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President's Message

I am proud to welcome you to the 91st year
of the Justinian Society of Lawyers. I promise
to work my hardest and do my best as president
for the 2012-2013 year. One of the finest attributes of the Justinian Society has always been
the camaraderie of its members, and I want to
make sure this sense of loyalty and friendship in
perpetuity among the current members and that it
also extends to its newest members. I am going to
“Return to the Basics” by keeping the traditions
alive yet infusing new experiences and benefits
to membership of the Justinian Society.
I feel like it was just yesterday that I was
nominated to fill the position of secretary of the
Justinian Society. I will never forget the excitement of being an officer, and the honor which
was bestowed upon me. I would like to extend
my warmest thank you to Franco A. Coladipietro
and the nominating committee for nominating
me and giving me the opportunity to serve the
Society.
I would like to thank all of the officers and
the executive board members for their support and
dedication. I would particularly like to thank Past
President Katherine A. Amari O’Dell for all of her
help and guidance over the past several months
and in the year leading up to my presidency and
congratulate her on a very successful year.
Thank you to all of the past presidents who
are so dedicated to the Justinian Society. American writer Henry Miller said “A real leader has
no need to lead; he is content to point the way.”
This Society is so lucky to have so many great
leaders that are always there to “point” or assist
those new members, young and old.
The 2012-2013 year started with a great dinner at Gibson’s Steak House with the number of
attendees nearly 100. Not only were we well fed,
we were also treated to a complimentary cocktail
hour thanks to Amata Law Centers sponsorship.
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The May dinner was followed by an outstanding golf outing. The weather could not have
cooperated more, over eighty golfers enjoyed the
beautiful course, and the staff at Bloomingdale
Golf Club provided us with an outstanding feast
throughout the day. The success of the outing this
year is in no small part to Sam Tornatore, Richard
Caldarazzo, Vince Vidmer and the entire Golf Outing Committee. All of the monies raised are for the
benefit of the Justinian Society Endowment Fund
which includes both the Children’s Endowment
Fund and the Scholarship Fund.
My focuses this year as your president are the
basics that have made the Society such a prominent bar association over the years. Along with
the assistance of Officers Frank Sommario and
Anita DeCarlo, we will be launching a membership drive. We will be promoting some of the great
benefits of being a member of the Justinian Society
including our new website which Past President
Katherine A. Amari O’Dell launched during her
year, a complimentary CLE for members in the
Spring of 2013, the Justinian Society mentoring
program also started by Past President Amari
O’Dell, a sponsorship program to raise money for
Justinian Society events, and some new monthly
meeting dinner venues including the Hugo’s Frog
Bar in Rosemont for the January Joint Chapter
Dinner Meeting.
We look forward to this year’s Installation and
Awards Dinner on September 12 at the Renaissance
Hotel, and I want to thank Antonio M. Romanucci
for chairing and emceeing the Installation Dinner.
This is a new venue, and we have some new and
exciting changes for the guests. First, we will honor
Hon. Franco A. Coladipietro with our prestigious
Award of Excellence, Dominic DiFrisco with
our Lifetime Achievement Award, and Richard
Caifano, Hon. Gloria Coco, Hon. Bruno Tassone
and Sam Tornatore with Presidential Service
Awards.
Continued on Page 7
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Justinian Society of Lawyers

Gregg A. Garofalo, President

Judge Robert W. Bertucci, 1st VP

Anita M. DeCarlo, 2nd VP

Gregg A. Garofalo is the managing attorney of Garofalo Law Group, which is a
general practice firm with offices in Chicago
and Bloomington. Gregg focuses his practice
in the areas of probate administration and litigation, estate planning, and real estate. Gregg
graduated from Chicago-Kent College of Law
with both a JD and an LLM in Taxation. Gregg
began his career at the firm of Deutsch, Levy
& Engel before opening his own practice in
2004.
Gregg is a court appointed guardian ad litem
by the Circuit Court of Cook County, not only
in the probate area, but other divisions including
domestic relations division and law division.
In 2011, he was appointed by the presiding
judge in the Probate Division of the Circuit
Court of Cook County to sit on the Guardian
Ad Litem Study Committee to review and
make recommendations to the court as to the
recommended training and qualifications for
guardian ad litems in Cook County.
Gregg is an active member of the legal community where he is serving or has served in
several leadership roles within the Illinois Bar
Association and the Chicago Bar Association.
Gregg has served for two terms as the as the
chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s Probate
Practice Committee. He is also a past chair
of the Illinois State Bar Association’s Young
Lawyers Division, and he is a member of the
Illinois State Bar Association’s Estates &
Trusts Section Council, the Elder Law Section
Council, Women in the Law Committee, and
assembly. Gregg serves as a member of the Illinois State Bar Association’s mentor program,
and he has spoken in the area of probate and
estate planning for several Continuing Legal
Education seminars.
In addition to his passion for law, Gregg
works with professional, civic and educational
organizations.

Judge Robert W. Bertucci graduated from Lake
Forest College in 1979, and received his law
degree with high honors from Chicago-Kent
College of Law in 1983.

Anita M. DeCarlo is a graduate of Loyola University Chicago and received her Juris Doctorate
from The John Marshall Law School.
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After passing the bar, Judge Bertucci joined
the Criminal Prosecutions Bureau of the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s Office, where he ultimately served as a first chair in a felony trial
courtroom at the Criminal Courts Building. He
later transferred to the Medical Malpractice Division in the Civil Actions Bureau. In 1992, he
joined the firm now known as Serpico, Petrosino
and DiPiero, where he mainly handled criminal
defense matters.
Judge Bertucci was elected to the bench in 1992.
He was initially assigned to the First Municipal
District and handled both criminal and civil
cases. He later served as the supervising judge of
the Evening Narcotics Division at the Criminal
Courts Building and then as a felony trial judge
in the day division. Since 2000, he has served in
the County Division where he is the assignment
judge for tax deed cases and handles election,
mental health, and property tax cases.
Judge Bertucci is a member of the Illinois Judges
Association and has served for many years on
its board of directors. He has also served on the
election law committee of the Chicago Bar Association and currently serves on the executive
committee of the Justinian Society of Lawyers.
Before joining the bench, he served as the
president of a Chicago Park District Advisory
Council. He is also a past president of the Elmwood Park Planning Commission.

She has lectured and published articles for the
Illinois State Bar Association and the Illinois
Institute for Continuing Legal Education. Before joining Vasilatos & Cotter, LLC in 2011,
she practiced at Cullen, Haskins, Nicholson &
Menchetti, P.C.
She began her career practicing with her father,
Vito DeCarlo, past president (1970-1971). She
represents injured workers in Workers’ Compensation cases throughout the State of Illinois.
She was elected to the Board for Governors
of the Illinois State Bar Association (2006 –
2009) and acted as the liaison to the Workers'
Compensation Section Council and Employee
Benefits Section.
She has served on the Executive Committee of
the Justinian Society of Lawyers since 2002.
In 2008, she was named an Illinois Rising Star
by Super Lawyers and received a Distinguished
Service Award from The John Marshall Law
School.

2012 -2013 Officers

Jessica DePinto, 3rd VP

Frank A. Sommario, Treasurer

Michael F. Bonamarte IV, Secretary

Jessica DePinto is a manager with Deloitte Tax
LLP national Customs and Global Trade practice
group where she advises clients on customs and
international trade regulatory issues.

Frank Sommario Frank is a senior associate
at Romanucci & Blandin, LLC in Chicago,
where he practices as a petitioner's workers'
compensation lawyer. He has obtained several
large settlements and favorable trial awards for
his clients over the years.
Frank was admitted to the Bar in Illinois
(2000), Minnesota (2001), and District of Columbia (2001). He received his Juris Doctorate
from DePaul University College of Law in 2000.
He is a Certified Public Accountant (1998), who
received his Bachelor’s degree in Commerce/
Accounting from DePaul University in 1997.
He became a Registered Investment Advisor
in 2003.
In addition to practicing law, Frank is active
in several professional organizations. He is
serving his second three year term on the Board
of Governors of the Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA). He acts as Board Liaison to the
Workers' Compensation Law Section Council,
the Federal Taxation Section Council, and the
Standing Committee on Continuing Legal Education. He is a Silver Fellow of the Illinois Bar
Foundation, the charitable arm of the ISBA.
Frank currently also is serving as the Vice President of the Workers’ Compensation Lawyers
Association (WCLA). He is also a member of
the national and state trial lawyers’ associations.
He is a member of the alumni associations of
DePaul University, DePaul University College
of Law, and Fenwick High School.
For his successes representing injury victims,
Frank was named an Illinois' Rising Star by
Super Lawyers ® for the years 2010-2012.
Born in Melrose Park, Illinois, Frank was
raised by his parents, Frank and Mary Jo. He
has two younger sisters, Deanna and Lisa. Frank
currently resides in Addison with his wife, Gina,
and twin daughters, Angelina and Isabella.

Michael F. Bonamarte, IV joined Levin &
Perconti as a trial attorney in August, 2005 after
graduating from John Marshall Law School.
Mike concentrates his practice on representing injured victims and their families in cases
of nursing home abuse and neglect, medical
malpractice, automobile accidents, construction accidents, premises liability, slip & fall
accidents, and other serious personal injury and
wrongful death cases.
Mike has authored several publications and
given several professional presentations to a
wide range of groups including the Illinois
Trial Lawyers Association, the Illinois Institute of Continuing Legal Education, and the
National Association of Elder Law Attorneys.
Mike speaks regularly on the topic of nursing
home litigation. Mike also writes for the Justinian Society newsletter.
Mike is an active member of the CBA, ABA,
ITLA, AAJ and Justinian Society of Lawyers.
Mike is a new member of the ISBA Assembly.
In 2010 Michael was honored as one of Law
Bulletin’s “40 Illinois Attorneys Under Forty to
Watch”. He was also named as a Super Lawyer
Rising Star in 2011 and 2012. In 2011 he received
the William J. Harte Amicus Volunteer Award
for his work on the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association’s Amicus Curiae Committee.
Mike is also the President and Founder of the
Michael F. Bonamarte III Foundation, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to raising awareness and
funding research on the treatment and prevention of strokes. Mike founded the organization
in memory of his late father, Justinian Michael
F. Bonamarte III, who passed away in 2006.
The Foundation has raised over $50,000 since
its inception.

Jessica graduated from IIT Chicago-Kent
College of Law, Indiana University and the
University of Wisconsin at Madison. She served
as chair of practice committees for the Chicago
and Illinois State Bar Associations.
She currently serves on the Women in Leadership Advisory Board, The School of Continuing
and Professional Studies, Loyola University of
Chicago. In 2012 Jessica was named one of the
“100 Women to Watch” by Today’s Chicago
Woman magazine.
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Letters to the Editor
By: Katherine Amari O'Dell

Nice work everybody.
- Anthony B. Ferraro
Katherine,
The Newsletter is outstanding!
Thanks to you and the entire Newsletter
staff.
- Sam Tornatore

It’s one of the best bar publications in
the state!
- John G. Locallo

Dear Katherine,
Thank you for sending the most recent
copy of the Justinian Newsletter. My dad
enjoyed his pictures as an Attorney-atLaw and was very proud that two of his
grandchildren, Marilyn Alioto and Bill
Davy, followed in his footsteps. You were
so kind to think of me - you have “great
genes”- your dad is one in a million- a
great friend of our family for many years
and of my late husband,   John! Much
“tante belle cose” – to you!
- Serajean Ferrara Alioto

From left, Umberto Davi, John Locallo and
Mike Favia.

Franco Coladipietro (left) and  Sam Tornatore.

Leonard, Katherine and Staff, 		
WOW! You never cease to amaze
me. How do you continually find the time
and energy to put out this marvelous
newsletter! Thanks.
- Jim Allegretti

Dear Katherine,
Thank you for sending me the copy
of the Spring 2012 Justinian Society
Newsletter.   Paula had already shown
me her copy and commented I was
pictured with some good looking guys.
You continue to do an excellent job in
keeping us all apprised of the latest
events' information.  Thank you.
- Chief Judge James F. Holderman

Good Job Leonard and Staff.  
- Bruno J. Tassone
Excellent! This is one of the best
newsletter issues the Justinian Newsletter
staff has ever produced. Congratulations
to everyone involved.
- Michael V. Favia

From left: Richard Pellegrino, Joe Alioto, Jerry
DePalma, the late John Alioto, and Bruno
Tassone.

Dear Ms. Amari O’Dell,
You were very kind to send along
the most recent edition of the Justinian
Society Newsletter with the fine photo
of Justice Fitzgerald and Len.
My family and I deeply appreciate
your thoughtfulness in acknowledging
my father’s passing as well.
Please accept all my best wishes for
a splendid summer.
- Hon. Timothy C. Evans

Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court James F.
Holderman, left, with John Locallo.

Joe Gagliardo (left) with Mike Favia.
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Dear Leonard,
Just   a note to say hello. Thank
you for all your wonderful letters and
support. Hope all is well.
- Anne R. Pramaggiore

From left, Tim Evans, with President-elect
Judge Bob Bertucci.

Leonard,
Thank you Leonard for your love of
my father all these years. You know he
felt the same for you...as I do.
- Albert Ferolie
Dear Katherine,
Pace e Bene! (Peace and all good!)
Many thanks for your kind words in
your letter that you sent with the Spring
newsletter. Much appreciated. My sister
Mary and I are very touched by your
inclusion of our dear sister, Polly, in the
newsletter. Polly died on 11-11-11 at 1:11
(November 11, 2011 at 1:11). Blessings
on you and your whole family and on all
Justinians.
- Fr. Charles Faso, OFM
Dear Katherine:
Once again, I am delighted to
receive the Justinian Society Newsletter
which you so ably edit. I continue to
be impressed with the quality of the
publication and remarkable amount of
information it contains. I am sure that
it continues to be a “labor of love” for
you.
- Edward M. Burke
Alderman, 14th Ward

Justinian News

April Report

By: John Tufano
The Justinian Society had a fantastic turnout in April
at its 2012 Officer
Nomination Dinner
at Monastero’s Ristorante, a Justinian
mainstay. Monastero’s hosted our
dinner in its Garden
Room, which mimics a courtyard, with painted murals on
the walls and plants hanging from the
ceiling’s wooden beams. The Garden
Room’s relaxed, friendly vibe contributes
to the diverse settings in which Justinian
dinner meetings are held. While its location might place it beyond the daily route
for many, it is well worth the commute.
The cocktail hour brought everyone
together as our crowd overflowed from
the bar to our private room; new friends
introduced themselves to each other while
old friends reminisced. Among the attendees, two groups stood out to me. It is
always a welcome site to see a number of
John Marshall Law School students, some
of whom were attending their first Justinian

Alderman Ed Burke, (left) Professor Mark
Wojcik of The John Marshall Law School and
Justice Anne Burke.
Anthony Gattuso, Disa DiBuono, and Jarrett
Rumoro.

