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President's Message

As I write the first president’s message
of my term, I am profoundly aware of the
history of the Justinian Society of Lawyers.
Many officers, members and volunteers have
served the society in a variety of ways in the
many years since our inception in 1921, and
we are grateful for the past and on ongoing
contributions of so many individuals. I am
proud that for so many years the Society has
honored our founders by assisting attorneys and
law students through mentoring and networking opportunities. I am particularly proud of
our long history of awarding scholarships to
deserving law students and, for more than ten
years now, our positive impact on the lives of
many deserving children that have benefitted
from our Children’s Endowment Fund awards.
I want to thank past president Mauro Glorioso
and the nominating committee for selecting me
to lead the Society this year.
Already this year, because of the strong
support of our members and sponsors, we raised
approximately $7,000 at our June Golf Outing;
all of which will be presented to our Justinian
Society Endowment Fund to be distributed
equally to the Children’s Endowment Fund
and the Scholarship Fund. Our success in June
was due in large part to the hard work of CoChairs, past president Sam Tornatore and our
newest Justinian officer, Vince Vidmer; both
of whom graciously agreed to again serve. I
thank them. I also want to thank the entire golf
committee, along with the many volunteers,
which included several law student members
who were willing to give of their time. They
ensure that our future is in good hands.
I want to thank the Honorable Gloria Coco
for chairing our September 11 Installation and
Awards Dinner. Judge Coco and her commit-
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tee have once again organized a memorable
evening and I am very grateful. This year I
have chosen the Honorable Renato Turano,
Senator of the Republic of Italy, to receive the
Outstanding Achievement Award, which will
be presented in honor of Justice Moses W.
Harrison. Senator Turano is the president of
Turano Baking Company, a longtime benefactor
of the Italian-American community and Italian
Senator representing North America. Justice
Harrison, a longtime Justinian, had a long and
distinguished legal career which included many
years of service on the Illinois Appellate Court
and Illinois Supreme Court, and culminated
with his term as Chief Justice. Justice Harrison
passed away earlier this year.
The Justinian Society Award of Excellence
will be presented to Cook County State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez, in honor of former Assistant State’s Attorney Joseph Nigro. Joe was
a Vietnam War veteran and, like the Honorable
Anita Alvarez, was a career prosecutor who
served with distinction throughout his career
under several State’s Attorneys from both political parties, and was the longtime supervisor
of the Special Remedies Unit. Joe passed away
last year after battling cancer.
As I stated in setting out some of my goals
at our very successful first dinner at Gibsons
Steak House in May, I will be recruiting members to serve as liaisons to each Illinois law
school as well as Marquette in Wisconsin to
help keep the lines of communication between
student and attorney members open, and to
encourage student participation in the Society
now and after graduation. I pledge to lend the
Endowment Fund whatever support it needs.
I plan to reinvigorate our committees and, in
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Justinian Society of Lawyers

Judge Robert W. Bertucci, President
Judge Robert W. Bertucci graduated from
Lake Forest College in 1979 and received his
law degree with high honors from Chicago-Kent
College of Law in 1983.
After passing the bar, Judge Bertucci joined
the Criminal Prosecutions Bureau of the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s Office, where he ultimately served as a first chair in a felony trial
courtroom at the Criminal Courts Building. He
later transferred to the Medical Malpractice
Division in the Civil Actions Bureau. In 1992,
he joined the firm now known as Serpico, Petrosino, DiPiero and O’Shea, where he mainly
handled criminal defense matters.
Judge Bertucci was elected to the bench in
1992. He was initially assigned to the First Municipal District and handled both criminal and
civil cases. He later served as the supervising
judge of the Evening Narcotics Division at the
Criminal Courts Building and then as a felony
trial judge in the day division. Since 2000, he has
served in the County Division, as the assignment
judge for tax deed cases and handles election,
mental health, and property tax cases.
Judge Bertucci is a member of the Illinois
Judges Association and has served for many
years on its board of directors. He has also served
on the election law committee of the Chicago
Bar Association and currently serves on the
executive committee of the Justinian Society of
Lawyers. Before joining the bench, he served
as the president of a Chicago Park District
Advisory Council. He is also a past president
of the Elmwood Park Planning Commission.
Judge Bertucci is married to Terese, a nurse
practitioner and diabetic educator. They live in
Chicago and have two sons. Christopher, first
lieutenant, USMC, graduated from the US Naval
Academy at Annapolis in 2011 and completed
a Masters in Security Studies in the School of
Foreign Service at Georgetown University in
2011. Michael is a senior at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is pursuing
a political science major and an English minor,
and plans to attend law school next fall.
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Anita M. DeCarlo, 1st VP

Jessica DePinto, 2nd VP

Anita M. DeCarlo is a graduate of Loyola University Chicago and received her Juris Doctorate
from The John Marshall Law School. She has
lectured and published articles for the Illinois
State Bar Association and the Illinois Institute
for Continuing Legal Education.

Jessica DePinto is a manager with Deloitte
Tax LLP national Customs and Global Trade
practice group, where she advises Fortune 500
clients on customs compliance issues, including
transfer pricing and customs valuation issues
and duty minimization strategies.
Jessica
managed the development and publication of
the group’s eminence publication, The Link
Between Transfer Pricing & Customs Valuation – 2013 Country Guide. The guide is one
of the most authoritative guides of its kind,
compiling essential information regarding the
customs-related requirements and implications
of related party pricing adjustments in numerous
key jurisdictions around the world.

Before joining Vasilatos Law in 2011, she
practiced at Cullen, Haskins, Nicholson &
Menchetti, P.C. She began her career practicing
with her father, Vito DeCarlo, past president
(1970-1971). She represents injured workers
in Workers’ Compensation cases throughout
the State of Illinois.
Anita was elected to the Board for Governors
of the Illinois State Bar Association (2006 –
2009) and acted as the liaison to the Workers'
Compensation Section Council and Employee
Benefits Section. She has served on the Executive Committee of the Justinian Society of
Lawyers since 2002.
In 2008, she was named an Illinois Rising Star
by Super Lawyers and received a Distinguished
Service Award from The John Marshall Law
School.

Jessica graduated from IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law. She holds an MA from Indiana
University, studied at the University of Bologna
(Italy) and graduated, with honors, from the
University of Wisconsin at Madison.
Jessica served as chair of practice committees for
the Chicago and Illinois State Bar Associations.
She currently serves on the Women in Leadership Advisory Board, The School of Continuing
and Professional Studies, Loyola University of
Chicago.  In 2010 she was awarded the Entrepreneurial Spirit Award from the Honorable
Dorothy Brown, Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Cook County. In 2012 Jessica was named one of
the “100 Women to Watch” by Today’s Chicago
Woman magazine.

2013 -2014 Officers

Frank A. Sommario, 3rd VP

Michael F. Bonamarte IV, Treasurer

Vincent R. Vidmer, Secretary

Frank is a senior associate at Romanucci &
Blandin, LLC in Chicago, where he practices
as a petitioner's workers' compensation lawyer.
He has obtained several large settlements and
favorable trial awards for his clients over the
years.
Frank was admitted to the Bar in Illinois
(2000), Minnesota (2001), and District of Columbia (2001). He received his Juris Doctorate
from DePaul University College of Law in 2000.
He is a Certified Public Accountant (1998), who
received his Bachelor’s degree in Commerce/
Accounting from DePaul University in 1997.
He became a Registered Investment Advisor
in 2003.
In addition to practicing law, Frank is active
in several professional organizations. He is
serving his second three year term on the Board
of Governors of the Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA). He acts as Board Liaison to the
Workers' Compensation Law Section Council,
the Federal Taxation Section Council, and the
Standing Committee on Law Office Management and Economics. He is a Silver Fellow of
the Illinois Bar Foundation, the charitable arm
of the ISBA.
Frank currently also is serving as the 2013
President of the Workers’ Compensation Lawyers Association (WCLA). He is also a member
of the national and state trial lawyers’ associations. He is a member of the alumni associations of DePaul University, DePaul University
College of Law, and Fenwick High School.
For his successes representing injury victims,
Frank was named an Illinois' Rising Star by
Super Lawyers ® for the years 2010-2013. In
addition, in 2012, Frank was named one of 40
Illinois Attorneys Under Forty to Watch by Law
Bulletin Publishing Company.
Born in Melrose Park, Illinois, Frank was
raised by his parents, Frank and Mary Jo (nee
Abruzzini).  Frank currently resides in Elmhurst
with his wife, Gina, and twin daughters, Angelina
and Isabella.
.

Michael F. Bonamarte, IV joined Levin &
Perconti as a trial attorney in August, 2005.
Michael worked as a law clerk with the firm
during his second and third year in law school.
Mike concentrates his practice on representing injured victims and their families in cases
of nursing home abuse and neglect, medical
malpractice, automobile accidents, construction accidents, premises liability, slip & fall
accidents, and other serious personal injury and
wrongful death cases. Mike works passionately
and diligently to advocate for individuals and
their families who have been the victims of
wrongful conduct.
Mike earned his Bachelor of Science in
Psychology from the University of WisconsinMadison graduating with academic distinction.
Mike earned his Juris Doctorate from The
John Marshall Law School in Chicago where
he graduated at the top of his class and earned
a place on the Dean's List during his second
and third years. He received highest scholastic honors in trial advocacy and advanced
trial advocacy. After passing the July 2005
Illinois Bar Examination, he was sworn in on
November 10, 2005.
Mike has authored several publications and
given several professional presentations to a
wide range of groups including the Illinois Trial
Lawyers Association, the Illinois Institute of
Continuing Legal Education, and the National
Association of Elder Law Attorneys.   Mike
speaks regularly on the topic of nursing home
litigation. Mike also writes for the Justinian
Society newsletter.
Mike is an active member of the Chicago
Bar Association, Illinois State Bar Association, American Bar Association, Illinois Trial
Lawyers Association, American Association
for Justice, and Justinian Society of Lawyers.
Mike is a new member of the Illinois State Bar
Association's Assembly.

Vincent R. Vidmer practices as a civil litigator, transactional attorney, and counsel to
various businesses. Vincent's practice handles
various legal matters including; general civil
litigation, real estate transactions, real property
zoning, contract disputes, and general legal
drafting. Additionally, a major component to
Vincent’s practice resides with the Liquor and
Allied Worker’s Union, assisting in collective
bargaining, fringe benefits, plan administration, grievances and arbitrations and general
administration.
Vincent also provides pro bono legal service
to veterans through the Veterans Legal Support
Clinic. He served on the Justinian Society of
Lawyers Executive Board member, is an active
member of the Illinois State Bar Association,
volunteered on various political campaigns.
He attended Fenwick High School, Loyola
University and The John Marshall Law School.
While attending law school, Vincent was
named to the Dean’s List, studied Roman Law
at the Vatican, earned the privilege and opportunity to be selected as one of two students
to study International law at Prague, Czech
Republic, and was the recipient of numerous
scholarships. While in Prague, Vincent worked
at an international law firm; conducting legal
research to assist in the legal rights of former
property owners who were stripped of their
land by the government during the communist
era.
The Law Office of Vincent R. Vidmer
focuses its practice in providing counsel to
smaller businesses and individuals. Client
issues range from general civil litigation,
real estate transactions, and legal document
drafting. Clients receive one-on-one counsel,
continued care and attention.
Vincent R. Vidmer is a Chicagoland native
who resides in Chicago’s West Loop.   
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Letters to the Editor
By: Katherine A. Amari O'Dell

Leonard, Mio fratello,
Thank you for the SACA mention and
picture in the Spring 2013 Newsletter.  We
are hoping to do some good things with
the Sicilian American Cultural Association
(SACA), and I would love to increase the
involvement and membership of fellow
Justinians that have missed out on some
great recent meetings and events.
Also, I must tell you that the
Newsletter was masterful – I don’t know
how you continue to churn out such a
voluminous and interesting Newsletter
each time, always well-written and well
organized, but thank you for doing so!  
My love to the family.  Hope to see
you soon.
- Sam F. Cannizzaro

Sam Cannizzaro, with past presidents Judge
Gloria Coco, the late Al Gallo and Katherine
Amari O'Dell.

Leonard and Katherine,
Bravo...another spectacular edition
of the Justinian Newsletter. We are
grateful.
- Richard Caifano

Past presidents Antonio Romanucci, Gregg
Garofalo and Richard Caifano
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Greetings Leonard,
Alas, I was unsuccessful at becoming
a trustee, however, I was successful in
attaining yet another education on this
'adventure' - from the people I met to
the challenges I encountered. Every
handshake meant a new experience.
It was inspiring. The support from the
Justinians was heart-warming, wonderful
and much appreciated. I certainly
could not have been half the candidate
without their help.  I am blessed to be
surrounded by family and friends who
recognize our society's need for change
and improvement and believed that I
would represent that element of change.  
The next  three trustee seats are up in
two years. Who knows I may re-appear
then.
Thank you from the bottom of my
heart. Thank the Justinians for all their
support.
- Angelina Filippo
Leonard,
     Thanks for the nice card on my leaving
the news biz. I left to write books full
time. I published two novels earlier in
1992 & 2006. Good luck to you and John
Corkery at JMLS. You have always been
helpful to me and the Law Bulletin and
I am grateful.
- Jerry Crimmins
Dear Leonard,
- My wife and I thank you for the
thoughtful gesture of sending the “A&L”
onesie for the birth of our daughter,
Giovanna Rose. It is such a comforting
feeling to have an extended family,
beyond the profession. Apresto!
- John Tufano

Dear Katherine,
Thank you
for sending me
the picture of me
that appeared
in the spring
edition of The
Justinian Society
Newsletter. It was
very thoughtful.
As you know, I am
a very big fan of
both the Justinians and of your father.
Leonard has been so wonderful to me
throughout my career and has also been
there for my family as well. Please know
that if there is ever anything I can do to
assist you personally, I will be happy to
do it.
With warmest personal regards, I am,
- J. Timothy Eaton
Dear Katherine,
Thanks so much for the press in the
Justinian Newsletter. You and your Dad
are so sweet!
- Peter J. Birnbaum

Peter Birnbaum with his son.

Ü Anyone wishing to share information with their fellow Justinians is
encouraged to contact Newsletter Associate Editor Katherine Amari at our Justinian headquarters address: 734 North
Wells Street, Chicago, IL 60654; phone
(312)255-8550; fax (312)255-8551; kaa@
amari-locallo.com.

March Report

Justinian News

April Report
By: Anthony V. Casaccio

By Gina Rossi
T his year the

Justinian’s March
dinner meeting
was held at Lux
Bar, and as has
been the tradition since PastPresident Mauro
Glorioso’s term,
the dinner was
held to benefit the
Children’s Endowment Fund. The Children’s Endowment Fund
was started by one our prominent Italian
American leaders and past president, Antonio
Romanucci. Antonio attended the event this
year and gave a wonderful speech regarding
the mission of the Fund and this year’s grant
recipient, the Cameron Can Foundation.
The Cameron Can Foundation was founded
by Rory and Matt Dominick in 2010 after
they spent four years incurring substantial
medical bills in an effort to care for their son,
Cameron. Cameron Can was established to
make a real difference in the lives of families
and children with lifelong medical conditions.
Its goal is to build a continuing legacy of
care for families who fall into the gap where
financial assistance through typical channels
is not an option, even though families are
struggling to pay mounting medical bills.
The grants received by Cameron Can, like the
one provided by the Children’s Endowment
Fund, provide stipends for families who do
not qualify for Charity Care, DSCC, Medicaid
and other financial assistance programs. The
stipends may be used for a wide variety of
supports and programs to assist the family
member with special needs
As Antonio spoke at this year’s dinner, it

From left: Justinian Secretary Mike Bonamarte with John Perconti, Past President Rich
Caldarazzo and Lou Siracusano.

