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Fellow Justinians:
“Justinians
for Equal Justice” has been
our theme this
year 2008-2009.
Spring is here
and we are looking towards the
end of the school
year for our children and a summer of activities
with our families.
As Justinians, we pride ourselves on family
relationships and our relationships with each
other. For me, that means more time for my
family: my wife, Pearl, my daughter, Mary
and my son, Nicholas. As I close this term
as your Justinian president, it has been an
exciting and special year and one that will
be fondly remembered.
We can pride ourselves on our accomplishments during this year. In spite of an economy
that is suffering our membership ranks have
grown. One of my objectives was to visit
every law school in the area and encourage
new student membership. In that effort, we
have been enormously successful. Our policy
of free membership for law students and first
year lawyers has proved to be very encouraging as we look to the future. Moreover,
we have solicited the membership of many
lawyers not of Italian-American descent to
join our ranks. Our reception at the Illinois
State Bar Association (ISBA) mid-year meetings promoted awareness that we are an open
society that encourages membership for all.
I would like to give special thanks to the
membership chair, our Third Vice-President
Katherine Amari.
Another objective was to grow our connections with the Justinian chapters in the
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President's Message
outlying counties. I am proud to report that I have
regularly attended the Justinian Society chapters in
DuPage, Lake and Winnebago counties. We shared
meetings and events, ranging from installation
dinners to picnics, and joined mutual interests.
Our January dinner meeting at the Rosewood
restaurant in Rosemont highlighted this bond
among our fellow Justinians as we broke bread
on the coldest night of the year.
Other events have been largely successful
through the tireless efforts of those involved. Our
scholarship program, spearheaded by Anthony
Farace, Umberto Davi and Richard Caifano,
along with Sam Tornatore, is quite healthy. Many
contributors have insured the ongoing success of
the program. The bocce ball tournament, as usual,
was one of our most anticipated events. Our March
meeting includes a tour of the Italian-American
Sports Hall of Fame (IASHF), in the heart of
Little Italy, on Taylor St. The IASHF is a tribute
to Italian-American greats in sports. Our April
meeting at Biancalana’s in Elmwood Park will
promote the numerous activities of the Justinian
Society. We have a Law Day program scheduled
for May 1. The May dinner meeting will feature
the installation of our new officers, with Don
Storino, Jr. as the next president.
It has been quite rewarding to find common
ground with other Italian-American organizations.
My role as the Justinian delegate to the Joint Civic
Committee of Italian-Americans (JCCIA) allowed
me the chance to spend time with other ItalianAmerican leaders at various functions. A number
of these leaders met for a Sunday at the Shrine
of Our Lady of Pompeii where the Columbus
Day Parade begins each year. We shared ideas to
promote awareness of our faith. Our friend, Father
Richard Fragomeni, presided over the day. The
chairperson at the Shrine, Regina Scannicchio,
agreed to assist the Justinian Society plan an
event there. Similarly, Justinians again scheduled
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a family day and a Christmas mass with
lunch in December to highlight that most
important Italian bond, the family.
Our two major events, the golf outing
and installation dinner were exciting, fun,
and very successful. At the golf outing we
enjoyed wonderful weather, an exceptionally large contingent of golfers, and even
more dinner guests. It was my privilege
to bestow our first ever “Justinian’s for
Justice Equal Access Award” upon Chief
Justice Robert Thomas, our friend and
fellow Italian-American. Thanks to Judge
Gloria Coco our installation dinner was
again a success. At that dinner, the only
other Italian-American Chief Justice in
Illinois Supreme Court history, our special
friend, Moses Harrison, graced us with his
presence as he swore me in as the 88th
president of the Justinian Society. Joseph
Gagliardo, one of our most beloved past
presidents, was honored with the Award of
Excellence. Vince Lombardi, Jr., a name
that needs no introduction, graciously
traveled from Arizona at my request to
join us at the dinner. Lombardi, a fellow
lawyer and motivational speaker, received
the Outstanding Achievement Award in
the field of Communications. It was a
wonderful occasion.
I would be remiss if I did not give a
special “thank you” to my right hand, our
Executive Administrator Nina Albano
Vidmer. Nina has proved again to be invaluable in the day-to-day workings of the
Society. We owe her a debt of gratitude.
Of course, our newsletter editor and past
president Leonard Amari, has, as always,
been there for the Society. He and the
newsletter staff put out great newsletters
we can all be proud of.

Continued on page 3
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Letters to the
Editor
By Katherine A. Amari
Dear Ms. Amari:
Thank you for
writing such a nice
report on what we do
here at PROSECCO!
I don't think I've had
the pleasure of
meeting you, but
I look forward to
making your next visit
extra special. Please
let me know if there
is anything I can help
you with. I recognize several of our guests from
the issue you sent me, including Rico Mirabelli,
who has been a friend for many years. Thanks
again and think spring!
— Kathryn Sullivan Alvera
PROSECCO

Dear Mauro:
Wow, what a fun night! It was certainly
a pleasure to meet you and to serve you very
hospitable group. You have achieved a unique
group of personalities that display genuine
affection for each other. I loved serving them. I
received many wonderful compliments from your
guests and I can only return them by offering to do
another event for you and the Justinian Society,
hopefully soon. My very best to you, Mauro, and
the Society,
— Jimmy Vitale, Founder
Cliffbreakers Restaurant
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Justinian News
Joint Dinner Meeting
By: Dion Davi
Another great
time was had by
all that attended
the Annual Joint
Dinner meeting
held at the Rosewood Restaurant. This year
the Cook County
officers President
Mauro Glorioso,
2nd Vice President Cristina
Mungai, 3rd Vice President Katherine Amari,
Treasurer Gregg Garofalo, Secretary Dennis
Beninato, and fellow members were joined by
three collar count chapters – DuPage, Lake,
and Winnebago. In addition, the Justinian
membership was host to several distinguished
members of the Illinois State Bar Association
and Cook County Judiciary.
DuPage County President James “Jay”
Laraia was present with President-elect
Michael Calabrese, 2nd Vice President Dion
Davi, and Secretary Todd Scalzo. The DuPage Chapter brought news of their annual
St. Joseph’s Day Dinner being held on March
16 at Amalfi’s Restaurante in Bloomingdale
and Installation Dinner tentatively set for May
14th at Carlucci’s in Downers Grove. From
Lake County, Justinian member and Past
President of the ISBA Jon DeMoss was present. From Winnebago County, President Frank
Perrecone made the long trek to Rosemont,
Illinois to break bread and inform everyone
of Winnebago’s event held on February 3rd;
members Umberto Davi, Bill Danna, President
Mauro Glorioso, John Locallo, Michael Favia,
Dan Caldieraro, Paula Holderman, Justice
Ann Jorgensen, and Justice Mary SeminaraSchostok were in attendance.
From the ISBA, President-elect John
O’Brien, 3rd Vice President John Locallo,
Past President Irene Bar, Board of Governors
Umberto Davi, Rick Felice, Paula Holderman,
Frank Sommario, and this author, and Young
Lawyer Counsel Chair Gina Arquilla joined

Judges Patrice Ball Reed and Frank Castiglione
to enjoy the great food and hospitality found at
every Justinian event.
The joint dinner is especially important for
the wide and diverse breath of attendees is a
testament to how much those in our legal community respect the Justinian Society and want
to be a part of our family.

