidate.
Not long after her admissions to Yale Law
School in early 1976, Sonia Sotomayor turned
up unexpectedly at a lunch with the university’s general counsel, José A. Cabranes.
It was the beginning of a 30 year relationship – first as protégé and mentor, later as
often-opposing judges on the same court –
that in many ways shaped the career that led
Judge Sotomayor to her own nomination to
the Supreme Court.
She has acknowledged many other mentors:
a debate coach who recruited her to Princeton,
Continued on page 18
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Mentoring, continued from page 17

a law firm partner who pushed her to seek a
judgeship, a pioneering female judge who
bonded with her over a shared disdain for
any hint of philosophizing from the bench.
Judge Cabranes, though, has played a singular
variety of roles – guide, role model, patron and
foil. Swearing her in to the United States Court
of Appeals for the Second Circuit in 1998, he
said, “I was present at the creation.”
Taking her under his wing at Yale, he
preached to her and other Hispanic students
a gospel of bootstrap success and ethnic integration, encouraging them to se their sights
on the highest levels. He introduced her as a
friend to luminaries like the president of Yale
and the secretary of state. He pulled strings to
place her as a novice lawyer among prominent
politicians and civic leaders on the board of
a Latino civil rights group he helped found.
And he passed her into the care of his own
former patron, Robert M, Morgenthau, the
Manhattan district attorney, whose support
and connections she later said helped get her
to the bench.
Judge Sotomayor has praised Judge
Cabranes as a “career adviser,” a “good friend”
and an “intellect.”
Judge Cabranes, now 68, rose through the
Ivy League as a lone Hispanic in an era before
widespread desegregation, student protests or
affirmative action, and he carried himself as a
courtly aristocrat. Judge Sotomayor, now 54,
came of age in the heat of the desegregation
battles, bristled at any insinuation that being
a beneficiary of affirmative action tempered
her qualifications and organized the growing
ranks of Hispanic students to argue for more
hiring and admissions.
When Ms. Sotomayor became a district
court judge in 1992, their relationship had
changed. “The mentee was all grown up,”
Judge Cabranes recalled.
Reflecting on his role in Judge Sotomayor’s
career, Judge Cabranes said, “I wanted to put
her on the right path, and I don’t thing I was
wrong.”
We see an individual who made a significant
impact on the life of a young lawyer who rose
to being considered for an appointment of the
United States Supreme Court. What better
example could there be of what mentoring
is all about. As I said, the law is a mentoring
profession, and it is especially what us Justinians are all about.
Page 18

Gay Marriage Debate
By: Celia G. Gamrath
Schiller DuCanto & Fleck LLP
Reprinted with permission of Chicago Lawyer
and Law Bulletin Publishing Company.
A loud conversation is taking place
across America on
what marriage is
and who it is between. The question
strikes at the heart of
society, prompting
the courts, legislature and church to
all speak out on the
issue. Presently, six countries legalize same-sex
marriage: the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain,
Canada, South Africa and Norway.
Proponents of same-sex marriage contend
that same-sex couples should be treated equally
and allowed to marry like anyone else and enjoy the same rights and privileges of married
heterosexual couples—from fair housing and
employment, to the sharing of health and pension
benefits, to hospital visitation and probate rights.
Critics say that marriage between a man and a
woman is sacred; that it establishes the foundation for moral stability and raising of children
in families. Opponents fear same-sex marriage
and civil unions will drastically redefine marriage, expand it to other groups and result in
higher divorce rates and more out-of-wedlock
children.
The nationwide debate exploded in 2003,
when the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court first declared its state ban on gay marriage
unconstitutional. Connecticut, Iowa, Maine
and Vermont have since legalized same-sex
marriage (as recently as this year), and other
states such as New York and New Hampshire
are considering letting gay couples marry too.
New York does not allow same-sex marriages,
but recognizes those conducted elsewhere. In
April 2009, the District of Columbia counsel
passed a bill allowing it to recognize all legal

same sex marriages contracted in other states.
The Congress is reviewing the bill and has until
June to veto it.
Illinois lawmakers are considering a civil
union bill (HB 2234), which would give samesex couples some benefits of marriage, such
as hospital visitation, emergency health care
decisions and probate rights; it would not legalize gay marriage. The bill is sponsored by
State Representative Greg Harris and has some
support from key leaders, including Governor
Quinn and Sentate President Cullerton, but it
faces some tough opposition. Presently, marriage in Illinois is limited by statute to a man and
a woman and prohibited between members of
the same sex. Should the civil union bill pass,
this will expand upon the rights and remedies
for committed couples and perhaps ultimately
lead, as it did in Norway, to a gender-neutral
definition of marriage and legalization of samesex marriage in Illinois.
A year ago, in May 2008, the California Supreme Court struck down its state ban on samesex marriage, prompting an estimated 18,000
same sex couples to marry between June and
November of that year. However, in November
2008, Proposition 8 appeared on the California
ballot to amend the California constitution to
define marriage as only between a man and a
woman. The amendment passed 52-48%. On
May 26, 2009, the California Supreme Court,
in a split decision (Strauss v. Horton), upheld
the constitutionality of Proposition 8. However,
Proposition 8 does not apply retroactively and,
therefore, the 18,000 marriages of same-sex
couples performed prior to the effective date
of Proposition 8 remain valid. Proponents of
gay marriage in California have not given up
hope and are conducting news conferences,
vigils and marches across the country to lobby
change. They hope to go to the ballot box in
2010 with another constitutional amendment to
change the definition of marriage and legalize
same-sex marriage.
Many believe the same-sex marriage debate

had an impact on the 2004 presidential election.
Both Senator Kerry and President Bush opposed
gay marriage, but Senator Kerry opposed a federal constitutional ban and was in favor of civil
unions. In 2004 and 2006, the U.S. Congress,
with President Bush’s help, attempted to pass
a federal constitutional amendment that would
have banned same-sex marriage nationwide,
but it could not muster the votes to pass it.
President Obama supports civil unions and has
said he would support letting individual states
determine if marriage between gay and lesbian
couples should be legalized despite his own
religious beliefs.
In states that do not legalize same sex marriages, a trend is developing to give certain rights
to gay couples, such as health care and employment benefits. As legally married gay couples
from Iowa relocate, their rights are expanding in
states that do not allow same-sex marriage but
recognize marriages performed legally in other
states. The issues are also expanding and run
the gamut of custody, divorce, insurance, taxes
and death benefits. New York recently granted
a divorce to two gay men and surviving spouse
benefits to another. Maine, two years ago, at a
time when gay marriage was banned, allowed
a lesbian couple to adopt the children they had
been caring for.
America has made strides toward equality
between same-sex and heterosexual unions, but
barriers stand in the way of same-sex marriage
and, in turn, same-sex divorce. Same-sex partners and cohabitating heterosexual couples do
not have the same rights as married couples in
Illinois. However, they can enter into domestic
partnership or cohabitation agreements to protect
and determine their respective rights in property,
custody and support. Family law and estate
planning lawyers engaging in mediation and
collaborative law can help individuals arrange
an agreement to suit their needs until the law
becomes more certain regarding these types
of arrangements and rights and remedies upon
dissolution. In the meantime, keep your eye on
the ballot box, as same-sex couples continue to
seek protection of the equal protection clause
of their state’s constitution.