Past Presidents Umberto Davi (also ISBA 2nd
VP) & Len DeFranco

Past Presidents Anthony Ferraro, Mike
Monico and Richard Caldarazzo.

became evident that Cameron Can is precisely
the type of organization that the Children’s
Endowment Fund seeks to assist. The Fund’s
mission is to provide disadvantaged and disabled children in the Chicagoland area with
monetary support to assist them with various
hardships they encounter. The Fund works
with several organizations and is supported
by the generosity of many of the Justinian
Society members, officers and past-presidents.
As always, and thanks in large part to our
President Gregg Garofalo, the event this year
was a tremendous success ($5,000 raised!) and
served to remind all of us how blessed we are
to be affiliated with a society that seeks to give
back to those less fortunate. In attendance this
year were several past-presidents, namely the
Honorable Gloria Coco (R), the Honorable
Celia Gamrath, the Honorable Lisa Marino,
the Honorable Bruno Tassone (R), Joseph
Bisceglia, Richard Caldarazzo and Cristina
Mungai. Other members in attendance included the Honorable Patrice Ball-Reed, Frank
Sommario, Jessica DePinto, Lou Siracusano,
Michael Favia, Leonard DeFranco, Dion Davi,
Bill Davy, Cindy Scardino O’Keefe and many
more. In fact, we almost ran out of room so
many people attended! Such great attendance
is a testament to the Children’s Endowment
Fund and the Society’s commitment to bettering our community at large.

The annual Nominating of Officers
Dinner was held on
April 18th at Phil
Stefani’s 437 Rush
Italian Steakhouse
located one block
off the Magnificent
Mile in Chicago.
Phil Stefani has
always been a good
friend an strong
supporter of our
society – and a true community leader.
Stefani’s 437 Rush hosted this year’s nomination dinner in one of its upstairs private
dining rooms providing ample mingling space
with an open bar for cocktail hour and seating
for up to 60 people for dinner. The cocktail
hour allowed fellow Justinians to catch up on
old times as well as discuss new endeavors
amongst their respective legal fields.
Like most Justinian dinners, an open seating format provides an opportunity for old
and new members alike to build a network
with each other, build on past and present
relationships, all while enjoying an abundance
of delicious food served family style.
Treacherous weather conditions made it
difficult for many of the usual attendees to
make the trip to the city that night, specifically
some of the newly appointed officers.  
Regardless of the terrible weather conditions, it is important to highlight some of the
past presidents in attendance, specifically,
Katherine Amari, Sam Tornatore, Franco
Coladipietro, Len DeFranco Michael Favia,
Antonio Romanucci, Anthony Ferraro and
Enrico Mirabelli.
After dinner, the nominations were preContinued on page 6

Paul and Judge Frank Castiglione attended
the April meeting.
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April Report, continued from page 5

Sal Barbitano and Past President Leonard
DeFranco attended the April meeting.

Past Presidents John Locallo (left) and Richard Caldarazzo (right) with Justinian member
John Nisivaco.

sented as follows: Honorable Robert W.
Bertucci, president; Anita DeCarlo, first vice
president; Jessica DePinto second vice president; Frank Sommario, third vice president;
Michael Bonamarte, treasurer; and longtime
Justinian, Vince Vidmer, secretary.
I had the fortune of sitting with Justinian
Society Executive Administrator Nina Vidmer. It was a pleasure to see the proud smile
on her face as she watched her son, Vince
Vidmer, receive his nomination as the next
Justinian Society secretary. Of course, all of
us know the career contributions Nina has
made and continues to make to our society.
In addition to the newly selected Justinian
officers two past presidents' political achievements were recognized. Sam Tornatore recently became a DuPage County Board Member
and Franco Coladipietro recently became the
Village President of Bloomingdale.
As always, the event was well attended by
many of our past presidents, loyal members,
and several students from the various Chicago
law school chapters. It is because of everyone’s
continued support that the Justinian Society is
able to flourish and carry on the various annual traditions. Like all of our monthly dinner
meetings, we are grateful to the nice folks at
437 Rush for their wonderful hospitality and
enjoyable food.

is that he has been a mentor to Gregg from the
beginning of his legal career as well as having
mentored so many other newly practicing attorneys and fellow Justinians. Lastly, Romanucci
has continued to be involved within the Society
including hosting last year’s Installation Dinner
and assisted Justinians with the parade.
Garofalo gave his second mentoring award to
Umberto Davi. Davi is truly deserving of this
award for many reasons as well. Firstly, he is
a past president of the Society. Secondly, he is
the second vice president of the Illinois State
Bar Association. Lastly, he is a member of The
John Marshall Law School Board of Trustees.
We had many past presidents attend this
year’s meeting including myself, Leonard AmPast President Katherine Amari (center) with
ari, Umberto Davi, Antonio Romanucci, John
new member Nika Giuliano and student memLocallo, Joseph Bisceglia, Len DeFranco, Mauro
ber Anthony Pasquini
Glorioso, Michael Favia, Richard Caldarazzo,
Judge Lisa Marino, Enrico Mirabelli, Anthony
By: Katherine A. Amari O’Dell
Ferraro, Judge Bruno Tassone, and Judge Celia
Every May, the members of the Justinian Gamrath.
Society join together to celebrate the new ofJudges in attendance also included Judge
ficers being sworn in to start another year. Lisa Marino, Judge Celia Gamrath, Judge Frank
Although the May 15 dinner meeting was not Castiglione and Judge Diann Marsalek.
our formal Installation Dinner, (which will be
Tony Romanucci was invited up at the end
held on September 11), the May meeting is of the dinner to introduce Joseph Feinberg and
notable because the new president begins his/ Tamara Stein of the Feinberg Foundation. They
her presidency and prepares for the meetings. have been great supporters of Northwestern
As in the past, this meeting was held at Gibsons Hospital as well as other charitable organizations
Bar and Steakhouse on Rush Street in Chicago. throughout Chicago. This year, the Feinberg
Judge Frank Castiglione swore in this year’s Foundation has graciously donated another
officers consisting of our new Secretary Vince $5,000 to the Justinian Children’s Endowment
Vidmer, Treasurer Michael Bonamarte, Third Fund. As we are all aware, the Justinian ChilVice President Frank Sommario, Second Vice dren’s Endowment Fund’s mission is to assist
President Jessica DePinto, First Vice President disabled and disadvantaged children, irrespecAnita DeCarlo, and The Honorable Robert tive of race, religion and ethnicity.
Bertucci, our new president.
To end the evening, President Judge Robert
To end his presidency, Gregg Garofalo, Bertucci gave his first speech as president of
awarded two mentoring awards. One award was the Society. He first introduced his family and
given to Past President Antonio Romanucci for members of his former law firm of Serpico,
a variety of reasons. First, he is the creator of Petrosino, DiPiero and O’Shea. Then he disThe Children’s Endowment Fund, an umbrella cussed that he plans on recruiting members
organization under the Justinian Society that to serve as liaisons to each Illinois law school
awards charitable contributions to organizations and even Marquette, which will help “keep the
that assist needy children. The second reason lines of communication open between student

May Report

The 2013 - 2014 Officers and Past President Gregg Garofalo
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Golf Report

Tony Romanucci (left) and Anthony Farace
(right) with Joseph Feinberg, a substantial
contributor to our Endowment Fund.

President Judge Robert Bertucci and his son,
Michael.

Dion, Jan and Umberto Davi with their son
Evan, and JMLS student Marie Sarantakis.
members and attorney/judicial members as well
as to encourage student participation now and
after graduation.”
President Bertucci also explained, that through
the assistance of Past Presidents Franco Coladipietro, Gregg Garofalo, Antonio Romanucci
and Second Vice President Frank Sommario,
the Justinian Endowment Fund (which consists
of the Children’s Endowment Fund and the
Scholarship Fund) has now received its 501(c)
(3) status. President Bertucci also hopes to reinvigorate all of the various committees within
the Society, in particular, the Membership and
Ad Book Committees, as well as to properly
staff these committee with various attorneys
and law student members. Lastly, he made it
his goal to increase judicial participation both
in membership and to attend our various dinner
meetings because these judges are from Italian
ancestry or that they may be interested in the
Italian-American culture.
Congratulations to Past President Garofalo,
President Bertucci, Secretary Vidmer and to all
of our other officers. Lastly, let’s not forget to
thank Nina Vidmer and her daughter, Grace.

By Vincent R. Vidmer
This year’s Justinian Society Golf Outing,
was again held at the Bloomingdale Golf Club,
a great course which provides challenging
holes and a tough round. In total over 80
golfers participated in the scramble formatted
outing.
The day started off cheery, with sun in our
faces, and wind at our backs, however, the
afternoon felt more in tune with golf’s true
heritage – a Scottish drudgery with rain in our
faces and cold breezes at our backs. Some
golfers braved all 18, but most of us turned
it in after about 15 holes. Regardless of the
weather change, most of the day was filled with
sun, laughs and bad golf shots. Past President
Sam Tornatore, along with President Honorable
Bertucci, cruised the scene passing out cigars
complimentary of Sam’s law office.  Golfers
were also accommodated polo shirts, beer,
lunch, and a serving of modesty (due to the
nature of the game).
After everyone wrapped up with their
rounds, golfers headed back in to the Clubhouse for a cocktail hour, sponsored by the
Liquor and Allied Workers Union Local #3.
The wet and hungry golfers chatted about the
day and prepared themselves for the remainder of the evening. Bloomingdale Golf Club
cooked an incredible whole pig and served
it with all the fixings.  The dinner was truly
a delight and the company was even better.
Toward the end of dinner a great raffle with
donated prizes was held.
A special thanks to the great golf committee
which included President Bertucci, Sam Tornatore, Richard Caldarazzo, Franco Coladipietro
and Vincent Vidmer. In addition to the golf
committee, Nina and Grace Vidmer did an
outstanding job coordinating on the weeks
leading up to the event and on the day of the
event. In addition, the event went smoothly
thanks to all of the volunteers, comprised
mostly of law students including: Sam
Castree, Lindsey Orlando, Dominic Ranello,
Nicole Petrarca, Claudia Bertacchi, Ingrid
Latoza, Chris McCleary, Meggie Merimigas,
and Mara Salerno. Attorney Jillian Ruggiero
assisted as did Nicole Bowser.
We also give thanks to all of our generous
sponsors who made donations to specific
holes and sponsored holes; and to Gabe
Caporale, who secured a goodly number of
restaurant raffle prizes.
Several past presidents were in attendance
for golf and/or dinner including Katherine A.
Amari, Sam Tornatore, Franco Coladipietro,
John Locallo, Joe Locallo, Joe Bisceglia,
Richard Caldarazzo, Antonio Romanucci, Len
DeFranco, Tom Battista, Richard Caifano,
Judge Gloria Coco, Anthony Erbacci, and
Enrico Mirabelli.
This year’s winning foursome consisted
of Mike Bonamarte, Mike’s brother Brian
Bonamarte, Mike’s uncle Emmett Bonamarte,
and John Perconti. Congratulations on a great
round.
Great job on a fantastic event!
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Student Update

Louis, Deanna and Lou Cairo Jr.
By: Deanna Cairo
Thus far 2013 has been a great success for the
Justinian Society. Our Justinian family is ever
proud of its members’ many accomplishments
and involvement thus far this year.
As usual, The John Marshall Law School
Justinian students continue to excel outside
and inside the classroom. Congratulations to
the following Justinian students and all other
students on their achievements this year. Some
achievements this year include:
Anthony Pasquini (3L), along with a few other
students, collaborated with Professor Michael
Seng, on the administrative processes of the
segregation in Chicago and surrounding suburbs,
while proposing suggestions in several areas
surrounding this issue. This research Anthony
conducted was published and officially released
this June and is currently being evaluated by the
state for approval. Joseph Klocke (3L) is the
president of the JMLS Entertainment, Media, &
Sports Law Society and is a law clerk at Stone,
Progrund, & Korey, LLC. Michael Manseau
(3L) received the CALI award for Criminal
Procedure Adjudication. Dana Benedetti (3L)
made the Spring 2013 Dean’s List, is a member
of the John Marshall Journal of Information
Technology & Privacy Law Honor Board and
Candidacy Editor, a member of the Trial Advocacy & Dispute Resolution Honors Council, a
AAJ Trial Team Competition Participant, and a
law clerk at the Law Office of Dennis J. Kellogg.
Colleen Redden (2L) was selected for the Trial
Advocacy Honors Council.
The Justinian Society’s Mentoring Program
continues to be a success in assisting incoming
law students with their first semester of law
school. This year’s Mentoring program is lead
by Mr. Leonard Amari with the help of Michelle
Masciola. The Program’s co-chairs are Anthony
Pasquini (3L) and myself, Deanna Cairo (3L),
along with several 2Ls and 3Ls who volunteer
their time to guiding incoming law students
through their first semester of law school. This
summer the Mentoring Program volunteers
advised SCALES students through their attempt
to be admitted into law school. SCALES is a
program that offers a second chance to prospective students who do not initially meet the
JMLS admissions requirements. In SCALES,
students need to succeed in three summer non-
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Bernard B. Rinella
credited courses. If these students succeed in
their courses, they will be eligible for admittance
in the fall. We wish the SCALES students and
all students the best of luck in the pursuits to
becoming attorneys.
As a social event update: Justinians have
been busy in the social scene over the past six
months. On May 10th, the 2013 Freedom Award
and Distinguished Service Awards Luncheon
was held at The Standard Club, where members honored the many accomplishments of
other Justinians. Urban Miyares received the
Freedom Award, while Colonel Eugene Baime,
Brian Clauss, Frank Del Barto, Donald T. Rubin,
and Hon. Alexander P. White were awarded the
Distinguished Service Award. Congratulations
to all recipients. On May 15th, the annual Installation of Officers was hosted at Gibson’s Bar
and Steakhouse in Chicago. On March 21st,
the Society held the Children’s Endowment
Fund Fundraiser at Luxbar in Chicago to raise
funds for the Justinian Children’s Endowment
Fund. On April 11th, the JMLS Student Chapter
gathered for its annual Meatball Madness event.
At this event, student and non-student members
gather to eat everyone’s favorite Italian dish:
MEATBALLS! On June 5th, Justinians gathered
for a round of golf at the Bloomingdale Golf
Club at the Annual Golf Outing.
I would like to congratulate those 1L’s who
finished their first semesters/first years of law
school. These students have exceeded expectations and did a fantastic job academically during
their first year at JMLS. Congratulations to these
Justinians and all other Justinians on completing
another semester of law school and coming that
much closer to becoming attorneys.
As the Justinian Society continues to have a
wonderful year, we look forward to the future and
the many great years to come! Congratulations
to all those students who graduated this January,
your Justinian family wishes you all the best of
luck on the Bar Exam and career endeavors.
[Editor’s note: Because she is far too modest,
we are obligated to mention with great pride
that Deanna was also on the JMLS Dean’s list
last semester! A wonderful accomplishment that
should not go unnoticed. Well done, Deanna!]

Anthony Pasquini, Nicole Powell, Deanna
Cairo, Lily Strumwasser and Michelle
Masciola.