Bocce Tournament
By: Angelina Filippo
One-half inch. So
small, but so very
BIG. That was the
winning location
of the last ball
thrown by the Diavoli Azzurri (Blue
Demons ala DePaul) student team.
They ‘inched’ or
shall we say ‘halfinched’ out Torno
ed Illuminazioni
(Thunder & Lightening), the feisty team of young attorneys, and
won the 2009 Justinian Bocce Tournament at
the Mazzini Verdi Club in Franklin Park.
For the majority of members on both teams (in
fact, all but one), this was their introduction and
initiation into the throws of the Justinian Bocce
Tourney. Playing for Diavoli were: Ariana Kasa,
Sean Doebler, Nick Vanderveen, Lee Chrisoff
and playing for Torno were: Brian Monoco,
Barry Owen, Toni Giancola, Tom Nowinski.
Both teams rallied through their individual
brackets to meet in this nail biting final.
The evening meeting was overflowing with
student members, so many that extra tables had
to be set comprising only them. The students
contentedly joined the ranks of their established
brethren to eat the tasty fare served up at Mazzini
Verdi. Risotto, pasta, chicken and beef were
plentiful family style with a cup of spumoni
to send the players off to the tournament with
zeal.
Zeal or none or maybe stomachs too full,
teams such as the Tortfeasors fell once again in
a showing of tired-skill-meets-post-graduation

Bocce, continued

sluggishness. Other teams such as the Judges,
Ambrogi, and Lauricella played hard but were
no match to the skill (or beginners luck?) of the
remaining two.
In the final game, what looked like a possible rut as Torno pulled ahead with the first
four points, soon turned into a battle of skills
and style that continued the entire match. The
Diavoli came back to tie with four unanswered
points and the game pressed on. Each time one
side scored, the other immediately answered
in kind – tied at six, tied at seven, tied at nine.
Coach Meyer could be heard chanting “Azzurri”
from above.
With the game at 11-10 and Torno in the
lead just one point away from the golden first
place trophy, the Diavoli showed their true Azzurri. The second of the final two Diavoli balls
stopped one-half inch closer than the next closest
Torno ball, giving Diavoli the two points they
needed to secure the win. Torno, who put up a
ferocious fight to the finish, ceded the win and
graciously shook the hands of their young and
rosy cheeked conquerors.
This tournament has come into its own as
being a formidable place for the most skilled
and seasoned bocce players. However, many
of the recent winners (i.e. past four years) have
been the newest of the pack. Showing only that
these ‘newbies’ are ready, willing, and able to
take on the best of the best to show their true
colors.
We are proud and happy to have such a talented group continue the spirit of the Justinian
into the next decade and beyond. See you next
year.

of Fame by sharing his personal stories about
hall inductees as he guided our group through
interesting exhibits of sports memorabilia and
video presentations honoring the best of Italian
Americans in sport. In addition to the exhibitions, the Hall of Fame offers banquet facilities,
a roof top deck, and will soon be home to the
Frank Sinatra Performing Arts Center. Most
importantly, however, the Hall of Fame is a local reminder that highly motivated individuals,
particularly Italian Americans, can accomplish
extraordinary things.
It is impossible to ignore the amazing feats
that Italian Americans have accomplished by
overcoming adversity and meeting with success
despite the difficult odds against achieving greatness in sport. This reminder couldn’t have been
delivered at a more appropriate time. At this
moment of economic uncertainty, particularly
for future lawyers anticipating matriculation
from law school, there is no doubt that the
next generation of Justinian Society lawyers
will face unprecedented challenges. However,
like the sporting greats enshrined at the Hall of
Fame, I am confident that the next generation
of Justinian Society lawyers will persevere and
achieve their professional goals. If there is any
doubt, I suggest a visit to the National Italian
American Sports Hall of Fame for a moment of
inspiration or thoughtful contemplation about
the variety of formulae for greatness.
After an informative tour of the Hall of
Fame, the evening continued at Francesca’s
Little Italy on Taylor Street. The degree of
law student participation at the March meeting
was impressive. Not surprisingly, area judges,
past Justinian presidents, and state and local
bar leaders attended the event, offering up their
past experiences, words of encouragement, and
an opportunity for law students to break from
the grind of law school to network and plan for
their futures.
The life blood of the Justinian Society is the
law student chapters. Based upon the evening
turnout and the various activities that the law
student chapters are planning in the coming
months, it is clear that the current Justinian law
students aren't waiting for opportunity to find
them. Like some so many Italian Americans
before then, athletes and attorneys alike, they
are fully engaged in the pursuit of success.

As Abraham Lincoln stated “I am a
firm believer in the people.” In this year
of the bicentennial of the birth of Lincoln,
it is important to note that if not for the
people, members that go unnamed but not
unnoticed, none of this would be possible.
I wish there were room to thank you each
individually.
I gave my promise at the time of taking
the helm as your president at Tufano’s on
May 8th, 2008 that I would give my very
best effort to support and promote the Justinian Society of Lawyers. I have given
everything possible to honor that commitment. I recall Vince Lombardi, prior to the
most important game of his career (the Ice
Bowl) in his quest for a third straight NFL
title quoted St. Paul to inspire his players:
“the runners in the stadium all run in the
race, but only one wins the prize, so run to
win.” Naturally, Lombardi won that game.
Similarly, as Justinians, we always give our
best effort. We continuously run to win to
be the best ethnic bar organization in the
nation. We have much to be proud of as we
continue a tradition that began October 21,
1921.
In closing, I thank my fellow officers, the
executive committee, and each one of you
for this wonderful opportunity. Finally, and
most importantly, I owe special thanks to
my family for their time and support during
the year.
I wish Don Storino, Jr., his officers, and the
Justinian Society the best in 2009-2010.
May God bless you all

— Mauro Glorioso
President

Anyone wishing to share information
with their fellow Justinians is encouraged to
contact Newsletter Associate Editor Katherine Amari at our Justinian headquarters address: 734 North Wells Street, Chicago, IL
60654; phone (312)255-8550; fax (312)2558551; kaa@amari-locallo.com.

March Meeting Report
By Phil Salerno
On March 19, Justinian Society members and
friends enjoyed inspirational exhibits featuring
Italian American sports heroes at the National
Italian American Sports Hall of Fame and shared
a wonderful meal in the “old neighborhood” on
Taylor Street in Chicago’s Little Italy.
The Hall of Fame honors the life’s work
of Italian Americans who have made lasting
contributions to sports and society. The project
became reality in 1978 when George Randazzo
founded the non-profit, educational institution
to preserve and promote the history and heritage
of Italian Americans in sports. Rich Policastro,
Program Coordinator and Museum Curator,
personalized the Justinian experience at The Hall

Message, continued from page 1

Vince Vidmer, Gina Rossi, Bill Danna and friends
of the Justinians pictured at the National Italian
American Sports Hall of Fame with a bronze statute
honoring undefeated heavyweight champion Rocky
Marciano.

Please notify Nina Albano
Vidmer of any address changes by contacting her at P.O. Box 804; LaGrange, IL
60525-0804; fax (708) 401-0360; e-mail:
ninabeana@ameritech.net.

PAGE 3

Chapter Updates
By: Michael Ori
[Editor’s Note: Our chapters continue to be active and productive, and we continue to encourage submissions
to our newsletter.
Our members are
always anxious to
hear the news, announcements and
coming events, and
see photographs
from our other Justinian chapters.]
LAKE COUNTY
Danielle Pascucci
President – Lake County Justinian Society
The Lake County Chapter is very proud to
congratulate its immediate Past President, Michael Ori, for being named the Most Outstanding
Young Lawyer in Lake County, by the Lake
County Bar Association. Michael is a graduate of the John Marshall Law School and after
graduation, he joined the Lake County State’s
Attorneys office under the Honorable Michael
Waller. After serving as an Assistant State’s
Attorney, Michael left for private practice with
the firm of Fox, Lunardi & Zeit LLC where he
continues to practice, concentrating in criminal
defense and family law.
The award, presented to him by the Honorable Victoria Rossetti, recognizes him as one of
the many outstanding young lawyers in Lake
County. Michael played an integral part in the
reformation of the Lake County Chapter of the
Justinian Society and currently serves as the
Young and New Lawyers Committee Chairperson for the Lake County Bar Association.
On behalf of our entire membership, I wish to
congratulate Michael on this recognition.
The membership would also like to recognize
two of its members, Joanne Fratiani-Atsaves and
Michael Ori for being slated to join the Board of
Directors of the Lake County Bar Association
as directors for the term ending in September
2012. Joanne is an extremely active Justinian and
bar member and we could not think of a more
deserving candidate for the board of directors.
Joanne’s energy and vision will be a great asset
to the Lake County Bar Association, just as it has
been to our chapter. Congratulations to Joanne
and Michael.
The Lake County Chapter hosted its St.
Joseph’s Dinner on March 18 at the Honorable
Raymond D. Collins home in Libertyville and
plan to host their annual Bocce Ball Outing, Wine
Tasting Scholarship Fundraiser and Holiday
Party.
[Editor’s Note: A message submitted from the
new President of our Lake County Justinian
Chapter.]
As the newly elected president of the Justinian
Society of Italian-American Lawyers in Lake
County, I am excited for the upcoming year and
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look forward to your participation in this great
society.
The Justinian Society of Italian-American
Lawyers currently has chapters in several counties throughout the State of Illinois. Furthermore, several law schools, including, The John
Marshall Law School, Chicago-Kent, Loyola,
DePaul and the University of Illinois, have
student chapters. The Lake County Justinian
Society has been in existence since 1995. The
Lake County Justinian Society was incorporated
to foster a spirit of friendship among its members,
continue and improve the legal education of its
members, improve the practice of law in Lake
County and to participate in civic and community
affairs to help ensure the proper administration
of justice.
There are many excellent Italian-American
lawyers currently practicing in Lake County.
My main goal as president is to bring this group
together in an effort to build a strong ethnic bar
with a collective voice. With your participation,
we can build a network of support for ItalianAmerican lawyers, both new and old, in Lake
County. We can also have a lot of fun, as our
society will host dinner meetings and social
events.
Our chapter has taken great steps forward in
the last several years under the leadership of the
Honorable Raymond D. Collins and our most
recent President Michael Ori. Our Society has
recently incorporated as a not-for-profit corporation with the State of Illinois. Last year, we again
co-sponsored the Red Mass and look forward
to sponsoring this wonderful event again. The
Society intends to host the annual bocce ball
tournament at the Highwood Bocce Club, the
St. Joseph’s Day dinner at Judge Ray Collins’
home, wine tasting and of course the Christmas
party.
I look forward to the opportunity to serve as
president of this great Society in 2009. I hope
that this letter finds each and every one of you
well and I hope each of you decide to participate
with our society in the upcoming years.
WINNEBAGO COUNTY
Frank Perrecone
President – Winnebago County Justinians
The Winnebago
County Justinians
met on February
3 at Cliffbreakers Restaurant in
Rockford. Over
45 Justinians were
in attendance. Our
featured after dinner speaker was
Cook County Justinian President,
Mauro Glorioso,
who spoke about the
need for and formation of the Justinian Society
in Cook County, and all of its activities.