Ü Anyone wishing to share information with their fellow Justinians is
encouraged to contact Newsletter Associate Editor Katherine Amari at our Justinian headquarters address: 734 North
Wells Street, Chicago, IL 60654; phone
(312)255-8550; fax (312)255-8551; kaa@
amari-locallo.com.
Judge Robert Bertucci and Bill Davy.

dinner. Additionally, there was a host of Justinian past-presidents: Leonard F. Amari, Antonio
Romanucci, Sam Tornatore, Len DeFranco,
Hon. Michael Pope, Anthony Ferraro, Richard
Calderazzo, Michael Favia, and Jim Allegretti
– a collection of whom invited a few younger
Justinians to join them at their dinner table.
From a personal standpoint, this was the
highlight of my night. While I have networked
with many Justinians, from law students to
retired judges, it was not until Monastero’s that
I joined the conversations of so many Justinian
past-presidents. Sitting at their table and sharing such lively banter reinforced for me the

The Justinian Officers and past President, from
left: Gregg Garofalo, past President Katherine
Amari O’Dell, Anita DeCarlo, Frank Sommario,
Michael Bonamarte and Robert Bertucci.]
extent to which the Justinian community can
provide a lifetime of friendship. This feeling of
community is underscored by the genuineness
that the Justinians have come to represent. It is
that genuineness that continually attracts new
members and binds old members together that
much closer.
During dinner, the nomination committee
announced its nominations for 2012-2013 officers. The committee was chaired by Antonio
Romanucci and comprised Leonard Amari,
Thomas Battista, Richard Caldarazzo, Umberto
Davi, Len DeFranco, Michael Favia, Anthony
Fornelli, Hon. Celia Gamrath, and Lisa Marino.
The nominations were presented as follows:
Gregg A. Garofalo for President, Hon. Robert W.
Bertucci for First Vice President, Anita DeCarlo
for Second Vice President, Jessica DePinto for
Third Vice President, Frank A. Sommario for
Treasurer, and a motion from the floor was
strongly supported for Michael F. Bonamarte
IV for Secretary.
As the Justinian Society transitions into a
new officer term, outgoing President, Katherine Amari O’Dell, deserves a special thanks.
Katherine continued the tradition forged by
many past-presidents, tirelessly organizing
events, promoting goodwill throughout the
community, and representing the Justinians with
graceful leadership. We all admire Katherine’s
accomplishments and look for Gregg to carry
the torch. Lastly, the nominating committee
deserves particular thanks for its hard work.
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May Report
By: Michael F. Bonamarte IV
This year’s formal Installation of Justinian
officers meeting at Gibson’s in May was a
resounding success, though particularly special
for me (the September Awards and Installation
Dinner being a ceremonial event). I was installed
as the new Secretary of this 91 year old ItalianAmerican organization that I am continuously
proud to be a part of. I attended the dinner with
John Perconti, a longtime career Justinian,
and co-founder of the Chicago personal injury
firm Levin & Perconti. I’ve been with Levin &
Perconti since my second year of law school at
John Marshall and both John and past president
Leonard Amari have encouraged me over the
years to be an active member of this great organization, along with Antonio Romanucci, another
past president and wonderful role model.
I’m very appreciative of the opportunity to
serve as an officer of the Justinian Society. So
many members of our group are legal legends
and pillars of the community. The past officers of
our organization stay involved with the Society
long after they serve as an officer. This is evident
by the number of past presidents in attendance
at Gibson’s on Rush Street for this meeting
and at our other meetings throughout the year.
At this year’s May installation dinner the past
presidents in attendance included, if memory
serves, Leonard Amari, Antonio Romanucci,
Anthony Fornelli, Richard Caifano, Salvatore
Tornatore, Richard Caldarazzo, Joseph Locallo
Jr., Michael Monico, James Allegretti, Joseph
Bisceglia, Joseph Gagliardo, Umberto Davi,
Anthony Ferraro, Enrico Mirabelli, Michael
Favia, James Morici Jr., Leonard DeFranco,
John Locallo, Thomas Battista, John Sciaccotta,
Lisa Marino, Celia Guzaldo Gamrath, Franco
Coladipietro, Christina Mungai and immediate Past President Katherine Amari O’Dell.
Gregg Garofalo, with his family in attendance,
graciously stepped into the role of President
and gave a rousing speech to the attendees. The
swearing-in honors were handled by our own,
beloved, Judge Cheryl Cesario.
I’m grateful that Gregg nominated me to be the
secretary and am excited about working with him
and the other officers which includes, 1st Vice
President Judge Robert Bertucci, 2nd Vice Presi-

From left, Judge Jill Cerone, Judge Celia
Gamrath, and Judge Patrice Ball-Reed.
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Justinian officers, from left: Michael Bonamarte, Frank Sommario, Anita DeCarlo, Judge Robert
Bertucci, Gregg Garofalo, and Jessica DePinto.
dent Anita DeCarlo, 3rd Vice President Jessica
DePinto, and Treasurer Frank Sommario. This
year’s officers are a creative bunch dedicated to
this organization and committed to staying true
to the principles that have been established over
the years and making the Justinian Society even
stronger by adding new members, increasing
the attendance and support for our events, and
where possible improving the quality of our
already exceptional events.
To that end I encourage all of us to reach out to
potential members of the Society and encourage
them to join, get involved and stay involved. The
Justinian Society is a warm group of outstanding
lawyers that makes its members feel like they
are a part of something that is great. It’s not hard
to sell the Justinian Society to a new potential
member. Bring a potential member to an event
and the Justinian Society will sell itself.
My experience is, except for perhaps the Illinois Trial Lawyers’Association and the Illinois
State Bar Association, there is no professional Katherine Amari O’Dell & Antonio Romanucci.
lawyers’ association better than the Justinian’s
only look at the governance of the various
for professional support and networking, social
organizations to see the Justinian influence.
opportunities, mentoring and the like. One need
For example, after past Justinian president Joe
Bisceglia, who served as elected president of
the 35,000 Illinois State Bar Association state
wide organization a few short years ago, we had
John Locallo in that role, soon to be followed
by Rick Felice and soon Umberto Davi. And
Bisceglia followed in the footsteps of five others: Mike Coccia, Larry Pusateri, Ralph Gabric,
Leonard Amari and Cheryl Niro. All but two
past Justinian presidents (Cook or DuPage).
We impact.
I also see the great camaraderie and genuine
warmth of the members at events, obviously
these being familial relationships, not to mention mentor-protégé relationships, all of which
span careers, generations.
A wonderful annual swearing-in of a wonderful professional, supportive, meaningful and
President Garofalo with immediate past Presi- significant ethnic society.
dent Amari O’Dell

Presidents Message, continued from page 1

Golf Outing Report
By: Christina Ranallo
The 2012 Justinian Society Golf Outing,
held at the Bloomingdale Golf Club, proved
to be another successful event. The weather
was beautiful, the turnout was tremendous and
all of those who volunteered their time, both
Justinians and non-Justinians, were fantastic.
There was over 80 golfers and approximately
100 attendees at dinner.
While the Golf Outing has been held at that
Bloomingdale Golf Club for several years now,
the staff of the Bloomingdale Golf Club treats
us like royalty! Not only did our golfers enjoy
a great course, we enjoyed a great lunch and an
outstanding pig roast dinner! No one was ever
at a loss for refreshments or food or a good time
with friends and family.
This outing could not have been a success
without the great golf committee which included
Sam Tornatore, Richard Caldarazzo, Vince
Vidmer, Lou Siracusano and of course, President Gregg A. Garofalo. In addition to the golf
committee, Nina Vidmer and Grace Vidmer did
an outstanding job coordinating on the weeks
leading up to the event and on the day of the
event.
With over 80 golfers, we couldn’t have been
happier. Some of the repeat foursomes include
groups organized by: Hon. Bruno Tassone, Sam
Orticelli, Louis Pavone, Bill Niro, Anthony
Farace, past President Katherine A. Amari,
Dom Fichera, Bill Davy, Dennis Sassan, and
Gina Rossi. In addition, we welcomed some
newer foursome faces like Secretary Michael
Bonmarte, Ron Bockstahler of Amata Law
Centers, Jason Garofalo, Colleen Sia Quinlisk
and Joe Mainolfi.
Several past presidents were in attendance
for golf and/or dinner including Katherine A.
Amari, Sam Tornatore, Franco Coladipietro,
John Locallo, Joe Locallo, and Antonio Romanucci.
We give thanks to all of the volunteers including Stephanie Sainsbury and Nick Koeppen from
President Gregg A. Garofalo’s office who raised
the most money from a par 3 hole in recent his-

Jennifer Pirok Haase and past
President Katherine Amari O'Dell
tory. We also give thanks to all of our generous
sponsors who made donations to specific holes
and sponsored holes. A special thank you to Sam
Tornatore for donating the cigars for the cigar
cart, and Romanucci & Blandin sponsorship of
the luncheon. I would be remiss if I failed to
thank those who drove the carts all day including Sam Tornatore, Nina Vidmer, Grace Vidmer
and President Gregg A. Garofalo.
After golf, we enjoyed drinks on the patio
until our pig roast feast was served and the
program began. Thanks to the hard work of the
entire Golf Outing Committee, we had some
amazing raffle prizes which were graciously
donated with proceeds being donated to the
Justinian Society Children’s Endowment Fund.
Prizes included gift certificates donated by the
Gibson Restaurant Group, Richard Caifano for
a gift certificate to Pavone’s Restaurant, Bud
Cataldo for a weekend stay at the Holiday Inn
Chicago Mart Plaza, Disa DiBuono for wine
and gift certificate to Tufano’s, Bruno Tassone
for Gibson’s gift card and Power Bilt Driver,
Robert Czernek for the beautiful leather golf
bag and of course Richard Caldarazzo for the
golf clubs. We would also like to extend a thank
you to the Renaissance Hotel for donating a
one-night stay and continental breakfast.
This year’s winning foursome consisted of
Dominic Fichera, the Honorable Judge William
Maddux, Mike Miller and Kevin O’Reilly. The
winners of the closest to the pin challenge consisted of Bill Weldon, Jim
Griffin and John Orticelli.
Great job on a fantastic event!

Photo left:  
From left, attorneys from Amari &
Locallo: Dan Lynch, Joseph F. Locallo III, Anthony Farace and Joseph
Locallo, Jr.

Lastly, in an effort to try and be more
environmentally conscious we have jumped
on the digital wave and changed our Installation and Awards Dinner ad books to a digital
format.
This year the choice for the recipient
of the Award of Excellence was easy. Hon.
Franco A. Coladipietro. This award is given
to an individual who has proven leadership
and has improved the condition and image of
Italian Americans. Mr. Coladipietro has dedicated much of his legal career to the Justinian
Society, the Illinois State Bar Association and
to the people of the State of Illinois. As a past
chair of the Young Lawyers Division of the
Illinois State Bar Association, Mr. Coladipietro
helped create the Children’s Assistance Fund
which has gone on to raise over $150,000 for
children’s waiting rooms in courthouses and
children’s programs all over the State of Illinois.
As a past president of the Justinian Society, Mr.
Coladipietro helped organize the charitable arm
of the Justinian Society. As the representative
of the 45th District of the State of Illinois, Mr.
Coladipietro continues to dedicate his life to
the people of the State of Illinois. During all
of this time, Mr. Coladipietro has continued to
work in the Law Offices of Amari & Locallo,
where he is a partner.
Dominic DiFrisco has spent his life
promoting the rich cultural heritage of ItalianAmericans. Mr. DiFrisco, a past chairman of the
board of Our Lady of Pompeii Shrine, founding
member of the Italian American Human Relations Foundation, and president emeritus of the
Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans,
continues to dedicate his life to betterment
of Italian-Americans. Mr. DiFrisco currently
holds the position of Senior Consultant at the
Edelman Public Relations Worldwide, the
leading independent global public relations
firm.
Year after year after year, there are so
many Justinian Society members that continue
to give their time and/or their money in support of the Justinian Society, and four of those
individuals, Richard Caifano, Hon. Gloria
Coco, Hon. Bruno Tassone and Sam Tornatore,
will be receiving Presidential Service Awards.
While this award could go to so many different people, each of these four individuals has
shown during my involvement in the Justinian
Society a relentless dedication to the Justinian
Society. I ask that everyone take note of these
very deserving individuals this year and in the
years to come.
On behalf of your officers and the entire
executive committee, I want to thank you for
your continued support. We all look forward
to seeing everyone at the dinner meetings and
all the other events planned for this year, and
I thank you for giving me the honor to serve
as your president this year.
- Gregg A. Garofalo, President
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Justinian Society Fishing Trip Report
By: Vince Oppedisano

After a fouryear hiatus, the
Justinian Society
of Lawyers visited
Tetu Island Lodge
in the wilderness
of Ontario, near
the town of Minaki, Canada, in
continuing its
Justinian Society
Father-Son fishing trip tradition.
Leonard Amari coordinated the details of
the four-day getaway. As usual, the preparation led to a smooth and relaxing trip for
all who attended. This was the third time
my father Ron and I made the trip. We look
forward to the excursion each time, and once
again we were not disappointed. This was, I
understand, the 8th or so annual trip – interrupted the last several years. Mr. Amari has
already laid the foundation for next year’s
trip (6.23.13 to 6.26.13).
The group arrived at O’Hare Airport bright
and early on Tuesday, June 26. We all had
a chance to re-new acquaintances and meet
the new faces to the trip. Attending this year
were past participants Leonard Amari and
son-in-law Jason O’Dell; Leonard DeFranco;
Umberto Davi; Marvin Keeling; Antonio Romanucci and son Jonathan; Donald Schiller
and son Eric; Joseph Locallo Jr. and son Joe
III; John Sagan and son Charlie; Barry Schatz
and son Jonathan; and Jim DeSanto and sons
Jimmy and John. The first-timers were Jim
DeSanto and sons, Jimmy and John; Anthony
Farace and son, Jimmy (the youngest participant at age 14); Richard Caldarazzo and son
R.J. (whose photography beautifully captured
the entire trip); Louis Cairo (donator of the
Justinian t-shirts) and father Louis, Sr. (the
oldest fisherman – and voted most popular
at age 84 – out of all 55); Steve Phillips
(donator of the Justinian baseball caps) and
sons Stephen and Michael; Jim Hynes and
son Nick; Bob Knabe and son Mile; Allan
Masters and son Michael; and Sam Segvich
and son Blake.
Next for the group was a short flight to
Winnipeg, Manitoba, after which the group
had lunch, at leisure, at a Navy Pier-like
tourist facility in central Winnipeg called The
Forks. After a three-hour bus ride of building
anticipation, the Justinians finally arrived at
their final destination—the Tetu lodge. The
sun stays up past 10:00 p.m. at Tetu in the
summer months, so the group had plenty of
time to relax and enjoy our first evening in
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the beautiful Canadian outdoors.
For this year’s trip, the Justinians made a
switch in accommodations from Birch Island
Resort to Tetu Island Lodge. The rooms were
incredibly comfortable; well above what
would typically be imagined for a “fishing
cabin.” The service provided by the lodge’s
staff, from the cooks and servers to owner Ed
Henn and his lovely wife, Kathy, was second
to none. They put forth great effort to ensure
that the group left any worries in Chicago
and enjoyed a true vacation getaway. They
accommodated every request, from night
fishing to very early morning departures for
the four fishermen who made the (14 hour)
trip by motor vehicle.
Wednesday and Thursday were very fishingintensive. After delivery of a morning cup of
fresh coffee on the porch of each cabin and
then breakfast prepared by the lodge staff, the
fathers and sons headed out on the water. With
guidance from the friendly and knowledgeable
fishing guides, as well as great boats with
high seat backs and large motors and state
of the art fishing equipment supplied to all
by the lodge, the fishermen focused almost
exclusively on catching walleye and northerns
(aka “snakes”) in the morning hours. The
entire group reconvened around noon for the
delicious shore lunch. As usual, there was no
shortage of the main entrée as the group had
no problem catching their day’s limit of fish.
Of course, the fishing tales were swapped in
hyperbolic proportions over blackened and
beer battered and/or baked walleye.
After the same lunch, many of the fishermen went after the sport fish of their choice:
smallmouth bass, northern pike, or muskie.
It was a successful trip in that respect, as

several group members received awards for
some of the more impressive fish caught.
Charlie Sagan stole the show with the fish
of a lifetime—a 41-inch pike. The fishermen
returned to the resort in the early evening hours
in time for dinner at the lodge. After dinner,
many fishermen got some well-deserved sleep
while others stayed up for a game of pool or
more conversation and laughter. Although I
didn’t have the privilege of witnessing them
firsthand, several attendees reported that Rich
Caldarazzo’s evening stories could have been
part of an HBO stand-up comedy routine.
The Justinian fishing trip also provided
a valuable mentoring opportunity for the
younger participants. I have found the fishing
trips to be a great way to meet new friends,
connect with people, and learn from the advice and experiences of the knowledgeable
and equally respected senior attorneys on the
trip. It’s not often that law students like me
have the privilege of really getting to know
several experienced attorneys in a close-knit
setting over a four-day period. The lawyers
mentor the law students on the practice of law,
the law students advise the college students
who are interested in going to law school, and
the college kids tell the youngest attendees
how much fun they have to look forward to
(e.g. Jon Romanucci, finishing his first year
at Indiana, telling Blake Segvich, an entering
freshman, what do expect). The trip provides
a natural means for establishing long-term
mentoring relationships.
Thank you to all who helped in organizing this
year’s trip and it was a pleasure spending time
with all who attended. Next year’s trip promises
to be equally relaxing and rewarding.

GONE FISHING
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Law School Update

Honore
Nella Legge

By: Deanna M. Cairo
Juris Doctorate Candidate ‘14
With the fall semester quickly approaching, it seems appropriate to share
the success of The John Marshall Law
School Justinian Society’s accomplishments and events that have occurred in the
past seven months. The student members
of the Justinian Society continue to make
our Justinian family proud in their many
accomplishments so far this year.
Congratulations to all of the Justinian
students on their achievements this year.
Some achievements include: Lisa Sterba
made the Dean’s List for the Spring 2012
semester and is a law clerk at Corboy &
Demetrio. Katharine Barnes became a
member of the 2012 Moot Court Honors
Council and is a law clerk at Conway Law
Offices. Alex Norlander has been appointed
as the Executive Business Editor of the John
Marshall Journal of Computer and Information Law (JCIL). Luke Keller wrote for law
review and received the Justinian Society,
Dean Herzog, and Continuing Student
scholarships for this fall and is a summer
associate at Odelson & Sterk. Luke Wiley
is a member of the Trial Advocacy and
Dispute Resolution Honors Council, Trial
Advocacy Team and Alternative Dispute
Resolution team. Vince Oppedisano was
awarded the Lupel & Amari Scholarship
and is currently a staff editor for The John
Marshall Law Review.
I would also like to congratulate the
first semester 1Ls in Mr. Leonard Amari’s
Mentoring Program on finishing their first
semester of law school. Completing the first
semester of law school is a great accomplishment and we continue to wish all of them the
best of luck on their journey to becoming
attorneys. The Mentoring Program would
also like to welcome all incoming JMLS
students who will be joining the Mentoring
Program this fall. The Mentoring Program is
a wonderful program lead by Mr. Leonard
Amari. The Program gives “at risk” students
the opportunity to attend law school and
prove that they have what it takes to succeed.
This year’s co-chairs are JMLS students Lily
Strumwasser and David Latarski, along with
several 2Ls and 3Ls who devote their time
to mentoring incoming law students through
their first semester of law school.
This past spring The JMLS Justinian Society Chapter had some great events worth
mentioning. This past April the Justinian
Society had their Nomination of Officers at
Monastero’s Ristorante followed by a social
event at Rebel Bar in Wrigleyville for all
members and non-members to get together
and enjoy each other’s company. The JMLS
Chapter also had their annual Meatball Madness Competition, where Justinians show off
their cooking skills by whipping up their best
meatball recipes for all to share. This event
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From left: Ally Spear, Anthony Pasquini, Leonard
Cannata, Jenna Spear, Disa DiBuono, Deanna
Cairo and Luke Keller.
is a great chance for students, board members, and
all else interested, to get to know one another by
doing what Italian-Americans do best: EAT!
We cannot forget to update all of you on the
completion of The John Marshall Law School’s
renovations! Renovations were completed this summer and now JMLS can be easily seen from State
Street, with its brand new entrance, lounge, and
café. With the renovations completed, State Street
city walkers can see JMLS students devoting their
time to studying while enjoying the new student
lounge and café.
Congratulations to many of our mentoring group
graduates and present participants upon being appointed by President Leonard Amari to the Student
Affairs Committee of The John Marshall Law School
Board of Trustees, including: Louis Cairo, Jr., Lily
Strumwasser, Anthony Pasquini, David Latarski,
Tanya Sinclair and Matt Kellam.
The Justinian Society has had a great year so far
and is looking forward to another great year and many
more to come! Good luck to all those 1L students
starting school this fall and those returning, keep
making our Justinian family proud!