Job Search 2009:

Persist, Devour Your Network, and Have Some Humble Pie
By: Angelina Filippo
Tenacity. Voracity. Humility.
Those are the new
requirements of a
recently-inducted
lawyer currently
conducting a job
search. It is hardly
breaking news that the economy and with it the
job market are in the proverbial ‘pits.’ Every
week ISBA mentions yet another firm dumping
associates and partners into the unemployed
pool. Unfortunately, the water is frigid and
pool is packed.
What’s a grad to do?
Be tenacious. If you haven’t been told
already, attempt to get a summer associate
position. Make as many attempts as you can to
secure a ‘spot’ at a firm. If you like the place
you intern with and they liked your work; you
have already earmarked yourself as a keeper.
But you must be diligent; the summer associate positions don’t come for free. You must do
well and sell yourself. If a summer spot is not
likely, entertain the idea of externships. There
are many available and although they won’t
pay the bills, remember you have loan money
float you now. Once you finish, it’s bye-bye
loans, hello repayment. Use your resources and
press your network – peers, professors, and the
CSO for potential employment. If you have no
network, you must begin to create one.
How?
Be voracious. Literally gobble up every
opportunity you have to meet and greet with
practicing attorneys. Attend every event (especially free ones) hosted by a firm or organization
or the school (or another school), that gathers
representatives from many firms who are willing
to discuss legal life. Join student organizations.
Every organization has a network of practitioners that are willing to help or that can at least
expand your network by another degree.

Make your own strides. Contact everyone
you know now, knew back when, or just met.
Use the World Wide Web - Google, LinkedIn,
Facebook, MySpace, etc. Find friends off your
old block, friends from grade school, high school,
undergrad, and even friends of friends. Your
train conductor, bus driver, door man, doctor,
dentist, at this point maybe psychotherapist are
all plausible sources for networking leads. You
cannot know where or with whom your ticket
lies, you must approach everyone.
What if I find something but it’s not perfect?
Be humble. Take every opportunity you get
and work it to your advantage. It may not be
the perfect place, you may not like everyone at
the firm, you may not like the lack of compensation; you must swallow your pride and take
it. The old phrase ‘make lemonade from the
lemons’ rings true. You can put a positive spin
on everything and every person you endeavor.
Take what comes your way good or bad (unless
of course it will get you disbarred!) and make
it another step forward.
How do I know all this?
Because, I have been more tenacious than
ever in my own search. I have applied to some
firms thrice! I have voraciously networked with
people from kindergarten, from high school, my
block, my dentist (actually the receptionist),
organizations, the CSO, professors, relatives,
friends of relatives, Facebook, LinkedIn, and
a stranger at a local beef stand. I have been to
interviews that I was invited to and that I invited
myself to – including one on the phone, one in
a barn office (no joke, live horses downstairs),
one in a slightly rehabbed storefront, one on
a loveseat (I must add, there were two of us
there on the loveseat interviewing simultaneously for the same job), and some in beautiful
downtown well-established practices. I did my
‘free’ externship and I have taken a ‘job’ but I
am miles from where I expected to be. I have
eaten most of my humble pie. With all my selfmade opportunities I am still technically in the
pool; but I am TENACIOUS and I KNOW that
someone will toss me a ‘lifesaver’ soon!
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Illinois Adopts New Rules
of Professional Conduct
The Illinois Supreme Court announced
on July 1, 2009, the adoption of new
Rules of Professional Conduct for lawyers
who are licensed and who practice in
Illinois.
New rules become effective January 1,
2010.
The rules govern a broad range of
conduct from defining a lawyer’s allowable relationship with a client to selling a
law firm and advertising by e-mail. They
require heightened responsibilities for a
lawyer upon learning of wrongful corporate conduct-a change recommended in
the wake of the Enron scandal-and allow
for disclosure of otherwise confidential
information to prevent client fraud and
other criminal acts.
The rules with their preamble and commentary cover more than 120 printed
pages and are the first complete revision of the professional rules of conduct
since 1990. The new rules are generally
based on Model Rules adopted by the
American Bar Association in 2002 and
2003 and followed in some form in 42
other jurisdictions.
The old rules trace their history to the
late 1970’s and early 1980’s. That was a
time when there were no home computers; hence, no e-mail, web pages, cell
phoned, video-conference or real-time
messaging. Then, large law firms had
100 or so lawyers, and few lawyers
were admitted to practice in multiple
jurisdictions. Communications now are
instantaneous. It is not unusual for large
law firms to number many hundreds of
lawyers in offices around the world. Now,
about 30 percent of the approximately
82,000 lawyers in the state are licensed
in multiple jurisdictions.
While the new rules are based on the
recently updated ABA Model Rules, they
retain ethical concepts that are very specific to Illinois.
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A significant departure from the old
rules is the publication of commentary,
or detailed comments, in an attempt to
illustrate the purpose of each rule. The
comments are intended only as a guide
to interpretation, and only the text of each
rule is authoritative; but those who had
a continuing hand in the revision of the
rules believe the comments will be of
substantial assistance to lawyers.
The publication of the new rules marks
a long and carefully considered process.
The Illinois State Bar Association and the
Chicago Bar Association established a
joint committee to propose revisions to
the rules in 2002. All geographic areas
of the state were represented on the
committee; there were lawyers from large
firms, small firms, in-house counsel and
solo practitioners. It included judges, law
professors and lawyers from the Attorney
Registration and Disciplinary Commission. Many of the committee members
had published articles on ethics and professional responsibility in state, local and
national publications. Several had taught
law school courses on legal ethics.
More than four years of further study
and revisions ensued with the Illinois Supreme Court Committee on Professional
Responsibility, taking the lead. Important
input also was received from the Attorney
Registration and Disciplinary Commission
and the Illinois Supreme Court Rules
Committee, which conducted two public
hearings in Springfield and Illinois regarding the then-proposed rules.
The proposal then received several
reviews by the Supreme Court with additional revisions and refinements occurring
as a result of the Court’s review.
The full text of the rules and comments
are available on the web site of the Supreme Court at www.state.il.us/court.

ELDER LAW
UPDATE:
By: Anthony B. Ferraro
Attorney-CPA
The Law Offices of Anthony B. Ferraro
		

Think You Don’t Need Long Term
Care Planning? Think Again!!
1.	A l z h e i m e r ’s
Projections. Recently during a
Senate Special
Committee on
Aging hearing, a
couple of prominent politicians
noted that there
is no single effort that would do
more to lower the cost of entitlement than
preventing the onset of Alzheimer’s disease.
They noted that Alzheimer’s will cost Medicare and Medicaid a projected $19 trillion
between the years 2010 and 2050. It was noted
that a five year delay of onset would save
approximately $8.5 trillion over that same
period. It was further noted that the human
pain and financial burden of Alzheimer’s is
so great and the potential breakthroughs in
science are so encouraging, that a Manhattan type project approach to Alzheimer’s is
justified.
2. More Coming. A respected report
says that 5.3 million people in the U.S.
have Alzheimer’s. An estimated 5.3 million
Americans have Alzheimer’s and each patient
on average costs Medicare three times more
than patients without the disease.
3. Kin Using Elders’ Funds in Downturn.
Recent studies show that family members are
often inappropriately using an elder’s funds
in economic down turn. It has been noted
recently by some long term care ombudsman
that children don’t have the legal authority
to make some decisions for parents. Worse
yet, some of the decisions that are made by
children on behalf of their parents are purely
economically motivated. One case was noted

