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President's Message

This year we celebrate the 90th anniversary of the Justinian Society of Lawyers.
Thanks to our immediate past President
Cristina Mungai and her predecessors, we
have renewed participation and enthusiasm
within our Society. I have been involved
with the Justinian Society my whole life
because in 1978 my father, Leonard F.
Amari, served as president. I was only eight
years old then and therefore many of our
members have known me for quite a long
time. I hope to see many of these longtime
members, along with our younger and newer
members, during the coming year. As such,
the theme of my presidency is: “Reunite
with the Justinian Society.”
First, I want to thank the Honorable
Celia Gamrath for nominating me as secretary of the Society. She has been a mentor
not only in my career, but also as a fellow
mother.
I also want to thank past President
Cristina Mungai for all of her guidance and
assistance as I prepared for my upcoming
term as president.
My gratitude to Golf Outing Committee Co-Chairmen Sam Tornatore and Richard Caldarazzo, along with the committee:
Franco Coladipietro, Vince Vidmer and Lou
Siracusano. Because of their hard work and
dedication, a very successful outing held
on June 8 at the Bloomingdale Golf Club,
enjoyed by 70 golfers and netting over
$9,000. Also, a huge thank you to Judge
Tom Panichi, who graciously donated a
boat cruise for our golf outing raffle. Lucky
member Gina Rossi won and invited past
President Mungai and me as guests. The
cityscape views were spectacular and it
proved to be a wonderful evening for all
aboard.
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Justinian Society Officers

I also want to extend my thanks to Richard
Caifano, who will serve as chairman of the
newly formed Mentoring Committee. The Illinois Supreme Court now allows CLE credits
for bar organization-sponsored mentor/mentee
programs. Richard registered the Society and the
Supreme Court Commission on Professionalism approved our lawyer-to-lawyer mentoring
program. Hopefully before my term ends, the
mentoring program will be completely developed and implemented - a wonderful membership benefit.
One of my objectives as president will be realized early this fall when the Society launches a
new state-of-the-art website, with the assistance
of 1st Vice President Gregg Garofalo (who also
serves as the website committee chairman). The
new site, designed by Sasso Marketing Inc., will
allow members to RSVP and pay for meetings
online, obtain information quicker and easier
than ever, include a photo gallery, newsletter
archive, lawyer directory and more.
We look forward to our upcoming Installation Dinner and Awards on September 22nd at
the Palmer House Hilton. This year we honor
two very distinguished members.
John G. Locallo will receive our prestigious
Award of Excellence. This award is given to an
individual who has proven leadership and has
improved the condition and image of Italian
Americans. True to the spirit of the award, Mr.
Locallo had dedicated much of his time to the
legal community. He is the 135th president of
the Illinois State Bar Association, past president
of the Justinian Society, and is a partner in The
Law Offices of Amari & Locallo.
Justice Mary Seminara Schostok will
receive the Helen M. Cerise Award of Recognition. This award is named after the first female
Italian-American Lawyer in Illinois, and one
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Justinian Society of Lawyers

Katherine Amari O'Dell, President

Gregg A. Garofalo, 1st VP

Judge Robert W. Bertucci, 2nd VP

Katherine A. Amari O’Dell is a senior associate with The Law Offices of Amari & Locallo
with a practice confined exclusively to handling
real estate tax assessment and related matters for
commercial, industrial and multi-unit residential
property owners in Illinois and on a national
basis.
Katherine graduated from The John Marshall
Law School in 2000 and is a Past President of the
John Marshall Law School Alumni Association.
The Alumni Association also awarded her The
Distinguished Service Award in May of 2006.
Its Board of Trustees recognized her significant
contributions to the school with its prestigious
Spirit Award earlier this year at a reception in
April.
Katherine began her career at the Cook County
State’s Attorney’s Office in the real estate tax
department of the Civil Division. She defended
cases for the Cook County Treasurer’s Office,
the Cook County Clerk’s Office, the Cook
County Board of Review and the Cook County
Assessor’s Office, including Specific Objection
lawsuits, Property Tax Appeal Board cases,
Indemnity lawsuits as well as tax sale and tax
deed matters.
Katherine is a member of the Illinois State Bar
Association, serving her second elected term as
a member of the ISBA General Assembly. Katherine began her membership with the Justinian
Society of Lawyers in 2001, as a second year
law student. She is the associate editor of the
Society newsletter.
In 2007, Katherine was selected by the Law
Bulletin Publishing Company as one of “40 Illinois Attorneys Under 40 to Watch.”
Katherine is married to Jason E. O’Dell. They
live in Chicago and are the proud parents of
Jason Jr., age 4.

Gregg A. Garofalo is the Managing Attorney
of GarofaloThiersch, a general practice firm
with offices in Chicago and Bloomington.
Gregg focuses his practice in the areas of
probate administration and litigation, estate
planning, and real estate. He is a court appointed
guardian ad litem by the Circuit Court of Cook
County, not only in the probate area, but other
divisions including domestic relations division
and law division. In 2011, he was appointed by
the Presiding Judge in the Probate Division of
the Circuit Court of Cook County to sit on the
Guardian Ad Litem Study Committee to review
and make recommendations to the Court as to
the recommended training and qualifications
for guardian ad litems in Cook County.
Gregg is an active member of the legal community where he is serving or has served in
several leadership roles within the Illinois Bar
Association and the Chicago Bar Association.
Gregg has served as the as the Chair for two
terms of the Chicago Bar Association’s Probate
Practice Committee, past chair of the Illinois
State Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division, and he is a member of the Illinois State Bar
Association’s Estates & Trusts Section Council,
the Elder Law Section Council, Women in the
Law Committee, and Assembly. Gregg serves
as a member of the Illinois State Bar Association’s mentor program, and he has spoken in the
area of probate and estate planning for several
Continuing Legal Education seminars.
Gregg works with professional, civic and
educational organizations. Gregg’s family
resides in the South Suburbs with his older
brother Jim and younger brother Jason owning
and operating the family business which are the
Egg and I Restaurants. Gregg has two nephews,
three nieces and a seven year old little brother
which he enjoys spending time.

Judge Robert W. Bertucci graduated from
Lake Forest College in 1979, and received his
law degree with high honors from ChicagoKent College of Law in 1983.
After passing the bar, Judge Bertucci joined
the Criminal Prosecutions Bureau of the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s Office, where he
ultimately served as a first chair in a felony
trial courtroom at the Criminal Courts Building.
He later transferred to the Medical Malpractice
Division in the Civil Actions Bureau. In 1992,
he joined the firm now known as Serpico, Petrosino and DiPiero, where he mainly handled
criminal defense matters.
Judge Bertucci was elected to the bench in
1992. He was initially assigned to the First Municipal District and handled both criminal and
civil cases. He later served as the Supervising
Judge of the Evening Narcotics Division at the
Criminal Courts Building and then as a felony
trial judge in the day division. Since 2000, he
has served in the County Division where he is
the Assignment Judge for tax deed cases and
handles election, mental health, and property
tax cases.
Judge Bertucci is a member of the Illinois
Judges Association and has served for many
years on its Board of Directors. He has also
served on the election law committee of the
Chicago Bar Association and currently serves
on the executive committee of the Justinian
Society of Lawyers. Before joining the bench, he
served as the president of a Chicago Park District
Advisory Council. He is also a past president of
the Elmwood Park Planning Commission.
Judge Bertucci has been married to Terese, a
nurse practitioner and diabetic educator, since
1979. They live in Chicago and have two sons.
Christopher, Second Lieutenant, U.S. Marine
Corps, graduated from the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis in May, and will
complete a Master’s program Michael is a
sophomore at the University of Illinois.
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Anita M. DeCarlo, 3rd VP

Jessica DePinto, Treasurer

Frank A. Sommario, Secretary

Anita M. DeCarlo is a graduate of Loyola University Chicago and received her Juris Doctorate
from The John Marshall Law School. She has
lectured and published articles for the Illinois
State Bar Association and the Illinois Institute
for Continuing Legal Education.

Jessica DePinto is the founder and president of
InnerTrack Strategies, Inc., a consulting firm
specializing in corporate learning strategies.
Jessica studied International and Comparative
Law at IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law. She
holds an MA in Italian Language and Literature
from Indiana University. She studied Letters &
Philosophy at the University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy and is a graduate of the University
of Wisconsin at Madison.

Frank Sommario is an associate at
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC in Chicago, Illinois,
a law firm that concentrates in catastrophic personal injury, medical malpractice, and workers’
compensation cases. As a petitioner's workers'
compensation lawyer, he has obtained several
large settlements and favorable trial awards
for his clients. Before joining the firm in April
2007, Frank was a partner at Vitell, Spitz &
Sommario, Ltd., also in Chicago.
Frank was admitted to the Bar in Illinois
(2000), Minnesota (2001), and District of
Columbia (2001). He received his Juris Doctorate from DePaul University College of Law
in 2000. He is a Certified Public Accountant
(1998), who received his Bachelor’s degree in
Commerce/Accounting from DePaul University
in 1997. He became a Registered Investment
Advisor in 2003.
In addition to practicing law, Frank is active in several professional organizations. He
is serving his second three year term on the
Board of Governors of the Illinois State Bar
Association (ISBA). He is a Silver Fellow of the
Illinois Bar Foundation. Frank currently also is
serving his second year as the Treasurer of the
Workers’ Compensation Lawyers Association
(WCLA). He is also a member of the national
and state trial lawyers’ associations. He is a
member of the alumni associations of DePaul
University, DePaul University College of Law,
and Fenwick High School.
Frank was named as one of Illinois' Rising
Stars by Super Lawyers ® for the year 2010,
and then once again in 2011.
Born in Melrose Park, Illinois, Frank was
raised by his parents, Frank and Mary Jo (nee
Abruzzini). He has two younger sisters, Deanna
and Lisa. Frank currently resides in Addison
with his wife, Gina, and twin daughters, Angelina and Isabella.

Before joining Vasilatos & Cotter, LLC in 2011,
she practiced at Cullen, Haskins, Nicholson &
Menchetti, P.C. She began her career practicing
with her father, Vito DeCarlo, past president
(1970-1971). She represents injured workers in
Workers’ Compensation cases throughout the
State of Illinois. She was elected to the Board for
Governors of the Illinois State Bar Association
(2006 – 2009) and acted as the liaison to the
Workers' Compensation Section Council and
Employee Benefits Section.
She has served on the Executive Committee of
the Justinian Society of Lawyers since 2002 and
was elected as an officer of the John Marshall
Alumni Association acting as the Secretary
(2006 – 2007); Treasurer (2007 - 2008); Treasurer (2008 - 2009); and 3rd Vice President
(2009 – 2010). In 2008, she was named an Illinois
Rising Star by Super Lawyers and received a
Distinguished Service Award from The John
Marshall Law School.

For several years, Jessica practiced international
trade regulation with Dykema, PLLC (formerly
Dykema Gossett) and with the Chicago-based
firm of Hodes Keating & Pilon. Jessica served
as chair of practice committees for both the
Chicago and Illinois State Bar Associations. Jessica has taught languages at Indiana University,
Bloomington and has lectured on international
trade compliance to U.S., Japanese, and Italian
audiences.
In addition to her involvement with the Justinian
Society of Lawyers, Jessica served on the Board
of Trustees of the Chicago Academy for the Arts,
a John F. Kennedy Center National School of
Distinction in arts education. She is a member
of the Women in Leadership Advisory Board,
The School of Continuing and Professional
Studies, Loyola University Chicago. Jessica
also serves on the faculty of Loyola’s School
of Continuing and Professional Studies.
Jessica lives in Chicago with her husband,
Roberto Morrone.
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Letters to the Editor
By: Katherine Amari O'Dell

Dear Katherine:
Thank you for your kind letter and
the copy of the Justinian Newsletter.
- Justice Anne M. Burke
Illinois Supreme Court
Dear Katherine:
Thank you very much for sending me
the Spring edition of the Justinian Society
of Italian Lawyers Newsletter. I continue
to be impressed with the amount of
information which you disseminate to
the membership.
Keep up the good work!
- Edward M. Burke
Alderman, 14th Ward
Dear Ms. O’Dell:
I have received the spring edition
2011 of the Justinian Society Newsletter
which you were kind enough to send to
me and which I enjoyed reviewing.
Thank you for including my
photograph in this edition; but, more
importantly, thank you for your fine
article on the court’s annual Italian
American Heritage Month Courthouse
Tour program. I especially appreciated
your highlighting the participation of
Judge Pileggi and Judge Gamrath in the
tour program.
- Timothy C. Evans
Chief Judge
Circuit Court of Cook County

Judge Gloria Coco and Sam Tornatore.

Leonard/Katherine:
Magnificent! Where do you find/
keep the old pictures? They are fun to
see, again. Thanks to you and the entire
Newsletter "staff".
- Sam Tornatore
Leonard and Katherine,
Once again, congratulations to
you and the Newsletter Staff--what a
wonderful publication!
- Joseph Gagliardo
Katherine,
Beautiful. Just beautiful. Fantastic
work to all those involved.
- Antonio Romanucci
Katherine,
I haven't even read it yet and I am
going to congratulate you on another
well done job!
- Thomas Battista
Katherine,
Congratulations to everyone involved
in producing another great edition. Well
done!
- Michael Favia

From left: Mauro Glorioso and Judge
Timothy Evans.
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President's Message, continued from page 1

of the youngest and most accomplished
women of her time. Justice Seminara
Schostok is also a successful woman in
the legal community. She was appointed
an associate judge of the 19th Judicial
Circuit after prosecuting criminal matters
as an assistant state’s attorney at the Lake
County State’s Attorney’s Office since
1987. Then in 2002, she was elected
judge in the Circuit Court of Lake County.
Lastly, in August 2008, Justice Seminara
Schostok was appointed by the Illinois
Supreme Court and successfully ran for
the Illinois 2nd District Appellate Court,
where she currently sits.
Special thanks to Judge Gloria G.
Coco for not only chairing this year’s
Installation Dinner, but also for hosting
them for the last 20 years.
We look forward to seeing you at our
upcoming dinner meetings and, on behalf
of my fellow Justinian Officers and the
entire Executive Committee; thank you
for your past and continued encouragement, support, loyalty and friendship. I
value the trust you have placed in me to
serve as this year’s President!
Sincerely,
- Katherine A. Amari O’Dell
President

Ü

Anyone wishing to share
information with their fellow
Justinians is encouraged to contact
Newsletter Associate Editor Katherine Amari at our Justinian headquarters address: 734 North Wells
Street, Chicago, IL 60654; phone
(312)255-8550; fax (312)255-8551;
kaa@amari-locallo.com.

Ü

Please notify Nina Albano
Vidmer of any address changes
by contacting her at P.O. Box 804;
LaGrange, IL 60525-0804; fax (708)
401-0360; e-mail: ninabeana@
ameritech.net.

Justinian News

During dinner, the nomination committee
announced its nominations for officers for
the 2011-2012 term. The nominating committee was chaired by Anthony Fornelli and
comprised Leonard Amari, Joseph Bisceglia,
Richard Caldarazzo, Leonard DeFranco,
Michael Favia, Hon. Celia Gamrath, Lisa
Marino, and Antonio Romanucci.

March Report
By: Vincent R. Vidmer
The March meeting was held at Galleria
Marchetti in Chicago, where President Cristina
Mungai held the
annual fundraiser
for the Children's
Endowment Fund.
We were honored
by a special visit
by former Chicago
Bear's linebacker
and Superbowl
team member, Otis
Wilson. Otis attended the dinner
with his daughter
and personally accepted the CEF grant
on behalf of the Otis Wilson Foundation, which
he established after he ended his football career. The Foundation's aim is to reduce the
low-physical activity which has become more
common amongst children, and promote healthy
nutrition in Children's diets. The Foundation
helps expose children to opportunities which
otherwise may not have been available to
them.
The Children's Endowment Fund was started
by one of our true Italian American leaders and
Past-President Antonio Romanucci. Unfortunately, Antonio wasn't able to attend the event
because he was out of the Country. Frank Sommario, our current secretary, did a wonderful
job speaking on his behalf. Although many
members are familiar with the purpose and
aim of the Children's Endowment Fund, Frank
enlightened the group with some of the history
and mission of the work which has been done
and continues through the years. The Fund underscores the generosity of the Justinian Society.
Specifically, the Fund provides disadvantaged
and disabled children in the Chicagoland area
monetary support to assist them with their
hardships. Additionally, the Fund works with
organizations that provide the type of support
as mentioned.
This year, Otis Wilson reached out to the Society and was awarded with a generous grant for
his foundation. Otis was named to the Pro Bowl
the year of the Superbowl and enjoyed 9 years as
a professional football player. Otis' foundation
takes a holistic approach at improving the lives
of young disadvantaged children in Chicago and
it's surrounding suburbs. Ultimatley, improved
physical fitness of youths is the general goal of
the Foundation.
Overall, the event was a success, and it
provided some great reminders to all of it's
members that we are all blessed to be affiliated
with the Justinian Society, it's leaders, friends
and families. Through the Children Endowment Fund, the Society is constantly working
to better our community at large.