Winnebago County meeting, pictured, from left:
Michael Favia, Judge Lisa Faviano (Rockford); Chief
Judge Janet Holmgren (Rockford); Paula Holderman;
Mauro Glorioso and Umberto Davi.

From left: Frank Perrecone, President, Winnebago
County Chapter; Mauro Glorioso, Cook County
Chapter; Tony Fabiano and Mike Favia.

From left: Frank Perrecone, Mike Favia, Justice Mary
Seminara-Schostok, Justice Ann Jorgenson, John
Locallo, President Mauro Glorioso, and President
Frank Perrecone.

The evening turned out to be a joint meeting
due to the number of Cook County Justinians in
attendance, including Umberto Davi, Leonard
DeFranco, Mike Favia and John Locallo.
The interest in our chapter and meetings has
grown. We were pleased to have in attendance
two Justices of the Second District Appellate
Court, Mary Seminara-Schostok and Ann Jorgenson. The ISBA was well represented, with 3rd
Vice-President John Locallo, past President Herb
Franks, and Paula Hudson Holderman, who is
currently a member of the board of directors.

The evening was enjoyed by all, especially
the multiple course feast of fine Italian food
prepared under the direction of our gracious
host, Jim Vitale, owner of Cliffbreakers.
We are looking forward to our spring meeting,
which will in part honor all of our local Justinians
who serve the court system. Of the 25 judges
who serve Winnebago and Boone Counties (17th
Judicial Circuit), seven are Justinians. Also, the
current and last two Winnebago County State’s
Attorneys are Justinians. Italian-American
judges and lawyers have played an important
role in the administration of justice in Winnebago
County.

Law School
Update
By: Michael Pisano
This is Michael
Pisano, 1L from
The John Marshall
Law School coming to you as the
new Law Student
correspondent.
Lawyers and Students Connect:
The Justinian
law students began
their semester with
a visit from Justinian President Mauro Glorioso and Secretary
Dennis Beninato. Mauro and Dennis enlightened the students on the history of the Justinian
Society of Lawyers and encouraged students
to become more involved. On behalf of all the
law schools, I would like to thank Mauro and
Dennis for their encouraging words. Also, the
DePaul chapter would like to thank past Justinian
President Jim Morici, for taking the time to visit
and discuss his practice area with the DePaul
chapter. In addition, the Loyola chapter will be
hosting a networking event on March 18 where
Justinian students will have an opportunity to
meet Justinian Lawyers. We are all so grateful
for all the Justinian lawyers who take the time
to mentor us law students.
Bocce Ball:
Law students from the Northern Illinois,
DePaul, Loyola, and John Marshall Law School
chapters were in heavy attendance for the always
exciting bocce ball tournament. Vincent Deligio
from John Marshall did an excellent job running
the tournament and almost had everyone out
by midnight. Unfortunately, the law students
did not take home the 1st place prize; however
DePaul students Nick Vander Veen, Ariana Kasa,
Sean Doebler, and Lee Christoff did take 2nd
place. Most of the law students were first time
participant, but we quickly adjusted and gave

the seasoned attorneys/professional bocce ball
players a run for their money.

Sunday Dinner:
On March 1 the John Marshall student
chapter gathered for an old fashion “Sunday
Dinner” hosted by fellow Justinian student,
Mark McGuire. The John Marshall Chapter
hosted this dinner as a tryout run for the 3rd
annual Meatball Madness contest. I am proud to
report that the John Marshall chapter has many
promising entries.
Meatball Madness:
The John Marshall chapter hosted the famous
Meatball Madness contest on April 2. in the John
Marshall student lounge.
Mentoring Group:
The Justinian Society Mentoring Group at
John Marshall is coming off another remarkable
semester. Leonard Amari’s student protégés
notched a collective 3.33 GPA in the Fall 2008
semester. As the group grows each semester,
more students have assumed leadership roles
both in the mentoring process and in the leadership area. Jessica Kull and John Ferrentino are
heavily involved in Law Review, Ryan Gianni
and Mark Petrolis are leaders of the school’s
Review of Intellectual Property Law, and Matt
Kellam will be competing in national Moot
Court Competitions. The group welcomed four
new students in January and looks forward to
its next class in August.
Arrivederci!!
We would like to say farewell and good luck to
the Justinians who graduated in January and are
anxiously awaiting their bar results. Good luck
to: Carmen Forte, Jim Pesoli, Mike Demarino, Al
Angelo, Catie Caifano, Joe Locallo III, and Matt
Ignoffo. We are all thankful for your leadership
in the student chapters over the years and look
forward to seeing all of you flourish as both
lawyers and Justinians.

Wanted:
Newsletter Staff
With the changing of the guard set
for the May 2009 meeting, incoming
President Donald Storino will be making
appointments to committees of our wonderful Justinian Society. The newsletter
is looking for dependable and talented
staff writers interested in participating in
and writing articles for Justinian meetings
and events and, hopefully, someone with
the ability to take photographs of those
in attendance. With the appointment
and the publishing of articles, newsletter
staff members get a by-line as well as a
“headshot” in the newsletter. Historically,
being on the newsletter staff provides a
wonderful opportunity for networking,
name recognition and, as importantly,
a step-up in being considered to be an
officer of our Justinian Society. It also
provides ample opportunity to interact
with members of other bar associations,
the ISBA, CBA, ethnic bar associations,
etc.
We are looking for talented people who
like to write, are reliable in terms of meeting deadlines and would like to become
more involved in the Justinian Society
as well as the potential of becoming an
officer.
If interested, please contact the Associate Newsletter Editor, Katherine A. Amari
at (312) 255-8550, kaa@amari-locallo.
com.