Family law trail blazer
and leading lawyer

Bernie Rinella, Warren Lupen and Franco
Coladipietro
By: Leonard F. Amari
This article is being reprinted with permission
from the Fra Noi.
This month we highlight the distinguished
career of Bernard B. Rinella, a trail blazer
in the field of Domestic Relations, a revered
past Justinian of (Italian) lawyers President
(1978-79) and highly respected and successful
practitioner.
Rinella has long been one of the nation’s leading divorce lawyers, but even that description
doesn’t capture his unique stature in the profession. Rinella, now in his early 70’s, upholds a
family tradition of leadership in matrimonial
law.
In fact, at a luncheon honoring him and other
distinguished members of the Illinois State
Bar Association, not so long ago, Bernard was
recognized for his outstanding contributions
to his community and the profession with its
prestigious Senior Counsel recognition.
The Rinella brand dates back to the 1930s. His
father was a founder of the prestigious national
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers.
His mother, Kathryn Barasa Rinella, was a leader
in Chicago divorce law before most women
had the opportunity to attend law school and
practice law. Yet quite apart from that pedigree,
Bernie Rinella – confident, gregarious, energetic
– rightfully earned his own standup reputation
over the last four decades; today he’s one of the
profession’s “better angels,” as a colleague put
it. With a warm, charismatic presence, and a
quick study of people, Rinella is the prototypical
shrewd dealmaker, at once cajoling contentious
groups to the table and in turn crafting a durable
accord. They are qualities, not surprisingly, he
thinks are in short supply today, as law schools
crank out pedants and legal technicians by the
score, and as divorce law offers up new layers
of alternative methods. Yet he’s evolved with
the times as well: his clients now come from
Continued on page 9

Rinella, Continued from page 8
the world over, reflecting the global culture that
is Chicago – and America – today.
Rinella stands out for a rare decency. Truly
revered in the profession, Bernie stands as a
senior member, role model and statesman in this
93 year old Italian – American bar association,
the Justinian Society. Rinella’s personal and
family story is not complicated. His parents
met at DePaul Law School. A few years into
a trial practice, they took on divorce cases of
Chicago business people, the salacious stories
splashed on the front pages of the Tribune and
the Sun – Times. “Divorce was so rare in those
days, it was, then, big news especially among the
rich and famous.” In 1932, they launched what
was, arguably, the nation’s first national practice dedicated to matrimonial law. Meanwhile,
the Rinella’s, living in Northbrook, paid out of
town tuition so Bernard could attend New Trier
Township High School, where Bernard was a
standout athlete and president of his senior class
(no surprise!). He went on to the Universtiy of
Michigan, where he was a competitive swimmer
and majored in what he called “pre-divorce law”:
political science and psychology. The dinner
table, Bernie remembers, was his first classroom.
“You could say I became a divorce lawyer by
osmosis.” While Rinella is first to admit “I got
a running start” he assumed leadership of the
family practice relatively early on. His father
died in 1982 when Bernie was barely 40. The
practice could easily have withered. Instead
Rinella, probably the tallest Justinian of well
over six feet, and with a commanding presence,
asserted himself in the profession. He chaired
community boards, and assisted divorce lawyers
nationwide as a trusted advisor, sending his firm
to the next level. While some other Chicago
divorce firms exploded in size, the Rinella firm
has remained a selective boutique; today it has
seven lawyers. Its clients range from business
leaders and senior executives to celebrities and
professional athletes. In this age of constant
change. The firm has conspicuous stability. It
is the longest continuous tenant in One North
LaSalle, one of the city’s original skyscrapers, itself on the National Registry of Historic
Places.
Rinella and his wife, Gloria, enjoy travel and
getting away to their home in Scottsdale. He
remains an avid touring cyclist as well. A recent
fall tore his rotator cuff, requiring surgery, but
“I’m not going anywhere. Cycling is a metaphor
for life: You may fall, but you always get back
up.”
Of his role model and friend, Enrico Mirabelli,
a past Justinian president and prominent family
law practitioner in his own right, says, “Bernard
Rinella represents the best there is in the legal
profession, as a Justinian, a statesman, mentor
and role model as an attorney and as a family
law practitioner.”
Another example of the best our community
has to offer.

Michael V. Favia – Go to Guy
By: Leonard F. Amari
This article is being reprinted with permission
from the Fra Noi.
This month we introduce Michael V. Favia,
to those who don’t know him or of him in our
Italian – American community, a true leader
and highly respected attorney.
There is an old saw, “when you want something done, give it to a busy person”. In our
ethnic community, in the Chicagoland legal
community, in the community at large, that
person is Michael V. Favia.
Michael V. Favia is the principal and managing attorney for the law firm of Michael V.
Favia and Associates, and current counsel to the
health care law firm of Goldberg Law Group.
Michael is recognized for his extensive legal and
administrative skills, which he uses to oversee
and operate a most successful general civil
practice firm dedicated to providing personalized service and high quality representation for
his clients. He also serves, very valuably, as of
counsel to the real estate tax reduction firm of
Amari & Locallo.
As a highly skilled lawyer with 20 plus years
of experience, Michael continues to be designated as a “Leading Attorney” by his peers.
Michael utilizes his health law background
in conjunction with a highly skilled team of
litigators, experts and investigators to obtain
maximum results for each of his clients.
To list all of the leadership roles Favia has
assumed over the years in these areas would
require too many pages. But some examples
are:
• Illinois State Bar Association Assembly
delegate for many years, it is the supreme governing body of this 37,000 member statewide
legal organization.
• Committee member of the Medical – Legal
Relations committee of the Chicago Bar Association (as well as the prestigious Health Care
law section council of the ISBA)
• Over the years Favia was a retained attorney
for the Chicago City Councils Committee on
Housing and Neighborhood Development
(having the responsibility for the overall legal
operation of the committee and the drafting of
applicable legal ordinances).
• Serves on the governing board of the John
Marshall Law School, as a Trustee, chairing on
many of its significant committees, in addition
to recently (2012-2013) serving as president of
the school’s alumni association board.
• A trustee on the Illinois College of Optometry, serving for many years as secretary of the
board.
• From 1988-1996, Michael was appointed by
the governor of the state of Illinois as the chief
attorney and technical advisor to the Illinois
Department of Profession Regulation. (directing the statewide enforcement of the various
professional licensing statuses including the
Medical Practice Act – supervising well over
a dozen attorneys and support personnel in the
statewide regulation of approximately 30 plus

Umberto Davi, John Locallo and Mike Favia all Justinian past presidents.
professions or well over 150,000 professionals).
• Has and continues to serve as a leading board
member of the political voice of our ethnic
community, the Italian – American Political
Coalition.
• Serves on the Advisory Board of the Northwest
Business College.
• Past executive committee member of the
energetic hub organization of all of the clubs
and association in our ethnic community, the
Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans.
• Member of the Northbrook Safety Commission.
• Serves as an associate member of the Illinois
Police Association.
He currently represents all types of clients,
including individuals, small and large companies, professionals, professional groups and
organizations. He is frequently retained by
other law firms to assist in their representation
of their health care clients. Michael represents
clients throughout the state of Illinois. He has
also been appointed or retained as an adviser
and/or counsel to various public and private
entities over the last 20 years.
Historically, Michael represented the state
as an assistant Illinois attorney general. In this
capacity, he was lead attorney in numerous civil
fraud actions filed by that office, successfully
collecting many millions of dollars in restitution and fines as a direct result of his aggressive prosecution of fraudulent individuals and
companies.
In the mid to late 1980s, Michael was also an
advisor and counsel to several elected officials in
the city of Chicago. He advised various aldermen
and other city officials on a daily basis. Michael
represented the interests of the city and community in various courts and at administrative
hearings.
Michael has authored many articles dealing
with his area of concentration, e.g., professional
regulation of medical professionals, and is a
much sought after lecturer.
Obviously highly respected, and extraordinarily well liked, he is one of the real “go to”
persons in our community. Mike resides in
Northbrook with his beautiful wife, Patricia,
and their two daughters, Christina and Nicole.
Another example of the best our community
has to offer.

Page 9

Growing For A Good Cause: Judges Donate JMLS Alumni
Hair To Patients With Cancer
Association:

Changing of the Guard –
Justinians lead the way

This article is being republished with permission
from the wonderful Chicago Daily Law Bulletin,
authored by Mary Kate Malone
As her stylist stood poised to snip 8 inches off
her long, dark hair, Cook County Circuit Judge
Celia G. Gamrath began to doubt if she could
go through with donating her locks to cancer
patients.
“I stopped her cold and said, ‘I’m not ready,’”
Gamrath recalled.
Her hair had stretched below her shoulders
all of her adult life, and she was scared to part
with it.
She waited another month, gathered more
courage and returned to the salon. This time,
she let the stylist start snipping.
By the end, her hair barley reached her chin.
“It’s not for everybody, and I will say, sitting
in that chair that first time around was one of the
most emotional experiences,” Gamrath said.
She donated her hair to Pantene Beautiful
Lengths, which donates wigs to cancer patients.
Gamrath, who serves in the Domestic Relations Division, made her hair donation about
three years ago.
She recently decided to grow it out again, this
time in honor of her friend, Circuit Court Judge
Laura Cha-yu Liu, who underwent treatment
for breast cancer last year and is now cancer –
free.
Gamrath expects to cute her hair in the next
few weeks for her next donation.
“Judge Liu is someone I’m close to and she
had gone through this personally,” Gamrath said.
“We discussed the fitting of the wig and costs
associated with the real hair wig and that was
really the impetus for me doing this again.”
Human hair wigs, as opposed to synthetic hair
wigs, can cost thousands of dollars. Liu found
that they are significantly more comfortable and
natural – looking.
“It’s just made a little bit differently,” Liu
said. “It seems to breathe a bit more easily.”
Liu said she feels fortunate that she was able
to afford a human hair wig and sees the benefit
of having such wigs available to all cancer
patients.
When she had her wig on, she considered it
her battle armor. It concealed her illness, especially from those who appeared before her in
the Chancery Division.
“When people around you aren’t focused
on it, and they tend to forget about it, you feel
better,” Liu said. “You feel more empowered,
you don’t feel quite as victimized, disabled by
it.”
When Liu learned that Gamrath was growing
her hair out for a second time, “it moved me
very deeply,” she said.
“I think that without having to say anything to
her, she understood exactly how much it meant
to me,” Liu said.
Gamrath isn’t the only judge in Cook County
letting her hair grow out for a good cause –
Circuit Judge Diane Joan Larsen has done the
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Anita DeCarlo, first vice president; JMLS Professor Mark Wojcik and Judge Celia Gamrath.
same, three times over.
Each time, she has donated her hair to Locks
of Love, an organization that gives wigs to
children suffering from illnesses that cause hair
loss. She said it feels maternal to give her hair
to young people.
“I’m drawn to the intimacy of the act…I want
to provide something of myself to someone and
I think there’s a very quiet dignity that women
bring to the world with that kind of sentiment
put into action,” said Larsen, who works in the
Law Division.
Liu said she personally thanked Larsen “on
behalf of everybody who had gone through this
experience.”
The dramatic change in appearance seems to
come easily to Larsen, who enjoys taking on a
new look, she said.
“It’s a fun process to have different lengths
of hair,” she said. “I think people are used to
me going through that evolution.”
The process of growing out one’s hair can take
more than a year. Gamrath has been growing
hers out for about 18 months.
“To say you’re going to do this, that’s one
thing,” Gamrath said. “But to hear the scissors
in your hair, it sounds like a major tool…It’s
almost like the garden shears going through
your hair, and there’s no going back once they
make the first cut.”
This time, Gamrath intends to donate half of
her hair to Pantene Beautiful Lengths and the
other half to Locks of Love.
Nairee Hagopian, court administrator in the
Domestic Relations Division, was recently
diagnosed with breast cancer and underwent
chemotherapy and radiation, losing all of her
hair.
“You think you’re prepared for it, but you’re
not,” she said. “I couldn’t look at myself for two
weeks in the mirror.”
She purchased four wigs, two with human
hair and two with synthetic hair.
She said it’s inspiring to know that judges
in the Daley Center are growing their hair for
people going through the same experience she
did.
“What they are doing, it’s going to really help
these children and give them a lasting impression of hope,” Hagopian said. “I don’t mean to
sound vain, (but) it makes a big difference.”

Top row: Anita DeCarlo, Katherine Amari
O'Dell, Mike Favia and Leonard Amari. Bottom row: Judge Regina Scannicchio and Joe
Marconi
By: Katherine A. Amari O’Dell
Writing this article about the changing of the
guard at The John Marshall Law School Alumni
Association gives me a special warm feeling,
great pleasure and wonderful pride. The distinguished past president of the Justinian Society
of (Italian) Lawyers, Michael Favia, concluded
his tenure as President of the Alumni Association board after a terrific year, accomplishing
many things for the profession, the community
and especially for the law school. Not only did
Mike have the best and most successful and
most well attended Freedom Award luncheon
earlier this spring, he had a terrific year in terms
of recruiting of additional board members and
raising substantial dollars for scholarships as
well as the profile of his alma matter. In fact, on
the night of June 7, 2013, when the annual meeting of this Alumni Board met, and the transition
took place, Mike announced that over $30,000
in scholarships were given to needy JMLS law
students.
Enhancing the evening, making it even that
much more special, beloved career Justinian
(Judge) Regina Scannicchio, took over the reins
for the next year of the Alumni Association
board. Both Favia and Scannicchio are highly
respected in the profession and have demonstrated leadership in the Italian – American
community, especially its ethnic bar association The Justinian Society of lawyers. Favia,
for example, being a past president and Regina
being a role model and leading force her whole
career. We look forward to Regina having a great
year. Anybody that knows Regina knows that
she absolutely will accomplish much during
her tenure at the helm of this successful Alumni
Association board as did Favia over the last 12
months. We wish Regina luck and congratulate
Mike for his accomplishments and his efforts.
Of course, Mike also serves on the Board of
Trustees of The John Marshall Law School,
with a number of other Justinians, including,
Leonard F. Amari, the President of the Board

Alumni, continued from page 10
of Trustees, Joe Gagliardo, Jon DeMoss, Celia
Gamrath, MaryAnn (Iontorno) Hynes and Nick
Zagotta. The school is in good hands with the
quality of its Board of Trustees, and especially
with the contribution of these individuals.
Also, another JMLS trustee, Jordan H. Peters,
was presented with the prestigious JMLS Alumni
Association’s President’s Award at the annual
meeting, along with Leonard F. Amari, for their
contributions to the school over the years and
continuing. Both gave wonderful speeches,
praised Mike and Regina for their efforts and a
good time was had by all. I also had the great
pleasure, and I took special pride as a past president of the Alumni Association Board, of being
the master of ceremonies and part of the planning
committee of this event. John Marshall has had
a significant impact on the lives of many Justinians, being a law school of access, opportunity
and success with an agenda of diversity and it
is wonderful to see our Justinians so involved
in its continuing accomplishments as a highly
respected law school, the largest of the nine in
the state of Illinois and 15th in the county and
is of only six independent law schools of the
226, or so, in the U.S.