Attendees at the March meeting included Otis
Wilson and his daughter (center) with officers  
Gregg Garofalo, Anita DeCarlo, Katherine Amari
O'Dell, Cristina Mungai and Jessica DePinto

April Report
By: John Tufano
The Justinian Society continued its tradition of
providing camaraderie, networking, and great
food at its 2011 Officer Nomination Dinner,
held at Monastero’s Ristorante, a long-time
Justinian Society favorite that, once again,
lived up to its
reputation. Monastero’s, at 3935
West Devon Avenue, hosted our
dinner in one of
its private dining
rooms, evoking an
outdoor courtyard
ambience, with
murals painted
on the walls and
plants hanging
from the ceiling among wooden beams.
The evening began with cocktails as both
familiar and unfamiliar faces mingled, networked, and caught up on times past. Among
the aspects that make the Justinian Society so
successful is the genuineness of its members.
In a crowd of over 50 attendees, I met five
people who were attending a Justinian event
for the first time, and I would not be surprised
if more than five attendees were new members. During my first year in Chicago, and
my years heading a Justinian student chapter
at my law school in Houston, Texas, I have
been amazed at how welcoming the Society is
to new members. My early experiences with
the Justinian Society instilled in me passions
for our profession, our community, and our
heritage. It is that sense of belonging that
continually attracts new members and binds
old members together that much closer.

The nominations were presented as follows:
Katherine Amari O’Dell for President, Gregg
A. Garofalo for First Vice President, Honorable Robert W. Bertucci for Second Vice
President, Anita DeCarlo for Third Vice
President, Jessica DePinto for Treasurer, and
Frank A. Sommario for Secretary.
As the Justinian Society transitions in to a new
officer term, a special thanks was extended
to our outgoing President Cristina Mungai.
Cristina’s efforts mirrored those of previous
Presidents, tirelessly organizing events, promoting the Society’s good will throughout the
community, and representing the Society with
graceful leadership. We all admire Cristina’s
presidential journey and look forward to
Katherine carrying the torch, as we all know
that she is capable of advancing the Justinian
Society to even higher grounds. The nominating committee deserves particular thanks
for its hard work, providing another year of
well-esteemed nominations for officers, all of
whom the Justinians trust will lead us through
another fantastic year.

Installed at the April meeting: Treasurer Jessica
DePinto, Secretary Frank Sommario, President
Katherine Amari O'Dell, with Immediate Past
President Cristina Mungai.
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May Report

Golf Outing Report

By: Anthony Casaccio

By: Michael Bonamarte

This year’s Justinian Society Installation Dinner
on May 18th at
Gibson’s Steakhouse in Chicago
was a night of true
celebration for all
in attendance. The
meeting includes
the official swearing
in of new officers. Of course, the September
Gala, the Awards and Installation Dinner, is the
ceremonial event.
The year 2010 marked another successful year
for the Justinian Society behind the leadership
of outgoing President Christina Mungai, the
officers, and the executive committee.
The Justinian Society stands for many things
to so many of us, historically and continuing,
that I am proud to be a part of. It represents an
organization of accomplished Italian Americans
in the legal community, in addition to what we
stand for, family and tradition.
As a member of the Justinian Society, I feel
that I am a part of something truly special, not
only because I am surrounded by people I can
finally relate to, but for the familial sense I
experience at every Justinian Society event.
The year 2011 marks yet another year to
continue down the path that so many Justinians
before us have already laid a foundation, and this
year’s May Installation Dinner demonstrated
that we are already heading in the right direction.
In addition to the tireless effort and planning of
the Justinian Society Officers, a special thanks
is in order for Nina Vidmer and Diana Bosnjak,
who both ensure that every Justinian event is
a continued success. Also, thanks to Damian
Galazka, our quasi-official photographer for
his quality work.
In emblematic Justinian fashion, the evening
started off with members of all ages and career
levels catching up with one another before dinner. As the evening went on, Cristina Mungai
presented mentoring awards to past presidents
Lisa Marino (the Hon.Gerald L. Sbarbaro Mentoring Award) and Sam Tornatore (the Alfred
E. Gallo Justinian Society Leadership Award).
Following their reception speeches, Cristina
introduced her successor as 2011’s Justinian
President, Katherine Amari O’Dell.
As Katherine and the 2011 officers were
getting sworn in, the Amari cheering section
closest to the podium resembled what many
of us are accustomed to, loud cheering family
members full of pride, smiles from ear to ear,
and eyes filled with tears of joy in support of
Katherine.

This summer I
played in the Justinian Society Golf
Outing. Similarly
to my experience at
my first Installation
dinner in the fall of
2010, I had a very
memorable time at
my first Justinian
Golf Outing. Having
organized a charity
golf outing for the past 4 years for the foundation I started on behalf of my dad, a late
Justinian who passed away from a stroke in
2006, I can certainly attest to all of the time
and effort spent putting on this type of event.
All of the Justinians that volunteered their time
for this event were fantastic. 		
The chairs of the event were Past Presidents,
Sam Tornatore and Richard Caldarazzo. Other
committee members included Franco Coladipietro, Vince Vidmer and Lou Siracusano. We
always have to thank Nina Albano Vidmer and
her daughter Grace for their assistance as well.
The event was well organized and a lot of fun.
It was one of the hottest days of the year and
the staff made sure everyone was well hydrated
with water, sports drinks, and I’m certain I saw
some beer and bloody mary mix floating around!
All of the food, from the sausages at lunch to
the ribs at dinner, was excellent.
John Perconti, of Levin & Perconti, and I had
the pleasure of playing with law student Alex
Norlander and past President Len DeFranco.
We started off hot and cooled down quickly.
We had a blast nonetheless!
The prizes raffled off were fantastic. John
Perconti and I were at a lucky table with John
winning an iPod Docking Station/Stereo combination and me winning a gift certificate to the
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From left: Joseph F. Locallo, Jr., Leonard F. Amari,
Katherine Amari O’Dell, John G. Locallo, and
Anthony M. Farace

From left: Leonard F. Amari, Laura Amari
Jaglarski, Katherine Amari O’Dell, and Donna
Amari
Amongst Katherine’s cheering section were
her loving mother Donna, her sister Laura, as
well as past Justinian President, Leonard F.
Amari. Following a dedicated Justinian and
someone as notorious for incessantly helping
others like Leonard Amari has done is no easy
task. However, “Parents can only give good
advice or put their children on the right paths,
but the final forming of a person's character and
success lies in their own hands” - Ann Frank.
Katherine, with the support of her mentors and
Justinian role models and family values she was
raised with, has become a leader in the Justinian
community through her own accomplishments.
Katherine worked in the real estate tax division
of the office of the Cook County State’s Attorney
for four years and in 2007, she was selected as
one of the top 40 Illinois attorneys under the
age of 40.
I have had the privilege of working with Katherine and because I have seen her tireless work
ethic and attention to detail, I am certain that she
will be an outstanding President. Not only am I
confident in her abilities, but also confident that
she has earned the support and recognition of
becoming 2011’s Justinian Society President.

From left: Franco Coladipietro, Grace Vidmer,
Katherine Amari O’Dell, Nina Vidmer, Jenna
Buechel, Sam Tornatore, Cristina Mungai, Vince
Vidmer, and Lou Siracusano.

The winning team consisted of First
Vice President, Gregg Garofalo, his
brother Jason, Matt McCormick and
Brett Lindberg.
Rosewood Restaurant! We also want to
thank Honorable Thomas Panichi for
donating a weeknight boat cruise on his
boat. The winner of the cruise was our
very own, younger member, Gina Rossi
of Johnson & Bell. Rumor has it that
she invited President Katherine Amari
O’Dell and immediate past President
Cristina Mungai on the cruise. Other
prizes included a gift certificate to
Kiki’s Bistro, a Lakeside Bank basket
which included a Target gift card, as
well as other gift certificates from restaurants in which we have our regular
dinner meetings.
The winning foursome consisted
of our very own First Vice President
Gregg Garofalo, his brother Jason, Matt
McCormick and Brett Lindberg.
Several past Presidents were in attendance including Leonard F. Amari,
Leonard DeFranco, Thomas Battista,
Richard Caifano, Richard Caldarazzo,
Lisa Marino, Judge Gloria Coco, John
G. Locallo, Joseph F. Locallo, Jr., Joseph Bisceglia, Judge Bruno Tassone,
Sam Tornatore, Antonio Romanucci,
Anthony Erbacci, Franco Coladipietro,
Anthony Ferraro, and Mauro Glorioso.
We were also honored to have current
Chief Judge of the Law Division, the
Honorable William Maddux, in attendance.
Great job on a fantastic event!

Mentoring Program

Law Student Update

By: Richard Caifano

By: Anthony Gattuso

The Illinois Supreme
Court has approved the
Bar’s Voluntary Mentoring Program as designed
and administered by the
Court’s Commission on
Professionalism. The approval and implementation
comes on the heels of the
Court’s pilot mentoring
program recently completed in Winnebago County.
While the program is voluntary, the Illinois Supreme
Court proclaims the need for training new attorneys
in the practice of the law. Thus, the expansion of the
voluntary mentoring has been sanctioned.
What makes this program unique and flexible is its
reliance upon local administration by organizations
such as ethnic and local Bar Associations, law schools
and law firms rather than from a statewide entity.
In June of this year, the executive committee of the
Justinian Society unanimously approved the implementation of the Society’s Mentoring program. The
Justinian Society has been formally accepted as an
administrator of the Court’s Mentoring Program. Beginning this fall, the Society will administer its mentoring
program with instructions on what is expected of the
mentoring partners during their year together.
Under the plan, newly licensed lawyers are matched
with more experienced attorneys who volunteer to
participate in the project one-on-one. The program
coaches new lawyers in many areas, including law
practice management, effective client representation,
pro bono opportunities, career development, and other
aspects of successfully practicing law.
The partners are required to create a plan of anticipated goals during their time together. The program
requires that the partners meet not less than ten times
during the course of the program to allow for the accomplishment of the partnership objectives. At the
conclusion of the mentoring plan, the partners are
expected to submit a report to the JSL Mentoring
Committee establishing the completion of those goals.
The Committee will, in turn, report the successful
completion of the individual mentoring team which
will result in award of six hours of CLE credits to the
participants.
Mentors will be encouraged to make themselves
available to the new lawyers with whom they are paired
and to serve as a sounding board on issues commonly
encountered by new practitioners. The program is
designed to assist lawyers in all areas of practice, from
transactional attorneys to litigators.
The Supreme Court’s voluntary mentoring plan represents a unique opportunity for local Bar Associations
to implement a true service to its young members by
providing guidance not otherwise available to them
through the contributions of its more experienced
members. We are excited about our Society’s place in
administering the Illinois mentoring program and we
look forward to working with our members to assure
its success.

Summer Jobs
This summer the
Justinian Society student organizations
have been out in full
force. Our summer
began with many
members taking on
summer internships
and using these wonderful opportunities
to gain some much
needed practical legal experience. Members have secured internships with the Cook County and DuPage County
State’s Attorney’s Offices, the Cook County
Public Defender’s Office, and countless other
private firms.
Law School and Entrepreneurship
Some very ambitious student members have
begun their own business this summer. Jarrett
Rumoro, from the John Marshall student chapter,
along with his law school colleagues, formed a
company called AAGWATT. This company has
plans to create a premier Artesian bottled water
(eco-friendly) which will combine the concepts
of hydration and education to create its brand
name-- "Hydrocation." AAGWATT plans on
including educational content on the labels
and selling them to schools around the nation.
Rumoro, working with the support of several
other students, has been ambitiously pursuing
professionals for guidance and also searching
for investors to infuse AAGWATT with capital
and make “Hydrocation” a reality. Any questions
or comments for AAGWATT can be directed to
Jarrett Rumoro or Anthony Gattuso by email at
aagwatt@gmail.com.
Golf Outing
Even though many students have been working, we have still found time to have some fun
this summer. Student volunteers from many
law schools including; John Marshall, Loyola,
Northern Illinois and Florida helped keep the
event running smoothly. Students were responsible for maintaining all par 3 holes, checking
in members and selling raffle tickets. As always
this event was a huge success and a great time
was had by all who attended.
John Marshall Justinian Summer Dinner
The John Marshall Justinian Chapter hosted
an end of the school year dinner at Tufano’s.
Many members attended and began planning for
a busy year of events. As the wine flowed, the
students enjoyed a wonderful dinner and great
conversation before they were treated, by the
always very generous staff, with dessert.
Continued, page 8
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Students, continued from page 7
Mentoring
The Justinian Society Student Mentoring
group has had another successful school year.
Many of those who have completed their first
year with the help of the program have already
begun to pay it forward. This summer, the group
has helped young ambitious students pass the
John Marshall SCALES program and those
students will now begin in the fall semester.
The program continues to make huge strides
and the John Marshall Student Chapter looks
forward to those students becoming involved
in the student chapter.

Lake County Report Two Justinians
Receive JMLS DSAs
By: Caryn Barone

Ciao Friends and Colleagues,

By: Leonard F. Amari

My name is Caryn Barone and I am the 2011
President of the Lake County Chapter of the
Justinian Society of Lawyers. I am excited for
the opportunity to be president and looking
forward to another great year of activities.

The John
Marshall Law
School Alumni
Association
Board recently
honored two of
its illustrious
graduates, folks
from our community, as the
2011 recipients
of its prestigious Distinguished Service Award: Fred Serpe
and Anthony C. Raccuglia. The announcement
was made by the immediate past president of
the Alumni Association Board of this 120 year
old law school, Katherine Amari O’Dell, who
also serves as president of the Justinian Society
of Lawyers. They were honored at a luncheon
at the Chicago Palmer House by the law school
on May 13, 2011.
The Distinguished Service Award was created
to recognize JMLS graduates and their contributions to the school, the profession and to the
community. These recipients are hard-working
members of the legal profession, and contributors to the improvement of the Italian-American
condition as well as the community at large.
Anthony C. Raccuglia loves and respects the
law. He is highly respected and very successful in
the LaSalle-Peru region of the state. His primary
focus is personal injury, but he is known in his
community to help anyone in need.
Graduating first in his class at The John
Marshall Law School in 1959, he was awarded
membership in the select Order of John Marshall,
recognition for not only academic achievement
but also for demonstrating student leadership
with participation in extracurricular school
programs.
Appointed first assistant LaSalle County
state’s attorney in 1960, Raccuglia handled
everything from misdemeanors to high profile
murder cases, where he honed his trade as a
skilled trial lawyer and an aggressive advocate
for his clients.
In 1969, Raccuglia established his practice
in Peru, IL. He served on the ISBA board of
governors from 1976 to 1982, and is a past
president of the LaSalle County Bar Association and a former member of the Illinois Trial
Lawyers Association governing board.
A Charter Life Patron Fellow of the Illinois
Bar Foundation, Raccuglia’s charitable work
is also extensive, yet most of it remains private
and unheralded. He helped put in place a free
clinic that the Elks Lodge provides for crippled
children. He also chaired several Lions Club
fundraising drives for polio victims. Raccuglia
is also a LaSalle city attorney.
Continued on page 9

Last year was a very successful year in which
the Lake County Chapter of the Justinian
Society started new traditions, like our first
annual summer barbeque hosted by Steve
Lunardi, attendance at the Joint Justinian
Meeting in January and the giving of the
first annual Lake County Justinian Society
Scholarship. We were very happy to award
the scholarships to two Italian-American law
students and excited to award scholarships
again this year. We had a great turn out at
our Christmas party, as usual, and hope to
see that type of turnout at all Justinian events
this year.

Mentees:
Frank Battaglia, Dana Benedetti, Louis Cairo, Jennifer
Colette, Patrick Collins, Adam Dobrino, Ken Donat, Michael Donis, Kristin Edmonds, Andrew Henning, Andrew
Holton, Vincent Incopero, Joseph Klocke, Samantha Levin,
Adam Long, Michael Manseau, Matthew O'Malley, Patrick
Patino, Benjamin Robinson, Tomasz Sobieraj, John Spellman, Michael Stephenson, Lisa Sterba, Kerri Wyman
Mentors:
Luke Keller, Katharine Barnes, Jill Ruggerio, Peter Beuke,
Justin Shiffman, Nick Jordan, Kelly Moore, Melissa Teichman, Rosalee Indendino, Vince Oppedisano, Katie Fahy,
Ava Caffarini, Alex Norlander, Anthony Gattuso, David
Latarski, Alexandrea O'Connor, Katie Hegarty, Christina
Faklis, Lily Strumwasser.

	Congratulations and Good Luck
Now my favorite part of this entry is a big CONGRATULATIONS to all graduating Justinians
especially all past board members and more
specifically past presidents Mike Pisano and Ron
Riccio. Thanks for all your hard work and time
you have contributed to make this organization
what it is today. The current student members
would not have this wonderful group without the
considerable commitments made by the entire
graduating board. We wish all of you the best of
luck as you get ready to take the bar and become
full-fledged practicing attorneys!
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This year we will host our second annual
summer barbeque in June. Our chapter will
again be a sponsor for the Red Mass at
Marytown in Libertyville in September.
Also, as is tradition, the Honorable Victoria
Rossetti and Douglas Zeit will open up their
home and host our annual Christmas Party
in December. Please look for date reminders
to these events in your e-mail accounts and
mailboxes.
We will also be continuing the tradition of
our successful Wine Tasting event which past
President David Del Re has graciously offered
to host for the third time. This event will take
place in late August. We will again use this
event as a time to not only enjoy each others
company, but to raise money for our Lake
County Justinian Society Scholarship.
I hope that this letter finds each and every
one of you happy and in good health and I
especially hope to see each of you in attendance at Justinian events this year.