Caporale introduces Battery Boost Media, LLC
One of our more energetic young Justinian law students and mentors, Gabe Caporale
doesn’t limit his focus just to the law. He has a new business venture to announce to our
membership.
Battery Boost Media (BBM) is a new digital out-of-home media network that reaches a
captive audience directly. BBM provides cutting edge technology, ACM’s (Automated Charging
Machines), which are cell phone charging machines capable of charging 12 different types of
mobile devices along with PDA’s and iPod’s within 10 minutes. The stations stream entertainment, news content and commercials on a 10 minute continuous loop. BBM has the exclusive
right to distribute the “ACM’s” in the Chicagoland area. The “ACM’s” are technology flawless,
stunning in appearance and intricately detailed for specific markets.
Look for ACM’s shortly in these locations: airports, conference & convention centers,
amusement parks, sports arenas and entertainment venues, casinos, college campuses, malls,
hospitals, hotels, retail Stores, health clubs and gyms, bars, clubs, restaurants and cafes,
transit, train & bus stations, city centers and office buildings.
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GALLO
Receives JMLS Honorary Degree In 2005, Mr. Gallo received the prestiBy Katherine Amari
At its January 2009 commencement, The
John Marshall Law School presented its
prestigious honorary degree to Alfred E.
Gallo. Mr. Gallo, the dean of past Justinian
presidents, has dedicated more than 50 years
to the legal profession, and more than 30
years to The John Marshall Law School.
After graduating from the University of
Illinois, he enrolled at The John Marshall
Law School, but interrupted his studies to
serve in the US Army. Mr. Gallo was trained
in the Counter Intelligence Corps and served
with the Allied Control Commission, Allied
Military Government and Special Duty with
the Office of Strategic Services stationed
primarily in Africa and Italy. He returned
to Chicago and completed the JD degree at
The John Marshall Law School in 1949.
Mr. Gallo maintains law offices in Hillside
and Rosemont and is an expert on land trusts.
He spent much of his professional life in
banking and is past chairman of the board and
past president of United of America Bank.
He also was vice chairman and acting chief
executive officer of O’Hare International
Bank, and was a director of Northern Trust
Bank/O’Hare.
Mr. Gallo was president and trust officer of
the Cosmopolitan National Bank of Chicago
and a member of its board of directors, and

The John Marshall Board of Trustee member Jon DeMoss, past
board President Alfred E. Gallo, board member Celia Gamrath
and Board of Trustees President Leonard F. Amari pictured at the
January 2009 John Marshall graduation ceremony.

was vice president and trust officer at Chicago National
Bank.
During his career, he organized 26 banks as the first
members of the Land Trust Council of Illinois. Today its
membership is more than 100 participating banks. Mr. Gallo
also is a past president of the Illinois Bankers Association,
and the Illinois Bankers Association Trust Division, Chicago
District.

gious Justinian Society Award of Excellence.
From 2000 to 2007, Mr. Gallo served as
president of The John Marshall Law School
Board of Trustees. He continues to serve as
a member of the board which he joined in
1970, exercising a positive influence in the
continuing success of this highly respected
119 year old Chicago law school.
His numerous honors include the
Freedom Award from The John Marshall
Law School Alumni Association, and his
selection as a 2008 Laureate of the Illinois
State Bar Association Academy of Illinois
Lawyers.
In his community, Mr. Gallo was a
creator of the Ecclesiastical Foundation
for the perpetuation of the Queen of All
Saints Basilica, the first of its kind in the
Catholic Church. He is past president of
the Justinian Society of Lawyers, and a
former treasurer and member of the board of
trustees of the Illinois College of Podiatric
Medicine. He founded the Oenophilists’
Society of Chicago, and is a lecturer on
the life and art of Michelangelo. He is the
recipient of the Star of Solidarity from the
Republic of Italy for his efforts in fostering
artistic and cultural relations between Italy
and the United States.

Zagotta
Appointed to JMLS Board of Trustees
The John Marshall Law School Board of
Trustees unanimously approved the appointment of Nicholas C. Zagotta to serve on the
board. The appointment was approved at
the February 6 meeting. Zagotta will serve
through 2010.
Zagotta was the owner of a Chicago
Board of Trade commodities trading firm
while attending The John Marshall Law
School. After receiving his degree in 1994,
he opened his own law office. Today he is a
partner in the law firm of Connelly Roberts
& McGivney LLC with a practice in corporate transactions, construction liability and
commodities, futures, and derivatives law.
Zagotta has been a longtime supporter of
the law school, and has been serving as an
ad hoc member of the board's Audit/Budget
Committee and Investment Committee. A
long record of board appointments high- From left, standing: Dean John E. Corkery, Nick Zagotta,
lights Zagotta's resume. He was a member Vice President Umberto Davi, President Leonard Amari, and
of the Chicago Transit Authority Board from President Emeritus Alfred E. Gallo (seated).
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2004 through 2008; a member of the Board
of Directors of United Community Bank
in Lisle, from 2002 through 2004; and a
member of the Board of Directors of the
Chicago Board of Trade from 1998 through
2000.
Closer to his south suburban home,
Zagotta served on the Board of Directors of
St. Francis Health Services, the Glenwood
School/South Campus, Ingalls Memorial
Hospital Development Foundation and
the Cancer Support Center. He was also a
member of the advisory board of Marian
Catholic High School.
"I know Nick Zagotta will be a wonderful
addition to the board. He has much to share
as an alumnus and a successful businessman and attorney," said Leonard Amari,
board president. "Whatever we at the law
school have asked of him, Nick has been
more than willing to step forward and help.
I look forward to him sharing his insights
over the course of his term."

Davenport Catches Subtleties, Keeps Detailed Notes
[Editor’s Note: This article, written by staff
writer John Flynn Rooney, originally appeared in the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin and
is being republished here with permission.]
When Linda E. Davenport was a new
lawyer with her own practice, she used two
different voices on the telephone.
“I would answer in one voice, put myself
on hold and answer in a different voice so [the
caller] would think I had a secretary,” said
Davenport, now a DuPage County associate
judge assigned to the Domestic Relations
Division.
DuPage County Circuit Judge Bonnie M.
Wheaton called Davenport, her best friend, the
funniest person she has ever met.
Wheaton recalled that when Davenport was
in private practice, she pulled a prank on some
colleagues, a group of male lawyers flying out
of town on a golf trip.
Davenport showed up at the airport gate wearing
a Hawaiian shirt, carrying her golf clubs and
sporting sun block on her nose, Wheaton said.
Davenport trekked to the airport “just to spook
[her friends] and she did,” Wheaton said.
“She is just spontaneously funny,” Wheaton
added. “But in the courtroom, she’s all business.”
Davenport, 55, is the youngest of Wendell
and Allene Davenport’s three children. She was
born in Muscatine, Iowa, and her family moved
to LaGrange from Iowa in the late 1950’s when
her father was transferred here for a job.
Wendell Davenport was a civil engineer and
entrepreneur. Allene Davenport occasionally
worked as an interior decorator for Montgomery
Ward’s, a now-defunct department store.
Linda Davenport’s two brothers are 10 and
12 years older than her. The eldest, Sam, is retired and lives in Arkansas. Jack B. is a partner
in Davenport and White, a Hickory Hills law
firm.
After graduating from Lyons Township High
School, Davenport enrolled at the University of
Colorado at Boulder.
While attending college, she sold Tupperware,
and also worked at a McDonald’s, a Chicken
Unlimited and a Gap store, all in Colorado.
Davenport graduated with a bachelor of arts degree from the University of Colorado in 1975.
About that same time, Jack, who had just
completed law school, suggested that his sister
ask their father to foot the bill for law school.
He agreed, and his daughter attended DePaul
University College of Law.
Davenport received her law degree in 1978
and joined the Illinois bar the same year. She
also married her husband, lawyer Joseph R.
Fortunato Jr., late that year.
The marriage produced three children, a son,
Paul, who is set to graduate from the University
of Illinois at Chicago in May, and two daughters,

Judge Linda Davenport with her husband Joseph R.
Fortunato Jr., and their three children Dana, Paul and
Allie, pictured at Dana’s graduation from The John
Marshall Law School.