where a nursing home resident was blocked
from receiving antibiotics because her daughter cited a “do not resuscitate” clause in her
mother’s Living Will. The suspicion is that the
daughter was trying to hasten her inheritance.
Seniors are advised to be cautious because
sometimes the power of attorney given to
a family member can give an unscrupulous
person license to exploit. This is not a reason
not to have a power of attorney but rather
should signal that caution and counseling are
required in providing such power.
4. Impact of Long Term Care. A recent
report indicates that nearly two-thirds of
U.S. households are at risk of being unable
to maintain their standards of living due to
long term care costs.
5. Avoid a Crisis…Talk to Mom & Dad.
It is recommended that children sit down and
have a heart to heart talk with mom and dad
as their capabilities for maintaining independence in their household begin to dwindle.
Joint accounts are dangerous. Adding a loved
one to a bank account can affect Medicaid
planning, as well as expose your account to the
loved one’s creditors. When a person applies
for Medicaid for long term care coverage, the
state looks at the applicant’s assets to see if
the applicant qualifies for assistance. If your
name is on a joint account and you enter a
nursing home, the state will assume the assets
in the account belong to you unless you can
prove that you did not contribute to the account. Furthermore, if you are a joint owner
of a bank account and you or the other owner
transfers assets out of the account, this can
be considered an improper transfer of assets
for Medicaid purposes. Another problem with
joint accounts is that the account can become
vulnerable to the joint account owner’s creditors. Finally, be sure you can trust your joint
account holder because he or she will have
full access to the account. In our opinion,
there are better ways to conduct estate planning and planning for disability. The power of
attorney is a better approach and will provide
your agent access under power of attorney
to your finances in case of your disability. If
you are trying to avoid probate, a trust may
be better than a joint tenancy account as well.
You need to discuss these issues with an elder
law attorney.

Taxpayer’s Corner
By: Joseph F. Locallo, Jr.
Amari & Locallo
“It’s mine!”
“No, it’s
mine!” “No,
it’s mine!”
“No, it’s
mine!” “No,
it’s mine!”…
Lawsuits
filed by property owners to refund overpayment of
real estate taxes are arduously defended
against by local government. The litigation
is reminiscent of the play ground of my
youth. Two kids pulling onto a hat. One
small, battered and exhausted from being
pushed and pulled around by the other
bigger one who manages to pull whose
hat away?
The Illinois Supreme Court has recently
remanded one such lawsuit back to the
Circuit Court of Cook County for further
consideration. Known as a Specific Objection Lawsuit, this forum once was an
opportunity for a taxpayer alone to present
evidence in a court of law to stop the Cook
County Treasurer from taking too much
of his money in the assessment of a real
estate tax. Now, the City of Chicago and
the Board of Education are allowed access
to what once was a place of protection,
solely for the property owner.
After paying all of the real estate taxes,
on time and in full, a taxpayer can win an
appeal in court if he can prove his property
was over assessed. However, once paid
into the County’s treasury a conversion
of his money seems to occur. His money
is considered the government’s money.
The City of Chicago and the Board of
Education, two of Chicago’s tax levying
bodies, intervened in selected Specific
Objection cases wherein there was the
greatest chances of diminishing their and
the county’s tax base through potential

refunds. In a Specific Objection Lawsuit,
a judge can determine the assessed valuation on a property is excessive and reduce
its assessment. This allows for a refunding of taxes already paid, plus statutory
interest, back to the taxpayer. County
government is defended by the Office of
the Cook County State’s Attorney and it
is the taxpayer’s burden to prove by clear
and convincing evidence the assessment
is wrong.
The Illinois Supreme Court has held
that, in an assessment-valuation-objection
lawsuit, a tax levying district may utilize
the intervention mechanism provision 735
ILCS 5/2-408 to a proceeding under the
Property Tax Code. Madison Two Assocs.
v. Pappas, 227 Il. 2d 474, 478 (2008). The
Court further held that the taxing districts
have a legally cognizable interest and stake
in the outcome of valuation-assessment
cases. Id. @ 491-92.
On remand, the Trial Court reconsidered
numerous arguments by the taxpayer
that refunds did not adversely affect the
function of government. Nevertheless,
the Trial Court determined that protecting the diminution of available money to
fund government was, on balance, more
important, and allowed intervention in
Specific Objection Lawsuits. In an appeal
process once afforded to the taxpayer
alone access to the Circuit Court has now
also been allowed to the taxing bodies in
Specific Objection Lawsuits .
By opening the door of litigation to
more parties, the taxpayer is additionally
challenged. Although he must prove by
clear and convincing evidence that the
assessment on this property is over-valued
to the satisfaction of the court, he must
do so through the watchful eyes of the
taxing bodies. The Office of the State’s
Attorney will retain the sole authority to
try or settle a matter before the Trial Court
but will have additional assistance. The
playground is not a level one. Taxpayers,
get a good grip on your hats.
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employment Law Corner

The Importance of Being Earnest
By: Margherita M.
albarello
Oscar Wilde’s
most popular play,
The Importance of
Being Earnest, concerns characters
maintaining fictitious identities to
escape unwelcome
social obligations
in Victorian England. Employers
can reduce their legal exposure or escape liability
altogether if they make earnest efforts to comply
with various employment laws.
Case in point: The Fair Labor Standards
Act (FLSA). This law requires payment of a
minimum wage, overtime wages to covered
(non-exempt) employees for hours worked in
excess of 40 per week, and equal pay for males
and females doing equal work.
Common fact pattern: In 2006, Company
gives John a manager job title, pays him an annualized salary of $50,000, and classifies him as
“exempt” from the overtime requirements of the
FLSA. Despite his title, John supervises only one
employee, does not discipline employees, does
not plan or apportion work among employees,
and is not responsible for a budget. In 2009,
John has an “epiphany,” and sues Company
for three years of overtime pay, an additional
equal amount as liquidated damages, and attorney’s fees and costs. Company did not keep
time records of the hours John worked because
it treated him as a salaried employee. John did
not keep time records of the hours he worked
because he thought he was only entitled to his
annual salary, regardless of whether he worked
40, 50, or 60 hours per week. However, he and
his wife swear he worked an average of 55 hours
per week and that because of his overtime John
made only one of their daughter’s soccer games
during the past two seasons.
The FLSA’s Absolute Escape: Company can
escape FLSA liability completely if it failed to
pay John overtime in good faith reliance on, and
in conformity with, a signed written ruling issued
by the Administrator of the U.S. Department
of Labor’s ( DOL) Wage and Hour Division.
An Administrator’s signed opinion letter is an
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official ruling or interpretation of the FLSA or
of the DOL regulations interpreting the FLSA.
An employer can ask the DOL for an opinion
regarding whether its actual or proposed pay
practice complies with the FLSA. In our example, Company need not rely on an opinion
letter issued in response to its own inquiry.
Company can escape liability as long as the
opinion letter upon which it relies poses facts
sufficiently similar to Company’s circumstances
and Company conducts itself in concert with the
opinion.
The FLSA’s Good Faith Defense: What if
Company has no absolute escape from liability
pursuant to its good faith reliance on an Administrator’s ruling? Can Company’s liability be
reduced by virtue of its prior, earnest attempts to
comply with the FLSA? Yes, in two regards.
First, Company can limit its liability to two,
rather than three, years of back wages. Actions
for unpaid wages usually must be filed within
two years. However, if John can show that
Company’s overtime violation was “willful,”
John can recover up to three years of unpaid
overtime wages. Damages also will extend
forward until Company corrects any violation.
To establish that Company acted willfully, John
must plead, and prove to the jury’s satisfaction,
that Company either knew its payroll practice
violated the FLSA or showed reckless disregard for whether its practice complied with the
FLSA.
Second, Company can avoid liquidated
damages if it shows it actually believed that
its treatment of John complied with the FLSA,
and that its actual belief was reasonable when
compared to the beliefs of other employers.
However, if John shows that Company willfully violated the FLSA, Company is liable
for not only three years of unpaid overtime but
also “an additional equal amount as liquidated
damages. In other words, Company’s damages
potentially can soar to three times what it otherwise would have been. Assume John’s unpaid
overtime amounts to $20,000 per year. That
comes to $40,000 under the two-year statute
of limitations. But if Company acted willfully,
its liability expands from two to three years, or
from $40,000 to $60,000. On top of this, if the
court finds Company is liable for double damages, Company’s liability soars to $120,000.