DSA, continued from page 8
From the time Fred Serpe graduated from
The John Marshall Law School in 1984, he has
demonstrated leadership skills, successes and accomplishments in numerous positions. His first
role as a lawyer was an assistant Illinois Attorney
General in the Revenue Litigation Division. An
example of his demonstration of leadership was
as Executive Director of the Illinois Transportation Association from 1987 to 2001, involving
himself in lobbying, legislation and related
responsibilities. He presently is engaged in the
general practice of law, primarily trying criminal,
quasi-criminal and miscellaneous matters in the
suburban and collar county courts.
Evidence of Fred’s leadership is demonstrated
by the professional organizations in which he
participates and exerts leadership. He is a 30
year member of the Justinian Society of Italian
Lawyers. He presently serves as secretary of the
West Suburban Bar Association, where he also
served on its Board of Governors from 2003 to
2007. He has been active in the 32,000 member
Illinois State Bar Association, where he served
by presidential appointment to its Banking and
Regulatory Section Council and Public Utilities
and Transportation Law Committee. Serpe also
gave back to his law school, John Marshall,
having served as a director of its Alumni Board
for a decade, from 1984 to 1994.
To list all of Fred’s public service efforts
and contributions during his distinguished
career would be a daunting task, but some are
compelling to be mentioned, including: Special
Counsel to Addison Township, the municipality of Calumet City and the Westchester Park
District. He compliments Illinois Secretary of
State Jesse White’s office as chairman of its
Merit Commission. For Cook County Clerk
Dorothy Brown, he serves on an Industry Advisory Committee. He serves the Cook County
court system as a volunteer arbitrator in the 1st
and 4th Municipal Districts as well as a hearing
officer for the village of Norridge.
In addition to lecturing to lawyers and businessman in his areas of experience and expertise,
Serpe has published numerous learned treatises:
Illinois Workers Rights (2002), A History of
Trucking in Illinois (co-author, 1988), the Illinois
Lobbyist Registration System (for the Illinois
Secretary of State’s Index Department).
Congratulations to Tony and Fred.

Top row, from left: Fred Serpe, Celia Gamrath,
Leonard Amari and Robert Bertucci.
Bottom row, from left: John Locallo, Anthony
Farace and Sam Tornatore

John Locallo ISBA President
Congratulations to past Justinian President,
John Locallo, upon his election as President of
the 34,000 member Illinois State Bar Association. John is the 135th President of the ISBA
and the 7th Justinian to lead this state-wide
bar association, including, our late brothers
Larry Pusateri, Justice Michael Coccia, Ralph
Gabric, along with Leonard Amari, Cheryl
(Ippolito) Niro, Joe Bisceglia and, now, John
Locallo. All but Niro having served as President
of the Justinian Society. We reprint here, some
of the more salient comments of John’s Installation speech for our readers:
Good evening. Thank you. I am thrilled and
honored to be here. And it means so much to
me to see all of your faces in the crowd.
But tonight is not about me. It’s about us- the
ISBA. The theme for my year is technology
and the law, helping our practices become more
productive and efficient, and helping us use
technology to network. I’ll discuss these things
in detail tomorrow in front of the Assembly. It’s
so very important, because without the vitality
of our profession, we cannot achieve all of the
good that we do. We are living in changing
times. Bob Dylan will attest that the “Times
They are a Changin”, but today’s change- is in
nanoseconds. To be vigilant, we must remain
relevant.
So tonight, I am going to ask the question,
who are we?
We all know what the ISBA is, an association
of Illinois lawyers. But who are we? Who is the
ISBA? Well, we’re all a product of those around
us. [Where upon John graciously introduced his
entire family in attendance.]
The ISBA, we have a lot of interesting stories.
I remember my first Assembly meeting back
in 1996. Similar to today, the Abbey was booked.
The ISBA recommended other hotels, but I took
out a map and chose a motel that was the closest
to the Abbey. Well this motel was a dead ringer
for the Bates Motel in psycho- except it wasn’t
even that nice. I swear, Anthony Perkins was
in the next room
We are all here tonight, family and friends.
We all joined the ISBA for various reasons,
and once we joined, we became involved. We
join a committee, working on a certain aspect
of the law or legal profession. Perhaps we do
so to better our careers and to network. We
work hard reviewing legislation and making
policy. While we may not always see eye to
eye on the legal issues, the ISBA promotes an
environment for healthy debates among friends
and professional colleagues, whereby we walk
away at the end of the day better people- learning
that life is not always black or white, and that
sometimes, compromise is the best solution for
administering justice.
And while we do all this, we slowly start
to realize that we are part of something that
is much bigger than ourselves, much bigger
than our law practice, and even bigger than our
profession.

We do what we do because we believe that
it will make a difference. We believe that we
can help people. Back at the office, we help our
clients one case at a time. But with the ISBA, we
can affect the greater good. We are the guardians of democracy. We are officers of the court
and defenders of the Constitution. And we are
advocates for the strong and weak alike. We
insure that justice is achieved. Without lawyers,
all of these things are ideas in the wind or words
on an unread page. Without us, there is chaos.
We give of ourselves. We give countless pro
bono hours, providing free legal service to those
in need. I can’t think of any other profession
that does this to the extent we do.
With programs like the Illinois Bar Foundation, the poor have a voice through the funding of
legal service organizations. Without our funding
legal services, for the poor, the law does not exist. Wrongdoings remain uncorrected. Families
remain unprotected.
And we take care of our own, when lawyers
and their families fall on hard times. When one
of us falls, we help them up.
Can you imagine the legal profession, without,
the ISBA? Think of all the advancements that
have been made thru the unselfish sacrifices of
our members. Our Section Counsels, our Committees, our Assembly our Board of Governors,
and our ISBA staff, all work tirelessly to get it
right, to make sure that the law and the courts
are all able to administer justice properly and
fairly. We make the law real- affecting the lives
of so many around us.
And while we do this, we start really caring
for each other. This applies to all of us, some
of the closest friends we have are right here in
this room- friendships that were made because
of the Illinois State Bar Association.
The ISBA, who are we? We are a positive
influence on young lawyers and the entire community. You met my family. Well, we are all
family. We’re dear friends, caring for and trying
to help each other. We’re people who deeply
appreciate the fact that we were born. We’re
people who are trying their best to make this
world a better place for everyone, both today
Continued on page 10
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and tomorrow, because the future depends on
us.
Who are we? We are involved.
That’s who we are, every one of us.
And who am I? I am proud to be a member
of the ISBA and to humbly serve as your 135th
President. Thank you again for the opportunity.
Joe Locallo Introduces the ISBA President
Also, because his remarks were so poignant,
interesting and fun, we reprint some of them,
Brother Joe Locallo, Jr.’s introductory remarks
about his brother John, who, he calls, “one of
the most interesting men in the world.”
You have elected as your President a most
interesting man:
He is the only man to have aced the Rorschach
test.
People hang on his every word, even the
prepositions
He is the life of parties he never attended.
He can speak French, in Russian.
At museums he is allowed to touch the art.
He once had an awkward moment; just to see
how it feels.
He is a lover not a fighter, but he also can
fight, so don’t get any ideas.
He's won trophies for his game face alone.
His words carry weight that would break a
less interesting man's jaw.
If he were to punch you in the face, you would
have to fight off the irresistible urge to thank
him.
He bowls overhand.
Alien abductors have asked him to probe
them.
Enemies list him as their emergency contact
number.
He says to find out what you don’t do well in
life and then don’t do that thing.
He has such a magnetic personality that he
does not carry credit cards.
He never says something tastes like chicken,
not even chicken.
He would not be afraid to show his feminine
side, even if he had one.
If he mailed a letter without postage it would
still get there.
He doesn’t always drink beer, but when I
does, he prefers Dos Equis.
Stay Thirsty, my Friends. I give you the
most interesting man in the ISBA, John G.
Locallo.”
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Photo left:
Amari & Locallo partners,
from left: Joseph F. Locallo, Jr.,
Leonard Amari, John Locallo,
Franco Coladipietro, and Anthony Farace.
Photos below are a collage of
the weekend event.

Next ISBA President Aims for Technology Focus
[Editor’s Note: This article, written by Pat
Milhizer, originally appeared in the Chicago
Daily Law Bulletin and is being reprinted
here with permission.]
He's the son of a Chicago police officer and
went to law school after watching his older
brother prosecute defendants at 26th Street
and California Avenue.
By day, he's a lawyer and accountant who
helps business owners cut their property
tax bills. In his spare time, he plays guitar
in a cover band, 5-thirty, that practices in a
Northwest Side garage.
"You go to the garage and you're not in your
suit and tie," said John G. Locallo. "And you
can strap the guitar on and after (what feels
like) 15 minutes of playing, you look at your
watch and it's four hours later."
The next 12 months will likely fly by for
Locallo as he adds another title to his name:
Illinois State Bar Association president.
Locallo, 52, is a partner at Amari & Locallo,
a firm that handles property assessment
complaints.
"I like saving clients money. I really do,"
Locallo said. "It's important to make sure
that the people who are paying taxes are only
paying their fair share."
"And anything more than that, I think it's
important that they have that money to do
other things with — whether it's to invest in
their business or keep their business a viable
entity," Locallo said.
Locallo grew up in the city's Edgebrook
neighborhood, about a dozen miles from the
criminal courthouse where he watched his
brother practice law while Locallo was home
on college breaks.
"I totally caught the bug and the excitement
of it all," Locallo said. "And that's what I
wanted to do."
While attending Chicago-Kent College of
Law, Locallo enjoyed tax classes and clerked
for the Illinois attorney general in the division
that files lawsuits for the Illinois Department
of Revenue.
He earned a law degree in 1986 and started
a job at the accounting firm now known as
PricewaterhouseCoopers. He also earned
a master's degree in taxation at ChicagoKent.
After a few years of feeling like he worked
more as an accountant than a lawyer, Locallo
wanted trial experience. So he became a
criminal defense lawyer, primarily represent-

ing defendants accused of drunken driving.
"I liked the trial work but at the same time
two things were happening," Locallo said. "I
didn't like to always constantly be on trial. I
like to be able to sit at the desk a little bit and
just work on things. I was missing that part
of my practice."
"I also felt like I wasn't using all this
knowledge I had in accounting and tax. It just
seemed like if I could ever combine the two
together, that would be great," Locallo said.
He got that chance.
His older brother formed a law firm with
Leonard F. Amari in 1987. Locallo joined
the firm about three years later and files
complaints that help businesses reduce their
property taxes.
"It requires a lot of talent, a lot of detail and
a lot of skill," said Amari, who likens Locallo
to a beer commercial character who is dubbed
"the most interesting man in the world."
"He developed a knack to be able to explain
the complicated real estate tax assessment
process and put it in simple terms in such a
way where the client understands what it is
we did and how successful we were," Amari
said.
In 1996, Locallo started climbing the ranks
of the ISBA after winning a seat on the assembly. In 2004, lawyers elected him to the
ISBA Board of Governors.
Locallo was elected third vice president
three years ago, putting him on the guaranteed
path to the presidency.
He plans to push technology as the theme
of his presidency.
"He comes from a relatively small firm
as I do and has a particular sensitivity to the
needs of the journeyman lawyer," said John
E. Thies of Webber & Thies P.C. in Urbana.
"And the example of that for next year is
going to be his focus on technology and how
we, as an association, can make the job of

the practicing lawyer easier through better
law office management skills. And a part of
that is technology," said Thies, who becomes
ISBA president-elect this month.
Locallo is surprised that some law firms
still have minimal or no presence on the
Internet.
Under Locallo's presidency, the ISBA will
find a vendor to help law firms develop or
improve their websites at a reasonable cost.
"We have to make it easy because there's
always that apprehension barrier that I think
lawyers sometimes have. If we make it easy
for law firms and lawyers to do that in Illinois,
it'll go a long way," Locallo said.
The ISBA will also ensure that some of
the smaller law firms can acquire practicemanagement software to help them run their
offices and establish systems that remind them
of deadlines in various cases.
"It's just reached the point where everybody's got to practice that way," Locallo
said.
Locallo also will focus on member recruitment, a priority his bar association colleagues
have already noticed.
"He's very sensitive to diversity issues and
trying very hard to expand the membership and
representation so that all of our members are
properly represented," said Wheaton lawyer
Richard D. Felice, who becomes third vice
president of the group this month.
For young lawyers, Locallo mentioned the
job market as a reason to consider joining the
ISBA.
"If you're a new lawyer, a lot of these young
law graduates are coming to the marketplace
— they don't have jobs. So they're going to
hang a shingle on a wall and start to practice
law. And you can't do it by yourself. You're
going to need mentors," Locallo said.
For established lawyers, Locallo said they
should join the ISBA because, like most
professions, the practice of law has changed
and will continue to evolve.
"What you're doing right now may not be
the same five, 10 years from now. So I think
you have to be on the cutting edge," Locallo
said. "And we'll help you do that."
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A Justinian Judge You Should Know:
Honorable Mary Seminara-Schostok
By: Leonard F. Amari
This issue we highlight
the prominent jurist Mary
SeminaraSchostok, of the
19th Judicial Circuit. This
Justinian was appointed an
associate judge in 1998 and
elected a full circuit in 2002
and now a highly respected
Illinois Appellate Court
Justice. Justice Seminara
Schostok is the 2011 Helen
M. Cerise Award of Recognition recipient.
Katherine Amari O’Dell,
who selected justice Schostok for this award, says of
this wonderful role model
and highly respected jurist, “
Justice Seminara Schostok is
truly deserving of this award,
not only for her role as an Appellate Court Justice but also for bringing the Italian-American
community together. For example, every year
she hosts a Saint Joseph’s table at her home and
invites many Italian Americans to celebrate the
festive day. The Justinian Society is proud to
award her with the Helen M. Cerise Award of
Recognition.”
The first of five children, Seminara Schostok
grew up in New Castle, PA. Her father came to
the United States from Italy and her mother was
a second-generation Italian-American. She attended Youngstown State University, the first in
her family to graduate college. She exceeded all
expectations when she successfully completed
her law studies at Capital University College of
Law in Columbus, Ohio. “It wasn’t common
for someone in my generation and background
to go to law school. But I always marched to a
different drummer than most people my age always challenging, always questioning,” said
Seminara Schostok.
While in law school, she met her husband,
Michael Schostok, now a name partner in
Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard P.C., who recently
completed his term as president of the Illinois
Trial Lawyers Association. After law school,
Seminara Schostok became an associate in the
Pittsburgh, PA firm of Bernstein and Bernstein,
practicing Corporate Chapter 11 bankruptcy
work while working part-time for the public
defender’s office. However, when she married, she moved to her husband’s hometown
of Waukegan and became a prosecutor in the
Lake County State’s Attorney’s office in 1998,
where her new spouse was already employed.
As a prosecutor, Seminara Schostok knew she
ultimately wanted to be a judge: “I don’t think I
was probably out of misdemeanor court before I
made it clear that’s what I was working for.”
Seminara Schostok expressed a fondness
for politics early in her career. She joined the
Young Republicans and campaigned for Lake
County State’s Attorney Michael J. Waller,
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several judges, a number of
Republicans running for the
state Senate, and the various
campaigns of her close friend,
Albert J. Salvi.
She campaigned to be appointed an associate judge
five times. In May 1998, she
achieved that goal. She was
elected a full circuit judge
in 2002, but the road wasn’t
entirely smooth: a court battle
over the validity of her nominating petitions went all the
way to the Illinois Supreme
Court. Of course, she brought
wonderful credentials and
a stellar reputation to this
effort.
“The reputation of Judge Seminara Schostok
in Lake County is one all lawyers, like myself,
should ascribe to. She is a wonderful example
of the best our ethnic community has to offer
and we take pride in seeing her on the bench
and knowing the wonderful reputation she
enjoys,” says Michael Ori, an assistant Lake
County State’s Attorney, whose father was a
judge in Lake County before he passed away.
“Judge Schostok has served as a role mode and
mentor to me and countless others for which I
will always be grateful. She is dedicated to the
law and dispenses her judicial duties evenly and
fairly. She is known as a patient, well-prepared
and fair jurist.”
“I used to think I had the greatest job in the
world when I was a prosecutor,” Seminara Schostok said. “But then I became a judge, and now
I know I have the greatest job in the world. I can
honestly say there’s not one morning that I get
up and say I don’t want to go to work today…. I
love what I do.” When she lectures to children,
“I always encourage them to be lawyers. It’s the
greatest profession in the world.”
Judge Schostok is also a moving force in the
continuing success of the Lake County Chapter
of the Justinian Society of (Italian) Lawyers.
Away from the bench, Seminara Schostok
enjoys volunteer work, travel, reading and golf.
On Thursdays, she meets with a group of other
judges, lawyers, secretaries and deputies for a
Bible study group. “It’s a great opportunity to
clear your mind and to study with others in the
same profession,” she said. “It helps ground me
after a hard week in Criminal Court.”
Seminara Schostok currently resides in Libertyville with her husband Michael and their three
children Marisa, Gina and Michael. Marisa is a
student at The John Marshall

Judge Robert W. Bertucci:
Accomplished Jurist
By: Leonard F. Amari
This month we introduce our readers to one
of the more highly respected Italian-American
judges in the Circuit Court of Cook County,
Judge Robert W. Bertucci.