Allie Fortunato Beyer and Dana. Both daughters
are Illinois lawyers.
Davenport’s first job with a Lombard law firm
lasted about two weeks. Davenport then started
her own firm in Downers Grove with another
woman lawyer from the Lombard firm.
Davenport visited the local Chamber of Commerce and met with senior citizen groups to beat
the drums for estate work.
“I just tried to market the business as much
as a 25-year-old could,” Davenport said. “Next
guy in the door with money, that was what I did
best.”
After about 18 months in that practice, Davenport’s colleague left. That led Davenport to
share office space with Peter A.P. Sweders Sr.
in Glen Ellyn. Sweders had a real estate practice
and Davenport handled divorce cases for Sweders as an independent contractor, she said.
She continued a sole practice primarily handling family law matters and eventually moved
to Westmont. In 1983, Davenport and Fortunato
launched a new firm. The firm is known today
as Fortunato, Knobbe, Davenport & Arnold Ltd.
Jack Davenport is also currently affiliated with
the firm
Fortunato is a past president of the Illinois
Real Estate Lawyers Association and former
chair of the Illinois State Bar Association’s Real
Estate Section.
“Realistically, we were never in the office
because I was always in court and he was always
doing closings,” Davenport said, referring to her
husband.
When Davenport was handling divorce cases,
she knew the law and was an exemplary lawyer,
said Kenneth D. Hubbard, who opposed Davenport in cases.
“She was fair, she fought for her clients and
did not churn a file [and] just worked hard to
get it resolved,” said Hubbard, a name partner
in Laraia & Hubbard P.C. in Wheaton.
Steven R. Botti. Another lawyer who has
known Davenport since the mid 1980’s and

opposed her on cases, called her sensible and
realistic.
“There is a special art talent to being a
successful trial lawyer,” said Botti, a principal of Botti, Marinaccio Ltd. in Oak Brook.
“Linda was a fabulous trial lawyer.”
In 1983, Davenport had applied
to become an associate judge in DuPage
County.
“I had no business applying,” Davenport said.
“I had been a lawyer for 5 years.”
From 1994 through 2001, Davenport
served as a City Council member in Wheaton.
She was the first female president of the DuPage County Bar Association in 1995-1996.
Davenport’s parents and father-in-law all
died within nine months during 2005 and early
2006.
At that point, Davenport decided she didn’t
want to wait any longer and submitted her credentials again for an associate judge position.
The judges of the DuPage County Circuit Court
chose Davenport as an associate judge and she
was sworn in on Aug. 31, 2006.
Davenport served in Traffic Court until
January 2007, when she moved to the Domestic
Relations Division.
She currently presides over divorce trials
and handles hundreds of pre- and post-decree
matters.
“I like that the issues might be the same
from day to day, but when you couple them
with different people and different lawyers the
combinations are exponential and different,”
Davenport said. “So, it’s never boring.”
Lawyers who handle matters before Davenport said the judge prepares for a case just as
she would if she were still a practitioner.
“When I walk into her courtroom, she knows
my case backward and forward,” said Robin
R. Miller, a Wheaton sole practitioner who has
known Davenport for about 20 years. “She picks
up on the subtle details without being beaten
over the head with it.”
Botti said that Davenport keeps meticulous
notes of cases on her call.
“Lawyers appearing before her need to remember that when they advise her of the status of a
case and then appear a month later, she actually
wrote down what they said the month before and
they’d better be consistent,” Botti added.
In her free time, Davenport enjoys teaching
people how to follow their genealogy and also
performs genealogic studies, particularly for
friends and acquaintances of Italian heritage.
Wheaton recalled that Davenport carried out
an elaborate genealogy study for Wheaton’s
neighbor at her second home in Michigan.
Davenport has done genealogy studies just out
of the goodness of her hear,” Wheaton said.
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NIU Names Rosato
1st Italian-American Woman Dean

ISBA/MIC Celebrates
20 Years of Service

By Leonard F. Amari

Many of our
Justinian members
are insured with
the ISBA/MIC. In
fact, many of our
members serve on
the board including, Leonard Amari, Celia Gamrath,
John Locallo, Jack
Carey, Irene Bahr,
Jim DeSanto, Bob
Downs, Chris Mullen, and John O’Brien, to mention a few. All of
them have either served, or will serve, as Chairmen of the Board of this extremely successful
lawyer’s malpractice insurance carrier – and
Illinois State Bar Association membership
benefit.
ISBA Mutual Insurance Company is celebrating our twentieth year of service to the profession. Sine issuing our first policy on December
1, 1988, the company has experienced steady
growth and improving financial strength. April
2008 marked a significant milestone for our
company when A.M. Best upgraded our financial
strength rating to “A” (Excellent) and gave us
a stable outlook for future ratings. This rating
and outlook were affirmed by A.M. Best in November, 2008, at a time when many insurance
companies are facing downgrades and negative
outlooks.
We declared another policyholder dividend
for 2008, which is the fourth year in a row that
we have paid our policyholders a dividend. This
year, the dividend amounted to seven percent
of the policyholder’s earned premium in 2008.
The 2008 dividend checks were mailed out at
the end of February, 2009.
ISBA Mutual ended the year with almost
$25 million in policyholders’ surplus and approximately $55 million in total assets. Insurance
companies depended on investment income to
produce favorable financial results for the company. With government securities, municipal
and corporate bonds, and bank deposits paying
lower returns, most companies have experienced
a decline in their investment income.
We defended out policyholders in eleven trials
last year, five of which went to verdict. All five
verdicts were in favor of our policyholders. The
other cases were disposed of on motion in favor
of our policyholders or settled on very favorable
terms during trial.
As mentioned, many of the lawyers involved
in the leadership of our company have deep roots
in the Justinian Society as well as the ISBA.
Justinian Past President Leonard Amari was
one of the founding members of our company
and served as one of our early presidents. He
continues to provide distinguished service on
our Board of Directors serving as Chair of our
Reinsurance Committee and a member of our
Claims Committee.

Jennifer Rosato, whose origins are traced
to northern
Italy, and who
is married to an
Italian American with roots
traced to the
Palermo region
in Sicily, has
been named the
new Dean of the Northern Illinois University
Law School. Chicago Daily Law Bulletin, in
publishing the press release of NIU/Law indicated that Ms. Rosato is the first Hispanic to be
named Dean of an American law school. That is
correct, Ms. Rosato being, in part, of Hispanic
origin. However, at a recent Board of Visitor’s
meeting it was discovered that Jennifer is, in fact,
of Italian decent. Jennifer’s married name, Rosato, is a Sicilian name, as we all recognize.
Established in 1974, the Northern Illinois
University College of Law is young by some
standards, but it might feel like an old and
established institution to its newly appointed
dean.
Jennifer Rosato comes to NIU from Drexel
University in Philadelphia where she was part
of the administrative team that created and
launched the Earle Mack School of Law.
She served as acting dean during the school’s
first year of operation (July 2006 – April 2007)
and was a consultant on the project for a year
prior. The experience she gained in those roles,
Rosato says, will be useful when she takes over
the top spot at NIU Law on July 1, 2009.
For her part, Rosato says that the NIU job
was attractive for a number of reasons. One of
the aspects that appealed to her was NIU Law’s
commitment to diversity.
“I have benefited greatly from increased opportunities that others worked to create in the
legal profession. I am excited to become part of
those efforts at NIU Law, which has long been a
leader in expanding access to legal education”
says Rosato, who will become one of only two
Latina law school deans in the nation and the
second woman to hold the title of dean at NIU
Law.
The college’s long history of preparing students for careers in public interest law also fits
well with her belief in emphasizing service in
the legal profession. As dean, she pledges to
work to find new opportunities for the college
to interact with and serve the university and the
broader community.
Prior to her time at Drexel, Rosato was the
associate dean for Student Affairs at Brooklyn
Law School, where she also served as co-
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From left, Alderman Robert Fioretti, Judge Anthony
Iosco, Dean Jennifer Rosato, Leonard Amari and
interim Dean Malcolm Morris at the NIU College of
Law’s Board of Visitor’s meeting.

director of the Center for Health, Science and
Public Policy and as professor of law. She began
teaching at Brooklyn in 1992, and before that
taught at Villanova University School of Law.
Since entering the academy, she also has taught
at University of Pennsylvania Law School and
New York University School of Law.
Rosato earned her J.D. degree from the University of Pennsylvania Law School, where
she was editor-in-chief of the University of
Pennsylvania Journal of International Business
Law and won the Edwin R. Keedy Moot Court
Competition.
Northern Illinois University College of Law
was born under the name of Lewis University
College of Law in 1974. The first class graduated in 1978, and in 1979, it officially became
Northern Illinois University College of Law.
Rosato will replace LeRoy Pernell as dean.
Pernell led the law school for a decade, leaving
NIU in January 2008. Interim Dean Malcolm
L. Morris has been at the helm since Pernell’s
departure.
NIU Law has a very large and active student
Justinian chapter, and a goodly number of leaders in our legal community, also active Justinians, are members of the NIU Law’s Board of
Visitor’s, including: this author; Judge Gloria
Coco; Robert Downs; Judge Rodney Equi, who
presently serves as chair of the Board of Visitors;
Alderman Robert Fioretti; Judge Anthony Iosco,
who serves as the president of the undergraduate
NIU College Alumni Association; and members
David and Paul Vella.
We look forward to a great deal of interaction
with Dean Rosato. Based upon the personal
contact of this author, I find her to be a warm
and receptive academician, one that our legal
and social community will embrace wholeheartedly.