Employers may establish their good faith
by:
• Conducting periodic in-depth audits of
time-keeping and compensation practices,
determining how their practices measure up
to FLSA requirements, and making necessary
adjustments;
• Having well-drafted, circulated, and consistently enforced pay policies;
• Providing employees with notice of their
FLSA rights;
• Relying on professional advice and counsel
regarding compliance issues;
• Training employers and managers on their
FLSA obligations, including the FLSA’s antiretaliation provisions;
• Complying with applicable U.S. DOL opinion
letters and relevant court opinions;
• Asking the DOL whether prior opinion letters
can be relied upon;
• Conducting prompt and thorough investigations of employee complaints of FLSA violations, reporting findings to the complaining employee, and making any required adjustments.
Margherita is a partner with the firm of Di
Monte & Lizak, in Park Ridge. In addition to
practicing employee and management-side
employment law, she conducts neutral and
objective investigations of sexual harassment
and other forms of workplace discrimination.
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Is the Loss of the Middle
Class Dangerous?
By: Dominic R. Fichera
I read a disturbing
statistic recently.
Although it was
something I had
suspected, seeing it
in print still caused
me concern. People
living below the
poverty level grew
between 2000 and
2004. The increase
translates to 37 million poor people in
2004, an increase
of 5.4 million more than in 2000. The federal
poverty lone is defined as $19,971 for a family
of four.
Where did these 5.4 million people come
from? If you guess that not many came from
the rich segment of our society, I would agree.
If you guessed that many, if not most, came
from the Middle Class, I again would agree.
Why should we care if the poor of our
country increase in numbers and Middle Class
decreases? The Middle Class has been the largest
segment of our society. The larger the Middle
Class the healthier the economy; the healthier
the economy the stronger the nation.
Also, of equal importance, if not more important, the Middle Class act as a social buffer
between the poor and the rich, both physically
and psychologically. Physically, because it is the
largest segment of our society, and psychologically, because the poor strive to reach Middle
Class status and beyond. This phenomenon has
historically kept the poor at rest, and the rich at
ease.
As long as there is a Middle Class to strive
for, the poor have hope. Hope is a very important necessity in the poor community. However,
when there is a realization that more and more
of the Middle Class is filling the ranks of the
poor, and the number of poor increase disproportionately, hope starts to fade.
When hope is lost despair takes place, and
when we reach a point where a significant portion
of the population is in despair, with nothing to
lose, then we are left with the proverbial “power
keg.”
If you examine the position of the wealthy,
relative to tax breaks for the Middle Class or
their anti union stance, it would seem that the rich
are trying to destroy the Middle Class. Bad idea.
Being rich among a lot of poor people reminds
me of that French lady, Marie Antoinette, when
told that the people had no bread to eat, she is
reported to have said, “Let them eat cake.” And
the French Revolution followed.
Is today’s rich our equivalent to that French
lady? Are the rich telling us to “eat cake”?

TORT NOTES

CTA LOSES PROTECTION OF ARCHAIC NOTICE SYSTEM IN THE
LEGISLATURE WHILE FIRST DISTRICT AFFIRMS STANDING LAW
THAT NATURAL ACCUMULATION DEFENSE TRUMPS COMMON
CARRIER’S DUTY OF HIGHEST CARE
By: James J. Morici, Jr.
On June 1st
Governor Quinn
signed Senate Bill
84 which repealed
the notice requirements relative to
the CTA found at
70 ILCS 3605/41.
The one year
statute of limitations for filing
suit against the CTA still applies. Cautionary
practitioners note: The repeal applies only to
causes of action that accrue on or after the effective date of June 1, 2009, for incidents before
that date you have to file notice.
Shortly before the passage of the aforementioned statute, the First District in Krywin v.
Chicago Transit Authority, 2009 WL 1444989
(1st Dist., 2009) held that the CTA had not
breached it’s duty to provide the Plaintiff with
a safe place to alight its rapid transit train
when it stopped the train in front of a natural
accumulation of snow and ice upon which the
Plaintiff fell as she was exiting.
Evidence was adduced at trial from a CTA
employee that it was his duty to remove ice and
snow from the elevated platforms in the vicinity
where the Plaintiff was injured but that he did
not recall removing any ice or snow from the
particular platform on the day of or for several
days prior to the incident. Id. p.2. Another
witness described the platform as being very
icy without any evidence that sand or salt had
been spread upon it. She further testified that
the only area that was not ice covered was a
small portion of the platform that was covered
by a canopy. Id.
The jury returned a verdict of nearly $400,000
in favor of the Plaintiff and against the CTA.
The CTA appealed claiming that it had no duty
to the Plaintiff on either her negligence or her
willful and wanton claims. In reversing the
First District noted that a common carrier owes
a duty to its passengers to exercise the highest
degree of care consistent with the practical operation of its conveyances. The court noted that
the duty continues until the passenger has left
the carrier and the place where passengers are
discharged, that the carrier is bound to furnish

the passenger an opportunity to safely alight and
reach a place of safety and that that duty arises
due to the unique control it possesses over its
passengers safety. Sheffer v. Springfield Airport
Authority, 261 Ill.App.3d 151, 154 (1994).
The Court made reference to several First
District cases in which it had previously held
that the natural accumulation defense prevailed
over a common carrier’s higher standard of
care. See Serritos v. Chicago Transit Authority,
153 Ill.App.3d 265 (1987); Shoemaker v. Rush
Presbyterian, 187 Ill.App.3d 1040 (1st Dist,
1989).
The Krywin Court similarly dismissed plaintiff’s contentions that the court need not determine whether or not the natural accumulation
rule prevails over the carrier’s highest duty of
care because the CTA could have allowed the
plaintiff to alight the train underneath the small
canopy on the platform which was free from
any accumulation of ice and snow. The plaintiff
argued that by so allowing, the CTA could have
satisfied its highest duty of care without having
to address the issue of natural accumulation. The
Court cited an often used refrain saying “the
transit system would be brought to a standstill...”
and found that no duty existed since it would be
impractical for the CTA to comply and would
be overwhelmingly detrimental to the efficient
to the transit system.
A note for the practitioner approaching a
similar factual situation is the Court implied,
through its references to specific testimony,
that nearly nothing had been done by the CTA
to meddle with, or otherwise attempt to remove,
the unnatural accumulation. Had that been the
case and the defendant was found to have been
negligent in its attempts, then perhaps a different
result would have ensued. Nonetheless, it does
not seem to this author that it would have been
asking too much of the defendant to direct its
patron to alight its conveyance into an area that
otherwise free from dangers. A holding which
would have preserved the rational behind a
common carrier’s highest care.
James J. Morici, Jr. is a partner in the firm of
MORICI, FIGLIOLI & ASSOCIATES, and
represents Plaintiffs in personal injury, workers’ compensation, and construction site related
injury suits. Read all prior issues of “Tort Notes”
at www.MoriciFiglioli.com.
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From the Archives