Nick Giordano and Judge Bob Bertucci (right)
Judge Bertucci graduated from Lake Forest
College in 1979, and received his law degree
with high honors from Chicago-Kent College
of Law in 1983.
After passing the bar, Judge Bertucci joined
the Criminal Prosecutions Bureau of the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s Office, where he ultimately served as a first chair in a felony trial
courtroom at the Criminal Courts Building. He
later transferred to the Medical Malpractice Division in the Civil Actions Bureau. In 1992, he
joined the firm now known as Serpico, Petrosino
and DiPiero, where he mainly handled criminal
defense matters.
Of his ancestry, Bob says: “My mother and
father, Annetta and Adorno, both are from the
same small town of Ghivizzano, in the Province of Lucca, in Tuscany. Ghivizzano is in the
beautiful Serchio River valley that lies between
the Appuana Alps and the Appenine mountains.
Scenes from the film Miracle at St. Anna were
filmed along the Serchio in Ghivizzano.”
Judge Bertucci was elected to the bench in
1992. He was initially assigned to the First Municipal District and handled both criminal and
civil cases. He later served as the Supervising
Judge of the Evening Narcotics Division at the
Criminal Courts Building and then as a felony
trial judge in the day division. Since 2000, he
has served in the County Division where he is
the Assignment Judge for tax deed cases and
handles election, property tax and mental health
cases.
Bob credits his parents as his role models and
responsible for his successes in the law; “My
parents met as teenagers during World War II
while hiding in the mountains after their town
and surrounding area became occupied by Nazi
troops. They, like many Italians before and since,
Continued on page 13

Bertucci, continued from page 12
emigrated from Italy in the mid ‘50s in search
of better economic opportunity. My father left
Italy first and worked as a laborer for an oil
company in Venezuela.”
Judge Bertucci is a member of the Illinois
Judges Association and has served for many
years on its Board of Directors. He also serves
on the election law committee of the Chicago
Bar Association and on the executive committee of the Justinian Society of Lawyers, where
he serves as its elected third Vice President,
ascending through the offices to President,
2011-2012.
“I was the first in my family born in the United
States. When I was six yeas old my father died
after a manhole he was excavating collapsed
and buried him. My mother was left to raise
four children on her own. However, years later
she felt that she had at least tasted the American dream when she was hired as a microfilm
clerk, for very modest pay, at a local bank. This
humble beginning for my family in America is
what eventually inspired me to work hard in
college (if not high school) so that I could get
into law school and become part of a wonderful
profession.”
Before joining the bench, Judge Bertucci
served as the president of a Chicago Park District
Advisory Council. He is also a past president
of the Elmwood Park Planning Commission.
Bob has been married to Terese, a nurse practitioner and diabetic educator, since 1979. They
live in Chicago and have two sons. Christopher
is in his third year at the United States Naval
Academy at Annapolis, and Michael is a senior
at St. Ignatius College Prep in Chicago and
will be attending the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. “My wife Terese, who too
is Italian-American, has similar humble beginnings. She came from a family of nine children
and also grew up on the West Side of Chicago.
After attending Triton Community College
where we met, she earned merit scholarships to
Rush University where she received a Bachelor
of Science in Nursing, and to the University of
Illinois at Chicago where she earned her Masters.
She is a nurse practitioner and diabetic educator.
She and I have encouraged our two sons to honor
their family history of struggle by excelling in
their lives. Terese and I have obviously been
blessed. Her grandparents and my parents came
to America with few material possessions, but
with great Italian hearts. Fortunately, we and
our children are part of a rich legacy of Italians
in America.”
Another example of the best our community
has to offer.

Antonio M. Romanucci

By: Leonard F. Amari

Upon his being named
to the 2011 “Top 100” Illinois Super Lawyers, we
highlight in this edition
the distinguished career of
Antonio M. Romanucci.
Antonio is a founding
principal and partner in
Romanucci & Blandin,
LLC, a Chicago-based personal injury law firm which
concentrates in catastrophic
personal injury, wrongful
death and workers’ compensation. The firm has
recovered more than $200
million for its clients, including a record $23 million
medical malpractice verdict
against a hospital and a record $17 million
verdict against the City of Chicago. Dozens
of those verdicts and settlements were $1
million or higher.
Considered one of the top personal injury
lawyers in Illinois, Antonio, in addition to the
2011 “Top 100” list, has been named a Leading Lawyer in Illinois and has obtained the
highest ethical and legal ability possible from
Martindale-Hubbell, an AV® rating. Antonio
works tirelessly as a member of numerous
professional and civic organizations, including Public Justice, Joint Civic Committee of
Italian Americans (he is its current President),
National Italian-American Foundation, American Bar Association, Workers Compensation
Lawyer’s Association, Illinois Trial Lawyers
Association, Justinian Society of Lawyers,
Illinois State and Chicago Bar associations.
Antonio also serves as Chair of the Motor
Vehicle Collision, Highway and Premises
Liability Section and is a Governor for the
American Association for Justice (AAJ), a
national organization that strives to ensure
that every person can obtain justice and hold
wrongdoers accountable for medical negligence, and is an executive of the Traumatic
Brain Injury Litigation Group serving as Board
Liaison to the Brain Injury Association.
Just a few of his civic activities, there
isn’t room to recite all of them, tells volumes
about Antonio M. Romanucci: Constitutional
Rights Foundation, seventh and eighth grade
student instructor (1988-1994), Wisconsin
Alumni Association Career Connections counselor, Make-A-Wish Foundation Volunteer
(1994-present), The Greater Barrington Area
Lawyer’s Guild, founder and President (19961998), Vice President, River Park Athletic and
Dining Club (1998-1999), President, Knapp
Burn Foundation (2000-2002), President,
Midwest Brain Injury Clubhouse (2001-2006),
Board of Directors, Barrington Area Arts
Council (2000-2003), Invited Delegate by the
Chinese Ministry of Health, People to People
Ambassador, Board of Directors, Illinois
Fatherhood Initiative (2002-2006), President

and Founder, Justinian Society’s Children Endowment
Fund (2002-present), Board
of Directors, Giant Steps,
Inc., (2003-2005), Finance
Co-Chair, Robert Fioretti,
2nd Ward Aldermanic Candidate, Board of Directors,
Italian American Chamber
of Commerce (2007-present),
President, Joint Civic Committee (2011).
He helped found and served
for many years as board president of the Midwest Brain
Injury Clubhouse, providing
guidance and leadership to
help the organization grow.
He is a fundraiser for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee and many
other local and national candidates for political
office.
Antonio’s contributions to his profession
and the community have not gone unnoticed
as a list of just some of his honors would
indicate: David Award (1998), Certificate of
Merit for outstanding service in the program of
Continuing Legal Education – WCLA Annual
Medical Seminar (1995), Constitutional Rights
Foundation Lawyer of the Year (1989), City of
Chicago Citizen’s Bravery Award (1986), Life
Member of the National Registry of the Who’s
Who, John Marshall Law School Distinguished
Service Award (2003), Illinois Leading Lawyer’s
Network Top Lawyer (2003-2010), Named
Top 100 Super Lawyer in Illinois (2005, 2006,
2008, 2009, 2011), AV Rated Attorney by
Martindale Hubble, Top 8 Aviation Lawyer in
State of Illinois, Certificate of Appreciation for
Civic Contributions from the City of Chicago
(2007), Justinian Society of Lawyers Moses W.
Harrison Recognition Award (2010), and Clerk
of the Circuit Court of Cook County Excellence
in Leadership Award (2010).
A prolific author, a frequent lecturer and panelist across the country on catastrophic injury and
the rights of victims, Antonio has won several
awards, including a “Citizens Bravery Award”
from the Chicago Police Department, the Italo
American National Union Foundation’s “David
Award for Excellence in the Profession of Law,”
the Constitution Rights Foundation’s “Lawyer
of the Year Award,” the Justinian Society of
Lawyers’ “Hon. Moses W. Harrison Award of
Recognition,” and the “Excellence in Leadership Award” from the Cook County Clerk of
the Circuit Court.
Antonio represents the best of our profession
and our community.
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Romanucci Reappointed To Blandin Reappointed to
Italian American Chamber ARDC Hearing Board
Antonio M. Romanucci, a partner in the injury
firm of Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, has been
reappointed general counsel to the Italian
American Chamber of Commerce - Midwest
(IACC).
The Italian American Chamber of Commerce
- Midwest is a business association founded
in 1907 to provide services to the Italian business community and to American businesses
oriented to the Italian market or products. The
Chamber's primary goals are promoting the
member activities as well as promoting trade
relations between Italy and the United States,
with a particular focus on the Midwest region
of the United States.
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, is a law firm
concentrating in catastrophic personal injury.
The firm provides clients with experienced,
skilled and caring representation in catastrophic personal injury, wrongful death and
workers’ compensation claims. The firm
has recovered more than $150 million for
its clients, with at least 40 cases exceeding
$1 million, including a $23 million medical
malpractice verdict and a $21 million verdict
against the city of Chicago.

Stephan D. Blandin, a partner in the
Chicago personal
injury law firm
of Romanucci &
Blandin, LLC, has
been reappointed
as a member of the
Hearing Board of
the Illinois Attorney
Registration and
Disciplinary Commission (ARDC).
The Commission has administrative responsibility for the registration and discipline of
Illinois lawyers. Members of its Hearing Board,
who are appointed for a one-year term, sit in
panels of three and preside over the hearing
of disciplinary, disability, and reinstatement
cases.
Blandin, who has been practicing law for
nearly 25 years, received his law degree from
DePaul University College of Law in 1986 and
his undergraduate degree from DePaul in 1983.
He resides in Park Ridge.
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, is a law firm
concentrating in catastrophic personal injury.
The firm provides clients with experienced,
skilled and caring representation in catastrophic
personal injury, wrongful death and workers’
compensation claims. The firm has recovered
more than $150 million for its clients, with at
least 40 cases exceeding $1 million, including a $23 million medical malpractice verdict
and a $21 million verdict against the city of
Chicago.
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, is located at
33 N. LaSalle St., Suite 2000, Chicago, IL
60602, contact www.rblaw.net or call (312)
458-1000.

Three RB Attorneys
Named Rising Stars
Romanucci & Blandin attorneys Michael E. Holden and Frank A. Sommario, and managing attorney Gina
Arquilla DeBoni, have each been
named a 2011 SuperLawyers® Illinois
Rising Star.
SuperLawyers® selects attorneys using
a rigorous, multiphase rating process.
Peer nominations and evaluations are
combined with third party research.
Each candidate is evaluated on 12
indicators of peer recognition and
professional achievement. Selections
are made on an annual, state-by-state
basis.
Established by Antonio M. Romanucci
and Stephan D. Blandin, Romanucci
& Blandin provides skilled and caring
representation, and fierce advocacy for
clients who have suffered catastrophic
personal injury, wrongful death and
workplace-related injuries. The firm has
recovered more than $200 million for its
clients, including a record $23 million
medical malpractice verdict against a
hospital and a record $17 million verdict
against the city of Chicago. More than
40 of those verdicts and settlements
were $1 million or higher.

From left: Antonio M. Romanucci, House
Minority leader Nancy Pelosi, and godfather
Dom DeFrisco.

Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, is located at
33 N. LaSalle St., Suite 2000, Chicago, IL
60602, contact www.rblaw.net or call (312)
458-1000.

From left: Stephan Blandin, Justice Moses Harrison, and Antonio
Romanucci.

Page 14

Bruno
Tassone:
Highly respected and well liked

Everybody Wants to See
Joe Gagliardo

By: Antonio Romanucci

By: Leonard F. Amari

The first time I had the honor of meeting
Bruno Tassone was in 1983 when I was an
assistant public defender assigned to his
courtroom. I was a second year law student
and acting as an intern under our Supreme
Court Rules. His Honor had the “honor”
of overlooking the gambling, shoplifting,
pornography, male prostitution and array of
other misdemeanor matters that were occurring
with regularity in the downtown district of
Chicago. As first impressions are concerned,
his professionalism was an immediate and From left: Joseph Bisceglia, Bruno Tassone,
positive influence on me. During his tenure as a Justice Bob Thomas and Dick Caldarazzo
judge there was never a time he did not obtain
the “highly qualified” rating of the Chicago
Bar Association and Illinois Bar Association. four judges. Bruno himself was appointed
He was presented the “Distinguished Jurist to the bench in January 1983.
Award” by the Chicago Bar Association.
Always proud of his heritage, he served
Bruno was responsible for implementing an as the president of the Justinian Society of
alternative sentencing program for “first time Lawyers and the National Italian-American
offenders” in 1984. It was the first program Bar Association. He was also elected to the
of its kind in misdemeanor court rooms in Board of Governors of the Illinois Bar AsIllinois and it runs at no cost to the taxpayers sociation by its 36,000 members. He has
because a portion of the funds from the bond served as chairman of the alternative dispute
of the defendant is recovered and used for section of the ISBA.
the program. To this very day, the program is
Presently he is counsel to the law firm of
available to indigent offender after more than Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, a firm which
25 years.
concentrates in catastrophic personal injuAs time went on there was so much more to ries. Bruno and partner, Tony Romanucci,
learn about Bruno. He was the son of hardwork- recently co-counseled on a medical malpracing, first generation Italian-American parents. tice claim which resulted in a $23 million
He was a twin and often talked highly of his verdict.
brother Tom (who passed away at age 36) and
Bruno is highly regarded in the legal comhis sister Lucille. His children are Valentina munity as an outstanding arbitrator/mediator.
and Joseph. His dad often told Bruno to use He has been honored every year since 2005
his two neighbors as role models for his life’s as one of the top ten arbitrators/mediators by
journey. They were both judges – Judge Covelli Chicago Magazine Super lawyers in the state
and Judge Macovich. “Emulate these men,” of Illinois. He is on the American Arbitrahis father would say, “and your life will be tion Associations Commercial, construction
rewarding.” As you know, because of our and employment panels as an arbitrator and
rich heritage, few people are as revered in mediator.
our culture as judges. The very birth of justice
Of all his accomplishments and awards,
being Italy itself, once judgeship achieved, Bruno is most proud of his grandchildren,
always respected.
Victoria, who serves in the United States
After graduating from DeLaSalle, a Chris- Coast Guard; Lauren, who is married to a
tian Brothers’High School, he attended DePaul Marine; Nicholas, a champion snowboarder
University where he majored in accounting. He at the tender age of 12; and Mia, the apple
began his career as an agent with the Internal of his eyes.
Revenue Service and later moved on to the
Bruno has been happily married to Cheri
tax department with the accounting firm of for over 20 years. Many consider Cheri truly
Coopers & Lybrand.
the better half of Bruno and he will readily
Inspired at a young age by his neighbors, acknowledge that. He gets invited to all of
he attended Chicago-Kent College of Law. It Chicago’s main events because of Cheri’s
was no easy task as he worked full-time and elan. Besides being beautiful, Cheri is a
raised his children. He attended law school gourmet cook, bar none.
in the evening so he could do both. In 1972
he joined the law firm of Hennessy, Faraci &
Tassone. Since then, his law firm has produced

Over the last 25 years, or so, we have read
in the pages of Chicagoland ethnic and legal
publications about Joseph M. Gagliardo, past
president of the Joint Civic Committee of Italian
Americans. We learned about Joe when he was
president of the Justinian Society of Lawyers,
who distinguished himself in that position.
We appreciate him for being a founder and
charter board member of the political voice of
our community, our Italian American Political
Coalition.
The January 2011 edition of Super Lawyers,
a highly respected legal publication, listed Joe
as one of the “Top Attorneys in Illinois” and
because the article was so flattering and well
written, about one of the true leaders and most
highly esteemed and truly beloved members of
our ethnic community, a few quotes from the
article are in order:

Joseph Gagliardo and wife Jennifer.
“You won’t find much about Joe Gagliardo
or his cases online. My whole approach is to
be discreet,’ says the Chicago labor and employment litigator. He has had more than his
share of high-profile clients, including Illinois
governors, Chicago mayors, Oprah Winfrey’s
Harpo Studios and Donald Trump. ‘If we’re
in the press, we’re not doing our job right. I
think it’s an attraction for clients that I’m more
interested in their concerns than mine.’”
It helps, too, that the managing partner of
one of the most respected labor firms, Laner,
Muchin, Dombrow, Becker, Levin and Tominberg is committed to responding to every client
request within two hours. He’s made it a mantra
of the firm.
Trump, hardly known for his patience, but
well known for his capacity to fire people, continues to consult with Gagliardo, who represents
both government and private-sector employers.
Facing a work stoppage in the early stages of
construction at the Trump International Hotel
& Tower Chicago because of a labor dispute,
Continued on page 16
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Gagliardo, continued from page 15
Trump was referred to Gagliardo. “Joe fits our
mode of operation,” says Andy Weiss, executive
vice president of design and construction with
the Trump Organization. ‘We both say, ‘Let’s
get to the point quickly and figure out a way to
make it happen.’ That keeps legal bills reasonable, too,’ Weiss adds with a laugh, “which Mr.
Trump appreciates.’
Gagliardo has also represented four governors.
In 2009, Gov. Pat Quinn’s office sent over a
case involving 1,200 employees that required
Gagliardo to coordinate the actions of 15 of the
firm’s lawyers. ‘We send a lot of ‘hot-potato’
cases to Joe,” said Greg Newton, Quinn’s former acting deputy general counsel for labor
relations, at the time. “Grievances, lawsuits,
the time-consuming, difficult cases—and we
don’t want them tried in the press. Whenever
we contact him, very shortly we are talking to
someone [at the firm] who knows the issue and
is on the way to a solution.’
‘Joe is persuasive because he’s reasonable,” says
retired U.S. District Judge Wayne Andersen.
“He won’t wave his arms and yell that he’s right
from A to Z. He doesn’t take hard positions but
tries to bring out differences quietly. When Joe
raises his voice, you notice, because it happens
so rarely.’”
Joe began his professional career as an attorney with the city of Chicago Corporation
Counsel.
Of course, anyone who first meets Joe immediately takes to him, because of his natural warmth
and charismas and his dynamic personality.
A Chicago native who grew up near Wrigley
Field, Gagliardo now lives in the Northwest
suburbs with his wife Jennifer and three terrific
boys, Joseph Jr., Michael and John. His father
and mother ran a small neighborhood Italian
grocery store on Southport Avenue in Chicago’s
Wrigleyville neighborhood.
Gagliardo received a bachelor’s degree from
DePaul University in 1974, then moved on to
The John Marshall Law School, graduating
in the top five percent of the class of 1977. A
few years ago, the school honored him with its
prestigious Distinguished Service Award. He
has, for years, and continuing, served on its
prestigious Board of Trustees.
Joe Gagliardo is not only one of the most respected labor lawyers in Illinois but a contributor
and leader of our Italian-American community
as his presidencies of the JCCIA and Justinian
Society would indicate along with his being a
founding member and career director of the
Italian-American Political Coalition.
His career agenda has always been to be a
respected and successful lawyer. He certainly
is that, as the Super Lawyers publication would
indicate. Joseph M. Gagliardo has always strived
with others to improve the condition of ItalianAmericans in the Chicagoland community. At
that he is tireless. I take great pride in counting
him my revered and respected colleague and
dear friend.
Another example of the best our community
has to offer.
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Coladipietro to retire from Legislature
Rep. Franco Coladipietro, a partner with
Amari & Locallo, has decided not to run for
reelection, even though it looked as if he’d
get a free pass in the primary.
Coladipietro was first elected in 2006,
defeating Republican Rep. Roger Jenisch
in the Republican primary. Friends say he
decided that the legislative life just wasn’t
compatible with raising his family.
Coladipietro, 42, is the son of Italian immigrants. His father was a plasterer and his
mother was a seamstress before they settled
in Joliet.
From a young age, he said, he knew he
wanted to be a lawyer. Coladipietro even
remembers putting "lawyer" on the top of
his "what I want to be when I grow up" list
in grade school.
"My parents came here with nothing and
gave me all the opportunities I've had," he
said. "I'm a partner at a very well- respected
law firm and have a great family. I've always
had the feeling that being a lawmaker was
a way to give back my time and talent for
everything that I have had the opportunity
to achieve."
With the goal of practicing business law,
Coladipietro went to Northern Illinois University, graduating in 1990 with a degree in
finance. He earned his law degree in 1993
from The John Marshall Law School.
During law school, Coladipietro worked
at the Illinois Office of the Special Deputy
Receiver, a quasi-governmental agency that
handles liquidations of insurance companies.
He spent a few months in private practice
after graduation before he took a job with Prudential Securities in New York. He handled
claims for reimbursement that stemmed from
a multimillion-dollar settlement over limited
partnerships.
"It was a great experience, but I knew it
wasn't really the career path I wanted," Coladipietro said.
He interviewed with a couple of firms in
New York and Chicago and in 1995, took a
job with Amari & Locallo, a Chicago law
firm that specializes in real estate tax assessments.
Coladipietro knew some of the firm's partners from the Justinian Society of Lawyers, a
bar association made up of the state's ItalianAmerican lawyers. He is a past president of
the group.

Franco Coladipietro and wife, Amy.

Sam Tornatore and Franco Coladipietro

Through his involvement in this group
and working with Amari, Coladipietro said
his lifelong interest in politics grew into an
uncontrollable itch. In 2006, he decided to run
for a seat in the Illinois House of Representatives.
Despite being a newcomer to state politics,
Coladipietro successfully unseated Republican incumbent Roger Jenisch in the primary. He went on to win the House seat that
represents the 45th District, which includes
Bloomingdale.
After three terms serving in Springfield,
Franco looks forward to spending more time
with wife Amy and children Alyssa and Joey.
He is also looking forward to growing the outof-county tax reduction practice for the firm
and supervising full time in the Bloomingdale
office!

Justinians renew father-son
Canadian fishing trip
After approximately ten years of annually taking
a group of Justinian fathers and sons (grandfathers, nephews, sons-in-law, brothers-in-law and
the like), the Society has resurrected its annual
Canadian fly-in fishing trip after a few years
hiatus. The clamor to resume the trip by previous participants could not have been louder, as
well as Justinians whose sons have reached the
minimum age of 13.
For the first time, the group will be traveling to
a new location, the Tetu Island Lodge in Kenora,
Ontario, Canada. Click on to its website to view
the Ritz Carlton-like accommodations (www.
tetuislandlodge.com).
Unfortunately, demand for participation far
exceeded the available accommodations at
the lodge. Well over 60 fathers and sons have
asked to participate with a maximum lodge accommodation of between 34 and 40 fisherman.
Shore lunches are to dream about, the food
at the lodge is delicious, plentiful, and with
great variety. The accommodations are as fine
as any of our trips have been, remote, the far
northern woods, and a great trip is expected to
be had by all. The lodge provides everything
from fishing gear to the best guides available.
The only thing the fisherman needs to bring is
his passport and checkbook.
The trip is scheduled for June 26th to June
29th, 2012. Accompanying this article are
a number of photographs from various fishing trips of our society over the years. Even
though all of the slots for the 2012 event
are taken, there may be last minute cancellations so that if anyone has an interest in
participating, please contact the newsletter
editor to be waitlisted.
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Elder Law Update:

The new Illinois Power of Attorney Act:
How It Affects Your “Senior” Estate Planning, Elder Law Matters and
Long-Term Care Planning

By: Anthony Ferraro
Illinois has adopted changes to the
Power of Attorney
Act which raise the
following questions:
• How does it fit
into you senior
estate planning and
elder law needs?
• How does it fit
into your asset protection plan for long-term care?
Introduction.
In 2011, the Illinois legislature created
major changes to the Power of Attorney Act.
The changes took effect July 1, 2011.
There are two types of powers of attorney,
healthcare and property. Powers of attorney
for healthcare and powers of attorney for
property are written instructions that enable
you to transfer decision-making authority
from you (the principal) to a family member or friend (the agent) under particular
circumstances.
Healthcare powers cover medical decisions
both during life and at end of life, as well as
decisions about housing arrangements, food,
etc.
Property powers are about money, payment
of bills, real estate, asset protection, investments and tax matters.
We have been able to utilize these documents since 1987 and they are very important because they are an alternative to adult
guardianship proceedings. Powers of attorney
can survive periods of disability and that is
why they are sometimes referred to as durable
powers.
Where do powers of attorney fit in your
“Senior” Estate Plan?
Powers of attorney for both health and property are probably the single most important
estate plan documents you can have. Without
a powers of attorney, there is no one who
can act for you in health or property related
matters without obtaining a guardianship
which requires a hearing in the probate court.
Guardianship is expensive, time-consuming
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and can often be avoided.
Our recommendation is that the Health Power be the base document for your healthcare
decisions while the Property Power should
allow for the creation of further senior estate
plan documents and long-term care planning
strategies.
How do powers of attorney help with asset
protection planning for long-term care?
Without powers of attorney for property,
it is sometimes very difficult to accomplish
ethical and legal repositioning and transfers of
assets that enable clients to qualify for available governmental benefits such as Medicaid,
VA benefits and other related benefits. While
powers of attorney have many components,
the gifting power in a power of attorney for
property is probably the single most power
powerful tool that can be added to it. However,
as powerful as this tool is, it can be a source
for abuse if not adequately described, administered and monitored. But, make no mistake
about it, without the ability to transfer assets
it is impossible in some cases to accomplish
many asset protection measures for long-term
care in our senior years.
Elder law attorneys differ from estate
planning attorneys in the types of powers of
attorney that they draft. While both attorneys
use powers of attorney for property and
healthcare, it is the Elder Law attorneys who
insert additional special provisions that will
allow repositioning of assets, qualification for
governmental benefits, and outright gifting to
accomplish Medicaid and VA qualification.
If long-term care is a concern for you as you
move from your maturing years to your senior
years, then you and your loved ones should
seek out an elder law attorney to prepare a
power of attorney that not only meets the
requirements of the 2011 act but also goes
beyond the requirements and creates flexibility and power that will allow you to qualify
for government benefits and to be eligible for
long-term care for the rest of your life.
The full article may be viewed on our
website www.ABFerraroLaw.com.
[Editor’s Note: Anthony B. Ferraro of The
Law Offices of Anthony B. Ferraro, LLC. is an
Attorney and a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA) who practices in Rosemont, IL He may
be contacted at 847-292-1220.]

The Lawyer’s Right
to Contribution
By: Judge Celia Gamrath
[Editor’s Note: This
article originally
appeared in the Chicago Lawyer and is
being reprinted here
with permission.]
The collection
of attorney fees in
matrimonial cases
has changed dramatically in the last
decade. The law
provides not only a remedy for an attorney to
seek fees against his own client, but against the
client’s spouse with whom the attorney has no
contractual relationship. Recently, in Rocca,
the Second District Appellate Court expanded
these rights, permitting an attorney in a parentage case to seek fees from the opposing party,
notwithstanding her own client’s waiver of the
right to seek contribution toward her fees from
the other party. This decision seems incongruous
with the prior notion that contribution claims
“belong” to the parties, not the attorneys.
In June 1997, the Illinois legislature made
sweeping changes to the attorney fee provisions of the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of
Marriage Act. This was done to make litigation
funds more equally available to both parties,
and also to eliminate the three-way contribution
hearings that routinely took place under old law.
In those hearings, the attorney representing the
financially disadvantaged spouse was forced
to advocate her client’s position to obtain fees
against the opponent and simultaneously defend
herself against challenges by her own client to
the reasonableness and necessity of her fees.
Sometimes, even where the client did not object
to the total fees charged by her attorney, the
court would unilaterally reduce the amount the
client herself had to pay. This created a conflict
of interest and at times caused the attorney to
breach the attorney-client privilege. The result
was intolerable and prompted the legislature in
1997 to divide fee hearings into two parts.
The first part is the contribution hearing between
the divorcing parties, which comes after the close
of proofs in the underlying case but before entry
of judgment. 750 ILCS 5/503(j). The second
part is a final fee hearing between a client and
her own counsel, which takes place after entry
of judgment. 750 ILCS 5/508(c).
It has long been believed that “a petition for
contribution is the petitioning party’s petition,
never the petition of such party’s counsel,” and
that the litigants are the parties. A General Explanation of the “Leveling of the Playing Field”
in Divorce Litigation Amendment, 11 Sept.
CBA Record 32, 35 (Sept. 1997). In contrast, in
a final fee action, the litigants are the attorney
Continued on page 19
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and her former client. The lawsuit for final fees
may be brought as an adjunct to the divorce
action after entry of judgment under Section
508(c) of the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution
of Marriage Act, or in a separate action at law.
“No final hearing can proceed until contribution
has been determined, either by contest, agreement, or waiver. The objective, of course, is to
put the needs of the client ahead of the interests
of the attorney.” “Leveling the Playing Field”
in Divorce: Questions and Answers About the
New Law, 85 Ill. B.J. 410, 415 (Sept. 1997).
Despite these pronouncements, it seems attorneys have an elevated stature and right to
seek fees in connection with divorce/parentagerelated litigation, and can even seek fees against
the other litigant when the attorney’s own
client has waived her right. In In re Parentage
of Rocca, 2011 Ill.App.LEXIS 232 (2d Dist.
2011), the Second District Appellate Court held
that attorney fees “belong” to the lawyers, not
the litigants; as such, an attorney representing the financially disadvantaged party may
seek contribution independently and pursue
fees against the other party even though both
parties waived their respective contribution
claims against each other in a final settlement
agreement. Of significance in Rocca was the
fact the attorney had petitioned for interim fees
and asked for contribution prior to withdrawing
as counsel, which put the parties on notice of
the attorney’s interest in fees. Moreover, the
settlement agreement was reached without the
attorney’s knowledge or consent. In addition,
the Court was concerned that denying the attorney the right to seek fees might discourage
other attorneys from taking cases where there
is a disparity in incomes, which would undermine the policy of ensuring parity in litigation
in domestic relations cases.
While precedent exists for Rocca’s finding
that fees “belong” to the attorney, the precedent
largely predates the 1997 amendments to the
fee legislation. Up until this point, cases decided after the 1997 statutory amendments have
acknowledged that the litigants are the parties
in a contribution hearing, and that “[u]nlike a
Section 508(c) hearing, the 503(j) contribution
hearing is for the petitioner’s benefit, not her
lawyers.” In re Marriage of Hasabnis, 322 Ill.
App.3d 582, 597 (1st Dist. 2001).
Rocca, Hasabnis and the articles referenced
above, can all be reconciled by the principle that
a client cannot conspire against her attorney to
deprive the attorney of collecting a fair fee; and
when there is indicia that a party is attempting
to rob an attorney of a fee by entering into a
settlement agreement waiving contribution,
the law will not allow this to happen without
giving the attorney an opportunity to seek fees
from all available resources, even when those
resources lie in the hands of the other litigant.
On the other hand, if waived in good faith and
with knowledge by the attorney that contribution
is being waived, the attorney’s only recourse is
to seek final fees against her client after entry
of judgment under Section 508(c) of the Illinois
Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act, or
in a separate action at law.

IP Corner
By: Angelina Filippo
This segment of
IP Corner addresses the question,
“What do I do in
the meantime?”
Patents, trademarks and copyrights require some
form of filing in
order to establish
rights. Questions that may arise are “What
should one do while the applications are
pending in the respective offices?” “Do I have
any rights in the meantime?” “Can the copyrighted work, trademark or patented invention
or process be used or sold?” Following are
answers to those questions for the three different forms of intellectual property.
Copyrights are the most basic. There is no
wait time for rights to be officially established.
Copyright rights attach upon creation of the
‘work of art’ (remember this applies to written, artistic, photographic, music and other
fixed forms of art). Once a work is created
and fixed ‘in a tangible medium of expression’
(eg. book, script, CD, DVD) the rights attach.
One may distribute, copy, offer for sale and
create derivative works knowing the work is
a protected composition. The only potential
wait time that exists is if there is a desire to
affirm rights in court. Prior to filing a claim,
one must have established rights with the
Copyright Office by filing an application.
The wait time for these applications is three
months for electronic filing and ten months
for paper. In the meantime, the legal work and
preparation may begin, but the court will look
for the document from the Copyright Office
in order to further the matter.
Trademark rights are only granted after review
and approval by the United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO). The application
process is online and expedient; however the
wait time from application to grant is lengthy.
Once an application is filed it could take
from six to nine months to receive a response
from the USPTO. If the trademark clears the
examiner, it must be published in the Official
Gazette for opposition for a minimum of thirty
days or extended up to three months. If no

one opposes the application, the trademark
will be officially granted. If a trademark is
applied for under an intent- to-use application,
before granting the applicant has six months
to provide evidence that the mark is being
used in commerce (eg. showing its use on the
product in the store, labels, etc.). While the
application is pending, the applicant may use
the mark with the TM indicia. The applicant
can use the ® symbol only after the USPTO
grants the trademark.
Patent rights are also granted after review
and approval by the USPTO. The application
process may be completed online; however,
the expediency stops there. Patent applications
have an average pendency at the USPTO of
4 years. Patent rights are granted once the
application has processed and cleared the
office. While the application is pending at the
USPTO, the inventor may use the invention
and/or begin to offer it for sale or license. A
few notes of caution regarding patents. First
and foremost, if the invention is discussed
with anyone different from the inventors, it
is highly recommended that non-disclosure/
confidentiality agreements are in place for
protection and to avoid an accidental public
disclosure. If an invention is publicly disclosed
prior to application, the inventor has only
twelve months from the public disclosure
to file the application. Public disclosure can
be a presentation at a trade show in front of
hundreds or an offer for sale in a conference
room to a few people. Research and development are not considered public disclosure,
however, if questioned it must be shown that,
in fact invention refinement was occurring.
For patents, the best option for ‘meantime’
activity is to continue to keep the invention
secret and, if necessary, continue R & D.
IP Corner provides insight to the world of
intellectual property law. Angelina M. Filippo has a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering
and an LL.M. in Intellectual Property Law.
Her practice concentrates on intellectual
property law and small business/entrepreneurial matters. Contact her at 4filippo@
gmail.com or 312.307.3910 with comments
or questions. She can also be found on www.
linkedin.com.
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Insurance Industry Report

By: Roy Puccini

In my first article
I said it is important to review your
property and casualty insurance to
see if changes can
be made without
changing companies, but to improve
what you currently
have. Just getting
a few quotes is not
the answer. Working
with a company to
improve might be better. That is why someone not selling insurance should review their
coverage.
I will now write about coverage many agents
overlook and need to be addressed:
Employment Practice Liability
Employment Practices Liability coverage
is critical in protecting your insureds from the
potentially catastrophic costs of employment
litigation. Most people would never consider
dropping fire insurance, but today the chances
of being sued by an employee are even greater
than the chances of having a fire.
Even an organization with good Human Resources policies and procedures in place can
be sued. A company with solid employment
practices is in an excellent position to defend
itself in the event of employment litigation, but
the cost of mounting a defense can be enormous.
It is not uncommon for legal fees associated
with winning an employment lawsuit to exceed
$250,000. When you’ve spent that much on legal
fees, it’s hard to feel like you’ve won. Moreover,
in 2008 a plaintiff bringing an employment case
had a 75 percent chance of winning with an average damage award of $388,128. With lawsuits
involving that much money, you can see why
EPL insurance is so important.
Fiduciary Liability
Individuals who administer employee benefit
plans are subject to personal liability under
ERISA, the federal law that governs employee
benefit plans. Even with a participant-directed
401(k) or 403(b) plan fiduciaries can be held
liable for a variety of reasons, including the
selection of plan investment options, monitoring
those investments, and educating employees of
those options. Further, plan fiduciaries cannot
transfer their responsibilities to another party,
such as an insurance company, professional investment firm, or third party administrator (TPA).
Steps can be taken to reduce personal liability,
such as hiring a competent team of experts, but
ultimately the fiduciary remains responsible for
the management and administration of the benefit
plans.
Crime
Employee dishonesty is costly and pervasive,
with small businesses being the most vulnerable
to occupational fraud and abuse.