President, continued from page 1

particular, our membership and ad-book
committees, and properly staff them
with attorney and law student members.
I have also made it my goal to increase
judicial participation both in membership
and at Justinian functions. I know that
lawyers and law students will appreciate
greater participation at Justinian events
by judges, whether they are of Italian
ancestry or otherwise interested in the
Italian-American culture.
We have selected excellent dinner
venues and look forward to our monthly
dinner meetings following our September
Installation and Awards Dinner. We are
also hoping to host a joint reception along
with the Decalogue Society of Lawyers
at the ISBA/Illinois Judges Association
mid-year meeting on Friday, December
6, 2013. I congratulate James B. Goldberg, a longtime Justinian supporter, as
he leads the Decalogue Society this year
as its president.
Finally, I want to congratulate my
predecessor, Gregg A. Garofalo, on his
term as president and recognize his many
years of work on behalf of the Society.
I also want thank my fellow officers
and executive board members for their
continued support. I am honored and
humbled to serve as president.

Judge Robert W. Bertucci:
Accomplished Jurist
This article is being republished with permission
from Fra Noi.
By: Leonard F. Amari
This month we introduce our readers to one
of the more highly respected Italian-American
judges in the Circuit Court of Cook County,
Judge Robert W. Bertucci.
Judge Bertucci graduated from Lake Forest
College in 1979, and received his law degree
with high honors from Chicago-Kent College
of Law in 1983.
After passing the bar, Judge Bertucci joined
the Criminal Prosecutions Bureau of the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s Office, where he ultimately served as a first chair in a felony trial
courtroom at the Criminal Courts Building. He
later transferred to the Medical Malpractice
Division in the Civil Actions Bureau. In 1992,
he joined the firm now known as Serpico, Petrosino, DiPiero and O’Shea, where he mainly
handled criminal defense matters.
Of his ancestry, Bob says: “My mother and
father, Annetta and Adorno, both are from the
same small town of Ghivizzano, in the Province of Lucca, in Tuscany. Ghivizzano is in the
beautiful Serchio River valley that lies between
the Appuana Alps and the Appenine mountains.
Scenes from the film Miracle at St. Anna were
filmed along the Serchio in Ghivizzano.”
Judge Bertucci was elected to the bench in
1992. He was initially assigned to the First Municipal District and handled both criminal and
civil cases. He later served as the Supervising
Judge of the Evening Narcotics Division at the
Criminal Courts Building and then as a felony
trial judge in the day division. Since 2000, he
has served in the County Division where he is
the Assignment Judge for tax deed cases and
handles election, property tax and mental health
cases.
Bob credits his parents as his role models and
responsible for his successes in the law; “My
parents met as teenagers during World War II
while hiding in the mountains after their town
and surrounding area became occupied by Nazi
troops. They, like many Italians before and since,
emigrated from Italy in the mid ‘50s in search
of better economic opportunity. My father left
Italy first and worked as a laborer for an oil
company in Venezuela.”
Judge Bertucci is a member of the Illinois
Judges Association and has served for many
years on its Board of Directors. He also serves
on the election law committee of the Chicago
Bar Association and on the executive committee
of the Justinian Society of Lawyers, where he
now serves as its President.
“I was the first in my family born in the United
States. When I was six yeas old my father died
after a manhole he was excavating collapsed
and buried him. My mother was left to raise
four children on her own. However, years later
she felt that she had at least tasted the American dream when she was hired as a microfilm
clerk, for very modest pay, at a local bank. This

Chief Judge Tim Evans with Judge Bertucci.

The Bertucci Family
humble beginning for my family in America is
what eventually inspired me to work hard in
college (if not high school) so that I could get
into law school and become part of a wonderful
profession.”
Before joining the bench, Judge Bertucci served
as the president of a Chicago Park District Advisory Council. He is also a past president of the
Elmwood Park Planning Commission.
Bob has been married to Terese, a nurse
practitioner and diabetic educator, since 1979.
They live in Chicago and have two sons.
Christopher, First Lieutenant, USMC, graduated from the United States Naval Academy at
Annapolis in 2011, and completed a Masters
in Security Studies in the School of Foreign
Service at Georgetown University, also in 2011.
Michael is a senior at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, where he is completing
a Political Science major and an English minor,
and plans to attend law school next fall. “My
wife Terese, who too is Italian-American, has
similar humble beginnings. She came from
a family of nine children and also grew up
on the West Side of Chicago. After attending
Triton Community College where we met, she
earned merit scholarships to Rush University
where she received a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing, and to the University of Illinois at
Chicago where she earned her Masters. She is
a nurse practitioner and diabetic educator. She
and I have encouraged our two sons to honor
their family history of struggle by excelling in
their lives. Terese and I have obviously been
blessed. Her grandparents and my parents came
to America with few material possessions, but
with great Italian hearts. Fortunately, we and
our children are part of a rich legacy of Italians
in America.”
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PAYING IT FORWARD – Part of an Attorney’s DNA
By: Leonard F. Amari
Throughout our
lives, all of us, no
doubt about it,
have received the
benefit of some
help, some career
advice, life suggestions, an impacting gift – actual or conceptual.
I know I certainly
have. A few nuns
in grammar school, a high school priest or
two, a few law professors while in school at
John Marshall, a few older lawyers once I
became an attorney, significantly impacted
my career and my life. I’m sure all of them
were “paying it forward,” as I, as all of us
I am sure, have made it part of our life’s
agenda.
As lawyers, the way we “pay it forward”
as attorneys have done historically, and
continuing, is to serve as big brothers and
big sisters, as advisors, as direction and
advice givers – what we summarily refer
to as mentoring.
In 40 years as a practicing attorney, it
has been my experience that we all have
been mentors at some time, and relish the
opportunity of assisting other professionals,
especially younger folks, in applying to law
school, while in law school, after graduation
with their job search, and the like.
We make ourselves available as advisers,
whether it is concerning issues of substantive law, ethics, mainstreaming into the
profession, law office economics, life’s
decisions, or involvement in the various
bar associations. I know that but for folks I
came across in my younger years I would
not have attended law school, and certainly
not achieved the modest successes I have
over the years in the profession.
Looking back to the days of Lincoln,
when law school was not a prerequisite to
practicing law, one learned the profession in
a mentor-protégé relationship. Today, how
does one even begin thinking about going
to law school without the assistance of a
family lawyer, a lawyer friend of an uncle,
or whomever?
There must be something in the synapses
of the brains of lawyers that requires us to
not only be receptive to helping other lawyers but anxious to do so – to recognize our
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obligation, our pleasure to “pay it forward.”
Maybe we are all lawyers because, among
other reasons, we want to help people and,
this “pay it forward” is at the very root of why
we are mentors. In must be in our DNA.
As far as I can remember, my law school
had a formal mentoring program through its
very active alumni association. When Terry
Lavin (now Justice Lavin) was president of
the Illinois State Bar Association in 2003,
he recognized that a more formal mentoring
program was a good idea among the 34,000plus lawyer members. Historically, mentoring
programs were provincial, local bar associations, law schools, ethnic lawyer groups and
the like.
Lavin recognized that there could be a
more structured mentoring program using
modern-day technology, and promoted it for
altruistic reasons as well as an additional ISBA
membership benefit. Today it is a wonderful,
permanent mentor/mentee program – check
it out.
The ISBA wasn’t the only statewide
lawyer group in the vanguard of creating
a structured up-to-the-minute technology
advanced mentoring program. Delaware’s
(2,500 members) “Professional Guidance
Committee” provides peer counseling and
supports lawyers overburdened by personal or
practice-related problems; Florida’s (unified
state bar, 50,000 members) Younger Lawyers
Division program called “Scope” provides
experienced attorneys in various substantive
areas for consultation for those unfamiliar with
a particular practice area; Maryland (20,000
members) has used a web-based program designed to provide new practitioners a contact
opportunity by listing all volunteer attorneys
by practice area; Minnesota’s (22,000 members) “Colleague” program provides lawyerto-lawyer advice to attorneys of all ages and
years of practice, geared primarily toward new
lawyers; Missouri, (20,000 members) geared
toward lawyers in rural areas where many new
attorneys with solo or small firm practices,
creates one-on-one matches for help on an ad
hoc basis with the potential of creating career
mentor/mentee relationships.
Think about it. How many calls do each of
us get in a day, a week, a month, from a colleague, a younger lawyer, protégé, or former
associate, asking a particular question on a
matter of procedure, information on a judge,
law office economics, filing jury demands,
seeking recommendations, and the like?

Our wonderful Illinois Supreme Court
recognized the importance of mentoring, of
paying it forward, when it provided for Mandatory Continuing Legal Education credit for
qualifying programs. The Justinian Society,
the largest ethnic (Italian-American) bar association in the state (probably in the country)
has a for-CLE-credit program providing 6
hours of CLE (all purpose) credit – check the
website (http://www.justinians.org).
The ISBA has adopted a lawyer – to – lawyer
formal mentoring program – a one year mentoring program pairing select ISBA lawyers
with new admittees to provide them guidance
(“paying it forward”) during their first years
of practice. The lawyer mentors get 6 hours
of CLE credit and new attorneys can select
this ISBA mentoring program as one option
to comply with their MCLE requirements –
providing 15 hours of accredited CLE. (Check
out the ISBA mentoring information on its
website, http://www.isba.org/mentoring).
Of course, for all of us who have experienced
helping a younger professional, law student,
young lawyer, colleague, or protégé, we can
identify with the good feeling it brings us.
This might be selfish unto itself.
And how important have those relationships
become in our lives, of the younger people or
colleagues we have met and helped in some
way, now knowing that they have become,
professionally and emotionally, extensions
of us to some degree. And, no doubt, these
beneficiaries of our mentoring will “pay it
forward.”
When we see a mentor or mentee, our
guards go down, and because of the basis of
the mentoring relationship, a certain bond of
mutual respect, good will and trust has been
established. Nothing in my career has brought
me greater satisfaction.
Leonard F. Amari is a co-managing partner of
the firm of Amari & Locallo, whose practice
is confined to the ad valorem real estate tax
assessment process, with offices in Chicago
and Bloomingdale (DuPage County). He also
serves as president of the John Marshall Law
School Board of Trustees.

Everything you could ever want to know
about “QR Codes” – whatever they are.

By: Leonard F. Amari
Dear fellow not-so-technologically-adapt
attorneys. You may not know what the term
“QR Codes” means but you certainly have
seen this goofy little ink-blot kind of square
here, there and everywhere. It is called a QR
Code. Next to this paragraph is the QR Code
for the ISBA Mutual Insurance Company.
I’m using this column as a vehicle to tell
us technologically-challenged individuals
what these codes are, what they mean, why
we bother with them, why we really should
bother with them, why we have no choice but
to bother with them, and, believe it or not,
how you can even get and use your own QR
Code.
I’m sure you have seen this code on billboards, mailed items, walking through the
airports or the train stations or the bus stations,
in magazines and in stores, etc. By this time
you have realized that it’s called a QR (short
for “quick response”) Code. It is nothing more
than a barcode (whatever a barcode is?) that
can be read by your smartphone (also called
an iPhone or android). I would assume that
most of the readers of this column have such a
new-fangled telephone. I have it on my agenda
to get one – one of these days. Anyways, a QR
Code is basically, as I said, a barcode that can
be read by your smartphone. This device, or
concept, or however you want to categorize it,
was developed in Japan (of course!) to track
car inventory and should help you in your
law practice if for no other reason than marketing. Once created, some brilliant person
came up with the wonderful idea to combine
barcodes and the internet. By the way, in case
you are wondering, a “barcode” is an optical
machine-readable representation of data relating to the object to which it is attached – it is
the labeling of nearly every product in stores
and has boosted productivity in nearly every
sector of commerce worldwide.
This is how it works: your smartphone (the
generic name for all these do – everything
phones, e.g., iPhone, etc.) reads this QR
barcode and directs you to a relevant website.
Most smart phones are equipped to read such
a code or you can get the phone service provider to install a QR Code reader (many are
free) on your iPhone, Android, Blackberry
and the like. Of course, like me, if you don’t
have use of these new-fangled phones (shame
on me!) you really should get one because in
this fast moving world that we live in today
we really need immediate, constant contact
with both our clients and our office and, certainly, our family. Anyways, when you click
on the QR Code, hold your phone up to the
code and the camera on your smartphone will

view this code and a few
seconds later, (lo and behold!) your smartphone will
automatically deliver you
to the website representing
this QR Code, text, or phone
number that is dedicated to
that QR Code. Try it out: take
out your smartphone, get the app, hold it up
the QR Code at the top of this article, and
give it a zap and you’ll know all you need to
know, at least preliminarily about our wonderful Illinois State Bar Association/Mutual
Insurance Company, founded and continuing
the providing of stable, affordable legal malpractice insurance coverage as an additional
benefit as an ISBA member.
You might ask yourself at this point, “How
do I get one of those QR things?” Generating a
QR Code is free and easy to do. Just go online
(the internet) and Google “free QR code generator.” You will find many sites offering this.  
You will be asked some basic questions, such
as what content type you want the QR code
to go to. Will it be a URL (uniform resource
locator, better known as a web address)? Will
it be a phone number or written text? Then
you simply let the site know where you want
the QR code to be directed – your website
URL, phone number, etc. Click “generate,”
and you have your code. You can copy and
paste it wherever you want. It’s your code!
Your next step is to decide where and how
to use your QR code. Where do most of your
clients congregate? What are their traffic patterns? Where do they drive? Where do they
walk? What do they need? If you know these
things, you can place a QR code anywhere, on
anything, directing the public to your website.
Think of the possibilities – giant billboards,
small signs, brochures, business cards, flyers,
magazine ads, direct mailings, t-shirts. This
is just scratching the surface on how to use
these codes.
This technology is already huge in Europe
and Asia. It’s just catching on in the U.S. and
is already the next big thing. QR Codes are
cool, and you will be too, if you use them.
Well, now you know what a QR Code is,
why you need one, how to have access to
QR Codes that you see around and, believe
it or not, how you can even create your own
QR Code, and hopefully, use it. I hope this
helps. Sure, it’s intimidating but, in this fast
paced world of communication, technology,
marketing, it is as important to the practice
of law as substantive rules and their applications.
Good luck.