Two of our co-chairs, Lily Strumwasser and David
Latarski.

How about being the first on
your block to receive a Justinian
desk flag by writing a check to
the Justinian Scholarship Fund
in the amount of $200, or more?
With the sad condition of the
economy, law students, especially folks from our community,
are more in need of scholarship
monies than ever. The Justinian
Society, in fact, our ethnicity,
is known for its generosity and
concern for others.
Won’t you write your $200 check
today to the Justinian Society
Scholarship Fund? Send it to the
Newsletter editor at our Justinian Headquarters, 734 N. Wells
St., Chicago, IL 60654. And you
will immediately receive in the
mail or by messenger, a mailing
tube containing your Justinian
desk flag.

Coladipietro, 2012 Award of Excellence Recipient:
“He’s the American dream”
[Editor’s note: This article is being reprinted
with permission from the Law Bulletin, written
by staff writer Bethany Krajelis]
Those familiar with the Illinois General Assembly know that patience goes a long way.
Whether it’s waiting for a committee meeting
to start or a bill to reach a floor vote, lawmakers and lobbyists are frequently forced to wait.
Luckily, Rep. Franco A. Coladipietro had an
appreciation for the art of waiting long before
he joined the legislature in 2007. It’s not much
of a surprise, given that his favorite hobby is
making wine.
Coladipietro, who also works as the managing partner of Amari & Locallo’s Bloomingdale
office, said wine-making has taught him the
importance of patience, a virtue that he says
has been useful in his legislative career.
“It’s still a work in progress,” he said of his
homemade red wine. “Every year, it tastes a
little better, and I learn a little bit more.”
Not only has his wine taught him a thing or
two, but his law partner said it’s pretty tasty
too.
Chicago attorney Leonard F. Amari said
Coladipietro is one of his favorite people, a
trusted partner and a respected legislator with
loads of personality and charisma.
“He’s the American dream, “ Amari said.
Coladipietro, 42, is the son of Italian immigrants. His father was a plasterer and his
mother was a seamstress before they settled
in Joliet.
From a young age, he said, he knew he wanted
to be a lawyer. Coladipietro even remembers
putting “lawyer” on the top of his “what I want
to be when I grow up” list in grade school.
“My parents came here with nothing and
gave me all the opportunities I’ve had,” he
said. “I’m a partner at a very well-respected law
firm and have a great family. I’ve always had
the feeling that being a lawmaker was a way
to give back my time and talent for everything
that I have had the opportunity to achieve.”
With the goal of practicing business law,

Coladipietro went to Northern
Illinois University, graduating
in 1990 with a degree in finance.
He earned his law degree in
1993 from The John Marshall
Law School.
During law school, Coladipietro worked at the Illinois
Office of the Special Deputy
Receiver, a quasi-governmental
agency that handles liquidations
of insurance companies.
He spent a few months in
private practice after graduation before he took a job
with Prudential Securities in
New York. He handled claims for
reimbursement that stemmed from a
multimillion-dollar settlement over
limited partnerships.
“It was a great experience, but I
knew it wasn’t really the career path I
wanted,” Coladipietro said.
He interviewed with a couple of
firms in New York and Chicago and in
1995, took a job with Amari & Locallo,
a Chicago law firm that specializes in
real estate tax assessments.
Coladipietro knew some of the firm’s
partners from the Justinian Society of
Lawyers, a bar association made up of the
state’s Italian-American lawyers. He is a past
president of the group.
Through his involvement in this group and
working with Amari, Coladipietro said his
lifelong interest in politics grew into an uncontrollable itch. In 2006, he decided to run for a
seat in the Illinois House of Representatives.
Despite being a newcomer to state politics,
Coladipietro successfully unseated Republican
incumbent Roger Jenisch in the primary. He
went on to win the House seat that represents the
45th District, which includes Bloomingdale.
“Winning that race really was a perfect
storm,” he said, noting that so many factors,
specifically the support from his law partners and
local politicians, contributed to his success.
Edward N. Levato, a partner at Levato & Kotche
in Hanover Park and the Bloomingdale Township supervisor, was one of the people
who helped Coladipietro campaign
for office.

“He was hard-working and willing to do what
was necessary to advance both his professional
and political career,” Levato said.
While he tried to do everything his political
advisers suggested, Levato said there as one
thing Coladipietro refused to do.
“They told him if he was serious, he needed to
change his name from Franco to Frank,” Levato
recalled. “He didn’t. He couldn’t be untrue to
his own name.”
He said Coladipietro’s “funny name” didn’t
seem to matter to the voters. He said they obviously cared more about his intelligence and
desire to help the community.
Levato, who lives in Coladipietro’s district,
said his state representative is always looking to
help his constituents. “He’s done a tremendous
job for the community,” Levato said. “He listens
and tries to help in whatever way he can. He
serves us well.”
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Fornelli Named IACC 2012 Humanitarian

By: Leonard F. Amari
The wonderful business organization of our
community, the Italian-American Chamber of
Commerce, has chosen one of the true leaders
of our legal profession, an outstanding leader
of our ethnic community, not to mention the
Chicagoland community at large, to be the
recipient of its prestigious and significant
Humanitarian of The Year Award – Anthony
J. Fornelli. Tony follows in the footsteps of
outstanding previous recipients such as our own
Joseph Bisceglia, past Justinian president like
Fornelli, who received this honor in 2011.
The Italian American chamber of Commerce
– Midwest (IACC) is a business association
founded in 1907 to provide services to the
Italian business community and to American
businesses oriented to the Italian market or
products. The Chamber’s primary goals are
promoting the member activities as well as
promoting trade relations between Italy and
the United States, with a particular focus on
the Midwest region of the United States.
In North America, the Chamber is part of
a group of 13 Italian Chambers located in the
major metropolitan areas in Canada, Mexico
and the United States. These Chambers have
been energized by the passing of NAFTA and
are ready to offer invaluable services and information to small and medium sized businesses
seeking trading partners or to establish joint
ventures.
Journalists are taught to write in the third
person and to never make the author a part
of the article. In this situation, because of the
great respect and admiration I have for Tony
Fornelli for all that he has meant in my life
professionally and socially, I apologize, but I
take the first person in writing this following
article:
Being involved in our Italian-American
community over the last 40 years I have come
to know and admire many of our leaders, but
none more so than Anthony J. Fornelli, who
at my first Jusinian luncheon (circa 1968) immediately overwhelmed me with his obvious
leadership abilities and wonderful charisma –
exuding a great inner strength. I looked at him
in awe, which has since turned into admiration,
affection and respect. Over the last four-plus
decades, Tony and I have become friends. He
has been a truly giving role model and mentor to me and to many younger lawyers and a
true leader of our legal organization and our
Italian-American community.
Tony went to high school at St. Ignatius College Prep, undergraduate at Loyola University
and law school at DePaul. When Dan Walker
was elected governor in the 1970s, because of
the support of the Italian-American community,
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Tony Fornelli (left) and Leonard Amari.
financial and otherwise, Tony was appointed to
a cabinet-level position as the director of the
Illinois Department of Financial Institutions,
the entity that regulates banks and other such
financial entities. He served in that position
with great distinction, being sure, whenever
possible, to spread that opportunity around to
other lawyers and worthy individuals in our
community. For example, a goodly handful
of us served as administrators and hearing
officers in disputes with regulated entities in
the department.
In 1984, Tony Fornelli was chosen by then
president Michael J. Pope to be the recipient
of the prestigious Justinian Society of Lawyers
Award of Excellence, joining other recipients
of the caliber of cardinal, governor, U.S. and
Illinois attorneys general, congressmen, Illinois
Supreme Court justice and the like.
From 1979 to 1996, Tony was unselfishly responsible for putting together Festa Italiana on
Chicago’s lakefront for the Chicago Amerital
Chapter of UNICO National at great personal
expense in terms of time and resources.
Tony served with great distinction as president of the Joint Civic Committee of ItalianAmericans in 1974-75 and was a major influence in this umbrella community organization
many years before and since.
Tony always had and continues to consider
himself first and foremost a lawyer and a Justinian though over the last decade or so things
of greater importance to our community have
taken most of his time and attention. It wasn’t
so many years ago, for example, that we were
about to lose our communication vehicle, Fra

Noi, our wonderful Italian-American community newspaper. Tony joined forces originally
with Paul Butera, Pasquale Caputo, Joseph
Gentile, Anthony Spina, Renato Turano, and
others to save Fra Noi, which now flourishes.
In the federal diennial census of the late 80’s,
when the only two U.S. congressmen to be redistricted out of office were Italian-Americans,
Congressmen Annunzio and Russo, Tony
Fornelli heard the call along with a handful of
others and was a founding board member of
the Italian American Political Coalition. As an
early president, Tony Fornelli took the IAPC to
even higher levels after the outstanding work
of his predecessor Bud Cataldo. Tony Fornelli
and Bud Cataldo continue to give generously of
their time and resources on the IAPC board.
A few short years ago, when the Scalabrini
Fathers decided to vacate the 17 acres of land
and buildings that served as its seminary in
Stone Park and decided to hand over its management to the Italian-American community,
Tony and others took the lead to transform this
precious resource into Casa Italia. Tony served
as chairman of Casa Italia in its early incarnation as the home of our ethnic community. He
is singularly responsible for the creation of
two monumental institutions at Casa Italia, the
Italian-American War Veterans Museum and
the Italian-American Commerce and Industry
Hall of Fame – both of which continue to be
successful because of Mr. Fornelli.
I don’t think I could name four or five other
men and women who have done more for our
community than Tony Fornelli. He has served,
especially to me, as a role model, mentor and
friend, and certainly one of the true leaders of
our community for well over four decades.
Tony will be presented this ICC honor
on September 24, 2012 at the Annual 105th
Gala and Awards dinner. For further information, to purchase tickets, etc., contact the
Italian-American Chamber of Commerce at
312-553-9137 or email (Fulvio Calcinardi at
fcalcinardi@iacc-chicago.com).

From left: Tony Fornelli, Judge Gloria Coco,
and Justice Moses Harrison.

Jayne Rizzo Reardon

Exec. Dir. of the Illinois Commission on Professionalism

By: Leonard F. Amari

Mid-year, 2009,
the Illinois Supreme
Court announced
the appointment of
Jayne (maiden name:
Rizzo) Reardon as
executive director of the Supreme
Court Commission
on Professionalism,
a body established
to improve civility
between and among
lawyers, their clients
and judges in Illinois.
Ms. Reardon, a University of Michigan Law
School graduate who is an experienced Illinois
lawyer and licensed to practice before the U.S.
Supreme Court, has served as deputy director of
the Commission since 2006, shortly after it was
established by the Supreme Court. During that
time, she has been a key formulator of policy
approved by the Commission and a facilitator
of quality continuing legal education in the area
of professional responsibility.
According to its mission statement, the purpose behind the Supreme Court Commission on
Professionalism is “to promote a professional
culture in which lawyers and judges embody
the ideals of our profession in service to their
clients, to the administration of justice and to
the public good.”
Supreme Court Justice Robert R. Thomas
initiated the concept of the Commission to
improve professionalism among lawyers and
judges, and the full Supreme Court established
the Commission in September 2005. Of course,
Justice Thomas is the second Italian-American
to serve on the Illinois Supreme Court, the
other being his predecessor, Justice Moses W.
Harrison II (his mother’s maiden name being
Darfado and both served as court Justice).When
Justice Thomas recommended its formation, he
described its mission in a more secular way: help
the profession return to the “days past when a
lawyer’s handshake meant something and a
lawyer’s word was his bond;” rid the profession of “activities that sometime degenerate
into a Rambo-style, win-at-all cost attitude by
attorneys.”
The Commission works with Illinois law
schools in the development and presentation
of professionalism programs for new law student orientation programs. It has arranged for
Supreme Court and Appellate Court justices
to give remarks to these entering law students
and has enlisted practitioners to discuss professionalism issues with law students, encouraging them to begin their law career with an eye
toward civility and professionalism. At these
gatherings with new students, the justices also
administer a Pledge of Professionalism.

The Commission also promotes awareness
among lawyers of their professional responsibility to provide services in the public interest
without compensation, pro bono publico services.
The Commission has achieved its goals with
limited staff and budget. No taxpayer dollars are
involved. The Commission is funded by a small
portion of the annual registration and licensing
fees paid by Illinois attorneys.
Ms. Reardon believes one of the challenges
in building civility in the legal culture is to remind lawyers-and the public-that lawyers have
multiple roles and, hence, many responsibilities
and many opportunities for affecting people in
and out of the profession.
Before receiving her Juris Doctor from the
University of Michigan Law School in 1983,
Ms. Reardon earned her B.A. in Government
and Urban Studies from the University of Notre
Dame.
She began her legal career with Wildman,
Harrold, Allen & Dixon, where she was involved
in all aspects of commercial and tort litigation,
including trial and major appellate work. She also
served on the firm’s Recruiting Committee and
Employee Assistance Advisory Committee.
From 1990 to 1996, Ms. Reardon handled
product liability, employment, commercial and
medical malpractice litigation matters at Kelley,
Drye & Warren.
She was Review Board counsel at the Attorney
Registration and Disciplinary Commission from
1996 to 2006, when she joined the Commission
on Professionalism.
Proud of her Italian (Sicilian!) ancestry, Jayne
writes: “My 89 year old father, Paul Rizzo,
led a family reunion of sorts to the native land
of Sicily this summer. Including children and
grandchildren, 27 Rizzos spent a week touring
the island, spending special time in the area
outside of Trapani where Paul’s parents, Crispino Rizzo and Vincenza Spada were born. We
visited the now run down stone edifice marking
a Spada farmhouse, smelling the pepper tree,
noting the fields of artichokes, and taking many
photos. There was a poignant lunch where Paul
connected with a Spada third – maybe fourth
– cousin in a restaurant in Erice. It was a trip
of a lifetime, and one we will all treasure. My
dad’s family came from nothing and when we
were growing up, he did not share much of his
Italian heritage, living out the ‘assimilate to
obtain the American dream mentality.’ Now
toward the end of his life, he is re-visiting that
approach and his roots, and I am so grateful to
be taken along for the trip!”
Another example of the best our community
has to offer.