Editor’s Note: While preparing this edition of the newsletter, going through old
photos, we come across older pictures that we use for the archives. Can you identify everybody pictured and the year the photos were taken?
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By: Leonard F. Amari

Photo Stories

Ü Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas
presents an award of excellence to Josette Weber, of the Sicilian Heritage Museum, in honor
of the museum’s cultural contributions to Chicagoland. The museum is located at our Italian
community headquarters, Casa Italia, in Stone
Park. Representatives of some 53 museum and
exhibits came to Pappas’ downtown Chicago
office for a reception recognizing Chicagoland
ethnic Museums and exhibit, “These museums
and exhibits are born of love and respect for
heritage,” Pappas said. “Together, they give
Chicagoland its distinct character as a community of communities.”

Ü Our friend, Scott Guetzow, Chief Depuity
Commissioner of the Cook County Board
of Review, and his lovely wife Alyssa recently
welcomed their first child, Ava.

OUR ANNUAL FISHING PHOTOS
Ü Past President Len DeFranco with Secretary of State Jesse White on a recent fishing
trip.

Ü Tia and Nico, twins of Dion Davi, who
was recently installed as 1st vice president of
the DuPage Justinian chapter, and his wife
Kelly, turned 1 year old this spring.

Ü Past President Jim Morici and President
Don Storino meet with Loyola Law School
Asst. Dean Jean Gaspardo at a recent scholarship dinner.

Ü Len DeFranco with Chief U.S. District
Court Judge Jim Holderman (husband of Justinian, Paula Holderman) and their catches of
the day.

Ü Congratulations to Catie and Joe Locallo
who were married in May. Pictured here outside the Shrine of Our Lady of Pompeii on the
rehearsal night before the wedding. From left:
Joseph F. Locallo, Jr., Catie Caifano Locallo,
Joseph F. Locallo III, Leonard Amari, and
Richard Caifano.

Ü Fred
Serpe and
his lovely
enamorata,
Roseanne
Sorrentino,
at a recent
ItalianAmerican
Political
Coalition
reception,
where Fredo
serves so ably as its president.

Ü Justice Harrison with his Justinian fishing
hat that he wears every time he takes pleasure
in his favorite endeavor, fly fishing.
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Photo Stories

Ü The Marconi family, Susan, Curly, Joe and
Micki, visits their roots in the town of Caccamo, in northern Sicily.

Ü Can anyone guess what the favorite Chicago baseball team is of Jason (Amari) O’Dell,
age 2?

Ü Country Classic Cars: Staunton, Illinois.
All the times you have driven down to St.
Louis, Caseyville, Belleville, or anywhere in
southern Illinois, along Interstate 55, you
certainly have passed the long line of very
interesting antique and classic cars that piqued
your interest. On a recent trip to visit Moses
and Sharon Harrison, Leonard and Donna
Amari convinced them to spend the morning
looking at old rusty antique and classic cars not
far from their home. They have over 670 cars
on consignment and for sale, mostly the 40’s, 50’s
and early ‘60’s, and at quite reasonable prices, and
a wonderful and interesting way to spend a morning. Pictured at County Classic Cars on Interstate
55, from left: Leonard and Donna, Sharon and
Moses. web: www.countryclassiccars.com.

Ü Hon. Bruno Tassone, Steve Tornatore and
Joe Locallo at the Columbia Club golf outing
this summer.

Ü Joseph F. Locallo III earns his first check as
an attorney. Pictured, from left: dad, Joseph Jr.;
Joe III; and godfather/uncle John Locallo.
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Ü Photos taken from the retirement party
of our dear friend Steve Anderson, after an
extraordinarily distinguished career as head of
media relations for the Illinois State Bar Association. From left: Celia Gamrath, Joe Bisceglia,
Stev e Anderson and Justice Mary SeminaraSchostok.

Ü From left: John Locallo, Justice Tobias Barry
and Steve Anderson.

Ü

Guess who and guess where?

Ü Antonio Romanucci (left), Rosanna
Capriati (Miss Italia North American 2009)
and Alderman Robert Fioretti at the ItalianAmerican Chamber of Commerce 102nd
annual awards dinner and gala on July 18.
Ernest Borgnine accepted the 2009 Humanitarian Award. Other honorees were Dominic
DiFrisco, senior consultant at Edelman, and
Giovanni Nitti, president of Isola Imports.
Past Justinian President Antonio Romanucciwas dinner chairman.

Miscellanea

Fiorenza Ristorante
By: Leonard F. Amari

Chef Fiorenza Tasinato with Past President Len
DeFranco and his children, Angela and Lenny

She’s back. Many of us had the great pleasure
over the years of enjoying the wonderful cuisine
and food preparation of Fiorenza Tasinato, when
she was the chef at Casa Italia in Stone Park, the
home of our Italian community in the Chicagoland
area. We relished the opportunity of enjoying her
food preparations while attending meetings at
Casa and were disappointed when she left. Of
course, the Renucci family has carried on ably
and also prepares wonderful meals at Casa.
Take the time to explore the wonderful food
and surroundings at Fiorenza Ristorante, 3426
N. Harlem Ave. (in the Piazza Italia) Chicago, IL,
#773-237-3838.
Fiorenza serves all of the traditional and
wonderful Italian dishes, antipasti, insalate, primi,
secondi, contorni and dolci, but also has many
dishes that you will not find in your traditional
trattoria or ristorante.
For example, while dining at this wonderful
and beautifully decorated restaurant you must try
the antipasti, Gamberi (gulf shrimp wrapped w/
pancetta over Tuscan bean salad tossed w/olive
oil, red onion & fresh tomato. An old family recipe!).
Also try the Risotto alle Pere (House favorite!
With gulf shrimp, d’Anjou pears, gorgonzola w/
slowly cooked arborio rice) or Risotto dello Chef
(Chef’s dad’s specialty! Acquerello organic aged
rice cooked w/shallots, cuttle fish & black squid
ink) from the primi menu. There are outstanding
chicken, veal, fish and steak entrees, as well.
Originally from Northern Italy, Fiorenza serves
a blend of southern, central and northern dishes.
Linen tablecloths, fresh flowers and candlelight
await diners for a romantic evening in an intimate
dining room or, weather permitting, dining al fresco
in the covered and heated patio. Everything is
homemade, from the warm bread on the table to
the tiramisu. Fiorenza, a wonderful hostess and
a dear friend of the Italian community, offers a
cocktail menu and wine list for your dining enjoyment.
Stop in and mention that you read about
Fiorenza Ristorante in the Newsletter.