Honore
Nella Legge

How about being the first on your
block to receive a Justinian desk
flag by writing a check to the
Justinian Scholarship Fund in the
amount of $200, or more? With
the sad condition of the economy,
law students, especially folks from
our community, are more in need
of scholarship monies than ever.
The Justinian Society, in fact, our
ethnicity, is known for its generosity and concern for others.
Won’t you write your $200 check
today to the Justinian Society
Scholarship Fund? Send it to the
Newsletter editor at our Justinian
Headquarters, 734 N. Wells St.,
Chicago, IL 60654. You will immediately receive in the mail or by
messenger, a mailing tube containing your Justinian desk flag.
Grazie!
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Turano Award
in Memory of
Justice Harrison

Joe Locallo and Senator Ron Turano
One of the true luminaries of the Chicagoarea Italian-American community, business and
community leader Renato Turano does triple
duty as the Senatore representing North and
Central America in the Italian Parliament.
Best known locally as the President of the
Turano Baking Co., one of the largest manufacturers of artisan breads in North America,
Turano was elected to the Italian Senate this
spring, having previously occupied the post
from 2006 to 2008.
Turano has been actively involved in the
Chicago-area Italian-American community
for decades. He has presided over the Columbian Club of Chicago, Calabresi in America
Organization, Italian American Chamber of
Commerce-Midwest and Casa Italia, and he has
been honored by the Joint Civic Committee of
Italian Americans, the Italian Cultural Center
and the Italian American Civic Organization
of Berwyn, among others.
In recent years, Turano has become involved
on the national and international levels as well.
He represented the Midwest chamber on the
Assocamerestero, an association of 76 Italian
chambers of commerce around the world, and
he has served for the last 16 years as consulter/
adviser to the Region of Calabria, representing
the interests of Calabresi in North America at
annual conferences in Italy.
Among his many accomplishments, he 1)
co-founded Casa Italia, a community center for
Italian Americans in the Chicago area; 2) helped
the Italian American Chamber of CommerceMidwest win official recognition from the Italian
government; 3) leveraged funds from the Italian
government to support economic exchanges
between Italy and the Midwest, resulting in
increased import/export activity; 4) brought
Calabresi organizations from across North
America together for the first time to work for
the common good; and 5) helped create a sistercollege relationship between the University
of Wisconsin-Parkside and the University of
Calabria.
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Sommario Selected Johnson & Bell
40 Under 40
By: Leonard F. Amari
His leadership in the organized bar has been
demonstrated by his years of service, notwithstanding his young age, in the governance of the
33,000 member Illinois State Bar Association.
Also, Frank has shown his leadership skills by
serving as Secretary of the Justinian Society of
(Italian) Lawyers, the largest ethnic bar association in the state. He will work his way through
the chairs and become President of this 90+
year old organization in the year 2018.
Frank is a skilled attorney, having represented
virtually thousands of petitioners in workman’s
compensation claims before the Illinois Workers’ Compensation Commission. This year he is
the president of the Illinois Workers’ Compensation Lawyers Association (WCLA).He has been
doing this work since early in his career, as far
back as February 2001. He considers assisting
injured workers not as a livelihood but as a
life mission. He genuinely cares about people
and compensating injured workers; in fact, he
considers it a privilege to help injured workers
get the benefits they deserve.
He was named as one of Illinois’ Rising Stars
by Super Lawyers for the year 2010, 2011 and
again, 2012; in addition to his law degree, Frank
has the status of Certified Public Accountant
and is a registered Investment Advisor; he is
very active in his alumni association at DePaul
University College of Law as well as Fenwick
High School, where he serves as a member
of the Fenwick (Lawyers) Association; and
he currently serves as a member of the Board
of Directors of the Fenwick Bar Association,
2011-2012.
Frank has also demonstrated his commitment
to the community and the profession as follows:
Silver Fellow of the Illinois Bar Foundation,
serving in 2010 and 2011 as co-chair of the
ad book committee; serving as co-chair for a
number of years for the fundraising efforts of
the Justinian Society for its annual golf outing
as well as co-chair of its annual Installation Ad
Book.
Additional folks from our community who
are recipients of the 40 Under 40 recognition
include Brian Monico, a litigator with the firm
of Burke, Wise, Morrissey & Kaveny, LLC and
David T. Cellitti with the firm of Dykema LLC.
Valentino, Gallo and Salvi join many other Italian American attorneys so recognized over the
years, including, among others, the Gamraths
(both Celia and Rob), Franco Coladipietro,
Gregory Conforti, Anthony Masciopinto, David
Bonoma, Colleen Scimeca, Anita Ventrelli, John
M. Spesia, Katherine Amari O’Dell, John Storino, Kenneth C. Apicella, Peter M. Spingola,
Michael Bonamarte, and Christopher Carani.

Joe Marconi and our friends at Johnson & Bell
received the highest state level award from the
Illinois Committee of the Employer Support for
the Guard and Reserve (“ESGR”) for its support for members of the United States military
services.
Presenting the award to firm founder William
V. Johnson and firm vice-president Joseph R.
Marconi were US Navy Captain Mark T. Hunzeker, the chief of the Navy’s Midwest Region
Legal Services Office, Great Lakes Naval
Station; Renato Bacci, the incoming chairman
of the Illinois ESGR Committee; and William C. Glynn, the Northern Illinois chair of
ESGR.
Johnson & Bell was selected to receive the
award at the recommendation of Frank M.
Grenard, one of the firm attorneys. Grenard is
an ombudsman and military outreach volunteer
with the Illinois ESGR Committee. He is also
the Chairman of the Illinois State Bar Association’s Military Affairs Committee.
Citing the firm’s demonstrated commitment
to supporting Grenard’s participation in ESGR
programs and projects over the past several years,
including allowing him to devote hundreds of
volunteer hours the ESGR activities and service
members, ESGR recognized the extraordinary
support shown by Johnson & Bell to service
members not only in Illinois but throughout the
nation.
ESGR is a Department of Defense office. It
was established in 1972 to promote cooperation
and understanding between Reserve Component
Service members and their civilian employers
and to assist in the resolution of conflicts arising
from an employee’s military commitment.
The Seven Seals Award is the award given
by ESGR to persons or organizations that significantly advance the ESGR mission.
Other Justinians with the firm include: Joann T.
Angarola, Joseph B. Carini III, Gregory Conforti, Anthony M. DeVito, Cecilio L. Franco IV,
Michael J. Lizzadro, Victor J. Pioli, Michael A.
Pauletto, Gina M. Rossi, Meghan M. Sciortino,
Joseph F. Spitzzeri, Alan W. Succari, Sharon L.
Stanzione and William D. Serritella.

Joe Locallo - Half of a Law Firm “Odd Couple”

This article is being republished with permission
from the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, authored
by John Flynn Rooney.

After 25 years in business, the real estate
property tax firm Amari & Locallo is looking to grow beyond the borders of its home
state.
“Our newest endeavor is to expand our
practice outside of Illinois into a national
practice,” said Joseph Fl Locallo Jr., the firm’s
co-managing partner.
“Our long-range plan is to develop more
business locally and outside of Illinois in the
real estate tax assessment area.”
Over the last year or so, the 10-lawyer firm
has filed appeals for clients in states including Arizona, California, Florida and New
Hampshire.
Matters filed outside Illinois now make up
less than 10 percent of the firm’s business – a
figure Locallo hopes to see increase soon.
“I would like to see about 25 percent of
the firm’s practice be in selected states in the
United Sates” within the next three years, he
said.
As for other goals, Locallo has a few.
“To maintain the same respect that we
have in the community in our area of the law;
to continue to educate ourselves in the law
and procedures; and constantly review our
responsibilities.
Locallo serves as co-managing partner of
the firm with founding partner Leonard F.
Amari.
“We seem to come to the same conclusion
on issues that arise,” Locallo said. “We’ve
never had an argument or disagreement.”
Locallo runs much of the firm’s day-to-day
operations – a task he handles with aggressiveness and determination, Amari said.
“He gets his teeth into something and he
never lets it go,” Amari said. “He’s got great
integrity and he’s ambitious.”
Locallo’s also “here like an accountant with
that green shade above his eyes,” Amari said.
“He’s in at first light and leaves when the sun
goes down.”
Locallo’s duties also involve managing the
firm’s personnel, including 15 support staff.
He said he aims to lead by example and display a strong work ethic. He also maintains
an open-door policy.
“I problem-solve with the person who has
the problem,” he said. “I like to listen rather
than to dictate terms.”
Years ago, as the firm’s client base was

growing, Locallo developed intricate systems
for tracking cases and managing routine paperwork tasks.
Now the firm uses a computerized system
to handle those processes. Keeping up with
digital advancements, Locallo said, is a main
challenge for the firm.
“It’s technology and trying to maintain the
cutting-edge in data and computer software,”
he said, “so we can meet the needs of our
clients and also the variety of jurisdictions
that are more and more on the Internet.”
Another major challenge facing the firm’s
lawyers involves being constantly available
to clients. Locallo always carries his cellphone with him and answers it at night and
on weekends.
“With new iPhones and the Internet capabilities, you don’t have to come back to your
desk anymore to find out who called for you,”
Locallo said.
“So you are returning their phone calls
immediately and responding immediately to
their questions. I think that’s the key to good
service and the future for the legal profession.”
Locallo said his primary focus remains on
client matters. He handles routine property
tax appeals, along with appeals involving
high-rise downtown Chicago buildings that
might have unique characteristics.
But “being a small or midsize firm, it only
takes about 10 percent of my time to manage
the firm,” he said.
Thomas H. Donohoe – a McDermott, Will
& Emery LLP partner – attended grammar
school and high school with Locallo. They

also refer clients to each other.
Donohoe called Locallo extremely meticulous and well organized. He deeply cares
about his clients,” Donohoe said. “He worries
about them.”
Locallo also exhibits the highest amount of
professionalism, his longtime friend said.
“I’ve seen him decline business where he
does not think he can help people,” Donohoe
said.
Locallo, a Chicago native who grew up
near Wrigley Field, comes from a tight-knit
Italian-American family. His father and uncle
served on the Chicago Police Department.
Locallo also worked as a Chicago police
officer for five years ending in 1975. During part of that time, he attended The John
Marshall Law School, graduating in 1976.
He earned an L.L.M. degree in taxation at
the same school in 1987.
He joined the Cook County state’s attorney’s
office after law school and worked his way up
to chief Felony Review Unit before leaving
the office in 1982.
For about the next year, he worked for the
firm now known as Clausen, Miller P.C.
In 1984, he became an Illinois assistant
attorney general, serving a stint as chief of
revenue litigation for the officer’s northern
division.
When he left there in 1987, he joined
Amari’s law firm and the two became name
partners in 1988. Locallo’s brother, John G.
Locallo, and Josephs’s namesake son, Joseph
F. Locallo III, also work at the firm.
Michael A. Ficaro, an Ungarett & Harris
LLP partner, hired Locallo when Ficaro was a
top official at the state’s attorney and attorney
general offices.
He called Locallo a “very organized detail
guy” who is disciplined.
Over the years, Amari & Locallo’s practice
grew dramatically, Ficaro said.
Amari “could be described as a people
person and Joe is, to a degree, more focused
on the operations of the business and its efficiency,” he said.
“Leonard is certainly efficient, but Joe is
certainly the Type A personality between them.
It’s a little bit like Felix and Oscar,” Ficaro
said referring to the main characters in “The
Odd Couple” movie and TV show.
As for the firm’s 25th anniversary plans,
Locallo said, “If nothing else, we’ll open a
bottle of vintage wine.”
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Richard Felice Installed as President-Elect Phillips set to take
and Umberto Davi as 2nd VP of iSBA
top ITLA post
Richard D. Felice, a lawyer in private practice in Wheaton,
has moved up the organizational ladder of the Illinois State
Bar Association (ISBA), becoming president-elect of the
organization. Previously, he served as third and second vice
president and will be installed as president in June 2014-15.
Felice, who concentrates his practice in domestic relations
and litigation, was elected to a three-year term on the Board
of Governors in 2003 and re-elected in 2006. Previously an
ISBA Assembly member, he has served on numerous ISBA
committees and sections, including the Agenda Committee
for whom he was chair. Felice is secretary/treasurer of the
ISBA Mutual Insurance Company, and serves on the board
of the Illinois Bar Foundation, the charitable arm of the
ISBA. In 2004, he received the Ralph A. Gabric Award for
Professional Excellence.
Felice served, by appointment of the Illinois Supreme
Court, on the Supreme Court Rules Committee. A long-time
member of the DuPage County Bar Association, he was its
president, and director and chair of its Judiciary Committee. He is also a past president of the DuPage County Bar
Foundation and the DuPage County Chapter of The Justinian Society.
Felice received a B.A. degree, with honors, from Loyola University-Chicago in 1976 and a
J.D., with honors, from Northern Illinois University College of Law in 1979.
Umberto Davi, of Willowbrook, a principal in the Western Springs Law Firm of Umberto S.
Davi, P.C., has been installed second vice president of the Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA).
Previously, he served as third vice president and will be installed as president in June 2015-16.
Davi, whose law practice concentrates in family law and
real estate, was first elected to the ISBA Board of Governors
in 1998 and was re-elected in 2004, 2008 and again in 2011.
Since becoming an ISBA member in 1982, he has served on
the ISBA’s 201-member Assembly and has been active on
numerous committees.
A past president of the Cook County Justinian Society of
Lawyers, Davi has served as president of the Willowbrook
Police Pension Board for more than ten years and is a Willowbrook Village trustee. He also is an Emeritus Trustee of
The John Marshall Law School. A native of Italy, he helped
establish the Sicilian American Cultural Association, and is
a lifetime member of the Joint Civic Committee of Italian
Americans.
He is a member of several organizations including the
American Bar Association, DuPage and Will County bar
associations, West Suburban Bar Association, Women’s Bar
Association of Illinois, DuPage Association of Women Lawyers, Illinois Trial Lawyers Association, Illinois Real Estate
Lawyers Association, DuPage County Justinian Society of
Lawyers, Illinois Bar Foundation, and the Western Springs Business Association.
Davi received his law degree from The John Marshall Law School, with Distinction, in 1982.
A member of its alumni board, he was its president in 2005-06. He received his undergraduate
degree in 1976 from Western Illinois University, in Macomb, where he was a member of the
National Honor Society.
Davi has been married to his wife Janet for 34 years. He is the proud father of four boys,
Dion (Kelly), an attorney in Wheaton; Michael, 2011 graduate of Western Illinois University;
Ryan, 2013 graduate of Augustana College; and Evan, a junior at Purdue University; and two
grandchildren, Tia and Nico.
The 32,000-member ISBA (isba.org), with offices in Springfield and Chicago, provides professional services to Illinois lawyers, and education and services to the public through a website
(illinoislawyerfinder.com), consumer brochures, and distribution of legal information.

This article is being republished with permission
from the wonderful Chicago Daily Law Bulletin,
authored by Mary Kate Malone.

Steve Phillips (left) with Lou Cairo

As the next president of the Illinois Trial
Lawyer Association, Stephen D. Phillips
plans to do more than lobby in Springfield for
the rights of injured people – he also wants
to change public perception about personal
– injury lawsuits and the attorneys who file
them.
Contrary to some peoples’ views, personal –
injury attorneys aren’t out to “hit the jackpot,”
said Phillips, 54.
“In the last five years in Illinois, lawsuits
against doctors have dropped 50 percent,”
Phillips said. “If you listen to all the gossip
and rumor, you’d think that all the plaintiff
lawyers are suing doctors right and left, and
it just isn’t true.”
Phillips is managing partner of Phillips Law
Offices and has practiced personal – injury
law for his entire career. He takes the reins
of the 2,300 – member organization June 7.
Phillips grew up in Deerfield, then attended
University of Iowa as an undergraduate. After
finishing his studies at Loyola University
Chicago School of Law in 1985, he joined
his father’s law firm, John G. Phillips &
Associates.
He changed the name of the firm in 2002,
following the death of his father, who was
president of ITLA in 1964 and 1965.
“My dad always represented the underdog
against the bully, and that always intrigued
me,” Phillips said. “I liked representing the
underdog – injured people against the various
financially secure and powerful insurance
companies.”
Phillips doesn’t have a theme or catchphrase
for his presidency.
Continued on page 17
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Phillips, continued from page 16

Instead, he wants to carry on the organization’s long – standing missions of lobbying at
the Statehouse making the legal system more
accessible, addressing public perception issues and educating lawyers on how to more
effectively represent injured parties.
“The civil justice system is under daily attack from people and corporations who want
to take away the right to trial by jury…and
they think the civil justice system is the root
of all evil,” Phillips said.
The lobbying responsibilities will bring
him to the state capital at least several times
each month, depending on what legislation
law makers are considering.
For example, when the legislature debated
placing caps on noneconomic damages in
medical – malpractice cases about eight years
ago, the ITLA president went to Springfield
several days each week, said Peter J. Flowers,
a partner at Meyers & Flowers in St. Charles
who was ITLA president in 2009 and 2010.
Lawmakers eventually approved the caps;
the Illinois Supreme Court overturned it in
2010.
“I think I’m good at being a strong voice
for these people to fight against corporations
and groups that want to limit the rights of
injured people,” Phillips said. “It’s a daily
fight, it truly is a daily battle.”
Phillips has the right qualities to lead ITLA
because he’s not only well – liked, but also
well – respected by his peers, said Patrick A.
Salvi, managing partner at Salvi, Schostok &
Pritchard P.C. who served as ITLA president
in 1993 and 1994.
“You have to have the credibility with
regards to your skills as a trial lawyer,” Salvi
said. “In order to lead, the people you are
leading have to have the highest respect for
the president, first and foremost, with regard
to his or her skills as a trial lawyer. And he
has that.”