Middle Class
An Opinion Piece
By: Dominic R. Fichera

Some time ago I
wrote an article lamenting the increase
of more than 5 million people joining
the ranks of the poor
from the year 2000
to the year 2004. I
concluded that the 5
million didn’t come
from the ranks of
the rich but from the
ranks of the middle
class.
I also opined that the loss of the middle class
was a harbinger of a worsening future as it relates
to social, economic and political unrest.
I suggested that the middle class was a necessary ingredient as it acted as a physical and
psychological buffer between the rich and the
poor. A physical buffer because the middle class
had in recent history been the largest segment of
our society, and a psychological buffer because
the poor could strive to reach the middle class.
When the poor realize these buffers are eroding, the poor become restless and are prone to
react. Historically these reactions took the form
of demonstrations and in some cases revolutions.
In my last article I used the example of the
French Revolution. There are of course many
examples through history of the poor saying
in essence, enough is enough. Presently, the
reaction of the poor to their present status has
become universal in nature. We have unrest in
places like the Middle East in the form of demonstrations and armed revolution in places like
Yemen, Egypt, Libya, Bahrain, Jordan, Syria,
and Tunisia.
The frustrations of the poor and middle class
have shown itself in places like Italy, Greece,
and other European countries.
In the United States we have the “Tea Baggers”
and the “Occupiers” demonstrating and making
themselves heard. The “Tea Baggers” and the
“Occupiers” may not sound the same, but their
actions emanated from the same frustrations.
Until we address that which is reducing the
numbers of the middle class, things will not
get better. There are factions that are committed
to shrinking the middle class, and until these
factions are properly dealt with the middle
class will continue to shrink, the number of
poor will increase and their frustrations will
continue to fester.
If you recall during the French Revolution
Marie Antoinette, when told the poor had no
bread to eat, she suggested the poor should “eat
cake.” The poor decided they would rather have
a revolution than cake.
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Justinians Participate in NATO Summit Reception
By: Katherine Amari O’Dell
On Saturday,
May 19, at Lewis
Tower of Loyola
University our
community, led
primarily by leading members of our
Justinian Society,
hosted a reception of the Italian
delegation to the
NATO Summit
including, special
guest, the Honorable Mario Monti,
Prime Minister of
Italy, and the honorable Claudio Bisogniero,
Ambassador of Italy to the United States, and
the entire Italian delegation to NATO Summit. It was an extraordinarily high-line event,
catered wonderfully by the Stefani Restaurant
Group and, as mentioned, hosted primarily by
Justinians, representing both the society and the
Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans,
including: Michael Carbonargi, Leonard Amari,
Antonio Romanucci, Robert Allegrini, Patrick
Arbor, Alderman Robert Fioretti, and Charles
Bernardini.
How this group came together to host such
a dignified event for such significant visitors
to this country is an example of networking
among the leaders of our community-what we
can accomplish as a community when we work
together.
Let’s go back to the beginning to see how
it all came about. Lori Healy, before she was
appointed by Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel,
while employed with the John Buck Company,
served on the finance committee for the election
of Michael Cabonargi in the Democratic primary
to the Cook County Board of Review along with
prominent Justinians, past presidents, Antonio
Romanucci and Leonard Amari. Probably as a
result of that relationship on this committee,
and once appointed to chair the G8 and NATO
Summits, Ms. Healy reached out to all of the
various ethnic communities seeking the hosting
of events for all of the NATO participants from
all over the world. Of course, she had to look no
further than Romanucci, Carbonargi, and Amari
as leaders of the Italian community, asking
them to coordinate the effort and to handle to
conclusion. Antonio Romanucci, who so ably
serves as President of Joint Civic Community
of Italian Americans, the hub organization of the
70 or so, clubs and societies of our community
and appropriately, suggested that we include our
pal, Consul General of Italy Alessandro Motta
in the planning process.
At that point, the four gentlemen met for lunch
to discuss what was to be done and who else
should be involved. Other names immediately
came to the forefront, including Charles Bernardini, prominent Chicago Italian American
attorney. Chuck then suggested, and also ap-
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propriately, Bob Allegrini, vice president of the
Hilton Hotel chain, to be included in the planning
process, as well as and also appropriately, 2nd
Ward Alderman Robert Fioretti.
Once the committee-in-formation was put
together, the next step was to plan the date and
location in anticipation of seeing who from
Italy would come to Chicago for NATO directly
from, as it turned out, the G-8 Summit at Camp
David hosted by President Barack Obama. Because this was expected to be a crazy time in
Chicago, with protestors, visitors, a Cubs/Sox
game at Wrigley and so much going on that
weekend, a venue close to where the delegation
was staying was the best idea possible. This led
to the invitation of Patrick Arbor, prominent
Italian-American businessman, to be included,
because of his involvement with the University
of Loyola at Chicago, being a member of its
Board of Regents and especially because of the
Loyola location, across the street from where
the delegation was staying. Conversations led
to the inclusion of Father John Costello, SJ,
administrative aide to Father Michael Garanzini,
SJ, President of Loyola, to host the delegation
at their beautiful facility, the Lewis Tower at
111 East Pearson Street. Father Garanzini, SJ,
warmly welcomed to Loyola University, the
delegation, distinguished guests and the Prime
Minister. Also, the event was greatly aided by
the kind attentions of Father Stefano Del Bove,
SJ, another Jesuit assigned to the university from
the Italian province.
Through the various contacts of this group
of leaders, Andrew Jascula of Jascula, Terman
& Associates, a highly regarded and successful
public affairs and event management firm, was
enlisted to be of assistance-pro bono. Next was
the inclusion of Phil Stefani and his wonderful
company in donating the delicious and very
high-line catering to the event-also pro bono.
Invited to the event, selectively, were most of
the leaders of our community, approximately
200 in all were invited and almost all invitees
participated.

Antonio M. Romanucci (right), a partner
in the Chicago injury firm of Romanucci &
Blandin, LLC, and president of the Joint Civic
Committee of Italian Americans, with
Chicago 2nd Ward Alderman Robert Fioretti,
and John G. Locallo (center), past president
of the Illinois State Bar Association.

Antonio M. Romanucci (right), and lawyer
Michael M. Cabonargi (left), hosted a reception to honor Italian Prime Minister Mario
Monti (center) and the Italian delegation to
the NATO summit on Saturday, May 19, at
Loyola University’s Lewis Tower, Regent’s
Hall, in downtown Chicago. Some 300 people
attended the event.
In attendance, besides those that served on this
committee, were the heads of just about every
Italian organization in the Chicagoland area as
well as prominent elected politicians, including
the Governor Patrick Quinn, a handful of state
legislatures (House and Senate), Cook County
Board President Tony Preckwinkle, among other
dignitaries. Public relations, announcements,
press releases, and the like, were handled by
adjunct committee member Dominic DiFrisco
and coordinated by committee member Robert
Allegrini.
The event went off without a hitch, the venue
sparkling, the food and service raved about,
the music delightful, the honored guests were
overwhelmed in the effort, and our community
was complimented as the best reception of all of
the ethnic groups by Chairman Healy. Well over
ten thousand dollars was raised and contributed
to a relief fund for the earthquake victims in
Piedmont (which occurred the same day as the
reception, unfortunately). And this committee,
and our community, demonstrated what can
be accomplished with the coordination and
talent of those involved and the participation
of various segments of our Italian-American
community. We can all be proud for this effort
and the result. 		
This is a lesson for all of us as to what can
be accomplished utilizing our talents, abilities,
and networking opportunities available in the
Italian-American Chicagoland area. Congratulations to everybody involved. You made us proud
that evening.

The JCCIA

The hub organization of all of the societies and
clubs in our Italian-American community
By: Vincent R. Vidmer
We read often in
these pages of the
Justinian Society
Newsletter, certainly in Fra Noi, our
monthly ethnic publication, of the Joint
Civic Committee of
Italian Americans.
Many of us have
been involved in the JCCIA for years and, of
course, our wonderful past president of the
Justinian Society and highly respected community leader, Antonio Romanucci, presently
serves as the president of this outstanding and
hardworking organization whose only agenda is
to improve the condition of Italian Americans in
the Chicagoland area. The newsletter committee
of the Justinian Society thought it would be a
good idea, especially for our younger and newer
members, to introduce the JCCIA in these pages
with a little history.
Vital Statistics
Today the JCCIA is comprised of over 70
Italian-American affiliated organizations that are
the vital component of our umbrella. Without
them there would be no umbrella organization
maintaining the unity of the Italian-Americans
in Chicago. All of these organizations are very
important to us and we thank them.
The JCCIA is guided by president Antonio
Romanucci, Executive Director Jo Ann Serpico, 1st Vice President Joseph Rago, 2nd Vice
President Mauro Glorioso, 3rd Vice President
Christine Cerami, Treasurer Eugene Renda,
Secretary Angela Rinaldi, Sergeant At Arms,
Ralph Imbrogno, President Emeritus Dominic
DiFrisco, Legal Advisor Joseph Gagliardo,
Historian Angela Petrone, Chaplain Claudio
Holzer.
Who They Are and What They Do
The Joint Civic Committee of ItalianAmericans (JCCIA) is an independent nonprofit association dedicated to preserving Italian
American heritage and providing a unified voice
for metropolitan Chicago’s Italian-American
community. The JCCIA was founded in 1952
by a group of dedicated Italian American leaders. The JCCIA serves as a congress for more
than 70 Italian American organizations, as
well as a clearinghouse for information about
the Chicago area Italian American community.
Actively working alongside the JCCIA are its
three divisions – The Women’s Division, West
Suburban Women’s Division and Young Professionals Division.
For more infomation, visit www.jccia.com.

Community Safety
Forum Takes to
Chicago Airwaves
The safety of our community is a multifactorial subject that presents different challenges to different people in different ways.
Now a television series entitled Community
Safety Forum is taking to the airways produced
by the Chicago personal injury firm of Morici,
Figlioli & Associates, says its producer Jenna T.
Buechel, Marketing Director of the firm. “Each
episode of the series focuses on a particular
aspect of community safety,” she said. The talk
show format features interviews with various
safety experts including doctors, engineers and
social scientists discussing safety hazards and
the procedures for protecting against them.
The show’s host is James J. Morici Jr., the
managing partner of Morici, Figlioli & Associates and a Past President of the Justinian
Society of Lawyers. When asked about the
series, Morici said “MFA is producing this series
as a public service to the residents of Chicago
and the surrounding communities. Community
Safety Forum was developed to help create an
awareness of common safety hazards and is a
compliment to my work as a trial attorney over
the last 30 years.” Morici went on to say that his
experiences in literally thousands of personal
injury cases has made him “uniquely aware of
potential dangers existing in our society and
how members of our community can best protect
themselves against them.”
The premier show aired on Chicago’s CANTV, Channel 21 in July and was replayed
several times. The 12 episode series will run
throughout the fall and winter months. The
initial show focused on consumer product safety
and featured a well-known Chicago products
safety engineer. The episode focused on the
hazards common household items can present
including baby cribs, lawnmowers, ladders, and
automatic electric garage door openers. During
the interview, issues concerning the Consumer
Products Safety Commission and the evolution
of the field of product safety over the last several
decades were discussed.
Other episodes include a discussions of traffic
safety hazards and the dangers of driving while
texting featuring a well known Chicago safe
driving expert, the protection of infants and
toddlers by a leading Chicago pediatrician, a
board-certified internal medicine physician will
discuss the protection of one’s health through
lifestyle changes and a noted construction site
safety expert will discuss fall protection, scaffolds and the need for adequate supervision.
[Editor’s Note: Morici, Figlioli & Associates is
in its 15th year of representing Chicago’s most
seriously injured and takes pride in continuing to
help educate the community on how to live safer
lives. Excerpts from the series can be found on the
firm’s website at www.MoriciFiglioli.com.]

Joseph Gagliardo:
Leader Stresses Service

[Editor’s note: The following article appeared
in the Tuesday, July 24, 2012 edition of the
Chicago Daily Law Bulletin written by senior
staff writer John Flynn Rooney, published here
in its entirety, with permission]

Joe and Jennifer Gagliardo
While growing up and even as a young lawyer, Joseph M. Gagliardo worked in his parents
small grocery store in Chicago’s Wrigleyville
neighborhood.
Gagliardo, managing partner of Laner,
Muchin, Dombrow, Becker, Levin & Tominberg
Ltd. Since 2005, said his parents stressed treating
people with dignity and respect. He called the
store very service-oriented.
“Those concepts have helped me as a lawyer
because with a blue-collar background, I’m
able to relate to people at all levels,” he said.
“Our goal is to get the client great results and to
make sure the client is happy with the services
we provide.”
Laner, Muchin lawyers handle labor and
employment matters both in the public and
private sectors, he said. The firm, which opened
in 1945, now consists of 41 lawyers – including 26 partners, six paralegals and 14 support
staffers.
Carl S. Tominberg, a Laner, Muchin partner,
said he met Gagliardo 30 years ago when Tominberg represented the city of Chicago in labor
negotiations with its police and fire departments.
At that time, Gagliardo served as first deputy
corporation counsel for the city.
Tominberg said he recruited Gagliardo for
Continued on page 15
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Gagliardo, continued from page 15
Laner, Muchin because he’s an outstanding
lawyer “and probably the kind of guy most firms
would want to have as a partner.”
Gagliardo “has the ability to see problems
from both sides, which is really important when
you’re trying to resolve labor matters,” he said.
“He just had the knack for being able to gain
the respect of both (sides) he’s working with”
including the adversaries.
Laner, Muchin’s clients include the state of
Illinois, the city of Chicago and Donald Trump
and the Trump Organization.
Gagliardo also serves as chairman of Laner,
Muchin’s litigation department.
The firm includes a traditional labor group,
an employee benefit group and a business integration unit, Gagliardo said. That unit focuses
on advising clients on immigration issues and
helping clients move key personnel to the U.S.,
he said.
Laner, Muchin lawyers commit to recruiting
client phone calls within two hours, he said.
“We’re very service-driven,” he said. “As part
of that service, the goal is to return client calls
as quickly as possible, but certainly within two
hours.”
Laner, Muchin plans to increase its business
with both existing and prospective clients, he
said. The firm stresses what it calls work-place
intelligence based on its years of experience,
understanding of the law and the realities of
the work place.
“We try to roll those up into one package in
terms of providing practical advice to clients
that not only solves their problems today but
also protects them going forward,” he said.
Gagliardo said as managing partner he makes
himself available to the partners when dealing
with serious issues and usually discusses those
matters with them before formal meetings. He
also serves as chairman of Laner, Muchin’s
five-member executive committee.
Tominberg said, “When you have a firm full
of egos, you need someone who can deal with
those egos.”
Gagliardo “knows how to deal with people,”
he said. “I’ve never seen anybody better at
it.”
Gagliardo said he tries to lead by example.
“So, from a work standpoint, I don’t ask
people to do things I would not do myself,” he
said. “If there’s an emergency matter, I stay and
work side-by-side with the lawyers, whether it
be nights, weekends or both.”
John F. Schomberg, general counsel in the
office of Gov. Patrick J. Quinn, said Gagliardo
handles litigation for the state arising out of
collective bargaining agreements and appears
before the Illinois Labor Relations Board on the
state’s behalf.
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Gattuso Awarded

Joe Gagliardo, left, and Mauro Glorioso.
“He has an incredible knowledge base both
in the law and in his experience representing
public entities,” he said.
“He and his law firm are always accessible. He
makes himself personally accessible, (including
on) nights, weekends and holidays.”
Schomberg also called Gagliardo down-toearth.
“You wouldn’t know he’s one of the most
highly respected (labor) attorneys given how he
treats employees at all levels within the state.
He is a service-oriented attorney.”
Gagliardo said the main challenge facing
him as managing partner involves the sluggish
economy.
“When the economy is sluggish, it causes
employers to focus on controlling expenses,
which may affect the timing of when legal
services are provided,” he said.
So, Laner, Muchin provides alternative billing
arrangements, including flat fees, which “are a
way of controlling costs,” he said.
Gagliardo, a Chicago native, and his wife,
Jennifer, are the parents of three adult sons.
Gagliardo attended The John Marshall Law
School and graduated from there in 1977. After
joining the Illinois bar on Nov. 21, 1977,
Gagliardo opened a solo general practice near
Wrigley Field.
Nearly a year later, he joined the City of
Chicago’s Law Department.
“I went there with the idea of staying a couple
of years and moving on,” he said.
But he worked there for the next decade,
including a stint as first deputy corporation
counsel.
While with the corporation counsel’s office,
Gagliardo worked closely with Laner, Muchin
lawyers on labor and employment matters.
He joined Laner, Muchin as a partner in
1988.
“I was impressed with the firm’s level and
quality of service and I like the people,” he
said.
Tominberg said Gagliardo deals well with
people at all levels from sophisticated businessmen to police officers and firefighters.
Gagliardo “has a knack for dealing with every
type of person,” he said.

Anthony Gattuso, one of the newest members
of the Cook County State’s Attorney’s staff, has
been selected the 2012 recipient of the Elmer
C. Kissane Public Service Award. He is a proud
product of our Law School Justinian Society
Mentoring program.
The January 2012 graduate of The John Marshall Law School will receive a $5,000 award
after serving a year with the Cook County State’s
Attorney’s Office. He officially started with the
office on May 21, 2012.
“Nothing in my life has given me a stronger
sense of accomplishment than serving as an
attorney for the people of this state,” he said.
A 2009 graduate of Marquette University,
Gattuso began laying a foundation for his new
position as a Cook County state’s attorney
shortly after finishing his undergraduate degree.
He volunteered as a law clerk at the Maywood
courthouse and stayed until February 2012.
Once he got his 711 license as a third-year law
student, Gattuso litigated more than 30 bench
trials and motions, negotiated plea offers on
several misdemeanor cases and assisted in
preparing witnesses and exhibits for trial.
“I started working for the office before I began
my law school career because I knew I wanted
to be a Cook County state’s attorney,” he said.
Gattuso sees his role as helping “to right the
wrongs of the people that share my neighborhood. I want to make them all feel like they will
be safe.
“Through my efforts and interactions with
victims, witnesses and defendants, I see every
day how justice comes to life. I see victims get
the closure they have been waiting for. I see
witnesses proudly help their neighbors. And I
see defendants being held accountable for the
horrible acts they inflict on the community,”
Gattuso said.
The Westchester resident credits his father,
Paul Gattuso, owner of Paul’s Pizza, with
showing him how to treat others fairly and
with respect. Gattuso sees his dad and him as
both doing public service, because both make
a difference in the community.
Gattuso, the son of Paul and Angela Gattuso, graduated from Nazareth High School in
LaGrange Park. While at Marquette, he helped
found and continues to serve on the board of
directors of the Stephen Joseph Ryan Jr. Foundation: Guys Like Us, helping boys and young
men without fathers through mentoring and
grief counseling. In spring 2012, he completed
a one-year term as an executive committee
member of the Justinian Society of Lawyers of
Cook County.