By Jon W. DeMoss, President & CEO

Rinella pledges $200k to
DePaul University
College of Law
Bernard
Rinella (JD
’61), a leading
Illinois family lawyer and
senior partner of Rinella
& Rinella,
Ltd., and his
wife Gloria, recently
pledged
$200,000 to
create the
Bernard B.
and Gloria
L. Rinella
Endowed
Scholarship
a t D e P a u l Bernard Rinella (left) pictured with
U n i v e r s i t y Enrico Mirabelli, both past Justinian
College of presidents.
Law.
“Students
and new lawyers are under enormous financial pressure from
education loans,” says Bernard Rinella. “I hope we
can help take away some of this pressure and let
students focus on practicing law, which benefits
both students and their employers.”
The scholarship continues more than 20 years
of support for the college of law. In addition to his
philanthropic support, Rinella has hired DePaul
students as interns and employees, and he serves
on several college of law committees.
“DePaul provided me with a great, practical
education and connections to Chicago’s judicial
and legal professions,” says Rinella. “I feel an
obligation to give back to my alma mater.”
Following graduation, Rinella joined the firm
founded by his parents and fellow alumni, Samuel
(JD ’28) and Kathryn (JD ’27). The Rinella family
and his parents and grandparents are very familiar
to all those who know the history of the ItalianAmerican lawyers in Chicago. Kathryn’s father,
Bernard Philip Barasa, was the first ever ItalianAmerican judge in this community. He served as
a judge in the old Municipal Court of Chicago
from 1916 to 1924. In addition to Kathryn, he had
two sons that were also lawyers. Kathryn Barasa
married Samuel A. Rinella and their sons, Bernard
and Richard A. Rinella, are both successors to the
Rinella law firm. The Rinella law firm was 30 years
ahead of its time in establishing a boutiques type
practice, one concentrating in the area of family
law on the national scale.
During his career, Bernard Rinella has served
as president of the Justinian Society as well as
the Illinois Chapter of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers and chaired a number of
Chicago and Illinois bar association committees.
He was named the American academy of Matrimonial Lawyers’ Fellow of the Year in 2004 and
one of the top 10 American divorce lawyers by
Town and Country Magazine in 1998.

Laraia Named
Laureate
By John Nocita
Nine distinguished members of the Illinois State Bar
Association will
be honored in
April as Laureates of the ISBA
Academy of Illinois Lawyers
including, Joseph M. Laraia
of Wheaton. Their
elections were announced in January by J.
Timothy Eaton of Chicago, chancellor of the
Academy Board of Regents.
The academy was established in 1999
by the ISBA to celebrate excellence in the
practice of law and to recognize lawyers who
maintain the highest standards of professional
and public service.
The induction ceremony for the 2009 class
of laureates will take place during a luncheon
on Wednesday, April 29, at the Standard Club
in Chicago
Joseph Laraia of Laraia & Hubbard,
Wheaton, “epitomizes every aspect of what
a lawyer is supposed to be” and “a man who
serves his clients, other lawyers and the
community at large,” said Laureate John F.
Donohue, his nominator.
A 1963 graduate of the Northwestern University School of Law, he is a past president
of the DuPage County Bar Association and
the DuPage County chapter of the Justinian
Society, and was a founder of the DuPage
County Criminal Defense Association.
Laraia chairs the county’s Capital Litigation
Trial Bar, lectures in legal education seminars,
serves on his church council, supports cancer
research and other charities, and mentors
lawyers and non-lawyers who need his wise
council.
Joe is a founding member of our DuPage
Justinian chapter and one of the most esteemed
lawyers in that jurisdiction. He joins previous Justinians as laureates, including past
presidents Alfred E. Gallo and Anthony J.
Fornelli.

From lef: Past presidents Joseph Bisceglia ,
Anthony Fornelli with Joseph Laraia.

Anderson Retires
After 28 Years

“Man of the Year” award recipient Steve Anderson
and Gino DiVito.

By Leonard F. Amari
Can it be 28 years since the Board of Governors
of the Illinois State Bar Association convinced
Steve Anderson, our good friend over at the
ISBA, to leave the Law Bulletin to work for the
ISBA as its Director of Communications? Are we
now at risk of losing the wonderful publication,
the ISBA Bar News, which we all look forward to
receiving in the mail and reading cover to cover
every month? The legal profession in the State of
Illinois and the members of the Illinois State Bar
Association are losing a tremendous asset with
Steve Anderson retiring later this spring. Steve
has been the only Illinois journalist to report
regularly on the “Good News” about lawyers and
judges, and their significant achievements and
generous community contributions. He is truly
beloved by all the various ethnic, geographic
and parochial bar associations, attending many
of our Justinian meetings and those of the other
associations for many, many years.
Through many years as a suburban newspaper executive, Steve was named Associate
Publisher of the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin
in 1981. Seven years later, then leaders of the
ISBA convinced him that our bar association
needed a person of his caliber.
An award winning journalist, Steve is a past
president of the Northern Illinois Newspaper
Association, the Chicago Headline Club, and
the Chicago Public Relations Forum. He has
served for many years on the boards of the Illinois
Press Foundation and the Swedish American
Historical Society. He is an honorary member
of several regional and ethnic bar associations
that have recognized his efforts on behalf of the
legal profession and the judicial system. He is
a 1955 graduate of the University of Illinois
College of Communications and is married to
the very lovely and dear Sally Anderson.
In preparing this article for publication about
our friend Steve and his retirement, I went back
to the 1999 year of Justinian Newsletters because
Continued, page 10
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IAPC Elects
New Officers

Anderson, Continued from page 9

past president James Morici awarded Steve,
deservedly so, our esteemed Communications
Award at our Annual Installation and Awards
dinner. Subsequent to that dinner, Gino L.
DiVito, was imposed upon to write an article
for the newsletter about Steve Anderson. It is
appropriate to republish Gino’s article, verbatim,
because it was so well written then and truly
captures the way we all feel now about Steve
Anderson and all that he has accomplished
and all that he has meant to the profession, the
community and to the Justinians.

Reporting on the Reporter
By Gino L. DiVito
Who reports on the reporter? Who writes
about the writer?
These questions are relevant because Steve
Anderson, the long-time editor of the Bar News,
was honored recently by the Justinian Society
of Lawyers. The Justinian’s Communication
Award was bestowed on him at a dinner attended by more than 500 people, assembled
also to honor Judge Joseph Urso, the Award of
Excellence Honoree, and James Morici, new
Justinian president. Steve’s award has largely
gone unnoticed, not surprising given that the
most likely person to report on the occasion
was himself the honoree.
No doubt, in his normal unassuming fashion,
Steve will note the fact only to express his joy
and gratitude about receiving the honor, while
dedicating the bulk of his writing to the impressive accomplishments of the other honorees.
So, somebody has to do it.
Steve Anderson is the biographer of us all. He
writes extensively and glowingly about those
who are active in bar activities and legal affairs
in general. More important, he documents with
loving care and accuracy the important events
and issues in our legal world. All of us, even
those whose names never appear in his writings,
glow in the reflected light of his comprehensive
reporting about what lawyers do.
Steve is also our historian. He remembers the
past and knows how it shaped the present. His
writings frequently are bolstered by facts and
anecdotes from the past that give meaning to
current events explains what is to come.
He is our defender. During a period when
we judges, lawyers, the justice system itself are
under constant assault, his eloquent responses
are harbors in the storm. He articulates in cogent
words and phrases what takes paragraphs for
most to communicate. It is impossible to discern
that he is not a lawyer. He writes about us and
what we do with inspired insight.
In introducing Steve at the Justinian sinner,
Leonard Amari called him “Stephano Andersono” and said that he was Sicilian. My personal
belief was that he was half Abruzzesse and half
Napolitano. But Steve put all such thoughts to
rest when he admitted that he possessed not a
drop of Italian blood. And he expressed pride
in his Viking roots.
Nevertheless, his acceptance of the Communications Award made every Italian-American in
the audience proud. For Steve is truly one of us
in the same way he, a non-lawyer, is a member
of the legal community. It is no surprise that he
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Steve and Sally Anderson pictured with the late Ralph
Gabric (left) and Hon. Gloria Coco (right).