Top: Dominic Fichera, Steve Phillips; Seated
Justice Bob Thomas and the late John Phillips

Sometimes, Phillips said, he will think about
a case for up to 16 hours a day.
He said personal – injury lawyers sometimes
get criticized for “frivolous lawsuits” even
though defense lawyers often use “frivolous
defenses.”
He recalled one case in which his client
underwent surgery for a neck injury and was
given two times the maximum dosage of a
drug, which ultimately killed her.
It was a case that, he said, should not have
been in the civil justice system long.
“That case went on for five years,” Phillips
said. “It settled the night before the trial was
supposed to start.”
He plans to meet with the ITLA Executive
Committee to develop proposals for new state
legislation.
“What they will revolve around is making
the civil justice system more efficient, and
less costly,” he said. “The cost of litigation
closes courthouse doors to injured people
sometimes. And we have to address that.”
Christopher T. Hurley, an ITLA member
and a partner at Hurley, McKenna & Mertz
P.C., said he expects that Phillips will have
a high – energy presidency and will grow
membership by convincing lawyers of ITLA’s
importance.
“He’s absolutely dedicated to our organization,” Hurley said. “He’s labored in the vineyards for many years before being recognized
and given this honor.”
The job will require hard work and a readiness to engage in politics, Flowers said, and
the lobbying skills will come with time.
“The great thing about it is you’re doing
a job that has nothing to do with your own
practice or your own law firm,” Flowers said.
“It’s really more like serving.”
[Editor’s note: Of course Steve is the son of
the late, great John Phillips – who came to this
country in 1945 – as Giovanni Gian Grasso –
and distinguished himself as a very successful
pioneer in the catastrophic injury field. Both
the late John and now his legacy Steve, have
been very generous contributors, for many
years, with many, many thousands of dollars
to our Justinian Scholarship Fund.]

Nicole A. Jaconetty
Nicole Jaconetty,
daughter of our
brother Justinian
Thomas Jaconetty,
has completed her
semester abroad at
University College
Dublin (UCD). At
UCD, she moved
forward with her
studies in Anthopology and American Studies, her
two majors at Fordham University.
Her coursework was primarily taken at The
William Clinton Institute for American Studies at UCD.
While at UCD, she also auditioned for
and was accepted into the UCD Dance Society’s Irish dance choreography crew. The
Irish dance choreography crew, comprised
of 14 Irish students and Nicole, as the lone
American, took first in the Irish University
Inter-Varsities for Dance (Irish Dance category) in February. Nicole, a champion Irish
dancer, will compete as a soloist at the North
American Nationals for Irish Dance in July.
Nicole also took the opportunity to travel
to the European continent while studying at
UCD. She took great pleasure in her visits to
Venice and Rome. This was Nicole’s second
visit to Rome. Her first visit was in 2010 with
the Latin class from Regina Dominican High
School in Wilmette.
While studying abroad, Nicole was approached by Fordham University and asked
to apply for admission to the Fordham Club’s
2013-2014 class. The Fordham Club serves
as an honor society, an advisory board to the
Dean of Fordham College, and a fraternity.
The Club undertakes initiatives dedicated to
improving Fordham College. The Fordham
Club unites thirty dedicated and motivated
seniors during their final year and stipulates
continuing loyalty to Fordham in years to
come. Nicole has been honored by Fordham
University with inclusion into the Fordham
Club.
Nicole also applied for early admission to
Fordham University’s Graduate School of
Arts & Sciences. On May 13, 2013, Nicole
received a positive letter from Fordham University. It said, “I am pleased to inform you
that you have been admitted to graduate study
toward the Early Admission M.A. in Elections
and Campaign Management beginning in the
Fall 2013.”
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May a Condemnor Abandon its Take?
By: Bryan P. Lynch
At the birth of our nation, one of the rights
prized by American
citizens was the
right to own real
property. It took the
Fifth Amendment
of the United States
Constitution to prevent the government from taking
private property for
public use without
just compensation.
In Illinois, this
takings clause is
embodied in the Illinois Constitution at
Article I, Section 15, as well as in the Eminent
Domain Act (735 ILCS 30, et seq.) (“Act”).
The Act requires that the taking agency, such
as the State or a municipality (a “condemnor”),
reimburse a property owner in the event the
condemnor dismisses or otherwise abandons its
own complaint to condemn. 735 ILCS 30/105-70(a). Consistent with the security afforded
constitutional rights, the Act is strictly construed
to protect the rights of property owners. See,
e.g., Forest Preserve Dist. of Kane County v.
Estes, 222 Ill. App. 3d 167, 175, 583 N.E.2d
640, 645 (2d Dist. 1991).
The issue of reimbursing owner expenditures
is relatively nuanced when, instead of voluntarily
dismissing its own complaint, the condemnor
merely amends its complaint to change the
property it seeks, e.g. the size, configuration or
rights taken. Simply put, the analysis will likely
turn on whether or not the amended complaint
adds new property to the proposed take. Such a
change has been held to constitute a new petition,
abandoning the old petition and triggering the
obligation to reimburse the property owner his
or her costs, expenses and reasonable attorney
fees, and to initiate a new proceeding. The rationale for this holding is that taking property
beyond that described in the original complaint
presents different legal questions and requires
different evidence of necessity. See, Department
of Public Works and Buildings v. Lanter, 15
Ill. 2d 33, 38-39, 153 N.E.2d 552, 555 (1958)
(court also considered condemnor's prolonged
inaction and the passage of time’s influence on
market values); see, also, Department of Transp.
v. HP/Meachum Land Ltd. Partnership, 245 Ill.
App. 3d 252, 257-258, 614 N.E.2d 485, 489 (2d
Dist. 1993); Department of Transp. v. La Salle
National Bank, 102 Ill. App. 3d 1093, 1097,
430 N.E.2d 286, 290 (2d Dist. 1981) (amended
petition did not constitute a new petition where
the amendment merely deleted the taking of
access rights).
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Very likely, it will be the property owner raising the argument that an amendment constitutes
abandonment. As such, when the condemnor
mentions a potential amendment, the owner
would do well to insist that the condemnor move
the court for leave to file an amended complaint.
The property owner can then challenge the
amendment without first having to file a motion
seeking an order finding partial abandonment
(followed by a petition for fees and costs).
The Act's provision for reimbursement of an
owner is consistent with “[t]he Takings Clause
[which] is designed to bar Government from
forcing some people alone to bear public burdens which, in all fairness and justice, should
be borne by the public as a whole." Ark. Game
& Fish Comm'n v. United States, No. 11-597
(S. Ct. December 4, 2012), p. 9. Indeed, when
a complaint is amended to change the property
taken, an owner may have to obtain a second
and new set of engineering, appraisal, and
legal analyses. A civil engineer, for example,
could have to start from scratch in analyzing
the take's impact to the property's circulation,
access, and parking. A revised or entirely new
appraisal may also be appropriate, especially if
the part not taken, or “remainder,” is damaged
and necessitates a new analysis. The owner's
attorney will then have to scrutinize these new
expert opinions in preparing for a trial based
upon the condemnor's amended take – this, in
addition to the attorney's scrutiny of the “different legal questions [and] evidence of necessity”
presented. See, Lanter, 15 Ill. 2d at 38-39, 153
N.E.2d at 555.
In other words, the owner will have incurred
costs and fees for services stemming from the
original complaint to condemn, and certain of
these services will likely be rendered useless by
the condemnor's amended take. The owner is
thus entitled to seek reimbursement of the fees
and costs associated with these wasted expenses,
with the condemnor bearing the burden of its
own changed mind.
Bryan Lynch offices at 734 N. Wells Street,
Chicago, Illinois where he concentrates his
practice in the representation of property owners
in eminent domain, condemnation and property
rights matters. Mr. Lynch’s eminent domain
experience includes the representation of industrial, commercial, and residential property and
business owners throughout the metropolitan
area. Mr. Lynch further represents clients in the
unique areas of prosecuting unconstitutional
takings (inverse condemnation), regulatory takings, extractions, and a variety of other property
rights matters. Mr. Lynch can be contacted at
312.573.2727 or via email at bpl@blynchlaw.
com.

Mayor Coladipietro
Hires Attorneys
[Republished in its entirety from, the Daily
Herald, written by Robert Sanchez]

Franco and his lovely family

Bloomingdale Mayor Franco Coladipietro is continuing to make changes to
the roster of outside law firms employed
by the municipality.
Less than a month after getting a new
village attorney, trustees on Monday night
approved Coladipietro's recommendation
to hire two new lawyers to handle DUI
cases and collective bargaining matters.
Salvatore J. "Sam" Tornatore has been
appointed by Coladipietro to become
Bloomingdale's village prosecutor. He
replaces Tom Howard, who had been
prosecuting the village's DUI and traffic
cases.
Coladipietro called Howard "a great
guy and a great attorney." Still, the mayor
said, he wanted to make the change.
"I just wanted to put someone in that
position who I had personal knowledge of
their legal expertise," Coladipietro said.
"Sam is probably one of the best legal
minds that I've ever worked with."
Tornatore, a former Bloomingdale
Township trustee who now serves on the
DuPage County Board, will be paid $120
per hour — the same rate as the previous
village prosecutor.
Trustees also agreed to employ Michael K. Durkin — an attorney with the
Rosemont-based law firm of Storino,
Ramello & Durkin — as special village
legal counsel for collective bargaining
and human resources.
Bloomingdale had been paying the law
firm of Clark Baird Smith up to $315 an
hour to do that type of legal work. Durkin
will receive $195 an hour.
Despite his cheaper hourly rate, Durkin

Anatomy of a Dream Project
By: Dominic Candeloro

Bloomingdale Mayor Coladipietro and his
village prosecutor, Sam Tornatore

will provide the village with "the highest
caliber" of legal representation, according
to Coladipietro.
"It's a win-win type of a situation," he
said. "We cut costs, but we don't sacrifice
service at the same time."
On May 28, Coladipietro appointed
Michael Castaldo Jr. to the office of village attorney. Castaldo replaced attorney
Ronald Cope, who had represented the
village since the 1980s.
In addition to knowing him for years,
Coladipietro said he was impressed by
the fact that Castaldo is a Bloomingdale
resident.
"He's making decisions that are affecting people in the community," Coladipietro said. "And he's here in the community.
It's a nice dynamic because there's issues
that come up that are tough issues."
[Editor’s note: Of course Mayor Coladipietro is a partner in the ad valorum firm of
Amari & Locallo – managing its DuPage
County office and the firm’s statewide and
growing national practice.]

Help Wanted!
We always have a number of resumes
of young lawyers seeking an associate
position, and law students at local law
schools seeking law clerk positions.
There are also individuals looking for
secretarial or assistant positions in a
law firm setting, most with previous
experience in a law office.
Interested parties can contact the Editor, Leonard F. Amari at 312-255-8550
or lfa@amari-locallo.com. A listing
of those seeking positions are also
listed on our website, along with their
resumes. View them at:
www.justinians.org.

The history and culture and even the memory
of our ancestors is at risk of being lost. No, I
don’t mean Leonardo and Michelangelo or even
the Roman Empire. I mean the epic story of our
immigrant grandfathers and grandmothers, our
parents who built the Little Italies and even us
who are living the American dreams of our ancestors. Emigration from Italy and immigration
to the US is one of the most powerful forces in
the histories of both countries. But most Italian
Americans (admit it!)---have only the foggiest
notion of general Italian American history.
With the exception of a few avid genealogists,
Italian Americans know very little about their
own family histories. How can we prevent loss
of our ethnic heritage?
It’s really a no-brainer: we invest in our cause
and we turn to our major, established cultural
institutions to find partners who will invest in
our cause. Just as universities, museums, and
libraries keep alive the culture, history, learning
and languages of the past, they can preserve the
essence of the Italian American culture. OUR
culture. As a person who has been connected to
universities since I trundled off to Northwestern
in 1958, my solution to this problem is to turn
to a major University.
A few years ago, the Sicilian American
Cultural Association honored Fr. Michael Garanzini, S.J., the dynamic President and CEO of
Loyola University Chicago. He is a proud Italian American who grew up near St. Louis’Hill
neighborhood. In the Q & A that followed his
presentation, I asked him if he were open to an
endowed professorship of Italian American studies at Loyola. Without hesitation he said, “Yes!
I’ll match donation from the Italian American
community at the level that it takes to make
it happen.” Visions of sugar plums danced in
my head---here was the golden opportunity to
continue all the good work done at the Casa
Library and the Italians in Chicago Project.
Unfortunately, health problems and academic
tasks diverted my attention from the golden
opportunity. One of those tasks was the editing and publishing of “Reconstructing Italians
in Chicago: Thirty Authors in Search of Roots
and Branches.” One of those authors was Robert
“Mickey” Lombardo, Associate Professor of
Criminology and Criminal Justice at Loyola.
When the book was finally published in 2011, I
(remembering the SACA encounter) suggested
that Mickey make a presentation of the book to
President Garanzini. A luncheon was arranged
at the President’s residence. Lombardo and I,
accompanied by legendary Italian American
leader Anthony J. Fornelli were treated to a
small informal lunch with Fr. Garanzini and a
few other Loyola officials including Art Lurigio,
Associate Dean for Faculty in the College of
Arts and Sciences.
We hit it off perfectly. There was complete
understanding and agreement on the need to
preserve and promote Italian American culture
AND on the role that Loyola could play. We