A Lawyer with Style:
Matthew Thomas Dattilo

Casa Honors Executives

[Editor’s Note: Through the Jesuit connection, many of us
have come to be friends and admirers of Matthew Thomas
Dattilo, an outstanding lawyer and a graduate of Loyola
University (thus the Jesuit connection).
Though a young man, only 28 years old, Matt is making
his mark at a very young age in this legal and business
community. We rerun, with the approval of the wonderful
Olivia Clark, the editor of the Daily Law Bulletin, an article
that appeared in the most recent edition of Chicago Lawyer,
for the enjoyable reading of our membership.]
Matthew Thomas Dattilo, 28, serves as general counsel to
MAC One Midway LLC, the largest operator of food and
beverage concessions at Chicago’s Midway International
Airport. AS the company’s chief legal officer and a member
of the senior management team, Dattilo provides day-to-day
legal counsel and assists with the strategic positioning of the company.
1. What’s your favorite store to shop for work clothes?
De Louice Custom Tailor & Design, 1755 W. North Ave., in Wicker Park.
2. If you are meeting with a new client or have your first day in court or at a transactional meeting, what’s your favorite “power outfit?”
Navy blue pinstripe suit, crisp, white shirt (English spread collar, French cuff), purple
tie, white linen handkerchief squarely folded in the suit’s breast pocket.
3. What do you wear on weekends?
Jeans, a polo, and loafers sans socks. In the evening,
I’ll exchange the polo for a crisp English button-down
and a sport coat.
4. What’s your favorite brand of jeans?
Citizens of Humanity
5. Whose style do you admire?
Three men: my father, Tom Dattilo, an attorney who
taught me everything I know beginning with how to tie
a tie; Chicago Alderman Ed Burke, a true statesman;
and Bob Clifford, a lawyer’s lawyer.
6. What was the first expensive piece of clothing that
you purchased when you became a lawyer?
Navy blue Ermenegildo Zegna three-button suit.
7. What is your No. 1 style pet peeve?
“Pancake” collar – a dress shirt, when worn without a tie, that hasn’t been properly
starched flattens out and sinks below the lapels of the jacket.
8. Who is your favorite designer?
Ralph Lauren
9. What advice do you have for a lawyer trying to improve his or her professional
style?
Quality over quantity. Invest in a few high quality items that precisely fit your body
type and sense of style, as opposed to having a closet full of mediocre clothes that don’t
quite fit.
10. Why should lawyers care about their style?
A lawyer represents a client not only in words, but in presentation. Appearance, demeanor
and speech all make up aspects of that presentation. Since first impressions are often the
hardest to overcome, why not make sure that you look your best always?

By: Leonard Amari
As a result of the vision Tony Fornelli, past Justinian
president, one of the great men and career contributors
to the improvement of the Italian-American condition
in the Chicagoland area, and other Italian-American
community leaders, an Italian-American Executive Hall
of Fame has been established at Casa Italia. Several
years ago, Chairman Fornelli suggested to other committee members, Don Bono, Jack LaBrasca, Dominic
Sergi, Phyllis Muccianti, Josette Weber and Leonard
Amari, that it would be appropriate to have a place to
honor folks from our community who have distinguished
themselves in the commercial and industrial fields.
Tony’s words were “to honor them, to have a place
where people could come and see who and what ItalianAmericans have done over the years, role models, distinguished contributors to the community and society,
and those that have honored their Italian-American
ancestry with remarkable and successful careers in these
fields.”
Each year a lunch is held for purposes of the presentation of honors, usually in the late fall, at Casa Italia. A
portrait, rendered by gifted artist Don Bono, along with
a plaque of highlights of their careers, is unveiled at the
event for that year’s recipients. Over the years, this being
the 5th, we have honored wonderful folks in the field of
commerce and industry as well as, surprise, surprise,
lawyers from our community Justinians. The charter class
of recipients were Amadeo Pietro Giannini, posthumously,
the founder of the Bank of America, Patrick H. Arbor,
prominent banker and Jesuit activist, Richard P. Parrillo,
banker and insurance executive, Lido Anthony “Lee”
Iacocca, known to all of us. We’ve also honored attorney
Paul Davies, president of AON Reinsurance International
(pictured above), Gildo Mazzolin, Jerry Colangelo of
sports and Olympics fame, and Salvatore Balsamo,
nationally known successful individualist from the East
coast. We have honored the memory of the founding of
Turano Bakery, Mariano Turano, as well as the late Nello
Ferrara, businessman pioneer executive and attorney.
Successful businesswoman, Phyllis Muccianti, hotelier
and community leader, C.A. Bud Cataldo and this year,
Phil Stefani, restaurateur and prominent attorney Anne
Pramaggiore, president of Common Wealth Edison.
This year’s honorary luncheon will be held at Casa
Italia in Stone Park on October 26, 2012. For tickets,
contact any of the Justinians named in this article, or
the undersigned, or chairman of the committee, Tony
Fornelli.

Page 17

Lawyers Discover Dapper and
Distinguishing Look with Bow Ties
[Editor’s Note: This article, written by Pat
Milhizer, originally appeared in the Chicago
Daily Law Bulletin and is being reprinted here
with permission.]

Frank Sommario, Leonard Amari,
Joe Bisceglia, John Locallo, Umberto Davi and
Richard Felice.
The first time John G. Locallo tried to tie a
bow tie, it took an hour.
"The second time I did it, it took 59 minutes,"
he said. "But after a while, you get better."
These days, the Amari & Locallo partner is one
of several lawyers wearing bow ties. They like
the dapper and distinguished look that provides
a guaranteed conversation starter.
"Whether you're meeting clients or you're in
court or at a bar event, it's a nice icebreaker and
people seem to comment on it," said Locallo, who
helps businesses cut their property tax bills.
Locallo learned how to tie bow ties from
criminal defense attorney Vincent F. Cornelius,
who started regularly wearing them in 1999.
"It's a distinct look. It's a more sophisticated
look," Cornelius said.
"And I don't know that it suits everyone well.
And I don't know if I'm right or not, but I think
it suits me well. I think it's more my personality
than the traditional tie."
Apparently, many men agree as bow ties
became a trend in the last two years.
"It just continues to pick up month over
month. Our bow tie sales continue to grow,"
said Gregory L. Shugar, an attorney who runs
TheTieBar.com.
"Guys are looking to distinguish themselves
within the neckwear world. Bow ties — right
now you're just in the middle of the trend. You're
seeing different shapes, different materials. And
guys are just eating them up."
John P. Martin of Huck, Bouma P.C. in
Wheaton didn't jump on the trend. He's worn
a bow tie for the past 20 years. Three of every
four times he wears something around his neck,
it's a bow tie.

Page 18

"You can't spill soup on a bow tie," Martin
said. "I like the look and it was something different."
Martin's bow tie collection features at least 20
ties that he wears when meeting with his client
roster of real estate developers and companies
that buy and sell real estate.
"If it's a circumstance where I think a tie is
appropriate, I will generally wear a bow tie,"
Martin said.
Bow tie aficionados even started their own
club.
Professional negligence defense lawyer Donald J. Brown Jr. of Donohue, Brown, Mathewson
& Smyth LLC is a member of the Bow Tie
Society, which meets once a year at the Union
League Club.
"Sometimes you can feel either more dressed
or jaunty with the thing," Brown said.
"It's a distinguishing mark that's obviously identified. There have been instances where over the
years I go to black tie optional events, I don't
want to put on my tuxedo. So I just wear a bow
tie with a plain suit and it dresses you up."
But jurors never see Brown's bow ties.
"Certainly with a jury or any kind of trial, I
wouldn't do it because I think people have biases
sometimes that come out," Brown said.
"It's better not to be distinguishing yourself.
… People who try cases shouldn't wear flashy
jewelry. You don't want to call attention to
yourself unnecessarily. What's important is what
you say. You have to look professional, but you
don't have to put a red light on your head and
turn it on."
Cornelius agreed.
"You don't know how people see the bow tie
in the jury pool and how it will affect or impact
them. And I also will usually wear a traditional
tie when I'm in a jurisdiction where I don't
normally practice," he said.
Wearing bow ties certainly takes a little confidence.
Locallo started wearing them about a year
ago when he began his now-completed term as
president of the Illinois State Bar Association.
The tying process initially requires patience.
"It's kind of a house of cards. You pull on one
string and the whole thing falls apart. The
easiest way to practice is to tie it around your
knee and do that a few times and get used to
the technique.
"The hard part," Locallo joked, "is getting
the bow tie up your leg and up to your neck."

A Judge You Should Know:
Hon. Anthony A. Iosco
By: Leonard F. Amari
During 2011, Northern Illinois University
announced that this month’s subject, Judge Anthony A. Iosco, was appointed to the prestigious
position of Trustee, a member of the governing
board of this highly respected university and
law school. The press release set-out:
“Illinois Governor Pat Quinn has announced
that Anthony A. Iosco is one of four appointments to the governing board of Northern Illinois
University.
Iosco, a member of the NIU College of Law’s
first graduating class (1978), currently serves as
a judge in the Circuit Court of Cook County,
sitting in the Rolling Meadows courthouse,
the 3rd municipal district. Prior to his election
to the bench in 2000, Iosco spent nearly 20
years in private practice and in state and local
government in Chicago, e.g., as an assistant
attorney general for nearly four years, with the
Illinois Department of Professional Regulation
and the Illinois Department of Commerce and
Community Affairs.
He also has been an adjunct faculty member
at the highly respected John Marshall Law
School, and has taught classes for the NIU MBA
program and the NIU College of Engineering
and Engineering Technology.
Judge Iosco is an active member of the NIU
community, currently serving as President of
the NIU Alumni Association and as a member
of the NIU College of Law Alumni Council and
providing leadership and direction as a member
of the Board of Visitors. During the past year
alone, he has represented the university at
events in New York, Detroit, Boise, Idaho and
Phoenix.”
Of course, those of us who know Tony and
are familiar with his professional accomplishments and the esteem in which he is held in our
legal community, are not at all surprised with
this significant appointment in his distinguished
career. Of his fellow colleague during their earlier career positions in the office of the Illinois
Attorney General during the mid 1980s, past
President of the Justinian Society of (Italian)
Lawyers, Joseph F. Locallo, Jr., says: “Judge
Iosco’s whole career has been the pinnacle
of professionalism; he was always a diligent
lawyer and student of the law, who took those
quality characteristics to the bench. When we
worked together for years at the AG’s office,
Tony could always be relied upon. His diligence
and tenacity made him a tremendous asset to
that office – as the attorney for the people of
the State of Illinois.”
Continued on page 18

Iosco, continued from page 19
While Iosco was an Assistant Attorney General from 1983 to 1987, his responsibilities
included the investigation and litigation of civil
and criminal matters. This position entailed the
conduct of jury and non-jury trials, grand jury
proceedings and administrative proceedings
– including substantive matters in taxation,
financial fraud, health care, public utilities,
personal injury, civil rights, medical practice
and criminal.
Another significant step in Tony’s distinguished career was his service for a period
of years in the State of Illinois Department of
Professional Regulation as Chief of General
Prosecutions. In this role, he supervised and
directed a staff of seven attorneys in the statewide
investigation and the non-medical (business)
licensing and regulatory statutes administered
by that office.
Also, during the late 1980’s, Judge Iosco held
the position of Commercial Loan Attorney for
the State of Illinois Department of Commerce
and Community Affairs, where his responsibilities included the negotiation and preparation
of commercial and real estate loan documents,
including the negotiation and structuring of the
underlying collateral packages.
Tony also practiced general law over the
years with particular emphasis on mortgage,
real estate, criminal, traffic, personal injury
and bankruptcy matters. He was respected and
successful as a private attorney but, obviously,
was always called to work in the private sector,
usually, as this article clearly shows, being a
voice and watchdog for the general public.
These diverse and eclectic career experiences
as a lawyer over the years well prepared Iosco
for his ascending to the bench, when he was
elected from the 13th sub-circuit as a Circuit
Court Judge.
Iosco has also been an adjunct faculty member at the highly respected John Marshall Law
School in Chicago, a prolific author and lecturer,
is active in all the judge and lawyer organizations, and is a recognized leader in our ethnic
bar association, the Justinian Society.
Tony traces his Italian ancestry to Umbria.
His family came through Ellis Island in the early
1900s to the near north side Grand Avenue area,
the traditional neighborhood for immigrants
from Bari. His hobbies include scuba diving and
aviation. He is a resident of Elk Grove Village
with his lovely wife Debra, a special education
teacher.
Another example of the best our community
has to offer.

In the Spotlight: Charles R. Bernardini
By: Leonard F. Amari
Today we highlight the distinguished
career of prominent attorney Charles
R. Bernardini. Rarely has anything of
any consequence occurred in our ethnic
community without Chuck being in the
forefront, or participating as a statesman,
mentor, and advisor, be it politics, local
or statewide, cultural and/or social. A
recognized community leader, Chuck, in
addition to being a leading and successful attorney with the prominent Chicago
firm of Ungaretti & Harris, has always
From left, Joe Gagliardo, former Consul General
made time to work toward the improveEnrico Granara, and Charles Bernardini.
ment of our Italian American condition.
A second generation Italian American,
Chuck grew up in Streator, Illinois, and distinIn 2009, he was named by Governor Quinn as
guished himself as an undergraduate and then Chair of the Global Markets Committee of the
as a law student at the University of Illinois in Governor’s Economic Recovery Commission.
Champaign. After graduation from law school, This is another example of Chuck’s wonderful
he relocated to Chicago.
repertoire of accomplishments.
His first job after receiving his J.D. was as a
As one of the few lawyers in America who
legislative assistant to Bob Blair, the Republican is both fluent in written and spoken Italian and
Speaker of the Illinois House, on the same staff has lived and worked in a leadership role in
with a future governor of the state, Jim Edgar, Italy, Chuck represents Italian companies doing
as well as Wayne Andersen, who later became business in the U.S. and U.S. companies doing
a highly respected jurist.
business with Italy.
From there, Bernardini came to Chicago and
Chuck provided sound advice and shared his
volunteered in election law reform and inde- political experiences and his wisdom during
pendent politics and supported former Chicago the creation of the Italian American Political
Mayor Richard Daley for his first run as Cook Coalition, the political voice of our Italian
County State’s Attorney in 1980. Upon his American community. He played a significant
election, then State’s Attorney Daley appointed role in formulating its early agenda. A clear
Chuck to head the Election Division of that example of why he is referred to as a leader
office, no small appointment, which certainly and statesman.
reflects the great esteem in which Bernardini is
As a highly respected attorney and bar leader,
regarded in the Illinois legal community.
Bernardini has served as a role model in our
In 1986, he was elected on the Harold Justinian Society of (Italian) Lawyers.
Washington ticket to the Cook County Board
A strong supporter of our ethnic home in Stone
of Commissioners against the slated Regular Park, Casa Italia, Chuck has participated in all
Democratic candidate. Reelected to the County of its historical retreats, setting its mid to long
Board in 1990, he resigned in 1993 to take the range agenda, and working for its continued
position of Managing Director of the American success.
Chamber of Commerce in Milan, Italy. This was
As the only lawyer in Chicago who has served
a significant appointment to a signature event (honorably) on both the Chicago City Council
in Chuck Bernardini’s distinguished career.
and the Cook County Board, he also represents
“In 1993, when I resigned from the Cook clients who have dealings with city and county
County Board and a good job with Allstate government, in TIF, zoning, development, and
Insurance Company’s legal department, to take supplying products or services.
the position as Managing Director of the U.S.
Chuck’s passions are his children Alessandra
Chamber of Commerce affiliate in Italy, some and Carlo, his wife Patricia, the Italian language
people thought I was crazy. Others, especially and anything Italian.
leaders of our ethnic bar association, the Justinian
Chuck’s grandparents came to the USA around
Society of (Italian) Lawyers, encouraged me to 1900 from the Appenine mountains outside
go with my passion. I will always be grateful Bologna (nonno) and Piemonte (nonna).
to Leonard Amari and other senior Justinians
They met in the coal mining town of Cherry,
and friends like him, and will always encourage Illinois (Bureau County), where to this day
young Justinians to find their own passion and many people of Italian-American descent, from
follow it. It has worked out well for me.”
Emilia-Romagna and Piemonte, live.
In 1994, Bernardini was asked by Mayor
Another example of the best our community
Daley to return to Chicago and be appointed has to offer.
Alderman of the 43rd ward, and was re-elected
to a full term in 1995. He was very successful
in that position and was very respected and appreciated by his lakefront constituents.
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Elder Law Update:

Dementia and Alzheimer's: The Wistful Face of Elder Law Today
An Outline of 2012 Legislation and a Path to Legal Counseling
By: Anthony B. Ferraro

If your family member has dementia or
Alzheimer's, then they’re on a journey.
Hopefully, this Elder Law Update will help
you understand what lurks around the next
bend, especially pertaining to the new rules
for Medicaid.
News
The year 2012 has seen two major pieces of
legislation impact Illinois seniors, including
those with dementia and Alzheimer’s. First,
effective January 1, 2012, Illinois put into
affect the Federal Deficit Reduction Act of
2005, with retroactive effects to January 1,
2007. The scope of these rules was enormous
and impacted almost every aspect of Illinois
Medicaid relating to long-term care for seniors, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eligibility for medical assistance;
Income standards;
Treatment of trusts and annuities;
Provisions for the prevention of
spousal impoverishment;
Determination of exempt resources;
Mandatory spend down of resources;
Property transfers occurring on or after
January 1, 2007; and
The calculation of penalty periods associated with uncompensated transfers
by seniors.