Past President Tom Battista congratulates new IAPC
President Fred Serpe.

From left, Steve Anderson; Jon DeMoss, President
and CEO of the ISBA/MIC; and John G. O’Brien,
ISBA President-Elect.

has been honored by virtually every ethnic bar
association as one of its own. He understands.
He shares. He advances all of our goals and
aspirations. He is a friend.
Amari recalled being on the Board of Governors of the Illinois State Bar Association when
Steve’s interest in being an ISBA employee was
discussed. Amari said that he made the motion
to authorize Steve’s hiring. He admitted that
everyone then on the Board now makes the same
claim. That is strange because I am certain that I
made the motion. And if someone else made the
motion before me, I am sure that I seconded it. If
I am mistaken about that, I recall my passionate
endorsement of his hiring and the unanimous
vote that followed. I concede that the Board did
not need convincing because everyone on it was
well aware of Steve’s extraordinary work on the
Law Bulletin. In any event, it was a great day
for ISBA and for the legal community.
Soon after Steve came aboard, the twicemonthly Bar News and ISBA’s weekly page
in the Law Bulletin were born. The deadline
and quality requirements of those publications
are daunting. But not for him. The lawyer in
his blood is mixed with substantial amounts of
ink. When he decides to spend full time with
his beloved Sally, it will surely take a handful
of people to replace him.
There is no way to get this by Steve into the
Bar News without resorting to those who have
ultimate say. If you’re reading this, it’s because
President Cheryl Niro, Executive Director Bob
Craghead, and/or another in authority insisted
upon it being published.
After all, we had to find a way to communicate
how much Steve is appreciated. Someone had
to report on the reporter.

By Leonard F. Amari
The Italian American Political Coalition,
the political voice of the Chicagoland ItalianAmerican community, recently elected new officers to serve for the 2009-2011 term. President
Ferdinand P. Serpe and President-elect Rich
Pellegrino will bring a great deal of leadership
to this wonderful aggressive political organization and an agenda to further the interests of
our community, politically, in the Chicagoland
area. Other officers elected are: Kathleen Field
Orr, second vice president; Enza Zacchigna,
third vice president; Frank Cerrone, secretary;
Dominic Sergi, treasurer; and of course, the
wonderful Nina Albano Vidmer continues to
serve as executive director. These ’09-’11 officers will be ably assisted by some old and some
new members of the Board, including: Mike
Alesia, Gina Arquilla, immediate past President
Thomas Battista, Thomas Benigno, Richard
Carbonara, Joseph CataldoFranco Coladipietro,
James DeLeo, Silvio DiPaolo, Michael Favia,
Giovanni Gullo, Jack LaBrasca, John Lag,
Jerry Marchese, Mary Milano, Larry Morretti,
Mary Nicolau, Anna Ranaldi, Dennis Reboletti,
Angelo “Skip” Saviano, Peter Silvestri, John
Spatuzza, Joanne Trapani and Enza Zacchigna,
along with past presidents Leonard Amari, Bud
Cataldo and Anthony Fornelli.
For our younger members, we provide here
a brief history of the IAPC.
The Italian American Political Coalition, an
Illinois not-for-profit entity was created in the
early 1990s to fill a vacuum that existed for many
years in this area, to create a voice, politically,
for the Italian-American community.
At the time of the decennial census in 1990,
as most folks in our community remember,
the only two U.S. Congressmen from Illinois
redistricted out of office were the only two
whose names ended in a vowel, Congressmen
Frank Annunzio and Martin Russo. A handful
of attorneys and businessmen recognized this
vagary and called a meeting at the law offices of
Amari & Locallo, to discuss creating a “PAC,”
a political action committee, with an eye toward
the empowerment of the Italian American community politically. To quote the highly respected
and recently deceased Raymond R. Coffey, the

Chicago Sun-Times political reporter in a column he wrote May 5, 1994: “Many of them saw
it then, see it still, as part of a troubling pattern
in which they have been increasingly ignored,
disrespected, taken for granted politically in
Chicago and Illinois.”
It was a phone call from Dick Caifano who
called this author, initially, after the redistricting,
and said: “Len, what are we going to do about
this.” This call triggered a lunch at Tope Gigio’s
on Wells St., with Dick Caifano, Len Amari,
Tony Ferraro, Sam Tornatore, Joe Locallo and
Joe Gagliardo that led to the formation and the
first meeting of the IAPC.
Subsequently, prominent members of our
community such as Tony Tortoriello, Jim
Montana, Dominic DiFrisco, Tony Fornelli, Joe
Annunzio, Don Bono, Bruno Tassone, and the
others mentioned, decided to create an entity
with an eye toward coalescing our community,
politically, to vote as a bloc, to encourage folks
from our community to run for office, to register Italian-American voters, and to try to have
some influence in the political process where,
obviously, very little existed for some time.
As Italians are want to do, a great deal of
disagreement existed as to what the process
should be, the vehicle, the approach, who
should be involved, e.g., should it be an arm
of the Justinian Society of Lawyers, should
we be bi-partisan/non- partisan, should elected
officials be permitted to participate in the governance, etc. However, all of the founding board
members were united in one purpose, to react
to the disenfranchisement of our community
in the political process, to do what we could to
encourage people from our community to run
for public office, and to be active in politics at
every level. It was prominent Chicago attorney,
past Justinian president, community leader and
fellow founding board member John Spatuzza
who suggested the name that describes our
purpose – the Italian American Political Coalition.
Tony Ferraro handled all of the entity creation
paper-work. We now have and have had a board
that consistently numbers thirty or so members,
from all walks of life and are always looking
for more like-committed and motivated people
from our community.
In his column Mr. Coffey made this observation: “There are an estimated 1.2 million ItalianAmericans in Illinois and between 300,000 and
400,000 in the Chicago area. What they are
doing, the Italian American Political Coalition,
is what so many other minority groups – racial,
ethnic, gender, etc., – are doing these days. They
are organizing what they call the Italian American Political Coalition seeking ‘empowerment’
as a specific constituency politicians cannot
ignore.”
We have gotten behind wonderful candidates
from our community, such as Illinois Attorney
General Jim Ryan, Senator Jim DeLeo, State
Representative “Skip” Saviano, Commissioners
Peter Silvestri and Larry Suffredin others. We
recently assisted past Justinian president, Franco
Coladipietro and assistant state’s attorney and
community leader, Dennis Reboletti get elected
to second terms in the Illinois legislature. We
look to the few elected political leaders from our

Helping Clients Avoid the
Employer Penalty

IAPC Board Members Mike Favia (left) and Frank
Cerrone (right) with IAPC President Fred Serpe

community, those already mentioned and others
such as Aldermen William Banks and Margaret
Laurino to suggest direction for the IAPC, to be
part of our agenda and to be involved.
In addition to those mentioned herein, historical board members include, among others:
Ron Turano, Paul Buttera, Pat Caputo, John
Sciaccotta, Francis Peter Geraci, John Locallo, Gregg Garofalo, Cheryl Niro, and Jim
DeSanto.
Some of the activities of the Coalition include
a Municipal Reception, where we assemble the
majority of the 25 Italian-American mayors
from the Chicagoland area to meet the board
members and other prominent Italian-American
leaders. We support other Italian community
organizations when possible. The Togetherness Reception, a fall event, is held on election
years inviting all of the elected officials and
others involved in the political process and all
of the board members of the IAPC and Italian
Americans from all of the different disciplines
and occupations to meet and greet in an informal setting. This is also our sole fundraising
event.
Also, in anticipation of every election, local,
statewide and national, we convene what we call
an Endorsement Session wherein we invite all
of the candidates for the various offices, in the
primary, to meet with our board, pledge their
support of our agenda and subsequently make
our endorsements when warranted. The benefit
of receiving the endorsement of the IAPC is the
publicizing of these decisions in a full page ad
the month before each election in Fra Noi, also
usually a Chicago newspaper, the dissemination of our endorsements on our web page and
an opportunity for a mailing to approximately
120,000 Italian-American households encouraging them to support our endorsed candidates,
which reaches probably three to four hundred
thousand registered voters.
All of the costs of the IAPC come from
members of the board and donations from folks
from our community and mainly from the sale
of tickets to our annual events. Our endorsement
is extremely sought after by office seekers. Our
Togetherness Reception is very well attended by
our community and friends, as well as elected
officials and office seekers.
Past IAPC presidents, as mentioned, include
Tony Tortoriello, Anthony Fornelli, Bud Cataldo, Dom Fichera, this author, Jim Morici and
immediate past president Tom Battista.