Ø To amicably resolve
a fee matter with another
attorney, past President
Antonio Romanucci requested that a donation
be made to the Justinian
Children’s Endowment
Fund. At this request Mr.
Romanucci was presented
with a $5000 check made payable to the JCEF
from attorney Bruce Pfaff. What a great way to
support the JCEF!

Past presidents, from left, Hon. Bruno Tassone, Joe
Bisceglia and Antonio Romanucci.

Ø Six young Chicago attorneys recently
had an opportunity to join the legal defense
team of former Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich
as pretrial contract lawyers. Included in this
group is fellow newsletter staff member Michael Di Natale, formerly of Jenner & Block,
and currently with Di Natale Law Offices; and
Robyn Molaro, a former Cook County assistant state’s attorney.
Ø Swanson, Martin & Bell LLP Chicago
partners Brian W. Bell and Anthony J. Monaco were recently awarded the top defense
verdict in 2008 by Missouri Lawyers Weekly.
The award recognizes Bell and Monaco for
their product liability defense of Chrysler LLC
in St. Louis County Circuit Court. The verdict
ranked a the top of the list of 42 recognized
defense verdicts.
Ø Congratulations to Joseph A, Baratta on
joining the firm of Stellato & Schwartz Ltd.
He was previously an associate at Condon &
Cook LLC.
Ø Congratulations to Salvatore A. Pellegrino on being elected to the partnership
of Clausen, Miller P.C. Pellegrino focuses his
practice on liability insurance coverage litiga-

tion relating to toxic torts and environmental
claims. He also represents cedants and reinsurers in complex reinsurance disputes.
Ø Congratulations to our beloved past
President Michael D. Monico upon being installed as president of the Seventh Circuit Bar
Association during their 58th annual meeting
in May. Monico is a partner in Monico, Pavich & Spevack, and is also a past president of
the American Board of Criminal Lawyers and
former member of the ISBA Board of Governors.

Michael Monico (right)and immediate past Justinian
President Mauro Glorioso.

Ø Lake County Bar Association recently
installed new officers and directors recently.
Among them was our good friend and long
time newsletter staff writer, Michael J. Ori,
who was installed as a director. Michael, of
course, is the son of the late Ben Ori, JMLS
Class of ’68 and founder of the Lake County
Justinian chapter.

Mike Ori and the Ori family, along with Katherine
Amari and Leonard Amari, at a recent JMLS Judicial
reception.

Ø Rodney W. Equi, presiding judge in the
domestic relations division of the 18th Judicial
Circuit, has been named Lawyer of the Year
by the DuPage County Bar Association. Judge
Equi was appointed as an associate judge in
1992 and elected circuit judge in 1998, congratulations to him on this most deserving recognition!
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Ø Congratulations to John J. D’Attomo
for receiving the Volunteer of the Year Award
from the Center for Disability & Elder Law.
D’Attomo is a partner with the firm of Drinker,
Biddle & Reath.
Ø Cook County Circuit Judge Sebastian T.
Patti has been assigned to the 1st District Appellate Court by the Illinois Supreme Court.
The order was issued for Patti to full the vacancy created by the resignation of Justice
Leslie E. South. Patti, who serves as supervising judge of the Housing Section within the
1st Municipal District, was appointed to the
Circuit Court in 1995 and elected in 1996.
Ø The John Marshall Law School’s Alumni
Association, headed by our 3rd Vice President
Katherine Amari, recently held its Freedom
Award event at the Palmer House. Congratulations to Cook County State’s Attorney Anita
Alvarez who was the recipient of the 2009
Freedom Award, and to Scott Guetzow who
was one of the Distinguished Service Award
recipients.

From left, Dean John E. Corkery, Anita Alvarez,
Leonard Amari and DuPage County State’s Attorney
Joseph Burkett.

From left, Franco Coladipietro, Frank DeVito, Scott
Guetzow and Justice Moses Harrison an ISBA meeting.

Ø Congratulations to all the new officers
and board members of the Intellectual Property Law Association of Chicago. Among them
are President-Elect Edward D. Manzo, Vice
President Janet M. Garetto, and Board Manager Christina L. Martini.

Ø Gianluca G. Bacchiocchi has joined the
Chicago office of Greenberg, Traurig LLP as
a shareholder in the corporate and securities
practice. He was previously a partner in Mayer, Brown LLP and had recently helped establish its office in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Ø Congratulations to Mark E. Wojcik, professor at The John Marshall Law School, who
was recently elected to a one-year term on the
Scope and Correlation Committee of the Illinois State Bar Association Board of Governors.

Ø Congratulations to Scott D. Barber on
being installed as president of the Northwest
Suburban Bar Association, and to fellow Justinian Michael A. Meschino upon being installed as treasurer.
Ø Lindsay A. Valcho was recently hired as
an associate with Anderson, Rasor & Partners
LLP. Lindsay is a 2008 graduate of The John
Marshall Law School, and will be involved in
medical malpractice defense for the firm. Best
of luck to Lindsay in this new position!
Ø Retired 1st District Illinois Appellate
Court Justice Dom J. Rizzi was recently featured on WGN Radio’s weekly legal talk show,
“Legally Speaking.” He was on the program to
discuss how his life experiences, background
and political learnings influenced him in rulings while he was on the bench, and whether it
is possible for an appellate judge to rule without outside influences.

From left, Rick Felice, Katherine Amari, Cristina Mungai and Mark Wojcik at a recent JMLS event.

Ø Mary Dory Cascino has joined the firm
of Handler, Thayer LLP as senior counsel in
the advanced planning and family office practice group. She focuses her practice in estate,
asset protection and tax planning, related corporate and real estate matters, and trust and
estate administration.
Ø Actor Dennis Farina, a former Chicago
cop, was recently in town scouting locations
for an upcoming movie titled “The Last Rights
of Joe May.” Farina, who will star in the movie, looked into locations in the Lincoln Park
Hospital and the Pilsen neighborhood, and
said that “If things go well, filming could begin by the end of the summer.”

From left, Joe Bisceglia and Dom Rizzi.
Ø Congratulations to Thomas F. Boleky on
joining the law firm of Beutel & Hurst LLC
as a partner. He was with Corboy & Demetrio
PC for the past 15 years. The firm will now
be named Beutel Hurts Boleky LLC, but will
still concentrate their practice in catastrophic
personal injury and wrongful death litigation.
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Ø Congratulations to Floyd D. Perkins, a
partner at Ungaretti & Harris LLP, upon being elected to a three-year term on The John
Marshall Law School Board of Trustees.

Ø The Loyola University Chicago School
of Law was one of the sponsors of the Fifth
Annual Summer Institute on Aging. Faculty
members involved in the event include law
Professor Marguerite M. Angelari and Marcia Spira of the School of Social Work. The
course explored psychosocial, ethical, policy
and legal issues related to domestic violence
and elder abuse, taking into account racial,
gender, ethnic and income differences among
the elderly.

From left: Stephanie Strieger, Producer, Youre faded
films; Joe Maggio, director; Papa Giovanni Rotondo,
in the Italian cafe'; Dennis Farina; Lisa Banks and
Joe Amari of the Illinois film office.