This long list and its overwhelming effect
on Illinois seniors was not the end of the 2012
administrative rulemaking story. Read on.
On June 14, 2012, Gov. Quinn signed
certain amendments to the Illinois Public
Aid Statute in order to accomplish certain
objectives under Medicaid reform. On July
2, 2012, Emergency Administrative Rules
were put into effect and published for the
first time, and are scheduled to expire on
June 30, 2013. The effect of these rules puts
additional restrictions on eligibility requirements for Medicaid qualification, including:
•
•
•

A home held in trust may not be exempt for Medicaid purposes, as it has
in the past;
The home equity exemption was
reduced from $750,000 down to
$525,000;
Healthy spouses living at home are
permitted to keep assets of $109,560,
as opposed to the previously allowed
$113,640;
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•

•

•

•

•

The healthy spouse living at home is
permitted keep a monthly income of
$2,739, as opposed to the previously
allowed $2,841 ;
Spousal refusal (the community
spouse’s refusal to contribute to the
cost of care of the institutionalized
spouse) is not abolished, but the state
has expanded its ability to pursue the
institutionalized spouse's assignment
of support rights against the community spouse;
For a person that is disabled and 65 or
older, any transfers to a OBRA/Pooled
Payback Trust will be treated as a
transfer of assets for less than market
value, and thus penalized, unless such
person is a ward of the County Public
Guardian’s Office;
There is a new limitation on irrevocable prepaid burial arrangements
at $5,874, instead of the previous
$10,000 limit; and
The ability to ask for retroactive Medicaid qualification for the 90 days preceding the submission of the Medicaid
application has curtailed.

The First Steps in Legal Counseling
The best advice I can give seniors- especially those with dementia and Alzheimer’sis to take advantage of the ability to grant
decision-making authority. Without this
ability, in many cases, we are left seeking
relief from guardianship courts.
Assuming competency exists, obtaining
financial and health care powers of attorney,
and choosing the appropriate agent to handle
those affairs, is the first step. Also, make sure
that long-term care authorizations are built-in
to the POA’s.
[Editor’s Note: Anthony B. Ferraro of The
Law Offices of Anthony B. Ferraro, LLC. is an
Attorney and a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA) who practices in Rosemont, IL He may
be contacted at 847-292-1220.]

More Firms Taking Note
of Very Real Threats
By: Marc-Antonio Castiglione
“We have seen
over the last three
years an increase
in the targeting of
law firms,” said
Trent Teyema, assistant special agent
in charge of cybercrimes in the FBI
Washington field
office. “As client
companies become
targets, their security becomes stronger. Softer targets to
go after are firms.”
Netrix Information Security Practice: If
there is a weakness in your IT Security system,
wouldn’t you prefer to find it before someone
else does?
“Using our security expertise, we have
developed a number of solutions and services
to help protect our client’s businesses against
information security threats. We believe that
effective information security is an ongoing
practice integrating three essential elements;
People, Processes, and Technology. Netrix
can assist with the development of pragmatic
standards and policies, effective procedures,
capable technologies, and properly trained
personnel to align these three elements, and
mitigate risks to your business. We understand
our clients want to know how we will protect
their data. Our security practice focuses on three
functional areas: Security Consulting, Security
Engineering, and Managed Security Services.”
Lou Bevente, Partner, Netrix, LLC
Marc-Antonio Castiglione has been working
with Netrix for over six years. The CFO of the
company, Anthony Donato, runs the IT arm for
the parent company FGMK whose managing
partner is Mario Donato. Marc-Antonio works
very closely with his manager Lou Bevente,
who is the head of the firms Security Practice,
and who has been in the IT Industry for over
20 years.
While technologies have evolved dramatically
since 1989, Netrix’s core values have never
changed:
• Guaranteed results
• Long-term partnerships with our clients
• Reaching goals together – sharing the
risks, collaborating on how success will
be defined, overcoming obstacles together
and sharing in the rewards when the goal
is reached
• Exceeding expectations and delivering true
client value
Today’s networks are typically comprised
of a variety of components from a multitude of

Castiglione, continued from page 20
vendors. These factors add to the difficulties
faced by the system administration staff, as
they must familiarize themselves with specific
security concerns created by each product or
application, and remain current as new security
flaws are discovered. Even the most conscientious vendors do not always release patches
for a given vulnerability before malicious tools
become widely available to exploit them. In
some cases, legacy systems and networks exist
that are not being supported or updated. Netrix
personnel offer experience with a wide variety
of platforms and protocols, and our assessments
address all relevant vulnerabilities.
Netrix is a full service IT solutions provider
that designs, implements, and supports technology solutions that deliver true value to their
clients. Netrix goes beyond the competition. We
provide full project management service: from
design expertise and assistance to implementation and ongoing support with guaranteed results.
Our focus is: Network Infrastructure, Systems
Infrastructure, Unified Communications, Managed Services, Co-Location & Hosting, Software Development, Website Development and
Information Technology Security is integrated
in everything we do.
Netrix understands that one solution does
not fit all. We help our clients organizations
run more efficiently and effectively, increasing
performance and profitability. Our integrated
team approach to technology consulting and
design differentiates us from our competition.
Some might consider our commitment to
customer satisfaction overly enthusiastic. We
consider it business-as-usual. While some
other technology firms may not have the time
or interest to provide personal service to their
clients, Netrix’s team approach promotes close
collaboration with all of their clients.
Netrix has recently done work with a Chicago
based law firm to migrate E-Mail and documents
to Microsoft’s Office 365 platform which allows
the firm’s employees to access their documents
from anywhere. This also lets the firm to share
documents and collaborate with colleagues using
the cloud which makes the writing, editing, and
final approval of their paperwork easier. Netrix
has also engaged with the firm to do a Network
and Security Audit to identify aspects of their
environment in need of immediate attention,
mitigate risk, determine proactive maintenance
schedules and desired goals, and plan for projected expansion of the firm.
[Editor’s Note: Contact Marc-Antonio Castiglione today for a consultation at Netrix, LLC at
mcastiglione@netrixllc.com or his office number: 847-283-7330. We thank Marc-Antonio for
submitting this very informative article for our
Justinian newsletter. Hopefully, his time will
permit regular submissions for publication.
He is the son of career Justinian, Judge Frank
Castiglione.]

IP Corner
By: Angelina Filippo
Gucci America defeated LAbased Guess in a
trademark dispute
over Guess’s direct
imitation of Gucci
marks including
the interlocking Gs
and their red and
green striped logo.
Trademarks are
established for brand recognition, to prevent
brand dilution, distinguish quality standards
and eliminate consumer confusion. A New
York court awarded Gucci $4.6M and cases
are pending in China, Italy and France for
similar actions.
Paint your soles red – maybe not that fast.
The famous shoemaker, Christian Louboutin,
has lost an appeal to retailer Zara regarding
use of red-soled shoes. A French court allowed Zara to continue using a red color on
shoe soles and delicately slapped Louboutin’s
hand. Where trademarks have been established in the past, like Owens-Corning pink
insulation, this shoe mogul has struggled
with enforcement. Apparently, the original
Louboutin French trademark application
did not identify a specific red; it now does Chinese Red, Pantone 18-1663TP.
A class-action lawsuit filed in California
court against several major olive oil manufacturers was dropped. The complaint recited
that olive oil imported and labeled “extra
virgin” was actually not extra virgin in light
of studies completed by U of C Davis’ Olive
Oil Center. It appears, however, the study
results could not be scientifically replicated
by plaintiffs and the case dropped.
Have you been given the “evil eye?” To
test if the spell has landed upon you, place
one drop of olive oil in a glass of holy water.
If the drop floats you are safe!
Since passing The America Invents Act in
September 2011, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office has had a rolling implementation
program for its provisions. Seven of thirteen
provisions have been implemented, as well
as two programs.
The first-ever satellite Patent Office
named after, Elijah J. McCoy, opened in July
in Detroit, Michigan. McCoy was an inventor
and mechanical engineer who had more than

50 patents for steam trains in the 1800s. The
“real McCoy” was coined in reference to his
inventions.
The next three satellite offices are slated
for Denver, Dallas and San Jose. The USPTO
solicited input from the public on where to
establish these new offices (over 600 responses) – surprisingly Chicago was not a top
candidate. Each new office will house more
than 100 new examiners along with some
administrative patent judges.
Pro Bono patent service implementation
was another facet of the AIA. Programs have
been launched in Minneapolis/St. Paul and
Denver. Three more programs are planned
for the remainder of 2012, another 11 planned
for 2013, and country-wide regional coverage complete by 2014. The goal is to make
patenting more available to small businesses
and inventors.
* Tips & Tidbits were compiled from the
USPTO website, Detroit Free Press online,
Dennis Crouch Patently-O website, The Olive
Oil Times website, Financial Times website
and public court records.
[Editor’s Note: IP Corner provides insight
into the world of Intellectual Property Law.
Angelina M. Filippo has an LL.M. in Intellectual Property Law. Her firm has recently
relocated to South Elgin, Illinois. Please send
emails to amf@amflegalsuite.com, review
services at www.amflegalsuite.com, and view
her profile on www.linkedin.com. Calls remain
at 312.307.3910.]

Help Wanted!
We always have a number of resumes
of young lawyers seeking an associate
position, and law students at local law
schools seeking law clerk positions.
There are also individuals looking for
secretarial or assistant positions in a
law firm setting, most with previous
experience in a law office.
Interested parties can contact the Editor, Leonard F. Amari at 312-255-8550
or lfa@amari-locallo.com. A listing
of those seeking positions are also
listed on our website, along with their
resumes. View them at:
www.justinians.org.
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Tort Notes:
Necessity of Using Tools to Disable a Safety Device Does Not Make the Removal of
That Device Unforeseeable in the Context of a Products Liability Suit
By: James J. Morici, Jr.
In a products liability suit brought
under strict liability in tort, a
manufacturer is
not liable for injuries resulting
from unforeseeable alterations
to its products.
Foster v. Devilbis Company, 174
Ill.App.3d. 359, 529 N.E.2d 581 (1988).
However, if a product is capable of easily being modified by its operator and if the operator
has a known incentive to modify the product,
then it is objectively reasonable for a manufacturer to anticipate the modification. Conversely,
if the alteration of the product requires special
expertise or otherwise is not accomplished
easily, then it is not objectively reasonable for
a defendant to foresee the modification. Davis
v. Pak-Mor Manufacturing Co., 284 Ill.App.3d
214, 672 N.E.2nd 771 (1996).
In a recent Illinois case, Justice Schostok,
Appellate Court of Illinois, 2nd District, wrote
for the Court in reversing a trial court’s grant
of summary judgment in favor of a defendant
manufacturer. In Perez v. JLG Industries, Inc.,
et al., 2012 Ill.App. Lexis 263, 2012 Ill.App.
(2d) 110382 PLA Denied 2012 Ill. Lexis 983,
2012 Ill. 114098. In Perez, a painter on a
construction site fell off of a scissors lift due
to the absence of a guard gate which had been
removed from the lift after its manufacture
but prior to plaintiff’s use. Plaintiff sustained
multiple injuries and sued the lift’s manufacturer, JLG seeking recovery on strict liability
in tort as well as negligence theories. 2012
Ill.App.2d 110382, P2.
The plaintiff argued that the lift was unreasonably dangerous because the guard gate
could be easily removed allowing a user of the
lift to fall. In its motion for summary judgment, JLG argued that as a matter of law the
removal of the guard gate was not reasonably
foreseeable and thus acted as an intervening
cause insulating JLG from suit.
JLG argued that when the product left its
control, the guard gate was affixed to the
guard rail system and fastened with a bolt
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and a Nylock nut which contained a nylon
insert that would constrict and deform over
the threads of the bolt making its removal
difficult. In addition, the guard gate was also
held in place by two locking pins and that
the gate itself fit into a set of channels. JLG
argued that to remove the gate, one would
have to remove the bolts using a wrench and
screwdriver. Id. at P9.
The plaintiff below argued, and witnesses
testified that it appeared that the guard gate
could be removed without the use of tools
simply by lifting out of its channels, once the
bolt and nut had been removed.
The court addressed whether or not the fact
that tools were needed to remove the guard
gate necessarily answered the question as to
whether its removal was unforeseeable as a
matter of law. The court cited the first District’s
opinion in Davis, supra which reversed a
summary judgment for the defendant where a
garbage truck’s protective electrical interlock
device had been circumvented, allowing the
truck to be packed with garbage while it was
in gear. That Court found a genuine issue of
material fact existed as to whether the manufacturer could have reasonably foreseen the
alteration to the wiring. Id. 		
The 1st District noted that the re-wiring of
the switch was not a complex procedure and
that the re-wiring could be done quickly with
only pliers and a screwdriver.
The Perez Court found the Davis case persuasive and disagreed with JLG’s contention
that an alteration of a product was unforeseeable as a matter of law when it required the
use of tools.
The Court found that the removal of the
guard gate from the scissor lift required only
removal of a nut and bolt and two pins, foreseeable despite the need for tools. The Court
reversed summary judgment finding that a
genuine issue of material fact remained as to
whether or not the removal of the guard gate
was reasonably foreseeable.
[Editor’s note: James J. Morici, Jr. is a
partner in the firm of MORICI, FIGLIOLI
& ASSOCIATES, and represents Plaintiffs
in personal injury, workers’ compensation,
and construction site related injury suits.
Read all prior issues of “Tort Notes” at www.
MoriciFiglioli.com.]

Bankruptcy Erases Medical Bills And Protects,
Comp Settlement, And
Other Assets
By: Richard Fonfrias, J.D.
Fonfrias Law Group, LLC
As health care
costs and hospital
bills continue to
skyrocket, more
and more families
face medical bills
they can’t even
begin to pay. If
your bills are the
result of a disputed injury they
can make settling your case difficult.
And in spite of new legislation and talk
about universal health care coverage, the fact
is most people with high medical bills don’t
have the money to pay those expenses.
Fortunately, you and your family can erase
these medical bills through bankruptcy. In
fact, 60 percent of all bankruptcies are caused
by high medical bills that are not covered
by insurance.
So… if you face huge medical expenses,
talk with an experienced bankruptcy lawyer.
He will explain the best way to deal with your
medical bills and whether bankruptcy is an
effective solution. In most cases, bankruptcy
will completely erase your medical debt.
If bankruptcy is your best option, your lawyer will explain which type of bankruptcy
will solve your problem. The two types of
bankruptcy used most often by individuals
are Chapter 7 (liquidation) and Chapter 13
(repayment plan).
Chapter 7 Bankruptcy… will erase most,
if not all, of your medical debt. As soon
as you file for bankruptcy, the court issues
an automatic stay, which means all billing
services, hospitals, and collection agencies
must stop calling you… must stop sending
letters to you… and must stop all other efforts to collect money from you. You can
keep all your work comp settlement, and
part of your personal injury award.
Chapter 13 Bankruptcy… has much the
same result, since all medical providers and
collection agencies must stop contacting you
about your debts.
Continued on page 23
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In addition, bankruptcy is an effective way
to remove liens from your assets.
If a doctor or hospital filed a lawsuit and
got a court judgment against you, then that
creditor could file a lien against your property. The lien, like a mortgage, protects the
creditor because it uses your home or other
assets as security for payment. This could hurt
your ability to sell or refinance your current
mortgage or other loans.
In addition, with a court judgment against
you, a medical creditor can garnish your
wages or freeze your bank account until the
creditor receives payment. If you fear this
could happen to you, make sure you contact
a bankruptcy lawyer immediately so he can
take action, possibly by filing bankruptcy on
your behalf.
In most bankruptcies, the judge removes the
lien from your property, gives you access to
your wages and bank accounts – and forbids
the creditor from taking further action against
you.

From the Archives
Can you guess the years?

Photo left:
Past Presidents
Tony Scotillo,
Congressman
Frank Annunzio,
Gerry Sbarboro,
Tony Fornelli,
and Vito DeCarlo. They are
presenting the
“Man of the
Year” Award to
the Congressman.

Here’s the Bottom Line:
• You can use either Chapter 7 or Chapter 13 bankruptcy to erase your medical
bills. Your work comp settlement is 100%
protected by Illinois exemptions, and even
some of your personal injury award is
exempt.
• As soon as you file for bankruptcy, the
court immediately stops all collection efforts against you.
• If a creditor has a court judgment against
you for a medical bill, the judgment becomes a lien against your property – and
your wages and bank accounts could be
seized.
Because everyone’s circumstances are different, make sure you speak with an experienced bankruptcy lawyer to see whether
bankruptcy is your best option.
Act Now: If you are having financial problems because of medical bills – or any other
circumstances – speak with a financial rescue
and bankruptcy lawyer as soon as possible.
The law protects you from creditors and your
lawyer will gladly explain all the details.

Photo right:
Tony Fornelli,
Dominic DiFrisco,
San Francisco Mayor
Joseph Alioto,
Vito Marzullo, and
Vito DeCarlo.
Photo below:
Swearing in the officers is Judge Frank
Siracusa, far right.
From left are
Leonard Amari,
Bernard B. Rinella,
Anthony A. Digrazia,
Frank V. Salerno,
Oscar P. Chiappori,
and Hon. Anthony
Scotillo. Note in
Front row:
Congressman Annunzio and Judge
Sirica of Watergate
fame.

[Editor’s Note: If you have questions about
bankruptcy, foreclosure, credit card debt, loan
modifications, tax liens or other financial
problems, please send your e-mail today to
rich@chicagomoneylawyer.com or call
312-969-0730.]
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Photo Stories
Photo Left:
Olivia Rabchuk, niece of
Amari & Locallo associate Anthony Casaccio
and granddaughter of
Inland President Anthony
Casaccio, poses in her
A&L outfit.