Professor Candeloro and Fra Noi publisher
Anthony Fornelli, visiting the offices of Tom
Planera raising money for the Italian - Loyola
Project".
also explored the idea that Loyola and Casa
Italia, with its library and cultural activities,
would make a great partnership for this project.
Moreover, Loyola’s Italian language and literature program, its history offerings, and the John
Felice Rome Center (which attracts more foreign
university students than any other institution
in Italy) would be a perfect complement to the
Italian American professorship.
Could we raise the money? As important as
the study of Italian American history/culture
might be, it would never become a self-sufficient
element in the University. With the pressure on
students to take required and career-oriented
courses, enrollment itself would be inadequate.
Like a lot of specialized materials---the Greek
and Roman Classics, Centers in Ethnic and
Religious Studies, and other esoteric fields, an
Italian American studies program would need
to be endowed by this generation to preserve it
for future generations.
Could we do it? There are 300,000 people
of Italian descent in the Chicago area, about
700,000 in the state. There are a number of
high-profile, wealthy Italian Americans. In
many cases of endowed professorships, wealthy
individuals and families come forward with gifts
over $200,000, allowing them to attach their
family name to the professorship---We should
be so lucky! There are over two hundred Italian
American clubs in the Chicago area that could
be called upon for support. The vast majority of
our co-ethnics are middle class or better---easily
able to afford donations. And finally, we could
ask each of the 300,000 in the Chicago area to
pay a small “tax” to support the project.
In January of 2013, our ad hoc committee
and the Loyola Advancement Office worked out
the broad outlines of the campaign, creating a
brochure and a webpage, and setting the fundraising goal at Funds raised by the Italian American
community will be matched dollar for dollar
by Loyola to create an endowed professorship
in partnership with Casa Italia—permanently
preserving our culture. Thus, achieving the
goal of linking our legacy to a major university
---a 150 year old institution with an unlimited
future.
Continued on page 20
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Dream, continued from page 19
Shortly after our January meeting, the committee formally announced the campaign to the
community through a press release and photo
in the March issue of Fra Noi. Composed of attorney Leonard Amari, former Chicago Heights
Mayor Angelo Ciambrone, Casa Italia Executive Director Vito D’Ambrosio, attorney and
Fra Noi publisher Anthony J. Fornelli, Loyola
assistant director of development Abby Leng,
Metropolitan Planning Council project manager
Marisa Novara, City of Chicago chief technology officer John Tolva, Casa Italia chair and
president of Turano Baking Company, Tony
Turano, Senator Renato Turano, and myself,
the committee has sent out a call for all Italian
Americans in the Chicago Area to support this
momentous initiative. The group will conduct
a multi-level fundraising campaign beginning
with a focus on major gifts with. The committee
declared its intention to achieve the fundraising
goal prior to Columbus Day 2015.
Is this an unrealistic plan? We are heartened
by the fact that our Italian American friends in
New York, New Jersey, Ohio, and California
HAVE already raised money for and established
endowed Italian American studies programs.
Loyola and Chicago Italians would join, SUNY
Stony Brook (Sen. D’Amato Chair), Seton Hall
University (LaMotta Chair), Hofstra, Queens
College, U-Cal Long Beach (Graziadio Chair),
and John Carroll University (Bishop Pila Chair)
in establishing a permanent home for study of
the Italian American legacy.
We are just getting off the ground, but frankly,
it’s not been easy. To me, it is a no brainer:
Universities are the most important institutions we have. Our culture is at risk. We have
a generous offer to help preserve our culture at
a well-established, thriving university. We, as
a group, can afford it. End of Story?
Not Quite. The amount of money that we are
talking about is unprecedented. Not since the
time of Fr. Pierini and Villa Scalabrini has the
Italian community been asked to support such
an ambitious project. Small donations here and
there will not, by themselves, hit the marks. Support has to be broad---everyone must contribute
something. Everyone must buy into the project.
If you have read this far into this report, you
are probably a good prospect to serve on the
committee, or get your club to run a fundraiser
in support of the project. Contact us at 847-9519109 or Candeloro@CasaItaliaChicago.org
The organizing members of our groups are
committed to the project. We will come to your
house and wash your windows, cut your grass, or
babysit your kids, if you make a contribution.
To make a Tax Deductible contribution or
learn more about the project contact Abby Leng
at 312.915.7942 or akoepfle@LUC.edu or visit
Loyola’s Italian American Program website at
www.LUC.edu/italianamerican/. Or you can
just send a check to made out to Loyola University Chicago, memo Italian American Studies
Program, to Abby Leng, Loyola University
Development Office, 820 N. Michigan, Chicago,
IL 60611
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Elder Law Update:

How Are You Preparing For the Second Half of Life?
Over the years, as my practice has matured,
and as I have grown older, I have begun to
understand that my clients have another set
of needs that are important to address.
In traditional estate planning, we address
the question of: What Happens When I
Die? You need to have a plan in place to
address that.
However, as we age there is another question that must to be asked and answered in our
planning. That question is What Happens
if I Don't Die but Become Sick Along the
Way? This is a very important concern. With
the cost of in-home care, assisted living and
nursing home care in our area skyrocketing,
we all need to be mindful of this.
Background and Context
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

On average, 10,000 people are turning
65 every day.
It is predicted that at least 70% of people
over 65 will need long-term care services.
Currently, the median cost of long-term
care for one year in the United States is
about $85,000.
In 30 years when the last of the boomers reach age 65, the price of long-term
care is expected to be at $190,000 per
year.
Currently, the average amount of time
person needs long-term care is 2.7
years.....
Thus: $190,000 per year X 2.7 years =
$513,000 may be needed, on average,
per person.

Also, consider that a GE long-term care
insurance study found that nursing home
costs are rising at 5% every year, which is
outpacing inflation.
Recommendation
What we are recommending to our clients
is to schedule a review of their current planning to protect themselves and their loved
ones. We are trying to get all of our clients
on the calendar for personalized "Senior
Estate Planning Asset Protection Review".

These reviews will focus on seven areas:
1. Understanding that powers of attorney
are the most under- estimated of all the
estate planning documents - All POAs
are not the same. Most, although valid,
are very weak.
2. Learning the timing of benefits such as
Social Security, Medicaid and MedicareYou can apply too early or you can apply
too late.
3. Realizing that the revocable living trust
does not protect you.
4. Understanding that you must act, before
you lose the mental capacity to do so.
5. Never transferring assets to family caregivers or any family member without the
advice of Elder Law counsel.
6. Taking advantage of special relief provisions in the law for spouses, adult disabled
children and minor children, as well as
other disabled persons.
7. Being represented and understanding
the care contract- Nobody reads nursing
home contracts until after they are signed.
Go figure!
Final Thought
Our passion, as elder law attorneys is
providing a law practice that creates legal
solutions to assist senior citizen – taxpayers
avoid financial ruin, due to the devastating cost
of long-term care, at the end of their life.
We hope that this article will shed some light
on what we can do in order to be able to look
forward to the second half of our lives.
Anthony B. Ferraro, Jd – Ms Tax - CPA
The Law Offices Of Anthony B. Ferraro, LLC
Attorneys & CPAs
The Elder Law, Estate & Trust And Asset
Protection Law Firm
The Laws Of Aging For Boomers And Seniors
Rosemont Il 60018
847-292-1220
www.abferrarolaw.com
Copyright 2013

Insurance Policy Ambiguity
By: Roy Puccini

This article will
discuss ambiguous language in
insurance contacts. The policy
itself is a legal
contract, however
most people never
read or really look
at or understand
the contact until a
claim happens.
Like most contacts insurance policies are
complex documents that require knowledge
in order to understand the meaning. It is important that adjusters as well as agents and
insurers carefully review the policy so when
a loss or claim occurs that coverage is now
sought. It is fairly common for disputes to
arise over the meaning of a particular word
or provision that may be subject to more than
one possible interpretation.
Insurance policy contracts are subject
to the same rules that apply to contacts in
general. These will affect the way policies
are interpreted.
Because an insured pays a premium but not
receive anything material in return, insurance
is an intangible product. The characterization
of insurance as an intangible is accurate. The
product in an insurance policy is a promise
to pay for a covered loss. The payment of a
claim consummates the insurance contact, but
not all insured have losses or make claims.
This is the nature of insurance. A premium is
paid in return for the assurance that a potential
loss will be covered.
The policy is written by the insurance
companies (or advisory firms as ISO). The
insured ordinarily has no voice in the terms
of the policy.
When policy language is clear the parties
of the contract are usually bound by the
terms. A party to a contact is expected to
have knowledge of the contact by the terms
whether they have read and understood or
not. Courts however have shown reluctance
to hold insured responsible for having read or
having understood the policy. This is because
the nature of insurance policy language is
often complicated and not easily understood
by the average insured. The courts have given
the insured the benefit of the doubt. Since

the insurer drafted the policy, any questions
concerning its meaning will ordinarily be
decided against the insurer and in favor of
the insured. Fairness that any doubt as to
meaning used should be resolved in favor of
the insured.
Most insurers do not take denial of coverage
lightly. A wrongful denial can lead to bad faith
claims against the insurer and award extra
damages. Some insurers are taking a positive
claims attitude toward policy interpretation,
looking for ways to cover a claim rather than
exclude it. Insurance companies are regulated
by the States and want to maintain their high
quality of “Good Service” and have a high
approval rating.
Adjusters are interpreting rather complex
policy language which has legal as well as
commonsense meanings. This again is in a
period of good customer service and good
faith relationships with the insured are vital
to company’s success. It is the best interest
of the insured to consider the interest of their
policyholders. This would assure that the
insurer avoid bad faith and pay extra damages.

From the
Archives

Can you guess the years?

Roy Puccini
Insurance Consulting and Risk Mgmt.
630-461-0671
Materials used were from Adjusters
International Consulting

Ü

Anyone wishing to share information with their fellow Justinians
is encouraged to contact Newsletter
Associate Editor Katherine A. Amari
O'Dell at our Justinian headquarters
address: 734 North Wells Street,
Chicago, IL 60654; phone (312)2558550; fax (312)255-8551; kaa@amarilocallo.com.
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Photo Stories

Jon DeMoss, Dean John Corkery and
law school president Leonard Amari
in China at the University of Politics
and Law in front of the Daofen Zou
statue for the John Marshall Law
School.

Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Fornelli on
their spring nuptials! We wish them all the best in their
marriage.

JMLS Spring 2013 Commencement. From
left: Dean John Corkery, Honorary Degree
recipient Justice Mary Jane Thies, and Board
of Trustees’ President Leonard F. Amari

Guess who, guess where!
Congratulations to
former chair of our JMLS
Justinian mentoring
program, Tanya Sinclair
on the  birth of her baby,
above.

Jason O’Dell enjoys a
wonderful baseball game
at Wrigley field over the
summer! Go Cubs!

Mike Phillips, son of Steve Phillips,
catches a big one!
Congratulations to Vince Oppedisano
on his spring graduation from The
John Marshall Law School. Well done,
Vince!

Above Zoey Madsen (daughter of Kevin
Madsen, of Amari &
Locallo) shows her A&L
pride!
Judge Alfred E. Paul congratulates President Judge Robert Bertucci in becoming
this year’s Justinian president,  with Vesna Marusic and Katherine Amari O’Dell.
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Ana Marusic (daughter of
Vesna Marusic, of Amari
& Locallo) sports her
brand new A&L onsie!

Left: Congratulations to Justino Mirabelli on making
the Dean’s list at JMLS this semester. Photographed
with his dad, past president, Enrico.

Miscellanea
By: Leonard F. Amari
Ø
Congratulations to
Meghan M. Sciortino
on being recognized in
Chicago Magazine and
Illinois Super Lawyers
as a “Rising Star” in personal injury defense. She
focuses her practice in
product liability, premises
liability, construction and
health care law.
Ø The Notre Dame Law School America
Association of Justice Trial Team won the 2013
Student Trial Advocacy Competition National
Championship, winning the final round in a 3-0
decision over a team from Syracuse University
College of Law. One of Notre Dame’s team
members, Brian Salvi of Chicago, has accepted
a position with Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard P.C.
upon graduation. Salvi is the son of Patrick
A. Salvi, the managing partner of the firm.
Congratulations!
Ø Congratulations to NIU College of Law
Dean Jennifer Rosato on being honored with
Vanguard Award from the Hispanic Lawyers
Association. This honor is awarded to lawyers,
judges and institutions that champion diversity
and make the legal profession more accessible
to the community at – large.

Ø The Chicago Bar Association Tort Litigation
and Municipal Department Committees hosted
a joint meeting recently focused on what to do
and not to do in jury trials. Co – chair for this
event was Judge Joseph D. Panarese.

Ø Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard & Smith LLP
added Karie J. Valentino as a partner in early
June. Valentino focuses on medical – malpractice
litigation, commercial litigation, general tort liability and product liability. She was previously
with Anderson, Rasor & Partners LLP. We wish
Karie all the best in this new position.
ØThe Illinois State Bar Association presented
several awards at the June 21 awards luncheon
as part of the organization’s annual meeting at
the Grand Geneva Resort in Lake Geneva, Wis.
Two of these recipients were Gino L. DiVito,
who received the Board of Governors Award,
and Kyle A. Palazzolo who received the Community Leadership Award. Congratulations to
both recipients!

Former State's Attorney Dick Devine,
Katherine Amari O'Dell, Joe Panarese and
David Ericksen.
Ø Congratulations to our Justinian Secretary,
Mike Bonamarte, upon receiving the TRIAL
LAWYER EXCELLENCE AWARD for being
involved in the largest verdict ever recorded
in a nursing home case in Illinois (along with
partner Steve Levin of Levin & Perconti). Those
of us who knew Mike’s illustrious late dad we
can easily say, the fruit doesn’t fall far from the
tree. Congratulations Michael.

Rita and Hon. Gino DiVito.
Ø Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP hosted a
complimentary webinar in early July titled,
“Countdown to 2014 – Offering Health Care
Coverage to Employees: Who, What, How and
When?” The program featured a partner of the
firm, Anthony E. Antognoli and discussed the
topic of employer obligations and options under
the employer mandate included in federal health
care reforms.

Past Presidents John Locallo and Katherine
Amari O'Dell with Dean Rosato (center).

Ø Nello P. Gamberdino II, the employer
outreach coordinator at The John Marshall Law
School, spoke at the school’s Young Athletes and
Social Media in Sports panel discussion in late
April. The event was hosted by John Marshall’s
Entertainment, Media and Sports Law Society,
the event focused on discussion of how social
media has affected young athletes and the sports
industry.
Ø Congratulations to Matthew Kromm and his
wife Melissa on the birth of their daughter Morgan Alexandra. All are happy and healthy!

Brian Monico, Jon DeMoss and Michael
Bonamarte
Ø Congratulations to Brian Monico on being
appointed a co – chair for the New Lawyer Task
Force, a committee created by the new ISBA
President, Paul Holderman.

Ø Congratulations are in order for our sister,
Judge Celia Guzaldo Gamrath, who led the
ticket for one of four vacancies of the Illinois
State Bar Association Board of Governors. Of
course, to any of us this is no surprise. There were
probably as many as a dozen or so candidates,
and most very prominent. Good for you Judge
Gamrath!

Ø Congratulations to Nika Guiliano on accepting a position with the law offices of Lawrence,
Morris & Maldonado in early June. We wish her
the best of luck in this new endeavor.
Ø Congratulations to Joe Lupinacci on accepting a position with Fichera & Miller. We
wish him all the best in this new venture.
ØCongratulations to Judge Mary S. Schostok
on succeeding Judge Rita M. Novak as President
of the Illinois Judges Association.

Judge Celia Gamrath, Justice Anne Burke and
Len DeFranco.
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Miscellanea, Continued
Ø Congratulations to Sam Tornatore on being honored by the Italian – American Political
Coalition at its Municipal Event in June. What
a wonderful honor!

Dominic Lanzito, Sam Tornatore and
Dominick Sergi, IAPC president.
Ø Congratulations to Antonio Romanucci,
who will be presented with the Joseph Cardinal
Bernardin Humanitarian Award by the Joint
Civic Committee of Italian Americans. The event
will be held on November 9 at the Holiday Inn
Chicago Mart Plaza, 350 W. Mart Center Drive,
Chicago. For tickets call 708.450.9050.