Ø Congratulations to Anne R. Pramaggiore, president and chief operating officer of
ComEd, who was recently presented with the
2009 Woman of Vision Award by Arnstein &
Lehr. The award recognizes groundbreaking,
inspirational women who have made a difference in the professional world.
Ø Cook County Associate Judge William
G. Pileggi has been appointed supervising
judge of the Housing Section of the 1st Municipal District. Chief Judge Timothy C. Evans appointed Pileggi to succeed Circuit Judge
Sebastian T. Patti, who has been appointed to
the Illinois Appellate Court. The Housing Section handles building code violations and compliance actions brought by the city and county.
Pileggi has been a judge for 11 years.

From left, John Locallo, Fred Serpe, Judge Pileggi
and Tom Battista.

Ø Congratulations to Joseph F. Locallo
III and Catie Locallo upon being sworn in as
lawyers on May 7, 2009. (They were married
two days after!)

From left, Richard Caifano, Joseph F. Locallo, Jr.,
Joseph F. Locallo III and Catie R. Locallo.

Ø Congratulations to Catherine R. Locallo
(Caifano) upon joining the Chicago office of
Robbins, Schwartz, Nicholas, Lifton & Taylor
Ltd., where she concentrates her practice in labor and employment law.
Ø Congratulations to our friend Jerry Dillenburg of Aston Asset Management and his
wife Cheryl on the birth of their twins!

Verdicts & Settlements
By: Michael F. Bonamarte

Dillenburg Twins

Ø Checking in on the Justice and Sharon. As
can be seen from this very recent photograph,
Justice Moses W. Harrison II and his lovely
wife, Sharon, are doing well and send their
regards to all of their Justinian brothers and
sisters.

Ø ISBA Mutual Insurance Company is celebrating its 20th year of service to the profession. Since issuing its first policy on December
1, 1988, the company has experienced steady
growth and improving financial strength.

Jon DeMoss, Theresa Rodgers, Bonnie Hill and Kurt
Buonds of the Illinois State Bar Association/Mutual
Insurance Company. ISBA/MIC President DeMoss
below.

Ø Congratulations
to Mark
Mordini who
successfully
defended his
client and
obtained a
not guilty
verdict in a
pedestrian –
taxi cab accident. The Plaintiff in the case
claimed the Defendant taxi went through
a red light as the Plaintiff was crossing
Chicago Avenue at Michigan Avenue.
Ø Congratulations to John Perconti of the
Chicago-based law firm Levin & Perconti
on a $5,350,000 settlement for the wrongful death of 18-year-old Octavia Shealey
which occurred while she was a patient at
Advocate Bethany Hospital in Chicago.
The settlement was reached on behalf of
Octavia’s daughter, Tanyia, age 4, who was
one-month old at the time of her mother’s
death. On August 8, 2004, Octavia Shealey
gave birth to a daughter, Tanyia, without
any complications. Octavia was perfectly
healthy and had no history of any medical
problems. Less than a month later, on September 2, 2004, Octavia was taken to the
emergency room at Bethany Hospital with
complaints of shortness of breath and chest
pain. In the emergency room, she was initially diagnosed with pneumonia by a physician’s assistant. The attending emergency
room physician signed off on this diagnosis.
Soon after her diagnosis, a chest x-ray was
taken. The results did not support a diagnosis of pneumonia, but instead demonstrated
signs of congestive heart failure. These
signs, however, were ignored, and overnight, she was boarded in the emergency
room because there were no beds available
in the hospital’s intensive care unit. During
this time, hospital staff continued to administer medications and treatments for pneumonia even though she was not responding
to these treatments. Throughout the night,
Octavia’s breathing worsened. Early the
next morning, a cardiologist was notified of
Octavia’s current status and recognized that
she was most likely suffering from heart
failure and not pneumonia. He immediately
suspected postpartum cardiomyopathy and
ordered that Octavia be intubated. A test
confirmed the diagnosis and treatment was
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instituted. However, it was too late. Octavia
had significantly tired as she was breathing
twice as fast as normal for over 15 hours.
During transfer to the ICU, a nurse pulled
out Octavia’s endotracheal tube, her only
source of oxygen, which sent her into respiratory arrest, cardiac arrest and death. Postpartum cardiomyopathy is a serious and life
threatening condition women suffer after
child birth. The condition causes ventricular heart damage which affects the hearts
ability to pump blood throughout the body.
The condition requires timely diagnosis and
treatment to prevent an untoward outcome.
Defendants involved are Advocate Bethany
Hospital, Dr. Sang In Han, Dr. David Bogolub, Dr. Andrew Labrador, Diane Samson
P.A. and Emergency Medical Specialists II,
S.C.
Ø Congratulations to Antonio Romanucci of Romanucci & Blandin who achieved a
$525,000 verdict in a medical malpractice
action on behalf of their client. The Plaintiff in the case underwent a lumbar laminectomy with posterior fusion performed by
the Defendant. The Plaintiff successfully alleged that the Defendant failed to identify a
fractured pedicle screw and x-rays, did not
diagnose the fusion and had failed despite
Plaintiff’s complaint of periodic excruciating pain, and freely prescribed narcotic pain
medications resulting in a Vicodin addiction.
Ø Congratulations to Thomas Cameli of
Radogno, Cameli & Hoag on a $2,754,713
jury verdict. Thomas successfully represented his client, an electrician. The Plaintiff
was descending a ladder into a trench while
holding a heavy pipe when his foot slipped.
The Plaintiff lost his balance and suffered
two herniated discs in his neck, injuries that
allegedly will necessitate that he find less
physical demanding work in a few years.
Ø Congratulations to Regina Picone
Etherton on a $6,500,000 verdict that reasonably affirmed by the 1st District Appellate Court. Patricia represented the Estate of
Michael Williamson, deceased. In August of
2006, a Cook County judge awarded a $6.5
million dollar judgment to the family of Mr.
Williamson who was burned alive while in
his truck in McLean County, Illinois. After
the court issued the award, the defense filed
motions to vacate the award and argued at
the trial level and on appeal, that the court
abused its discretion in issuing the award.
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The Appellate Court disagreed and upheld
the trial court’s award. The Plaintiff, Michael Williamson, was a 57-year old truck
driver whose income supported his wife.
Mr. Williamson was hauling a tanker full
of gasoline when a driver of another semi
crossed the highway median and collided
with Mr. Williamson’s truck. The impact
caused the vehicles to catch fire instantly,
slowly burning the Plaintiff to death while he
remained inside his vehicle. The fire was so
intense that all that was left of the Plaintiff’s
18-wheeler was a mangled charred pile of
metal. The fire caused extensive charring of
the Plaintiff’s body. The impact completely
amputated the Plaintiff’s right leg and both
arms. The Plaintiff’s lung protruded from
his charred body. This impact fractured the
Plaintiff’s skull. Photographs from the scene
showed how the Plaintiff was struggling to
escape from the burning vehicle. An eyewitness confirmed that the Plaintiff was alive
and conscious for at least six minutes while
he was slowing being burned alive. This
witness had tried to rescue the Plaintiff and
witnessed the Plaintiff being burned alive.
Ø Congratulations to Anita M. DeCarlo
who representation of a worker’s compensation client led to a company called All Good
Dogs being shut down. This is the first case
in Illinois history where a company had
been shut down for failure to carry worker’s
compensation insurance.
Ø Congratulations to John Klebba on a
$765,000 settlement on behalf of the Estate
of a deceased resident of a group home operated by Defendant, Concepts Plus. The
name of the group home is Pioneers Group
Home in Waukegan, IL. The complaint alleged that the Defendants failed to respond
to the decedent’s symptoms and complaints
of nausea, inability to eat, excessive thirst,
back and side pain, frequent urination and
general malaise. The decedent’s condition
remained undiagnosed until April 1, 2004
when he nearly passed out and was taken
Victory Memorial Emergency Room. The
deceased became comatose that evening and
died on April 7, 2004. The deceased died
from severe diabetic ketoacedosis which
lead to diabetic coma and organ failure.
Ø Congratulations again to John Klebba
on an $825,000 settlement of behalf of a
Plaintiff who suffered a broken left jaw, torn
tendon in her left hand, an altered dentition
requiring a retainer. The complaint alleged