Photo Right:
Jack Locallo, son of
Joseph Locallo, III and
Catie (Caifano) Locallo,
future John Marshall
Law School student!
He was 14 months old
as of July 12, 2012.`

Photo above:
Gina Arquilla DeBoni (second from right), managing attorney of Chicago
injury firm Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, and member of the Illinois State
Bar Association’s (ISBA) Board of Governors, and ISBA President John G.
Locallo, both alumni of Chicago-Kent College of Law, participated in the
hooding ceremony during the school’s 2012 Commencement ceremony
on Sunday, May 13, at the UIC Forum in Chicago. DeBoni hooded her
brother and Locallo,
his nephew. Keynote
speakers included
(from left) Laurel G.
Bellows, presidentelect of the American
Bar Association, and
Her Royal Highness
Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol of
Thailand.
Photo Left:
John Locallo, left, with
U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Sonia Sotomayer, and ISBA President
John Thies at a reception at the Supreme
Court for the ABA.

Photo right:
Joe  Fiorentino  was  
honored  with  United  
States  Supreme  Court  
Justice  Samuel  Alito  
on May 5, 2012.
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Photo above:
Sam Orticelli had a Justinian BBQ
and bocce competition in mid-July.
Sam Orticelli and Sam Tornatore,
as Bocce Commissioners, presented the "Kartuem" award to
Fred Spizzeri and Vince Pinelli, the
winners.

Photo Stories
Photo left:
The Favia
family. Guess
where??

Miscellanea
By: Leonard F. Amari
Ø Congratulations to
David Sosin and wife
Janet upon the birth of
their first granddaughter,
Emmeline Norah, born at
3:38 pm on June 12, 2012.
They advise that mother
and daughter are doing
well.
Ø Janet A. Pioli, a
shareholder at Brinks, Hofer, Gilson & Lione,
has been named the 2012-2013 president of
the Intellectual Property Law Association of
Chicago.
She began her term as president earlier month
and succeeds Janet M. Garetto, a shareholder
at Nixon, Peabody LLP.
Pioli is the 10th shareholder at her firm to
serve as the association’s president, her firm
said. She focuses her practice on a variety of IP
matters, including patent clearance, prosecution
supervision and litigation.
Ø Congratulations to Justice David P. Sterba.
The Southwest and the South Suburban bar associations hosted this year’s Judges’ Night event
on May 24, 2012. The group presented the “Jurist
of the Year Award” to Appellate Justice David
P. Sterba. Dinner and cocktails were included
in the celebration.

Photo above:
We wish our beloved past President,
Sam Tornatore, luck in the November
2012 election as the Republican candidate for the DuPage County Board,
District 1. Sam Tornatore, left, with
career Justinian, the highly respected
and revered Dominic Fichera, taken
at our April 2012 monthly meeting at
Monastero’s Ristorante.

Photo above:
Guess who? Guess where?

Photo above:  Check out The Three Amigos (or
Paisani) photo which includes Nello Gamberdino II,
Mike Favia and John Lag at the JMLS Open House in
the future JMLS Student Center.
From left, John Locallo, Justice David Sterba,
Katherine Amari O’Dell and Judge Frank
Castiglione

Photo above:
Moses (Justice Moses W. Harrison II) and his lovely
wife Sharon are doing just fine and send their regards
to all their Justinian brothers and sisters.

Ø Philip Salerno hard working and active
Justinian member Philip J. Salerno II writes
to announce that he has joined the law firm of
Clingen Callow & McLean, providing him the
opportunity to practice in the western suburbs
with a group of great people that also happen
to be talented business transaction lawyers,
commercial litigators and estate planners. His
new offices are 2100 Manchester Road Suite
1750, Wheaton, Illinois 60187. Phone number
630-871-2603 and e-mail salerno@ccmlawer.
com. We wish Phil luck in this new professional
situation.
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Miscellanea, Continued

Ø Congratulations to career member, Salvatore A. Barbatano, upon his acceptance
as an Adjunct Faculty member of the
John Marshall Law
School. He will begin his efforts in
academia working
with Professor Michael Schlesinger,
the chair and coordinator of the
John Marshall Law
School Business
Transactional Externship Program.
Ø On February 1, 2012, as part of his State
of the State address, Governor Pat Quinn
announced the formation a new council that
will help Illinois reach his ambitious goal of
doubling the number of state exports by the
end of 2014. The Governor’s Export Advisory
Council will work with the Governor and other
state officials and agencies to provide recommendations aimed at improving Illinois’standing
in the international marketplace.
“Illinois is home to world-class goods and
services, and we should utilize all of our assets
in order to market them around the world,”
Governor Quinn said. “Expanding trade opportunities in growth markets like China, Australia,
Brazil and India puts Illinois products in the
international marketplace and creates jobs here
at home.”
The council, which is headed by Navistar
chairman and CEO Daniel C. Ustian, will work to
increase exports by providing recommendations
on state policies and programs with the goal of
fully leveraging Illinois’s competitive strengths
in the international marketplace. The council
will also advise the Governor on trade advocacy
positions at the federal level, and council members will serve as international ambassadors for
Illinois. Members will work to promote Illinois
firms and the inherent advantages Illinois can
offer countries seeking trade opportunities.
“The key for Illinois manufactures and other
businesses is to foster a strong environment for
growth, and Governor Quinn shares my passion
for creating those opportunities by developing
a strong trade policy,” said Ustian. “We have
great companies and Illinois is rich in assets and
talented workers. With business leaders and the
Governor’s administration working together,
we can gain a competitive edge in the global
economy.”
The Governor’s aggressive focus on harnessing and promoting the strength of Illinois
companies abroad will have a significant impact
on job creation at home. Devising and successfully implementing strategies to meet the 2014
target will result in the addition or retention f
nearl 230,000 jobs in Illinois.
The Governor’s Export Advisory Council
will be made up of CEOs and other prominent
leaders from the private and public sectors
whose work in the international marketplace
has uniquely positioned them to provide insight
into Illinois’ ability to significantly expand
exports.
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The council will meet several times a year
and will work with the Illinois Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity, and
Agriculture. After identifying challenges to
expand exports, the council will recommend
policies and programs that will help Illinois
better compete at a global level. It will also
work with their peers in the private sector and
Illinois companies to promote Illinois as a great
state to do business.
Ø We are pleased to learn that one of the
charter appointees is our very own, the highly
respected and career Justinian, Charles Bernardini. His firm, Ungaretti & Harris, sent out
the following announcement: Ungaretti & Harris LLP is pleased to congratulate our partner,
Charles R. Bernardini, on being appointed by
Illinois Governor Pat Quinn to the Governor’s
Export Advisory Council. The council will work
with the Governor and other state officials and
agencies to provide recommendations aimed at
improving Illinois’ standing in the international
marketplace. Council members will also serve as
international ambassadors for Illinois. Charles
Bernardini’s professional experience includes
that of Managing Director of the American
Chamber of Commerce in Milan, Italy and
President of the Italian Chamber of Commerce
of Chicago-Midwest. He currently serves as
Honorary Legal Advisor to the Italian Consulate
in Chicago.

significant recognition award wonderful folks
from our community, including, Mary Ann
Hynes, senior Vice President, general counsel
and corporate secretary of Ingredients Inc. (formerly known as Corn Products International,
Inc.): past Justinian President Lisa Marino, a
Judge-Elect founder and alter ego of her own
law firm: Dean Jennifer L. Rosato, a dean and
professor at Northern Illinois University College
of Law, the first Italian-American female dean
of any law school in the country. Also being
recognized is one of the true hard workers of our
Italian American home, Casa Italia, the wonderful Josette Mentesana Weber, humanitarian,
philanthropist, educator and community leader.
We congratulate all of these outstanding women
on this truly deserved recognition.

From left, Judge Celia Gamrath, Judge Gloria
Coco, Judge Lisa Marino.

Ø Italidea, the language school at the Italian
cultural institute of Chicago, recently announced
the election of officers and board members for the
coming year. We are pleased that our very own,
Charles R. Bernardini, partner at Ungaretti
& Harris LLP was elected President. We were
also pleased to see that Robert V. Allegrini, Vice
President of Corporate Communications for the
Americas & Luxury brands Hilton Worldwide
was elected Secretary.
Ø Jonathan D. Steel, a John Marshall Law
School graduate and a product of the Justinian
Mentoring Program, writes to announce that he
has accepted a position as an associate attorney
with Beermann Pritikin Mirabelli Swerdlove
LLP. The firm is widely recognized as being one
of the preeminent family law firms in the State of
Illinois. The firm, however, distinguishes itself
from our competitors by offering legal services
in an array of other practice areas. Having the
capability of handling: business counseling,
commercial transactions, commercial litigation,
appeals, employment law, estate planning, probate, personal injury, and real estate transactions
allows our firm to represent clients in virtually
any issue that may arise.
His new office is located at 161 North Clark
Street suite 2600 Chicago, Illinois 60601, phone
number 312-621-9700.
Ø The outstanding womens division of the hub
organization to the Italian American community
in the Midwest, the Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans, recently had its Annual Impressa
Award Luncheon on Saturday, August 18, 2012
at the Medinah Country Club honoring with a

From left, John Locallo, Dean Jennifer Rosato,
and Katherine Amari O’Dell.
Ø We were very pleased to learn and publish
in these pages in our last edition that Umberto
Davi was elected, without opposition, as third
Vice President of the 35,000 member Illinois
State Bar Association. Of course, that means
that he will work his way through the chairs
and become the next Italian-American President
of this significant state wide association of attorneys. Of course, brother Umberto follows in
the footsteps of previous Justinians that have led
this organization, including, in chronological
order, the late Larry Pusateri and Mike Coccia,
Leonard F. Amari, Cheryl Niro, Joe Bisceglia,
the late Ralph Gabric and, most recently, John
Locallo. Intermix therein is Rick Felice, second Vice President Elect of the organization
who will proceed, by one year, Davi becoming
President.
Also, a number of outstanding Justinians,
mostly younger members, were elected to the
assembly of this organization from Cook County,
the Supreme governing legislative body of the
ISBA, including, Katherine A. Amari O’Dell,

new Justinian Secretary Michael F. Bonamarte,
John Louis Fiatti, Brian Patrick Lynch, Ronald
Rascia and Melissa Taormina. The government
of the ISBA is in good hands. We salute all of
these successful folks in the last election and
vow our support for this wonderful association
of lawyers in Illinois.
Ø On June 9, 2012, Stephen D. Phillips, of
Lake Forest, was elected to President Elect of
the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association at the
ITLA annual convention. He will become the
President of ITLA in 2013. ITLA is the largest
bar association in Illinois which represents
exclusively people who are injured due to the
negligence of other people or entities.
On March 23, 2012, he was a featured
speaker for the IICLE regarding “How to Choose
Your Case” and “Developing a Prosecution or
Defense Plan” during their Pretrial Preparation
in Civil Practice Seminar.
On April 20, 2012, he was a featured speaker
for the Illinois Association of Defense Trial
Counsel and the Illinois Insurance Association
regarding “Day in the Life Videos – A Case
Study” during their 2012 Spring Symposium.
On April 23, 2012, he was a featured
speaker for IICLE “Opening the Case” during
their Illinois Civil Practice Seminar.

Steve Phillips, left, with Leonard Amari and
Louis Cairo.
Ø Congratulations to Dion Davi upon opening
his own firm, Davi Law Group, LLC. The firm,
at this time, will be concentrating in domestic
relations, adoptions, estate planning, real estate
and traffic citations in DuPage, Will, Kendall,
and Kane Counties. His offices are located in
Wheaton (1776 S. Naperville Road Building A,
Suite 105 Wheaton, Illinois 60189) and Warrenville. We wish him all the best.

Umberto Davi, left, with son Dion Davi.

Ø Congratulations to Jerry Marzullo on
the creation of Puchalski, Goodloe, Marzullo
LLP.
Ø James J. Morici Jr. has been admitted as
a lifetime member of the Multi-Million Dollar
Advocates Forum. Established in 1933, the
Million Dollar Advocates Forum is one of the
most prestigious groups of trial lawyers in the
United States. Membership is limited to attorneys who have won million and multi-million
dollar verdicts and settlements. Fewer than 1%
of U.S. lawyers are members. The membership
includes trial lawyers from throughout the country, and like most, Morici’s practice includes
major personal injury and products liability
litigation. Each has demonstrated in objective
and tangible ways, their ability to accomplish
superior results in
complex places. We congratulate Morici on his
certification by the Million Dollar Advocates
Forum as a “Multi-Million Dollar Advocate” as
recognition of his accomplishments by the
national network of his experienced colleagues.
Ø Nicholas J. Morici, a legal intern at Morici,
Figlioli & Associates, has been admitted to the
August, 2012 freshman day division at the Chicago-Kent College of Law. Nicholas, a student
member of the Justinian Society of Lawyers is
a star hockey player and a graduate of Loyola
Academy and the John Carroll University in
Shaker Heights, Ohio. He is following in the
substantial footsteps of his very proud uncle,
Jim Morici, a Past President of the Society. We
wish Nicholas all the best.
Ø U.S. Commerce Secretary John Bryson announced the appointment
of seven new members
of the Manufacturing
Council – the principal
private sector committee
advising the Commerce
Secretary on the U.S.
manufacturing sector.
One of these appointees
is our very own Mary
Ann Hynes. Congratulations Mary Ann!
Ø Bruno R. Marasso, of Chicago, has joined
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, as an associate
attorney.
Before being
promoted to his current position, Marasso was a law clerk
at the firm. Prior
to his law career,
he was an editorial
intern for Simon and
Schuster Publishing
in New York. He
is a member of the
Chicago Bar Association, Illinois State
Bar Association, and
St. Ignatius College Prep Alumni network.

Miscellanea, Continued

Marasso received a B.A. from Fordham
University, Bronx, New York, in 2008 and a
J.D. from Chicago-Kent College of Law in
2011. While a law student at Chicago-Kent, he
was a four-time recipient of the CALI Excellence for the Future Award and was frequently
on the Dean’s List. He tutors students who are
preparing for high school and college entrance
examinations.

Ø Congratulations to Nello P.
Gamberdino
II on his new position in the career
services offices of
The John Marshall
Law School. Nello's
role as the Employer
Outreach Coordinator is to cultivate and maintain
relationships with
law firms, corporations, government
and public interest
organizations in order to create employment
opportunities for John Marshall students and
graduates. Assuming he has the same charisma
and professionalism of his illustrious Dad, career
Justinian, retired Circuit Court Judge Nello
Gamberdino he will be a wonderful asset to
The John Marshall Law School and a big help
to graduates.
Prior to joining The John Marshall Law
School, Nello had his own law practice in which
he concentrated in criminal defense, traffic and
sports law. He also represented professional
football and baseball players as their agent and
advisor. Before practicing law, Nello was a
Financial Advisor with Morgan Stanley. He is
active in many local bar associations including
the Illinois State Bar Association, Chicago Bar
Association, DuPage County Bar Association,
Northwest Suburban Bar Association and the
Chicago Bar Association's Sports Law Committee.
Ø Amari & Locallo’s newest associate,
Anthony V. Casaccio (pictured center below
with Katherine Amari O’Dell and John Locallo)
with his first earned co-counsel fee.
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Verdicts & Settlements
By: Michael F. Bonamarte