Verdicts & Settlements
By: Michael F. Bonamarte

ØCongratulations to
Joseph Marconi and
Stephen Brandenburg
from Johnson & Bell
on a recent defense
verdict in front of
Judge Sharon JohnsonColeman in the Northern District of Illinois.
Joseph and Stephen
represented attorney
Lee Marinaccio. Attorney Marinaccio was being sued by Plaintiff
James Valucus who claimed that Marinaccio
gave him inadequate advice on the settlement
of a divorce involving a 12 million estate. The
Plaintiff further claimed that the drafting of the
martial settlement agreement caused him to
become involved in significant post-dissolution
litigation. At the trial, Plaintiff claimed damages in excess of 1 million. After the Plaintiff
presented his case, Defendant’s filed a Motion
for Directed Verdict on the issues of causation
and the Statute of Repose. The Court granted
the Defendant’s Motion for Directed Verdict,

Joe Marconi, John DeMoss and Leonard
Amari.
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finding that Plaintiff had failed to show that
Defendant should be estopped from receiving
the protections of the Statute of Repose. On this
basis, the Court granted judgment in favor of the
Defendants on all counts. Due to the dismissal of
the case on the basis of the Statute of Repose, the
Court withheld ruling on the issue of causation.
Ø Congratulations to Stephan Blandin and
Michael Holden of Romanucci & Blandin on a
2.75 million settlement in an auto accident case.
Stephan and Michael represented the Plaintiff
who was rear ended by Defendant’s semi truck
on an off-ramp from I-290. The Plaintiff was a
truck driver and as a result of the accident claimed
aggravation of prior spinal injuries resulting in
disabling Chronic Pain Syndrome.
Ø Congratulations to Michael Bonamarte and
Steve Levin of Levin & Perconti. Michael and
Steve recently received the Jury Verdict Reporter
Trial Lawyer Excellence Award. Michael and
Steve received the award for having previously
obtained the highest reported Nursing Home Jury
Verdict in Illinois. The verdict being recognized
was a 2.9 million nursing home verdict in 2006.
Michael and Steve represented the Plaintiff in a
nursing home negligence claim against Manorcare. The Plaintiff was admitted to Manorcare
after receiving a trach tube. The trach tube was
necessary because of scarring that occurred as
a result of treatment for laryngeal cancer. The
nursing home admission was supposed to be a
short stay during which the Plaintiff would learn
how to take care of her tracheostomy tube. It
was discovered during the prosecution of the
lawsuit that the Plaintiff’s trach tube was not
suctioned 13 out of 15 shifts over a five day
period and her trach tube was not cleaned 14
out of 15 shifts during a five day period. This
led to the progressive buildup of mucus in the
trach tube. Ultimately, the Plaintiff’s trach
tube became completely obstructed, she went
several minutes without oxygen, and suffered
an anoxic brain injury that led to her death two
days later. The case settled post-judgment for
3.6 million. The additional money represented
attorney’s fees paid by the Defendant pursuant
to the Nursing Home Care Act.

Passing of Relatives
and Friends
We knew that morning,
God was going to call your name.
In death we do the same.
It broke our hearts to lose you,
You did not go alone,
For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.
You left us beautiful memories,
Your love is still our guide,
And though we cannot see you,
You are always by our side,
Our family chain is broken,
And nothing seems the same,
But as God calls us one by one,
The chain will link again.

V Joseph M. Macellaio
Retired Judge Joseph M. Macellaio passed
away in early spring after a 10 year battle with
cancer. We give our sympathies and prayers to
his family.
V Jean Onesto
We send our thoughts and prayers to the family
of Jean Onesto (nee Genco) as she passed away
in early April.
V Justice John L. Nickels
The quiet farmer from Kane County (photo
below) who went on to be a critical swing vote
during one of the most contentious periods in
the history of the state’s top court died in early
July of an undisclosed illness. Former Illinois
Supreme Court Justice John L. Nickels, known
much for his gentle demeanor as his fierce independence on the bench, was 82 years old. He was
elected in 1992 and retired in December 1998.
Our sympathies are with his family.

V Justice Moses W. Harrison II
Moses Wilkins Harrison II, 81, of Caseyville,
IL, born on March 30, 1932, in Collinsville,
IL., died on April 25, 2013 at Missouri Baptist
Hospital in St. Louis, Mo.
He graduated from Colorado College in 1954
and from Washington University School of Law
in 1958. He practiced law in East St. Louis, Illinois, and then later in Collinsville, Illinois over
a period of 15 years. In 1973, he was appointed
Circuit court Judge by the Supreme Court of Illinois and was elected to that position in 1974.
At the time of his appointment, he was senior
partner of the law firm of Harrison, Rarick, and
Cadagin in Collinsville, Illinois. He served two
terms as Chief Judge of the Third Judicial Circuit
in Edwardsville, Illinois during his six years on
the circuit courts.
In 1979, Judge Harrison was appointed by the
Supreme Court of Illinois to the Appellate Court,
Fifth District, in Mount Vernon, Illinois. He
was elected in 1980, and was retained by the
noters in 1990, as an appellate judge. During
his service on the Illinois Appellate Courts,
he served two terms as presiding judge (chief
judge) of the Fifth District Appellate Court. He
also served one term as chairman of the Illinois
Appellate Court and on numerous Supreme
Court committees.

He was elected to the Supreme Court of Illinois
in Springfield, Illinois in 1992. Justice Harrison
was selected to serve as Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court for a three year term beginning
January 1, 2000. He retired from judicial service
on September 5, 2002.
During his tenure as chief justice, he advocated
against the death penalty. In April 2000, he
appeared on “60 Minutes” with Mike Wallace
to discuss the Illinois death penalty. He also
appeared in the movie “Too Flawed to Fix: The
Illinois Death Penalty Experience.”
When asked how he saw his role, he said “People
often ask how I see my role as a judge. It is to
protect ordinary citizens against wrongdoing by
the government, large corporations and powerful individuals.”
Chief Justice Harrison was a member of the
American Bar Association, Metropolitan Bar
Association of St. Louis, MO, Tri – City Bar
Association, Madison County Bar Association, Justinian Society of Lawyers (the Italian
– American Bar Association), and the Illinois
Judges Association. He served as president of
the Madison County Bar Association and was
a member of the Board of Governors of the
Illinois Bar Association.
He was the recipient of the Justinian Society of
Lawyers Award of Excellence. Later the Justinian Society named an award in his honor (the
Moses W. Harrison Award) which is given to an
outstanding lawyer each year at their Installation
Dinner in Chicago. Justice Harrison presented
the award to the recipients.
Moses Harrison was also the recipient of the Illinois Bar Association Access to Justice Award,
which is given to those who have done outstanding pro bono work, the Washington University
School of Law Distinguished Alumni Award, the
David Lee Hoskins, Jr. Humanitarian Award, and
the National Association of the Advancement of
Colored People Humanitarian Award. Although
Justice Harrison was offered many other awards,
he chose to accept only those few.
He was a former warden of Christ Episcopal
Church of Collinsville, IL, and a member of
the Vestry. At the time of his death, he was a
member of St. Michael’s Episcopal Church,
O’Fallon, IL. He served as vice president and
board member of the First Bank of Maryville,
Maryville, IL. He was also a board member and
secretary of the Maryville Colonial Nursing
Home Inc. He was a member of the Board of
the Collinsville Lions Club and a life member
of the National Association for the advancement
of Colored People.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Dr.
Clarence and Loretta, nee O’Hara, Harrison,
and his son, Luke W. Harrison.
Surviving are his wife of 51 years, Sharon, nee
Phillips, Harrison whom he married on December 30, 1961, in Collinsville; his son, Clarence
and his wife, Carol and their daughters, Lauren
and Rachel; and his grandchildren, Sarah and
Jacob, and their mother, Mary Harrison.

Remembering Mose
By: Leonard F. Amari
Brother and sister Justinians, you will read
the official obituary of Moses Wilkins Harrison
II, age 81, of Caseyville, Illinois in these pages.
As a senior Justinian, and probably someone
who knew Moses as well as anybody, I take the
liberty of making some personal observations
about our dear departed brother and share them
with you.
Having reached my 70’s, I can say this with
some authority, I have met few people in my life
as gracious, considerate, thoughtful, courteous
and genuinely caring about the other person than
Moses W. Harrison. After having spent a great
deal of time with him over the years, for as little
as a few minutes for our regular telephone chats,
to days on end fishing in a boat for walleye or
trout, one recognizes how enriched one is to
have spent those precious moments with a great
man. Greatness is thrown around casually, but
the greatness I have in mind can apply to very
few situations in life and, certainly, a very few
people. The greatness I have in mind truly applies to our friend Moses.
I was first made aware of Justice Harrison,
an appellate court justice from way down south
(counties and towns I never heard of at that time
in my career), circa 1986, from two late great
Justinians, Judge Charles Porcilino and Judge
Anthony Scotillo. They were highly respected
and beloved Justinians, both past presidents,
and dear friends. When they called to tell me
that a friend they met in the ordinary course in a
national Italian judges association, an appellate
court justice from Belleville and those regions,
was running for the Illinois Supreme Court
from that area, they suggested we get together
to introduce him around to our pals in Cook
County, and especially the Justinians. Mose
came to a Justinian golf outing in June and the
late Vito DiCarlo, Tony Fornelli, and I, spent
the day with him introducing him around and
hit it off immediately, as he did with all other
Justinians at that event.
Though not from Chicago, the Justice had a
pretty good handle on Chicago humor, he gave
as well as he got, could accurately be said to
have been a “man’s man”, an ardent sports
fan, terrific athlete but, more importantly than
anything, a person who truly cared about you
when he was with you. Every day was “good
neighbor week” to the Justice.
A handful of us had sponsored the first
fundraiser for the candidate at the old Como
Inn, where all political events had traditionally
been held, especially for candidates from our
community. Without too much trouble, though
nobody really knew Mose, we all worked hard
and sold out the room – raised a ton of dough for
his Illinois Supreme Court race. Throughout his
life he credits the Justinians and that particular
event for giving him credibility in Cook County
which permitted him to raise a lot more necessary contributions, from trial lawyers and the
like, to fund his successful campaign.
Over the years we spent a lot of time together,
not just me and Mose, but a lot of us, fishing,
going to Cardinals and Cubs games, here and in

St. Louis. Other than his wonderful and beautiful
wife Sharon and his four grandchildren, I don’t
know that the Justice liked anything more than
fishing and baseball, especially his beloved
Cardinals. Though he had a special proclivity
to fly – fish for trout, no barbs on the hook, no
eating them in shore lunches, just catch and
release, but, and for whatever reason, he enjoyed
it. We also took many fly – in trips to Canada for
walleye and northern – and his favorite game
fish, Muskies at the Justinian annual fishing
trips and trips with Herb Franks' group. Mose
was as good a fisherman as there was.
He never missed a Justinian Installation Dinner, at least while he was healthy. He honored us
by accepting our Award of Excellence early on
after having been elected to the Illinois Supreme
Court. Once he became Chief Justice, during the
term of Judge Lisa Marino as Justinian president,
and bless her heart, the Moses W. Harrison
Recognition Award was created. Among other
paragraphs on the award these words are written:
“NOW THEREFORE, BECAUSE OF THE
RESPECT AND ESTEEM IN WHICH HE IS
HELD IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THE
JUSTINIAN SOCIETY HAS CREATED AN
AWARD IN THE NAME OF JUSTICE MOSES
W. HARRISON II TO LEND DIGNITY AND
GREAT ESTEEM TO RECIPIENTS WHO
HAVE DEMONSTRATED A CAREER OF
IMPROVING THE CONDITION OF ITALIAN AMERICANS IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS…”
With Judge Marino’s imprimatur, I wrote
these words and they became part of the award
that is given from time to time to people of
the caliber of Anthony J. Fornelli, Richard
Pellegrino, over the years. I wrote these words
thinking of what the Justice meant to me and
to us and our beloved Justinian Society and to
the community, and with 20/20 hindsight, I say
how fitting.
Remembering Mose would however be
extraordinarily incomplete without having
mentioned his darling Sharon. As we know, the
Justice retired from the Illinois Supreme Court
just before the end of his term, his reason being
that Sharon took care of him for so many years
it was now his turn to take care of Sharon. They
spent the balance of their lives together, inseparable, and until the Justice passed, living each
and every day together. It was never just Moses,
it was always them, the Justice and Sharon. The
Justice rarely used the pronoun "I," always "we,"
and never excluding his lovely Sharon from any
part of his life. She was as an important part of
his life as were his children, Luke and CW. She
doted on him, and he loved being doted upon,
especially by his darling Sharon. They were high
school sweethearts who lived for each other. We
can all imagine how difficult this is on Sharon.
Fortunately, she has a lot of us out here praying
for her and keeping in touch. Donna and I had
the great opportunity over the years of visiting
the Justice at their small ranch style home on
over 100 acres in Caseyville, Illinois. He called
it “the little house on the prairie” – the house
that his mom and dad lived in and that he lived
Continued on page 26
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in growing up as a boy.
First, foremost and always, the Justice took
great pride in being a Justinian. As I said, he
rarely missed an event of our society, always
attended the Installation Dinner and honored us
by, if not swearing in the new officers, presenting an award and, far and away, lending great
dignity to a wonderful event that historically has
been one of the marquee events of the Illinois
bar associations in the fall in the Chicagoland
area.
Upon retiring from the bench, a ceremony was
had at 734 N. Wells Street, where many, many
Justinians and other friends honored the Justice.
There wasn’t room in the entire 10,000 sq. foot
building to accommodate all the folks that came
by to say good luck to Mose upon retiring after
a distinguished career as a lawyer, Circuit Court,
Appellate Court and Supreme Court Justice,
ultimately becoming Chief Justice of the Illinois
Supreme Court, the first Italian – American on
the Supreme Court in Illinois and the first Italian – American Chief Justice (of course now,
we have our brother Bob Thomas on the court
and in those roles). After the reception held in
these offices for the Justice, we then named
the office at 734 N. Wells Street the official
Justinian Headquarters and hanging on the
walls of its conference room is an antique
picture of the Coliseum in Rome that the
Justice had hanging in his office from his
first day in the practice of law until his
retirement from the bench. He honored
us by donating it to the Justinian Society,
among a number of other artifacts from his
career that hang on these walls.
There are many things in many of our
lives that remind us of our brother Mose, and
I have a lot of photos and other mementos
from the Justice, as many of our Justinians
do, and every time I look at a photograph,
a gavel, a keepsake, or whatever, I am sad
because the Justice is gone. He enriched
my life and our lives by being a part of it
for as long as he did. Justice, we’re going
to miss you. Happy fishing, pal.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
2013
Wednesday, Sept. 11
Installation & Awards Dinner
Palmer House Hilton
5 p.m. Cocktails, 6 p.m. Dinner
Thursday, Oct. 17
Scholarship Awards Dinner
Petterino's
150 N. Dearborn St., Chicago
Thursday, Nov. 21
Past Presidents' Dinner
Quartino's Ristorante
626 N. State St., Chicago
2014
Thursday, Jan. 16
Joint Chapter Dinner
Rosewood Restaurant
9421 W. Higgins Rd., Rosemont
Thursday, Feb. 20
Bocce Tournament
Mazzini Verdi Club
9230 W. Belmont, Franklin Park
Thursday, March 20
Dinner Meeting
Lux Bar
18 E. Bellevue Pl., Chicago
Thursday, April 17
Dinner Meeting
Trattoria Isabella
217 N. Jefferson, Chicago
Wednesday, May 14
Dinner Meeting
Gibsons Bar & Steakhouse
1028 N. Rush St., Chicago
All events, with the exception of the
September 11 Installation Dinner, will
start with 6:00 pm Cocktails, followed
by 7:00 pm Dinner.
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