that the Defendant truck driver, under instructions from the Defendant trucking company to operate trucks with defective brakes
to repair station in Indiana, rear-ended the
Plaintiff who was stopped in traffic on the
southbound Dan Ryan.
Ø Congratulations a third time to John
Klebba on a $670,000 settlement on behalf
of a Plaintiff who was in a taxi heading westbound on I-290, rear-ended by a Defendant
westbound bus. Plaintiff suffered an annular tear at L5-S1 super imposed upon preexisting spondylolisthesis and pars-plana
defect. Plaintiff also suffered a closed head
injury with post-traumatic stress syndrome,
resolved.
Ø Congratulations to Michael Bonamarte and Steven Levin on a $700,000 settlement on behalf of a nursing home resident
who sustained serious Stage IV pressure ulcers during a two month stay at the Prairie
View Nursing Home in Charleston. The decedent, Donald McCormick was a 43-year
old nursing home resident with severe mental retardation. The decedent recently had
stopped walking for unknown reasons. The
Defendant tried to argue in the case that the
decedent’s pressure ulcers where unavoidable based on the decedent’s behaviors. The
Plaintiff successfully refuted this argument
by proving throughout discovery that the
decedent did not have the mental capacity
to understand that any behaviors he exhibited where harming him. The Plaintiff also
argued that the nursing home was negligent
in continuing to keep the decedent at the
nursing home when they knew they could
not provide the decedent with the appropriate care and treatment that he needed to address his mental retardation and underlined
psychological issues. Settlement was paid
by the Defendant nursing home as well as
the decedent’s attending physician who was
also a Defendant in the case.
Ø Congratulations to Margherita M.
Albarello and Chet Lizak of Di Monte
& Lizak on a $1.3 million verdict in favor
of their thrift-store operator client, whose
leasehold was rendered unusable when a
demolition contractor hired by the Chicago
Public Building Commission to take down
a wall on an adjoining property caused the
wall to knock into the thrift store, causing a
substantial part of the roof and walls of the
thrift store to collapse. Lost profits made up
more than $1.1 million of the verdict.

Ø Congratulations to Louis Cairo of Goldberg, Weisman & Cairo on a $10,000,000.00
settlement on behalf of the estate of a 41
year old carpenter who fell to his death
through an elevator shaft while working on
a renovation project for a downtown high
rise’s law firm tenant. The decedent told coworkers he was going to his car to get tools
he needed to complete the marble tile installation he was hired to do as part of a tenant
build out on the 11 floor of a high rise at 211
West Wacker Drive. 10 minutes later he was
heard screaming as he was falling down the
elevator shaft. The carpenter landed atop the
elevator car which was in the loading dock
area of the building. The plaintiff alleged
that the building had an antiquated freight
elevator system with several safety flaws.
The decedent was survived by his wife and
two young daughters.

> De Orio, Catherine
The mother-in-law of career Justinians, the
Spinas, recently passed. Beloved wife of the
late Joseph; loving mother of Anita (Anthony)
Spina, Anthony M.D. (Janet) and Susan (the
late Alex DDS) Ponzio; dear grandmother
of Nancy (Tim) Okal, John (Marian) Spina,
Cathy (Tom) Samatas, Maria (Bill) Samatas,
Felicia (Tommy) Di Giovanni, Joseph De Orio
M.D., Catherine (John) Gorey, Ben (Monica)
Ponzio, Joseph (Angela) Ponzio, Anthony
DDS (Olivia) Ponzio, Michael and Nicholas
Ponzio; and great-grandmother of 19.

Ø The family of a 41-year-old factory
worker who was killed when an SUV driven
by a college student collided with the worker’s motorcycle in Morris, IL, has settled its
wrongful death lawsuit for $3 million, according to the family’s attorney. On August
9, 2007, Randall L. Adair was traveling east
on a motorcycle along Route 6 near Nettle
School Road when the driver of a westbound SUV turned in front of him, said
Anthony C. Raccuglia of Peru-based Anthony C. Raccuglia & Associates P.C., who
represented the family. The two vehicles
collided and Adair, a divorced father of two
children, was killed instantly. The defense
contended that the motorcyclist did not keep
a proper lookout. Mark S. Kawinski of Fabrizio, Hanson, Peyla and Kawinski P.C.,
represented the defendant in the case, which
was dismissed on Friday by Grundy County
Circuit Court Judge Robert C. Marsaglia.

> Russo, Henrietta
Our society and its members extend our sympathy to the family of Joseph Russo, upon the
death of the matriarch, Henrietta Russo, taken
by the Lord at far too early and age. Mrs. Russo is in our prayers.

Obituaries

By: Leonard F. Amari
> Cihak, Kathryn
Our sympathies to the family of our good
friend, Jerome E. Cihak, upon the death of
his beautiful and wonderful wife, Kathryn
R. Cihak, 66, a 37 year resident of Indian
Head Park. She was the devoted mother of
Amy (Andrew) Cihak-Hannon, and Gary J.
Cihak, and beloved grandmother sister and
aunt.
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> LaBrasca, Frances
Frances P. LaBrasca, nee Sorci, 96, of
Schaumburg formerly of Norridge, mother
of our good friend, and Board Member of
the Italian American Political Coalition, Jack
LaBrasca has passed.

> Scotillo, Joseph G.
Our condolences go out to the Scotillo family upon the death of the patriarch, Joseph G.
Scotillo, father of Cook County Circuit Court
Judge John J. Scotillo (and father in law of
Nancy S.) and brother of deceased past Justinian President retired Cook County Circuit
Court Judge Anthony J. Scotillo.
> Serritella, Ruby Ann
Our sympathies to our brother, James Serritella, upon the death of his beloved wife and
best friend, Ruby Ann Serritella, nee Amoroso, age 65. She was the loving and cherished
mother of Anthony Ventu, devoted daughter
of Mildred and the late Ventu Amoroso and
daughter-in-law of the late Anthony and the
late Angeline Serritella. Ruby was a registered nurse and clinical nurse specialist in
Cardiothoracic Surgery and received her B.S.
in Nursing from Loyola University. She then
received a M.S. in Nursing from the Catholic University of America. Ruby lectured at
the University of Illinois Graduate School of
Nursing which recognized her contributions
to the development of nursing procedures
for open heart surgery. For over 20 years she
worked at the Hines Veterans Administration
Hospital and served on the Board of Directors
of Illinois Nursing Association. Anyone who
knew Ruby was genuinely touched by her.
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