Ø Congratulations
to Lou Cairo and
Lawrence Ruder of
Goldberg, Weisman
& Cairo on a spectacular settlement! An
$8,800,000.00 settlement was reached in a
Traumatic Brain Injury
case that occurred on
April 21, 2009. The
lawyers representing
the injured party, Leonardo Elias, are Lawrence
Ruder and Louis Cairo of Chicago's Largest
Injury Law Firm, GWC. The Defendant was
represented by Kathleen McDonough, managing partner at Segal, McCambridge's office and
attorney Brian Eldridge.
Managing Partner, Louis Cairo, and partner,
Lawrence Ruder, resolved the lawsuit against
Alltown Bus Company and their insurance
carriers, Scottsdale, Lexington and Everest
Insurance Companies. The Defendant stipulated
to Liability and the parties agreed to a $13M $6M High-Low arrangement, which included
waiving all rights to appeal a jury verdict. The
case was scheduled for jury trial on June 4,
2012. However, given the impending trial and
the parameters of the High-Low, the parties
agreed to attempt a mediation session in an
effort to resolve the matter without proceeding
to trial. Cairo and McDonough agreed to set up
the mediation before ADR Systems and further
agreed to have the Honorable Joseph Casciato
preside over the all-day mediation at ADR
Systems' offices.
The case involved a collision that occurred
on April 21, 2009 at the intersection of Diversey
and Austin in Chicago at 9a. Mr. Elias had just
walked his two young children to school and
was walking to a Dunkin Donuts at the corner
to get a cup of coffee before returning home. As
he was walking in the crosswalk, with the green
light and WALK sign illuminated, the Alltown
school bus made a left turn across the crosswalk
and struck the innocently walking pedestrian
with enough force to throw him almost 10' in
the air and slamming him onto the roadway and
causing extensive head injuries.
Elias was admitted to Illinois Masonic Hospital where he had emergency brain surgery to
evacuate a brain bleed. He went into respiratory
failure and remained in a coma for 10 days after
which he was then transferred to a rehabilitation facility. Ultimately, Elias attended a 6 ½
month brain rehabilitation program at R.I.C. in
Chicago where he underwent extensive Speech,
Occupational and Physical Therapy. He was
discharged by R.I.C. with instructions that he
could live independently and unsupervised in
familiar environments.
The main issue in the case concerned
whether Elias, 44 years old at the present, required a caregiver due to his head injuries. There
existed support in the record for each party and
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the experts for each supported their respective
positions as well, of course.
Plaintiff contended that Elias’s TBI was a
disabling injury despite the fact that he appeared
to look and function normally. The defense disputed the extent of the disability and the need for
any caregiver at all. Defendant's expert, Richard
Lazar, MD, opined that since Elias was only
educated in Mexico through 6th grade, and only
had work experience as a landscaper, there was
no normative data to support his true pre-morbid
mental status. Accordingly, he opined that the
extent of Elias's TBI could not be determined
by any medical professional. Plaintiff responded
with evidence that Elias held steady employment
as a foreman of various landscaping companies,
read blueprints, operated multiple types of machinery and was highly respected by his boss
and co-workers. Plaintiff offered expert opinions
from Dr. Phil Rushing on economic damages,
James Radke on vocational rehabilitation and
Dr. Gary Yarkony on Elias’s future needs that
related primarily to caregiving needs.
Plaintiff claimed medical bills of @ $560K
to date with no future medical expenses at all.
Past and future lost wages were between $800K
to $900K. The caregiver needs were ranged at
$3M to $4M, and were the most hotly contested
aspect of the litigation.
"This is why I became a lawyer" stated
Lawrence Ruder, primary handling attorney.
"Words cannot describe what it feels like to
know that we were able to provide the financial
security and just compensation to this wonderful family who have been through so much as a
result of this tragedy. The harms and losses that
they have suffered are enormous. Now they can
start living their lives again and get Leonardo
the assistance that we believe will improve his
quality of life, and the lives of his wife and two
beautiful young children."
Of significant interest is the fact that Pam
Zekman of CBS news did an expose' on "Unsafe Bus Drivers" which aired on April 26th
and featured the Elias v. Alltown case. The
footage included a video of the accident itself,
which was caught on a red light camera, which
would likely have been barred at the trial given
Alltown’s admission of liability. But it is on
GWC’s website, it is on CBS's website and it has
resonated through the community since it was
aired. “There can be little doubt that someone
on the jury would have ultimately come across
the piece and its effect on the jury's verdict could
have been quite devastating to the Defendant”
stated Cairo.
This is the 4th $8M+ result that GWC
partners have secured for their clients in the
last 12 months.
Ø Four years ago, Justinian Louis Cairo
traveled to Belvidere, Illinois, armed with a
Protective Order permitting an inspection of
the Chrysler Automotive plant following an
incident where a young pre-apprentice got his
glove caught in a moving conveyor belt and
had his hand torn off. A $3.4M settlement was
reached after the jury was picked in Rockford
for the trial. The plaintiff had signed off on a
Lock Out-Tag Out written policy agreeing to

never work around moving parts. Nonetheless,
fellow Justinian, Joseph Sorce, was able to establish that despite the safety rule, contractors
on the property systematically and repeatedly
looked the other way and expected the work to
be performed on the conveyor system despite
the fact that it was moving in violation of the
safety rule.
Ø Joseph Sorce, and fellow partner Colin
O'Malley of Goldberg, Weisman & Cairo, were
recently paid in full on a significant verdict that
these two GWC "trial lawyer" partners secured
back in November of 2011. The net verdict payable to their mason client, who had fallen off of
a scaffold, was $8.4M. That amount was reduced
by 50% due to the negligence of the plaintiff's
employer in accordance with Indiana law, under
which the case was tried. The resulting net verdict was $4.2M for an operated ankle fracture
and unoperated low back injury. The defendant
had only offered a few hundred thousand dollars to settle the case. "There is absolutely no
substitute for good lawyering and hard work.
Joe and Colin are truly two of the best there are
in the business. And their results are proof of
that statement," according to Cairo.
Ø Congratulations to Morici, Figlioli & Associates for settling a construction negligence
case for $2 million plus a waiver of a $900,000.00
worker’s compensation lien. The client, a union
carpenter sustained a broken leg requiring
surgery during a rehabilitation project on the
campus of the Illinois Institute of Technology.
The plaintiff was injured when the fork lift he
was operating tipped over. Justinian Past President James Morici refuted defense arguments
that the plaintiff had no certification, wasn’t
wearing a seat belt, and that he shouldn’t have
jumped out of the tipping machine by arguing
that the reason for the fork lift tipping over was
due to improper loading of a debris pan by the
defendant roofing company.
Charles Wallace of Morici, Figlioli &
Associates recently settled a construction siteinjury case for $300,000.00 plus a waiver of a
$162,000.00 worker’s compensation lien. The
Plaintiff, a 53 year old iron worker, was hurt on
the southeast side while working during a plant
reconstruction. The Plaintiff fell through an
unsupported metal grate approximately 10 feet
to a subbasement sustaining a torn rotator cuff.
He returned to work after successful surgery.
Ø Congratulations to Levin & Perconti for
settling a medical malpractice case for $4.5 million on behalf of 25-year-old Heather Kornick
of Elk Grove Village, Ill. Heather’s physician
failed to diagnose her adrenal cancer in a timely
manner, allowing her cancer to spread and result
in a significant delay in treatment.
In 2006, 19-year-old Heather entered her
sophomore year at the University of Indiana.
She was worried because over the summer,
she gained weight and had an abnormal menstrual cycle, so she met with a reproductive
endocrinologist. After a brief consultation, the
physician diagnosed Heather with polycystic
ovary syndrome (PCOS) without examining
her or considering other potential causes of her

symptoms. Despite being treated for over 14
months for PCOS, Heather’s symptoms did not
improve. When she sought a second opinion in
March 2008, she was diagnosed with Cushing’s
syndrome, an overproduction of cortisol by the
adrenal glands, which, in Heather’s case, was
brought on by an adrenal gland tumor.
Soon after this diagnosis, Heather had
surgery to remove her adrenal gland and the
tumor. Surgeons also found 10 small nodules
in her lungs, indicating that the cancer had
metastasized (spread beyond her adrenal gland).
Additionally, surgeons removed one of Heather’s
kidneys that was damaged because the adrenal
tumor interrupted its blood supply.
After learning of her misdiagnosis, Heather
contacted Levin & Perconti. During the course
of his investigation, the attorneys at Levin &
Perconti spoke to Heather’s oncologists, who
believed that if Heather had received an earlier
diagnosis, the tumor could have been removed
and prevented from spreading.
Heather responded well to her treatments
from the start. Her physicians felt that since she
responded better than most patients, she could
have led a normal life if she had been diagnosed
earlier and the tumor had been removed before it
metastasized. Unfortunately, the cancer spread,
and that has become her biggest battle.
The lawsuit alleged that when presented
with her symptoms, the defendant endocrinologist violated the standard of care by not
screening Heather for Cushing’s syndrome. Had
he come to this diagnosis, the standard of care
would have led him to perform a CT scan, which
would have revealed Heather’s adrenal tumor.
The suit also alleged that the doctor’s office staff
did not convey to the doctor complete factual
information regarding the symptoms reported
by Heather’s mother.
Since her initial surgery four years ago,
Heather has undergone numerous rounds of
chemotherapy to prevent her cancer from progressing or spreading. The misdiagnosis has
affected Heather physically and personally.
Chemotherapy treatments cause her to suffer
hair loss, fatigue, poor balance, interrupted
sleep and bloody noses. She aspired to become
a lobbyist after college, but her exhaustion and
rigorous treatment schedule make it difficult
for her to work even a couple of days a week.
Heather also dreamed of getting married and
becoming a mother, but due to her condition,
she will never be able to have children.
Heather’s case settled for $4.5 million.
This settlement will help Heather pay for past
medical bills, and will allow her to continue to
receive the most innovative treatments to battle
the spread of her cancer. She has dreamed of
living independently since she graduated from
college, and recently moved into a new home
on her own. In between trips to the University
of Michigan for chemotherapy and to meet with
her oncologists, Heather continues to volunteer
her time helping children, and hopes to one day
be stable enough to work full time.
Ø Congratulations to Justinian Secretary Michael Bonamarte and Justinian John Perconti
of Levin & Perconti on a recent $917,912.90

settlement on behalf of the family of a nursing home resident. The records and testimony
established that the staff at the nursing home
was falsely charting giving cancer medication
to the decedent for almost an entire year. There
is no evidence that the cancer medication was
filled after January 31, 2008 until the following
year. The staff also failed to make sure that the
decedent followed up with his oncologist.
As a result of the continued failures of
the staff the decedent’s gastrointestinal cancer
progressed and caused his death in January of
2010. He needlessly suffered a slow and painful
death from cancer. The decedent was survived
by his six siblings. The defendant paid the entire
amount of the insurance policy limits less the
defense attorney fees which under the terms
of the insurance policy were paid from the applicable insurance.
Ø Congratulations to Jac Cotiguala & Associates who represented 61 union construction
workers in a suit alleging that a masonry contractor failed to pay them for overtime and Saturday
work. The workers sued Don Stoltzner Mason
Contractor Inc. and its owners in 2010 alleging
that the company failed to issue overtime pay
for hour that exceeded a 40 hour work week.
As part of the settlement the defendant will pay
$117,000.00 in attorney’s fees and $53,055 to
be shared by the 61 workers.
Ø Congratulations to Steve Phillips on a
$1,050,000 settlement on behalf of the family
of a 67 year old father of two who was admitted into Christ Hospital on September 2, 2008,
to undergo a Right Femoral Artery operation.
During the course of the intubation by the anesthesiologist and multiple attempts at intubation,
the Plaintiff sustained a period of low oxygen
which lead to cardiac arrest and brain damage.
The Plaintiff ultimately passed away from his
injuries a month and a half later.

Passing of Relatives and Friends
The Justinian Society, its brothers and sisters, sincerely extend our sympathies for your
losses.
A Prayer:
Do not stand at my grave and weep.
I am not there, I do not sleep.
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunset on ripened grain.
I am the gentle autumn’s rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush, I
am the sweet uplifting rush of quiet birds in
circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry.
I am not there, I did not die.
V Philip Corboy
Philip was beloved husband of Mary A.
Dempsey. He was the loving father of Philip
Harnett Jr. (Margaret), Dr. John (Alix), Thomas
(Shanti), the late Joan (James Epstein) and the

late Bobby Corboy. He was the adored grandfather of Matt and Nora Epstein, Lauren, Bobby,
David, Kevin, Juliette and Ryan Corboy;
V Lawrence J. Ferolie
Lawrence was a partner at Ferolie & Perrecone.
He was married to Gloria who passed in 2004.
He was the beloved father of John, Terry (Phil),
Robert (Mary), Carl (Robin) and Albert (Lisa).
He was the doting grandfather of Kristen, Kelly,
Phil Jr., Nick, Sam, Julia, Jake, Anthony, Giana,
and Henry.

Larry Ferolie
V Victor Levin
Victor Levin was the father of Justinian Lori
Levin.
V Roseann Maher
Roseann Maher, nee McHugh, age 69, loving
wife of Philip J. (Sandra) Maher, Kathleen
(Emmet) Welch, Julie (Matthew) Costello, and
Christina (Joseph) Perez; special grandmother
of Avery and Claire Maher and Ryan, Riley and
Colin Costello; loving sister of John (Evilin)
McHugh and Mary McHugh and sister-in-law
of Sr. Jean Maher, O.S.B.; beloved aunt of four
nephews. We will always remember her for
her powerful love, overwhelming courage and
beautiful strength.
V Michael P. Schostok
Michael P. Schostok, 51, beloved husband of
Mary Schostok (nee Seminara) and loving father
of Marisa, Gina and Michael; son of Kathleen
Kaspa and the late Steven Schostok; brother of
Stephen (Sheila) Schostok, Bradley Schostok;
and sister Katherine (Jonathan) Cunha; stepson
of Dr. Patricia Schostok Reese; uncle of many. An
attorney, Mr. Schostok practiced personal injury
law, specializing in medical malpractice and
catastrophic injury matters such as a principal
in the firm of Salvi, Schostok and Pritchard of
Chicago and Waukegan. He earned his J.D. at
Capital University Law School, 1986, and a B.S.
in 1983 from Miami University and attended
Loyola Academy. He grew up in Riverwoods.
Michael was an outdoorsman and naturalist
all his life.
V Anne Pavone
Anne Pavone was the mother of Justinian members Lou and Joe Pavone.
V Jeannine Navigato
Jennine Navigato was the wife of longtime Attorney and Justinian, John E. Navigato.
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We Lost a Giant: Lawrence J. Ferolie
By: Leonard F. Amari
Our extended ethnic community lost a giant recently, the highly
respected Lawrence J. Ferolie, distinguished lawyer and leading
Italian-American in Rockford. Lawrence, 90, loved his family, the
law and Italy.
Larry died July 29 in his home, having lived in Rockford for all but
one of those years when he went to his mother’s birthplace, Gallarate,
Italy to go to school for a year and receive his First Holy Communion.
He made over 30 trips to Italy, reconnecting his American family with
the Italian cousins his mother sent care packages to during World War
II. He was never happier than when sitting with his extended Italian
family at their winery, watching his grandchildren run through the
vineyards. He was inducted into the Rockford Italian American Hall
of Fame.
Larry’s paternal grandparents immigrated to the United States in
1895. Their son, Albert, met Tersilla Bottazzi in New York; they
married, had two sons Larry and younger brother Charles, who died
in 1990. They moved to Rockford, settling in an Italian neighborhood.
Larry attended grammar and high school in Rockford, playing
football and contributing to the school newspaper. While in high
school, he was cast as a lawyer in “Ladies of the Jury” and won his
first case. He attended University of Illinois and returned to get his
B.A. degree there after World War II in 1947. He received his law
degree from John Marshall Law School In 1951. In 1991, the school
awarded him a Citation of Merit as a Distinguished Alumni.
In World War II, Larry was a second lieutenant, infantry platoon
leader in the 12th Armored Division, earning a Bronze Star and
Combat Infantry Badge. He remained in the Army Reserves upon
his return home.
He began his law career as a Winnebago County assistant state’s
attorney and later was named city attorney of Rockford. In 1964,
he opened what is now known as Ferolie & Perrecone, a practice
focused on personal injury law. At one time, he was cited as “Winnebago County’s Top Plaintiff Attorney”. He was a career member
of the Justinian Society.
Larry was an active member of the Illinois Trial Lawyers Assn.,
serving as secretary and treasurer and as a member of the board of
managers for 26 years. He also served several terms on the board of
governors of the Illinois State Bar Assn. and served as chairman of

its civil practice and procedure as well as tort law sections. He was
particularly passionate about continuing education for lawyers, teaching about all aspects of personal injury trials around the nation.
As his law partner and career friend, Frank Perrecone says, “He
was a role model, mentor and friend for so many of us in the ItalianAmerican community and the legal profession for many decades. He
was a man who commanded and deserved respect. He was truly loved
by so many and respected by all that encountered him along the way.”
Frank Perrecone, also a career Justinian, probably because of Larry
Ferolie’s influence, is a highly respected member of his community
and the Illinois legal profession in his own right.
Among his many contributions to the law:
•
Co-authored the Illinois Law Enforcements Manual
•

Senior counselor for the Winnebago County and ISBA.

•

Helped establish the Basic Injury Trial Practice Program
for the Assn. of Trial Lawyers of America

•

Established and directed the nationally recognized Annual
Trial Evidence seminar for the Illinois Institute for CLE

Larry was also active in the Rockford community. He served on the
board of directors of the Rockford Civic Assn., Crusader Community
Health, sponsor of the Rockford Symphony, and was known for many
years as the announcer for the Symphony’s Summer Concerts at Sinnissippi Park. He was also a member of the American Lombardi Club,
Giuseppi Verdi Society, Elks Club, Knights of Columbus, American
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Reserve Officers Assn., St. James
Men’s Club, Justinian Society, University of Illinois Alumni Assn.
and the University Club of Rockford. A classic example of the old
saying – when you want something done give it to a busy person.
Larry didn’t know how to say no – to a military assignment, charitable
responsibility or a client with a problem.
Larry married tp Gloria Bonomo for 50 years. She preceded him
in death in 2004. They had five children: John and Terry, who proceeded him, Robert and Albert (also a lawyer and career Justinian
with offices in Chicago). Carl and Robert are in sales.
For over 50 years, he also regularly visited New Melleray, a Trappist monastery near Dubuque, Iowa, where he found great solace.
Larry, you will be missed. You are another example of the finest
our community produces.
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J U STINIA N SOCIET Y CAL END AR 2012-2013
Up c o m ing E v e nt s
Wednesday, September 12
5:00 p.m. Cocktails
6:30 p.m. Dinner

Installation and Awards Dinner
Renaissance Hotel
1 West Wacker Drive, Chicago

Thursday, October 18
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner

Scholarship Awards Dinner
Petterino's
150 North Dearborn Street, Chicago

Wednesday, November 14
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner
Thursday, January 17
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner

Thursday, February 21
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Buffet Dinner

Bocce Tournament
Mazzini Verdi
9230 West Belmont, Franklin Park

Thursday, March 21
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner

CEF Fundraiser
Luxbar
18 East Bellevue Place, Chicago

Past Presidents Cocktail Reception
Quartino Ristorante & Wine Bar
626 North State Street, Chicago

Thursday, April 18
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner

Nomination of Officers Meeting
437 Rush
437 North Rush Street, Chicago

Joint Chapter Dinner Meeting
Hugo’s Frog Bar & Chop House
3000 South River Road, Des Plaines

Wednesday, May 15
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner

Installation of Officers Meeting
Gibson’s Bar & Steakhouse
1028 North Rush Street, Chicago

For reservations, and online payment, please visit www.justinians.org, or call 708.441.4119.
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