Page 20

While your internal controls are extremely
important, they are not foolproof in preventing
employee dishonesty. The most common method
for detecting occupational fraud in privately held
companies is simply by accident. The second
most common method is through tips from
employees, customers, vendors, and anonymous
sources. Maintenance of strong, enforceable
internal controls should be a priority for any
entity. Internal controls, no matter how well
conceived, frequently fall short of stopping a
trusted employee from engaging in a fraudulent
activity. Fidelity and crime coverage provides
an important backstop against the actions of a
thieving employee.
Directors and Officers
The personal assets of directors and officers
are at risk with every decision they make, every
day. Regardless of the number of shareholders of a privately held company, the personal
assets of directors and officers are exposed to
litigation from creditors, vendors, customers,
competitors, regulators and employees as well
as shareholders. While a private company may
not have the same exposure as a publicly traded
company, it is exposed to securities litigation,
allegations of misrepresentation by creditors
or customers, conflicts of interest and/or other
breaches of fiduciary duty.
If directors or officers are sued for wrongdoing, chances are the company will be named
in the action as well. At one time small private
companies could not get this coverage. Today
it is offered by many.
Professional Liability
(Errors and Omissions)
Miscellaneous Professional Liability (MPL)
insurance is essential to cover the errors and
omissions exposures of a variety of professionals. In today’s increasingly litigious
environment, professionals are often subject
to allegations brought by unhappy clients or
other parties who feel they’ve been harmed by
the professionals’ actions – or inactions. Even
when such claims are frivolous, the cost to
defend these claims can devastate uninsured
professionals. Additionally, many potential
clients require that a professional services firm
carry errors and omissions insurance before they
will agree to hire the firm. It could also include
construction or manufacturing companies as
well. This coverage has increased in today’s
insurance world. Every company should look
at this exposure.
Other coverages to consider:
A) Identity Fraud Expense
B) Kidnap and Ransom
C) Media Liability
If any of your clients need help, please have
them e-mail me to discuss.
[Editor’s note: Roy S. Puccini can be reached
by phone (630-461-0671) or e-mail (roypuccini35@gmail.com).]

The Citation to
Discover Assets:

How Creditors Learn More Than You Want
Them to Know
By: Richard Fonfrias, J.D.
Chicago’s Financial Rescue & Bankruptcy
Lawyer - Fonfrias Law Group, LLC
A Citation to Discover Assets is a
special legal tool
creditors use to
force consumers to
pay the amount of
a judgment against
them. [Note: To use
this tool, the creditor must first get a
judgment again you.
What’s more, you
can stop the creditor
from using this tool by filing for bankruptcy.]
After a creditor gets a judgment again you, the
creditor asks the court to schedule a proceeding,
called a “Citation To Discover Assets,” which
you attend. At this hearing, the creditor asks you
questions about your income and assets. This is
how the creditor identifies your employer, salary
and wages. In addition, the creditor learns the
location of your bank accounts and whether you
have other income or property.
Then the creditor could begin the process
to garnish your wages or bank account. Or, he
could ask the judge for a turn-over order, which
requires you to give the creditor some of your
non-exempt income or property. Or, the court
may order that you turn over to the Sheriff nonexempt assets -- other than cash or real estate
-- for public sale. Your creditor receives the sale
proceeds to pay off the judgment against you.
4 Key Points to Remember About the “Citation To Discover Assets”
1. The court requires you to appear. If you don’t
show up and answer questions, you could be
arrested, fined, and sentenced to jail. If you go
to jail, the court may require a large bond before
authorizing your release. This money could be
given to your creditor to apply to your debt, even
if the bond money came from exempt assets.
2. You must tell the truth. You are under oath
when responding to questions at this hearing. If
you lie, you could be charged with perjury.
3. Your exempt assets are safe from seizure. The
court’s turn-over order applies only to assets or
income that are not legally protected. You should
Continued on page 21
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tell the judge which property is exempt so he or
she doesn’t include it in the turn-over order. If
you want certain property declared exempt, you
must ask the judge to make it exempt. Then the
court will determine the property’s status.
4. Don’t agree to a court-ordered payment plan
unless you’re sure you can make all the payments. The creditor or his lawyer may try to get
you to sign a court-ordered payment plan. This
is different from a payment plan that you make
only with the creditor. If the plan is court-ordered,
you could be held in contempt of court and put
in jail if you miss a payment. So don’t agree to
a court-ordered payment plan unless you know
you can make all the payments on time.
Property Held by Third Parties
Third parties who possess some of your assets may also receive Citations to Discover
Assets. They include, for instance, a bank that
has money in your accounts or an insurance
company that has not yet paid your claim. If
a third party is served with a Citation, he must
also appear in court.
If a third party receives a Citation from your
creditor, you must receive a notice (1) telling
you when to appear in court for the hearing,
and (2) explaining your exemption rights and
how to claim those rights at the hearing. The
judge cannot direct a third party to turn over
your property to a creditor unless the creditor
proves in court that you were properly served
with the Citation and received notice of your
exemption rights.
After receiving a Citation, the third party must
freeze all of your assets that are not legally
exempt. The third party cannot release money
to a creditor until it is served with a court order
or turn-over order.
Whenever a third party puts a freeze on exempt
assets -- or whenever you think exempt assets
might get turned over to a creditor at a hearing -- you should go to court and declare your
exemption rights.
Garnishing Your Wages
If you fail to pay the judgment, creditors can
profit from another legal tool, the wage deduction
proceeding, also called a wage garnishment. This
is where the creditor tries to get your employer
to deduct money from your paycheck and send
it directly to the creditor.
[Editor’s note: To read the rest of the article,
please visit: http://www.chicagomoneylawyer.
com/articles/creditors-citation-discover-assets.
html]

Tort
Notes:
Changes to Illinois workers compensation act
By: James J. Morici, Jr.
On May 27, 2011,
the Illinois legislature approved an
overhaul of the Illinois Workers Compensation Act in
an effort to placate
Republicans and the
business community as the Chamber
of Commerce took
advantage of the
current economic
difficulties facing Illinois and the nation at
the expense of working men and women. The
purpose of this article then is to highlight the
various changes to the Act which will affect
workers’ rights in Illinois and many of the clients
we represent.
A bit of historical perspective is in order. In
1908, the Illinois legislature passed the Illinois
Workers Compensation Act ostensibly for the
protection of workers who were victimized by
unsafe work places. While many have long bemoaned the Workers Compensation Act, despite
the fact that under its “exclusivity provision,”
employers are immune from being sued by
their employees who are injured by dangerous
workplaces. Employers across the state, and the
Chamber of Commerce that represents them,
have happily enjoyed the benefits of not facing
common law liability, despite workers being
injured by outdated equipment, circumvented
safety devices, and other environmental hazards
associated with many work places.
Rising medical costs have necessarily resulted
in workers compensation insurance premiums
showing an increase, with those employers having the worst history of jobsite injuries paying
more. Sounds fair. The worker is taken care of,
the employer absolved from liability, and the
burden of insurance premiums most heavily
placed on those who pay the least attention to
safety.
The changes provided by the recent statute
reduce the medical fee schedule set by the Illinois Industrial Commission by 30% beginning
September 1st. This will, of course, chill the
access that injured employees have to the best
doctors, many of whom will shy away from accepting the substantially reduced rates. Another
provision permits employers to set up their own
medical provider networks for the treatment
of workplace injuries although employees are
still able to choose a physician outside of the
network to seek treatment. It appears that the
employees right to further referrals by his choice
of physician has been preserved as has her right
to a second choice. It remains to be seen whether
or not injured workers will be cognoscente of

the fact that they still have a right to choose as
opposed to having their medical treatment be
dictated by their employer.
The Industrial Commission has long looked at
the facts of each individual injury to determine
the degree of disability. Under the new statute
in addition to the traditional factors, the draconian American Medical Association Guidelines,
traditionally setting very low levels for disability, will be allowed to be considered. This
will undoubtedly lead to lower compensation,
already quite modest, for the permanent partial
disability experienced by the worker.
The statutory changes also cap wage differential
payments ending them at age 67 or five years after
the award is received, whichever is later. The
legislature in this provision disregarded the fact
that some individuals work longer than others
through this limitation to what was previously
a lifetime benefit. Artificial caps on awards are
instituted for carpal tunnel syndrome due to
repetitive or accumulated trauma regardless of
what the arbitrator, or the Industrial Commission, concludes is the workers level of disability.
These caps will, of course, unfairly affect certain
classes of workers.
Other administrative changes were made which
in this author’s opinion, were unnecessary since
already provided by case law or by the customs
and practices already employed by arbitrators
and the Commission. In the substantial practice
that our firm makes in representing injured workers before the Industrial Commission, we will
carefully monitor the effects of these changes
on our clients and trust that the petitioners bar
as a whole will do the same.
[Editor’s Note: James J. Morici, Jr. is a partner
in the firm of MORICI, FIGLIOLI & ASSOCIATES, and represents Plaintiffs in personal
injury, workers’compensation, and construction
site related injury suits. Read all prior issues of
“Tort Notes” at www.MoriciFiglioli.com.
Anyone having questions about the effects of any
of these specific changes on particular clients
is encouraged to contact Morici, Figlioli & Associates workers compensation partners David
Figlioli and Robert H. Butzow.]
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Financial News and Planning:
Are your financial resolutions on track?
By: James Moster, JD
We all start the year with the best of intentions. We’re going to exercise more, eat
healthier and get our finances in order. But
soon enough, old habits begin to creep back
in, and the gym and our diets become a distant
memory. Don’t let your financial resolutions
fall by the wayside, too. Mid-year is a good
time to look at where you stand compared
to the beginning of the year and renew your
commitment to those resolutions to:
Keep investments focused on goals
As soon as you’ve received all of your mid-year financial statements, sit down and read them. Are your investments performing as
you expected? If not, and you don’t want to make changes right now,
you may want to tag underperforming investments for more frequent
review. While you’re reviewing your investment performance, check
your progress toward investment goals, including retirement. If you’re
falling behind, you may want to increase your periodic investments
and/or retirement plan contributions.
Also take some time to reassess your goals. Have any of them changed
since the beginning of the year? Perhaps a long-term goal has now
become a medium- or short-term goal. If so, you may want to work
with your financial professional to revise your investment strategy for
achieving that goal.

Husband & Wife Members
As far back as 1921, our beloved Justinian Society has had
husband and wife teams as members. The late Frank Martocchio and Julia Palermo were the first husband and wife Italian
American lawyers, followed by a handful of others, including,
Donald A. Panarese (the late father of two prominent judges,
Donald and Joseph) and Genevieve Cacciatore, Emil J. Rago
and Catherine Barbino, and Joseph O. Rubinelli and Mary Jane
Ciccone.
More recently, members Michael and Justice Mary Seminara
Schostok, Joseph F. Locallo, III (son and godson of past Justinian Presidents, Joe Jr. and John, respectively) and Catherine
(Caifano) Locallo, daughter of past President Richard, and Frank
DeBoni and Gina Arquilla DeBoni.

Control household spending
Did you set a budget at the beginning of the year? Check it to see
how well it’s working. By reviewing your income and expenses over
the past six months, you’ll be able to gauge your success. You can track
expenses by going through your checkbook register or online bank
records. Note how much money you spent on each budget item and
compare the figures with the amounts you estimated. Are you using
the money you saved towards your financial goals?
Reduce debt
Review your credit card statements. How are you doing whittling down
those balances? It’s easy to forget how many items you’ve charged to
your cards. Looking at your statements can help you focus on your plan
to reduce your debt – and you may get the bonus of saving thousands
of dollars in interest over time. Those saved dollars could go a long
way toward moving you ahead financially

Jack Locallo, born May 12, 2011 at 10 weeks
old. Son of Joe III and Katie Locallo. Grandson
of Richard Caifano & Cathy Roberts and Joe &
Christina Locallo.

Be prepared for emergencies
Your midyear review should include assessing your ability to survive
emergencies. Try to accumulate at least three to six months’ worth of
living expenses in a low-risk investment vehicle to use in a financial
emergency. Also review your life, home, auto, health and disability
insurance coverage to make sure it’s still adequate, particularly if you
didn’t review your coverage earlier in the year. A financial emergency
could set back your financial progress quickly, so be prepared.
Finally, meet with your financial professional for an annual review
of your progress to help ensure that your plan remains on target.
[Editor’s Note: Jim Moster was appointed this year to the Illinois State
Bar Association Senior Counselors’ Section Counsel by President
John Locallo where he writes on similar topics for its highly respected
newsletter.]
Valentina Marie DeBoni, born December 10, 2010. Daughter of
Gina Arquilla DeBoni and Frank DeBoni. Granddaughter to Ret.
Hon. Frank DeBoni and Fran DeBoni and niece to State’s Attorney
Kevin M. DeBoni and attorney Michelle Brandonisio DeBoni.
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SACA honors Gallo
(posthumously)
By: Leonard F. Amari

The Sicilian
American Cultural Association,
created by the
historical heart
and soul of the
Justinian Society,
the late Alfred E.
Gallo, recently
held its annual
Medal of Merit
Brunch at Monastero’s Ristorante. Fittingly, SACA honored
Alfred E. Gallo posthumously for all of his
contributions not only to SACA but to the
community and for a career of improving
the Italian American condition in the Chicagoland area. Mr. Gallo created SACA so as
to vouchsafe the rich culture and history of
Sicilia through the generations.
A number of Justinians, over the years,
have also been the recipients of this prestigious Medal of Merit including: in 2001:
past President of the Illinois State Bar Association, Leonard F. Amari, the Honorable
Michelle Coccia, Ralph Gabric, Cheryl L.
Niro, Lawrence X. Pusateri; in 2002: the late
and great Anthony Scariano (posthumously),
and in 2004: then Chief Justice of the Illinois
Supreme Court, now retired, the Honorable
Moses W. Harrison.
Many Justinians are involved in the governance of SACA, historically and continuing,
including: Leonard F. Amari, President of
Justinian Society Katherine A. Amari O’Dell,
Sam Cannizzaro, Edward Manzo, the Honorable Frank Orlando, Frank Petro and Emil
Venuti.
It is fitting that Mr. Gallo is recognized
by this organization for his contributions to
our community and his vision in creating the
Sicilian American Cultural Association.

From left: Ralph Gabric, Leonard F. Amari, Cheryl
L. Niro, and Lawrence X. Pusateri.

Tufano’s - In a League of its Own
By: Anthony Casaccio
Since I was a
young man I have
had a passion for
food so strong
that I found myself shopping in
the “husky” section throughout
my adolescence.
In grade school, I was the kid whose lunch
bag smelled like Frankie’s deli … probably not the best way to get attention from
14-year-old girls. While other kids were
eating ham-and-cheese sandwiches on
Wonder bread, I had my poor mother make
me a panini on Turano bread stacked with
prosciutto, giardiniera, shaved Parmesan
cheese and arugula. Now, as the newest and
youngest restaurant reviewer for Fra Noi, I
am convinced that this once husky child has
found his calling.
As luck would have it, my first assignment led
me to the Vernon Park Tap, a.k.a. Tufano’s.
Initially I struggled over how to write a review about a place as legendary as the 1985
Bears. In Chicago, there are as many Italian
restaurants as there are Tonys at my family
parties. But, Joey DiBuono has continued on
his family tradition as third-generation owner
and operator, carrying on a true legacy that
puts Tufano’s in a league of its own.
Upon entering Tufano’s, you instantly feel
at home as Mr. DiBuono warmly welcomes
you. It becomes immediately apparent that
Tufano’s is not a lavish restaurant with
white tablecloths and folded linen napkins,
but rather a refreshingly homespun dining
experience where the walls are covered with
historical family portraits and autographed
celebrity photos. Instead of track lighting
hidden by crown moldings, a single strand
of white Christmas lights runs where the
wall and the ceiling meet.

For our appetizer, we ordered a tomato and
onion salad (with added mozzarella recommended by career waitress Bobbie) and the
Tufano’s salad. The latter is perennially
popular for a reason, as it comes piled with
roasted red peppers, Italian meats, cheeses,
and artichokes all topped with their delicious
house dressing.
Next came a bowl of calamari with the instruction, “Joey wants you to try this.” One
cannot dine at Tufano’s without ordering at
least a basket of this perfectly battered and
lightly fried calamari.
The main course consisted of linguini with
a seafood-based red sauce and the house’s
famously moist lemon chicken, perfectly
seasoned with lemon, oregano and garlic. Both
were outstanding. This pasta dish wasn’t on
the board, but was recommended by Bobbie,
who at this point could have fed us anything
because each and every recommendation
was spot on.
To enhance the experience, the chef provided
me with an extra bowl of sauce for dipping the
bread in. In any other restaurant, this might
have been considered rude, but at Tufano’s,
this is routine, possibly even expected.
At Tufano’s, you become family the minute
you walk in the door. After a meal, people
leave the restaurant believing the words
“Tufano’s” and “family” are one in the same.
Throughout the meal, customers would come
and go, but not without saying goodbye to Mr.
DiBuono or their servers, whom they clearly
knew for years.
A meal at Tufano’s is a true family experience
and will continue to be as a fourth generation
of DiBuono twin girls may soon be stepping
in. One meal at Tufano’s will undoubtedly
leave you wanting more. Whether Tufano’s
is run by Mr. DiBuono or his twin daughters,
I am certain Chicago diners will be taking
family members here to dine for generations
to come.

In keeping with the Tufano’s tradition, there
are no individual menus given and you need
to look to a blackboard on the wall to learn
of the appetizers, entrees, and specials for
the day. From start to finish, we enjoyed the
blackboard and every bite it had to offer.
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Boxing Career Closes with
Championship Belt
By: Vince Petrosino

Christopher R. Bertucci, Second Lieutenant, USMC, and son of Justinian 2nd Vice
President, Judge Robert W. Bertucci, was
awarded a Diploma with Distinction from
the United States Naval Academy on May
27, 2011, after finishing first in his class
of Marine Corps select graduates and fifth
overall. Along with academics and military
training, a significant part of Christopher’s
Naval Academy experience involved boxing.
During his four years at Annapolis, Christopher was a four-time Brigade Champion
(each time with dad and often with fellow
Justinian Vince Petrosino in attendance) and
four-time All-American at 156 lbs. (middleweight), and won the National Title in 2010.
Christopher finished third in the nation his
first two years, and second once, earning a
gold, a silver and two bronze medals, along
with the Championship Belt. He also beat the
Pennsylvania Golden Gloves State Champ
to win an Italian-American Championship
Belt his senior year.
In his final semester at the Academy,
Christopher began working on a Masters in
Securities Studies in the School of Foreign
Service at Georgetown University. He will
graduate from the one year Master’s program
in December and thereafter head to Marine
Corps Base Quantico for further officer
training before deployment.

Christopher Bertucci with Andrea Dzwinyk
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Reflections of
Growing Up Italian
Submitted By: Richard Caifano
I never realized I was an American. Of
course I was born in America and had lived
here all my life, but somehow it never
occurred to me that being a citizen of the
United States meant that I was an American.
Americans were people who ate peanut butter
and jelly on mushy white bread that came out
of plastic wraps. Me…I was Italian For me,
there was a definite distinction between Us
and Them. We were the Italians. We had a
bread man, a fruit man and a vegetable man,
we even had a man who sharpened knives
and scissors right outside our homes. They
were a part of the many peddlers who served
the Italian neighborhoods. We would wait for
their call, their yell, their distinctive sound.
We knew them all and they knew us. The
Americans… they went to the A & P for their
foods.
When it came to food it always amazed
me that my friends and classmates only ate
turkey on Thanksgiving and Christmas. Now
we Italians, we also ate turkey, but only after
we finished the antipasto, lasagna, meatballs
salad and whatever else Mama thought might
be appropriate for that holiday. The turkey
was accompanied by a roast of some kind
(this was for those who didn’t eat turkey). It
was followed by an assortment of fruits, nuts,
pastries, cakes and homemade cookies. No
holiday was complete without some baking,
none of that store bought stuff for us. This
was where you learned to eat a seven course
meal over four hours, how to handle chestnuts
and put peach wedges in the homemade red
wine. The holidays were a time for all the
relatives to gather for food, wine and music…
first cousins, second cousins and friends who
just became cousins; it didn’t matter.
I truly believe that Italians live a romance
with food. Sunday was the big day of the
week. That was the day that you would wake
up to the smell of garlic and onions gently
simmering in olive oil. Sunday we always
had pasta. Sunday would not be
Sunday without going to Mass and you had
to fast before receiving communion. But, the
good part was that we knew that when we
got home we would find meatballs frying,
and nothing tasted better than newly fried
meatballs and crisp bread dipped into a pot
of hot gravy. My American friends ate corn
meal; we did too, but ours was covered with
sauce and meatballs. We called it polenta…
now a gourmet food…Mama must have

known it all the time.
There was also another difference between us
and them. We had gardens; not just flower gardens, but huge gardens where we grew tomatoes,
tomatoes and more tomatoes. We ate them, cooked
them, jarred them. Of course, we also grew peppers, basil, lettuce and squash. Everybody made
homemade wine. And, when the kegs were opened
in the spring, we would proudly bring a gift of the
new grape to our neighbors and receive a gift of
their wine in return. Those gardens thrived and
our kegs were filled each year because we had
something that our American friends didn’t seem
to have. We
had grandparents. Of course they had grandparents, it’s just that their grandparents didn’t live
in the same building or on the same block. Their
presence wasn’t that noticeable or influential. We
ate with our grandparents and-God forbid- we
didn’t visit them at least five times a week. I can
remember my grandmother recalling how they
came to America on the boat. How they saved
enough money to buy a house, a house that served
as family headquarters for the next forty years.
I remember how they hated to leave the house
for any reason. They would rather sit in the back
yard and watch their garden grow. When they did
leave the house for an event, they had to return
as quickly as possible, after all,
“nobody is watching the house.”
Our grandparents had achieved their goal in
coming to America to make a better home for
their family. Now their children were achieving
the same goals available to them in this great
country. When my grandparents died things
began to change. Family gatherings were fewer
and something seemed to be missing. Although,
when we did get together, I had the feeling that
somehow they were there.
It is understandable that things change. Today
we visit with our extended family once or twice
a year and, we meet at wakes and weddings. The
great quantity of food we ate with no ill effect
is not good for us anymore. Too much starch,
too much cholesterol, too many calories in the
pastries. Nobody bothers to bake anymore…too
busy. The old house my grandparents bought is
now covered with aluminum siding. A green lawn
covers the rich soil that grew the tomatoes. There
was no one to cover the fig tree, so it died.
Call it culture, call it roots or call it nostalgia,
all I know is that my children, my nieces and my
nephews and their children have been cheated
out of a wonderful piece of heritage…they never
knew my grandparents

Mamma Monico’s Stuffed Artichokes
By: Michael Monico
This is my mother’s recipe
for stuffed artichokes,
which are beautiful and a
pleasure to eat with family
or friends.

From the Archives

[Editor’s note: We republish here three photographs provided by
past President, Tony Fornelli, that he came across while searching
through a drawer looking for something else.]

Ingredients:
One large artichokes per
person – the following will
serve four persons:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 lb. of ground turkey
or beef
1 cup of Italian bread
crumbs
1 egg
2 tablespoons of Italian olive oil
2 tablespoons of grated Romano cheese
1 tablespoon of parsley
1 or 2 cloves of garlic to taste – either pressed or diced
1 jar of classic red sauce

Directions:
1. Using kitchen scissors, cut off the sharp tips of the artichoke leaves.
2. Boil water (enough to cover the artichokes) with a teaspoon of salt and
½ cup of lemon juice.
3. Place artichokes in boiling water mixture for ½ hour.
4. After boiling artichokes, place them on a cake rack to drain.
5. Mix all ingredients except artichokes and red sauce to create filling for
leaves.
6. After artichokes are drained, with your fingers take about a tablespoon of
the filling and place carefully on each leaf starting on the bottom outside
leaves.
7. Work your way around the artichoke filling each leaf with the glorious
mixture.
8. Spray a cake rack with Pam and also a roasting pan, place the artichokes
on the cake rack in the roasting pan uncovered.
9. Bake the artichokes for one hour at 350 degrees F.
10. While artichokes are cooking, get your red sauce ready, any good Italian
red sauce with garlic and/or onions and/or olive oil and definitely basil
(we used to make our own but now go for a bottle or two of store bought,
this is, after all, a meal not a vocation).
11. Remove roasting pan from oven, and pour red sauce generously over
the artichokes.
12. Cover the roasting pan and cook for one additional hour at 350 degrees
13. Remove the artichokes and add a bit more heated red sauce to each
artichoke.
14. Serve one per person – and have a few extra bowls for the discarded
leaves.
15. To eat, remove each leaf by hand and place upside down in your mouth
and pull out the leaf scraping the mixture off the leaf with your bottom
teeth.
16. Discard the leaf and repeat. It is more than a meal, it is a party!

From left: Vito DeCarlo, Gerry Sbarbaro, Anthony Fornelli, Angelo Mistretta, Tony Scotillo, Ben DiGiacomo with Mayor Joseph
Alioto.

From left: Anthony Fornelli, George Spatuzza, Horatio Tocco, Sr.,
and Joseph Zaffina.

Mike Monico is a renowned Chicago attorney for Monico, Pavich and
Spevack and a frequent legal contributor to the Roe and Roeper Show.
Photo above: Mike Monico and his mother, Lucy, who will be 98 years
young on January 10, 2012.

From left: P.A. "Buc" Sorrentino, Anthony Fornelli, Vito DeCarlo,
Gerry Sbarbaro, Tony Scotillo, and Ben DiGiacomo. Also pictured:
Alexander Napoli and George Leighton
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Photo Stories

Melissa Taormina, a John Marshall Law
School graduate (awaiting her July bar results), posing in front of the New Orleans,
Louisiana Supreme Court.

Retiring chairs of our successful Justinian Mentoring program, Tanya Sinclair and
Michael Pisano, John Marshall Law School
graduates, in Ireland as part of a school
sponsored, merit-determined internship/
exchange program, in May 2011. They are
wearing Barrister robes in the King's Inn
where they studied on a school trip. They also
anxiously await the July Bar results.

Michael Pisano and Anthony Casaccio, two
outstanding contributors to our very successful Justinian Mentoring Program, upon
their graduation from The John Marshall Law
School taken at the commencement on May
22nd, 2011.
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Justice Salim Joubran (second from left) of
the Supreme Court of Israel was a guest
of The John Marshall Law School where he
addressed attorneys and law students on
Monday, May 2, 2011. He was welcomed to
Chicago by (from left) Herbert Franks, past
president of the Illinois State Bar Association;
Leonard Amari of Amari & Locallo who serves
as President of the law school’s Board of
Trustees; and Stephen Greenwald, director of
the American Association of Jewish Lawyers
and Jurists based in New York City.

John Locallo, ISBA President, and Judge Celia
Gamrath stop to pose for a photo at the
Women’s Bar Association of Illinois dinner.

President Katherine Amari O’Dell and
Anita DeCarlo (from left, top row) and Vesna
Marusic and Tara DiJohn (from left, bottom
row) attend The John Marshall Law School
Annual Alumni Association Reception on
June 10th, 2011.

(From left) Richard Pellegrino, John Locallo,
Judge Celia Gamrath, President Katherine
Amari O’Dell and Sam Tornatore at the joint
fundraiser for Judge Gamrath, running for a
Cook County 8th sub circuit seat, and Sam
Tornatore, a candidate for DuPage County
Board, held at the Amari & Locallo office on
June 23, 2011.

Leonard Amari and Illinois State Secretary
Jesse White at a recent John Marshall Law
School program promoting the Secretary’s
wonderful organ transplant program.

Len DeFranco and Umberto Davi at the Mark
Hassakis retirement party at Carnivale on
July 15, 2011.

Retired Appellate Court Justice Tobias Barry
and past President Len DeFranco at a recent
ISBA function.

Photo Stories
Congratulations
to Gina Di Bella
and her husband
Jon on the birth
of their first
child, Mia.   Mia
was born on July
22nd, 2011.

Len Amari, left, and Jon Demoss, right, bid
farewell to Joanne Hibbs upon her retirement
after a brilliant career with the Illinois State
Bar Association.

From left: Cook County Commissioner Peter
Silvestri, IAPC President Ferdinand Serpe,
and Mayor of Norridge Ron Oppedisamo at
a recent Italian American Political Coalition
event.

Word from down Caseyville way from Mose
and Sharon: Justice Moses and Mrs. Harrison
look forward to joining President O’Dell and
the other Justinians at the Installation and
Awards dinner on September 22, 2011.

The personnel of Amari & Locallo present a gavel and plaque to Katherine Amari O’Dell
upon assuming the Presidency of the Justinian Society.

Justice Mary Jane Theis (center), along with ISBA past President
Todd Smith (right) and Leonard Amari (left) at our Justinian headquarters.

Chief Justice Thomas Kilbride advises his anticipated attendance at
our Gala Installation and Awards dinner on September 22nd, 2011.
[From left: Frank Sommario, Joseph Gagliardo, Chief Justice Thomas
Kilbride and Antonio Romanucci]
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Miscellanea

Photo Stories, continued
By: Leonard F. Amari

Past President Leonard F. Amari bought a new
car. Check out the license plate (Sicily!)

Ø
Loyola University
Chicago School of Law’s
Corboy Fellowship Mock
Trial Team recently competed in the American
Association of Justice
regional championship
in Indianapolis. The team
never fell below the No.
1 ranking as they swept
the competition and won
the regional championship
for the fifth year in a row. The team went on to
compete in the national competition on April
1 in Las Vegas, where they placed third out of
224 teams. Jaclyn Polsinelli, a 3L, and Justin
DeLuca, a 2L, both participated.
Ø Congratulations to Richard Caifano upon
being appointed vice-chair of the Standing
Committee on Mentoring of the Illinois State
Bar Association.

Recent visitors to Justinian headquarters.
From left: ISBA President John G. Locallo,
Justice David Sterba, President Katherine
Amari O’Dell and member Judge Frank
Castiglione.

In mid-August the ISBA Sunday Runners celebrated its annual Mary Hanssel Memorial
Run at Chicago’s lakefront.
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Ø Congratulations to two of our good friends
at the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, Jerry
Crimmins and John Flynn Rooney for being
recognized by the Chicago Bar Association with
its Award for Excellence in Deadline Reporting
and on the Legal Profession of the Courts by
the Kogan Media Awards Committee. These are
two friends of the profession, of our Justinian
Society, of the organized bar, that never fail to
promote lawyers, our ethnic bar association
and various bar associations around the state
and the Illinois law schools. Along with its
editor, Olivia Clarke, and another outstanding
reporter, Pat Milhizer, our legal profession is
served well by this daily and highly respected
legal publication.
Ø Congratulations to Regina A. Scannicchio
upon her appointment to the Circuit Court Bench,
to fill a countywide vacancy, by the Illinois Supreme Court with Justice Anne M. Burke making
the appointment. Of course, Regina now must
run for the bench and our society absolutely
commits to supporting her in this quest. She
is highly respected and truly deserving of our
support and will serve our community and the
profession well on the bench.

From left, Joe Bisceglia, Richard Caifano,
Consul General of Italy Alessandro Motta and
Joe Gagliardo.

Regina Scannicchio.

Ø Congratulations to Michael P. Schostok,
extraordinarily successful, highly respected
and well liked catastrophic injury lawyer upon
his recognition by the Illinois Trial Lawyers
Association with its prestigious Leonard M.
Ring Lifetime Achievement Award. Of course,
Michael is a very successful partner of the
firm of Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard, P.C., the
husband of Justice Mary Seminara Schostok of
the Illinois Appellate Court and father to two
beautiful children, one of which is a successful
law student at The John Marshall Law School,
Marisa.

From left: Judge Celia Gamrath, Justice Anne
M. Burke, and Leonard DeFranco.

Ø Congratulations to Lynn C. Cavallo upon
her election as third Vice President of the DuPage County Bar Association. She will work
her way through the chairs over the years to
become President of this highly respected and
very active lawyers organization.

Ø Congratulations to Todd D. Scalzo upon
being elected President-Elect of the DuPage
County Justinian Society of Lawyers. The
installation of officers took place on Thursday,
May 26, 2011.

Miscellanea, Continued
Ø The loquacious and highly respected and
successful Michael D. Monico, recently cohosted the Roe Conn’s radio show on WLS-AM
890 on July 18th, 2011.

From left: Brian Monico, Joe Gagliardo, and
Michael Monico.

Ø Congratulations to our president, Katherine
Amari O’Dell and to the late Alfred E. Gallo
with the recognition of The John Marshall Law
School Board of Trustees’ Spirit Award. This
award is given to its recipients for dedicated
years of service to The John Marshall Law
School. Katherine, a year 2000 graduate of the
law school, formerly served as President of its
Alumni Association and, of course, Mr. Gallo
served on the Board of Trustees of his beloved
law school for over 40 years, having been
President from the year 2000 until 2007. His
nephew, Tony Del Boccio, accepted the award
for Mr. Gallo.

Justinians participate in The John Marshall Law
School reception wherein its Board of Trustees
significant Spirit Award for contributions to the
school was awarded to Katherine Amari O’Dell,
among others.
Top row, from left: Regina Scannicchio, Michael
Favia, Judge Celia Guzaldo Gamrath, Umberto
Davi, Joseph Cataldo, and Cristina Mungai.
Bottom row, from left: Leonard Amari and Katherine Amari O’Dell

Ø Congratulations to our old friend, the highly
respected Honorable Grace C. Dickler, upon
her appointment by Chief Judge Timothy C.
Evans to the position of Presiding Judge in the
Domestic Relations Division. No small task, but
one that Judge Dickler is up to, as her previous
assignment, presiding judge of the Domestic
Violence Division, would indicate.

Ø Congratulations to the Honorable Sebastian T. Patti upon his appointment by Chief
Judge Timothy C. Evans as Presiding Judge
of the Domestic Violence Division. We have
highlighted the extraordinarily successful career
as a lawyer and on the bench of Judge Patti and
we wish him luck in this new position.
Ø Past President Franco A. Coladipietro
announces that he will not seek reelection as
a State Representative in the 45th District.
Franco has distinguished himself in the State
House and never in the fulfillment of his duties as a State Representative, forgot his roots
as an Italian American, a child of immigrants,
and a practicing attorney with offices in Cook
and DuPage Counties (a partner with Amari &
Locallo). In his press release, Franco indicated
the following: “It has been a tremendous honor
serving the citizens of the 45th District as their
State Representative, but I’ve come to the difficult decision that I am not going to run again
in the 2012 elections. While I love serving as
State Representative, the demands of the position require me to spend far too much time away
from my family while I am in Springfield and
back in the district. My children are getting to
an age where they need their dad to be a bigger
part of their daily activities and I don’t want to
miss this time with them and my wife.”
Ø McAndrews, Held & Malloy shareholder
and Justinian Society of Lawyers member
Christopher V. Carani has been appointed
the Chair of the
American Bar Association’s (ABA)
Industrial Designs
Committee for the
2011-13 Term. The
ABA Industrial Designs Committee
focuses on intellectual property (IP)
issues regarding
the domestic and
foreign protection
and enforcement
of industrial designs,
including legislative, judicial and administrative
developments. Currently, in the United States,
the three main IP rights used to protect and
enforce designs are design patents, copyrights
and trade dress. Carani and the Committee will
monitor and comment upon developments in
each of these practice areas.
Ø Heather C. Giordanella, counsel in Drinker,
Biddle & Reath LLP’s Philadelphia office,
was sworn in this week as the president of the
Chicago-based National Association of Women
Lawyers (NAWL) during the organization’s
annual meeting in New York City.
Ø Congratulations to Joseph Barnett Di Bella
on 12 straight Jury Trial victories. Joe maintains
a perfect record with no loses, ever. We can all
be proud of this young Justinian.

Ø Justinian Vincent R. Vidmer is proud to
announce the opening of his Law Office. Vincent
is a contributor to the newsletter, a participant in
Leonard Amari's mentoring program, member
of the executive Board and an active Justinian.
He will be focusing his practice on labor law,
debt collection, property tax contestation, transactions and other real estate services. Contact
him at 1640 W. Van Buren Street Chicago, IL
60612. 312.878.7640; vincentvidmer@vrvlaw.
com. www.vrvlaw.com
Ø Lawrence, Kamin, Saunders & Uhlenhop,
LLC is pleased to announce the addition of
Partner Joseph A. Zarlengo to the firm’s
transactional practice in Estate Planning, Businesses & Corporations, Partnership Law, Tax
Planning, Business Succession Planning, and
Estate Administration. Joe is known for his
ability to make sophisticated legal issues and tax
planning understandable and is highly regarded
for his devotion and commitment to the diverse
needs of his clients. He received his LLM in
Taxation from New York University, his J.D.
from The John Marshall Law School, and his
B.A. in Political Science from California State
University, Northridge. You can reach Joe at
(312) 924-4247, or jzarlengo@lksu.com

Joseph Zarlengo

Ø
The national School Board Association
Council of School Attorneys will honor Anthony G. Scariano of Scariano, Himes and
Petrarca with its “2011 Lifetime Achievement
Award” during a reception April 8 in San Francisco. At the law firm, Scariano focuses much
of his practice on handling complex litigation
in federal and state courts and administrative
agencies involving school employment matters,
educational equity problems, civil rights and
labor relations. He also has vast experience in
the negotiation of collective bargaining agreements between teacher unions and board of
education. And, of course, he is the son of the
giant in our profession and our community, the
late Anthony J. Scariano.
Ø Cook County Circuit Judge Thomas D. Roti
was honored for his 10-plus years of service to the
judiciary as he received the Northwest Suburban
Bar Association’s “2011 Public Service Award”
at the association’s annual Judges’ Night in April.
Roti, a trial judge overseeing civil court cases,
is the supervising judge for the 3rd Municipal
District’s Mandatory Arbitration Program. He
is also a mentoring judge for the district.
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Miscellanea, Continued
Ø More positive things about Steve Phillips
and his highly successful catastrophic injury
law firm. In April 2011, he was inducted into
The International Academy of Trial Lawyers
in New York City. The Academy’s purposes
are to promote reforms in the law, facilitate the
Administration of Justice, promote the Rule of
Law Internationally, and elevate the standards
of integrity, honor, and courtesy in the legal
profession. Fellowship is by invitation only.
The membership is limited to 500 worldwide.
In May 2011, Mr. Phillips was nominated and
elected to the office of 2nd Vice President of
The Illinois Trial Lawyers Association where
he will become president in 2012. Also in May
2011, Mr. Phillips was named one of the Top
100 Trial Lawyers in Illinois by the National
Trial Lawyers.

Ø Congratulations to Marianne Raimondi
Cohen on her new position as a contract attorney
with DLA Piper.

Verdicts & Settlements

Ø Congratulations to Nick Hynes, for two
reasons. First, for having the vision of recognizing the importance of a refreshment stand (food
and liquor) at the Chicagoland beaches. Nick and
his partner had the idea that it would be natural
to sell sandwiches and beer, and the like, at the
Chicagoland beaches. Secondly, congratulations
to Nick and his new entity called “The Dock
at Montrose Beach” that recently opened to
resounding raves and reviews. Of course, Nick
Hynes is the outstanding attorney-son of our
friend Jim Hynes and, a legend in our society,
and the legal profession, Mary Ann (Iantorno)
Hynes. We wish Nicky and his new entity all
the luck in the world.

Ø Congratulations
to Kent Lucaccioni
on a $790,000 verdict
he obtained on behalf
of his client in medical
malpractice case. The
Plaintiff alleged that In
Home Nursing Service
failed to properly asses
Plaintiff’s heal ulcer
and did not recognize
the symptoms of the progressive infection. As
a result, Plaintiff lost his leg to above the knee
amputation. The defense insisted that the wound
was properly documented and assessed and
assertive patient was at fault for not contacting
either the defendant of his physician when the
symptoms worsened.

Ø Longtime Justinian Sam F. Cannizzaro
recently became a partner with the Family Law
Firm of Davis Friedman, LLP, 135 South LaSalle
Street, 36th Floor, in Chicago. Davis Friedman is
one of the oldest family law firms in the
country (opened in
1946), and it enjoys
an excellent reputation in the divorce/
parentage/custody
legal community in
the tri-county area.
Sam has practiced in this area for
over 27 years, the last
seven in partnership
with our brother, Enrico Mirabelli. Sam
welcomes Justinian
referrals in this area
of the law, and offers no-cost initial interviews
and telephone inquiries into possible representation. His new phone number is (312) 782-2220.
We wish him well!
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F.

Ø Congratulations to Joe Miroballi on a
$1,200,000 verdict in a personal injury case
involving a bicyclist who got struck from behind
by a vehicle owned by enterprise driven by one
of its employees. The Plaintiff was thrown over
the handle bars and sustained a traumatic brain
injury plus various fractures and other damages.

Steve Phillips with previous Phillips scholarship
recipients.

Ø “Legally Speaking,” a broadcast on WGNAM 720, featured Christopher W. Niro of Niro,
Haller and Niro on Sunday, August 7th. Hosted
by attorney Karen Conti, the show addressed
Niro’s representation of a songwriter who is
suing music artist Lady Gaga for copyright
infringement over one of her songs.

By: Michael
Bonamarte

Ø Edward Allegretti, the nephew of John
Locallo, Joe Locallo, Jr. and Jim Allegretti, and
cousin of Joe Locallo III, competed at the U.S.
National Karate Championships July 14-17 and
won bronze in advance individual kumite, silver
in team kata, and gold in elite kumite in the
12 to 13 year old under 50 kilos division. The
latter earned him a position on the Jr. US Pan
American Team. He will represent the United
States in Fortaleza, Brazil, at the end of August at
the Junior Pan American Karate Championship.
Allegretti is an honor student entering seventh
grade at
Crone
Middle
School
this year.

Ø Congratulations to Michael Mordini on
a not guilty verdict on behalf of his client.
Michael represented the defendant driver in a
personal injury case involving a teen who suffered a fractured ankle when he was struck by
defendant’s car while crossing in Elston and
Irving Park Road. The Plaintiff argued that he
was in the crosswalk but the defense contended
and the jury agreed that Plaintiff was crossing
the street between stopped cars and outside the
crosswalk.
Ø Congratulations to Erica Baldonado on
a not guilty verdict on behalf of her client who
was sued in a personal injury case. The case
involved a pedestrian who suffered a traumatic
brain injury and numerous fractures when he was
hit by Metra Train at a grade level crossing. Two
eye witnesses said the warning devices were
working and the train’s engineer had sounded the
horn prior to striking the Plaintiff. The Plaintiff
argued the horn should have sounded earlier
and the engineer had failed to reduce train’s
speed. The defense argued that the train had
been operated in accordance with all Federal
and Local Rules and the Plaintiff was more than
fifty (50%) percent at fault and the jury agreed
in an Answer to a Special Interrogatory.
Ø Congratulations to Joseph DiPino on a not
guilty verdict on behalf of his client in a personal
injury case. This case involved the Plaintiff who
was walking across Harlem Avenue at Diversey
outside the crosswalk after exiting the CTA bus
when she was hit by defendant’s Buick. The
defendant disputed negligence in damages.

Miscellanea, Continued
Ø Congratulations to Vincent D. Pinelli on a
$125,000 jury verdict he helped obtain on behalf
of his client. Vincent represented the Plaintiff in
a business contract case. Under the terms of the
Plaintiff’s written employment agreement with
the Defendant, when Plaintiff left the Physicians
Group, the Defendant was supposed to send a
specific notice letter to Plaintiff’s patients. Instead, Defendant sent out a different letter over
Plaintiff’s objection. The employment contract
included a $125,000 liquidated damages provision.
Ø Congratulations to Francis Daniel Petro
on a $230,000 jury verdict on behalf of his client
who was hit by a Metra vehicle after it rolled
backwards and struck him after he exited the
vehicle and walked behind it to close the gate.
The Plaintiff was a Metra electrician.
Ø Congratulations to Gina Romagnoli a
$1,100,000 jury verdict in medical malpractice
case. She represented the Plaintiff who two days
after undergoing a knee replacement surgery fell
while using the bedside commode. The surgical
wound opened and she developed an infection
eventually needed removal and re-implantation
of the knee prosthesis. The hospital admitted
liability and causation but disputed the extent
of the Plaintiff’s damages.
Ø Congratulations to John Perconti and Jeff
Martin of Levin & Perconti on a $4,500,000
settlement in a case involving undiagnosed tumor. John and Jeff represented the woman who
filed the law suit after medical staff failed to recognize an adrenal gland tumor. The woman was
19 years old in 2006 when she visited her doctor
to report regular menstrual periods, abdominal
weight gain, facial weight gain, and abnormal
emotional responses. The law suit accused the
doctor reproductive endocrinologist for failing
to take a thorough medical history, perform a
physical exam, track the woman’s weight gain
and blood pressure, diagnose Cushing’s syndrome, and diagnose the adrenal gland tumor.
The suit also alleged that the nurses failed to
tell the Plaintiff about symptoms expressed by
the Plaintiff’s mother. The Defendant diagnosed
the Plaintiff with Polycystic ovary syndrome,
which she didn’t have. As a result of the doctor’s failure to diagnose and treat the tumor from
December of 2006 to May of 2008, the cancer
progressed and the Plaintiff who is still living
has a reduced life expectancy.
Ø Congratulations to Stephen D. Phillips
who, in July 2011, settled a wrongful death case
for 5 million dollars on behalf of the family of
a 62 year old physician who was admitted to
a local hospital for a stem cell transplant. His
client, only one of 300 people in the world suffering from a rare neurological disorder, went
into a coma after receiving insulin from a nurse
who did not read a physician’s order stopping
an order for insulin. Ironically, the client was
one of the leading researchers in the world on
his disease and was at the hospital as the first
patient to try a stem cell transplant as a cure for
the disease. Sadly, during discovery, one of the

hospital nurses admitted that she had contacted
the hospital administrators via numerous e-mails
and conversations that the nurses on the floor of
the hospital where the client was treated were
way overworked and had too many patients.
The hospital had rebuffed her concerns.
Ø The Phillips Law Offices, in April 2011,
also settled a wrongful death case for 3.7 million
dollars on behalf of the family of a 42 year old
who died following heart surgery. The client,
a husband and father of 3 children, had a large
benign tumor in his heart removed at a local
hospital. The tumor surgery was successful and
his prognosis was excellent until he developed
shock which went unrecognized and untreated
for 3 days until it resulted in his death. The
shock occurred while the treating surgeon was
out of town over the weekend.
Ø Congratulations to Regina P. Etherton on a
$1,917,199 verdict in a case involving a plaintiff
who fell off his bike as it struck a defect in a
city street. The plaintiff, a 39 year old father,
husband, and tri-athlete, was riding his bicycle
in the designated bike route at the intersection
of Cortland and Marcey in Chicago, when his
front bicycle tire hit and stuck in an uneven
depression in the road service. The plaintiff
suffered a dislocated and displaced fracture to
his shoulder.
Ø Congratulations to Joseph W. Balesteri and
Joseph A. Power on a $5 million settlement of
a lawsuit brought by the family of a woman who
went into cardiac arrest following heart surgery
at a Skokie hospital and suffered a brain injury
before she died several months later.

Passing of Relatives and Friends
The Justinian Society, its brothers and sisters,
sincerely extend our sympathies for your
losses.

V Andrea Apostol, Jorgiana
Jorgiana Andrea Apostol was the daughter of
dear Justinian friend and highly respected member of the legal professor, Louis G. Apostol.
V Bongiorno, Marie
Marie Bongiorno was the mother of DuPage Justinian Judge Joseph S. (Margaret) Bongiorno.
V DeMoon, Carl F.
Carl F. DeMoon was a long-time Chicago area
realtor. He was the beloved father of Sarah.
V Genovese, Mary
Mary Genovese, nee Gulino, wife of the late
Michael, beloved mother of Sylvia (Tom) Tiano,
Russell (Dr. Janice) Genovese and the late Rose
(the late Pat) Addante.
V Ferraro, Madeleine
Madeleine Ferraro was the beloved mother
of career Justinian Anthony Ferraro and Rick
Ferraro.
V LaCorte, Antonino
Antonino LaCorte was the beloved father of
Justinian George LaCorte.
V Madden, Maria (DiNatale)
Maria DiNatale Madden was the daughter of
career Justinian Joe DiNatale.
V Mentesana, Giuseppe
Giuseppe Mentesana was the father of Josette
Mentesana Weber.
V Miller, Laura
Laura Miller was the sister of Justinian Michael
G. Miller, and cousin to Dominic Fichera and
Cristina Fichera. Laura was the mother to three
year old Trinity. Her family has asked that
contributions in Laura’s honor be made to the
Rainbow Hospice, Ark, St. Matthew Center
for Health, 1601 North Western Avenue, Park
Ridge, Illinois, 60068.

Psalm 15: Lord, who may dwell in your sacred
tent? Who may live on your holy mountain?
The one whose walk is blameless, who does
what is righteous, who speaks the truth from
their heart; whose tongue utters no slander,
who does no wrong to a neighbor, and casts no
slur on others; who despises a vile person but
honors those who fear the Lord; who keeps an
oath even when it hurts, and does not change
their mind; who lends money to the poor without
interest; who does not accept a bribe against
the innocent. Whoever does these things will
never be shaken.

V Mistretta, Honorable Angelo
Honorable Angela Mistretta was the husband of
Ruth. He was a Justinian past President, distinguished member of the Circuit Court of Cook
County and one of the true role models, mentors
and leading light, for many, many years of our
society. Much of the successes can be attributed
to the leadership of Judge Mistretta. He will be
sorely missed and fondly remembered.

[Editor’s note: This psalm was recited at the
memorial service held for the late Gerald C.
Bender. This was provided by his son Michael
Ian Bender, Circuit Court Judge. It was so
touching, and the words so impacting, that we
publish it here for our readers.]

V Salerno. Mary
Mary Salerno was the aunt of Jo Ann Serpico.

V Russo, Jacqueline
Jacqueline Russo was the wife of Justinian
John Russo.

V Turano, Dee
Dee Turano was the aunt of Justinian Treasurer
Jessica DePinto.

V Abruzzini, Charles
Charles Abruzzini was the grandfather of Justinian Secretary Frank A. Sommario.
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