By Celia Guzaldo Gamrath
The Illinois Income Withholding
for Support Act is
an effective way
to enforce child
support, but unsuspecting employers
who fail to comply
with a withholding
notice can get in
a costly crossfire.
Take, for example,
the employer who
withheld child support of $82 per week from its employee but
failed to pay it over in a timely fashion and was
penalized $1,172,100 (In re Marriage of Miller,
227 Ill.2d 185 (Ill. 2007)); or the employer who
failed to withhold child support altogether and
was penalized $369,000 (In re Marriage of Gulla,
382 Ill.App.3d 498 (2d Dist. 2008)). These cases
illustrate the importance of making sure clients
who employ child support obligors know how
to comply with notices to withhold income.
Section 35(a) of the Act (750 ILCS 28/35(a))
requires a payor (employer) who has been
served with an income withholding notice to
deduct the requisite amount of support and pay
it over to the State Disbursement Unit within
seven business days after the date the amount
would have been paid or credited to the obligor.
If the employer knowingly fails to withhold or
pay any amount withheld within the statutory
time period, it shall pay a penalty of $100 for
each day that the withheld amount is not paid.
The failure of an employer to comply with the
withholding notice on more than one occasion creates a presumption that the employer
knowingly failed to pay over the amounts. This
could result in substantial penalties against the
employer and a substantial windfall to the child
support recipient.
Clients need to be counseled in advance on
how to comply with a notice of income withholding for child support. Our attorneys know
the applicable statutes and ensure that our clients
understand them. We have successfully represented clients and obtained substantial awards
for them as the result of improper employer
withholdings. An employer who withholds more
than is permitted by law or withholds beyond
the date specified in the notice of withholding
may be liable to its employee for damages;
and, if he or she willfully fails to comply with
a withholding notice, he or she may be subject
to further penalty and personal liability. This is
all in addition to any penalty the employer may
owe the child support recipient.
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DRIVING UNDER
THE INFLUENCE
SAY “GOODBYE” TO THE JDP AND
“HELLO” TO THE MDDP!

By Joseph DiBella
If a driver is arrested for a DUI on
or after January 1,
requesting a driving
permit is no longer
an option. Rather,
the Judicial Driving
Permit (“JDP”) is
now replaced with
the Monitoring Devise Driving Permit
(“MDDP”), which
will require the installation of a Breath
Alcohol Ignition Interlock Device (“BAIID”)
in the offender’s vehicle.
The MDDP is available only to “first-time
offenders.” A “first-time offender” is any person who has not had a previous conviction or
received supervision for violating 11-501, or
similar out-of-state offenses, within the last
5 years. See 625 ILCS 5/11-500. In addition,
a driver is ineligible for the MDDP if: (1) the
offender’s license is otherwise invalid, (2) if
death or great bodily harm resulted from the
DUI arrest, (3) if the offender has previously
been convicted of reckless homicide, or (4) if the
offender is under the age of 18. Also, a MDDP
will not allow a Commercial Drivers License
(“CDL”) holder to operate a Commercial Motor
Vehicle (“CMV”) during the Statutory Summary
Suspension (“Summary Suspension”) period.
Unlike the JDP, the judge has no discretion
to deny the MDDP so long as the defendant
meets the statutory requirements mentioned
above. Once the MDDP is granted, the driver
may drive anywhere within Illinois so long as
the car is equipped with a BAIID device. The
offender may need to get judicial permission if
driving the vehicle out of the State of Illinois.
The BAIID is a breath test instrument installed
on the vehicle. The offender must provide a
breath sample in to the BAIID prior to starting
the vehicle and at random intervals throughout
the travel time. The BAIID reads the persons
Blood Alcohol Content (“BAC”). The BAIID
is hooked in to the ignition of the car and prevents the person from starting the car if their
breath sample registers a .025 or higher. See
the Secretary of State’s Website at: http://www.
cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/BAIID/
factsheet.html. A certified BAAID installer must
install the BAIID devise within 14 days of the
MDDP being granted.
The MDDP allows the offender to drive only
after serving 30 days of the Summary Suspension, which is commonly referred to as “hard
time”. The Summary Suspension will either be
6 months or 12 months, depending on failure
or refusal of the field sobriety tests pursuant to
625 ILCS 5/6-208.1. It should be noted that an
offender might choose not to participate in the
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BAIID program. However, there is no other form
of driving relief during the Summary Suspension period. Also, if the offender opts out of
the BAIID program and is subsequently caught
driving during the Summary Suspension period,
he or she will be guilty of a class 4 felony.
The costs associated with the BAIID device
include approximately $100 for the installation,
$80 monthly rental fee, $30 monthly monitoring fee. The law provides for a fund to allow
individuals who cannot afford the fees associated
with the device an opportunity to participate in
the BAIID program. The court must first determine that the offender is indigent. If the offender
is deemed indigent then the BAIID vendor is
to seek reimbursement from the Secretary of
State’s indigent fund.

Re-Examining
Life Insurance
‘It’s Not Like Buying a Book Online,
Or Using the Latest Technology Tool’
By Britt Yackey, ChFC, CLU, MBA
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
[Editor’s Note: Britt is a long time Justinian
friend and a regular ISBA Sunday Runner.]
While the ‘90s were a time of economic prosperity and wealth accumulation for many, the
2000’s have reminded people of the importance
of diversification and protection. Certainly, economic and world events have caused many of
us to refocus on a larger and more challenging
financial picture.
For these reasons, it is more important to
work with a qualified financial professional.
And, wisely, many financial professionals are
preaching the need for diversification as a means
of better managing risk. But how many of them
are suggesting that their clients take a second
look at an old reliable tool – life insurance – as
an essential element for a sound financial strategy?
Arguably, the biggest issue with life insurance
is the tendency to oversimplify the whole process
of buying it. It’s either term or permanent, some
“experts” will say. Furthermore, these same
experts will often advise that term is the only
way to go for everyone.
Truth is, buying life insurance cannot be
reduced to a simple either/or decision. It is
much more than a simple commodity; it’s not
like buying a book online or using the latest
technology tool. And it will depend upon each
person’s circumstances.
There are issues of:
• How much insurance you need and how long
you’ll need it.
• How the actual contract is designed: what
types or combination of types are best for your
needs; how your insurance needs might change
over time; the extent to which you are prepared
to pay premiums over an extended period.

It follows that the life insurance policy a
person owns should reflect that individual’s
unique needs – there are no one-size-fits-all
solutions when preparing for financial security.
For some this could mean term life insurance;
for others, it could mean permanent life insurance. For others, still, it could mean a blended
policy of both term and permanent insurance,
or a combination of several types.
Whenever you get into the issue of term or
permanent, it’s important to understand the
fundamentals. With permanent insurance, the
insurance proceeds are paid to your beneficiaries whenever you die, as long as the premiums
continue to be paid. Permanent insurance has
level premiums and a cash value that grows on a
tax-deferred basis. Term insurance, on the other
hand, provides a payout only if you die within a
certain period of time. The premiums typically
increase each time you renew your policy and
it has no cash value. Initially, the premium for
term insurance is considerably lower than that
of a permanent policy. But, in the long-run,
the net cost may eventually be lower with the
permanent plan.
Life insurance should be considered the
foundation and most conservative element of
any personal plan – the money that absolutely
has to be there, no matter what the economic
cycle or climate. Furthermore, choosing the right
amount of insurance is more important than
finding the right kind. After that, the type you
buy depends on your timetable and budget.
A good financial representative will make
sure you consider life insurance as part of your
overall financial strategy. This is someone who
can help you understand your insurance needs
and help identify which products offer innovative
solutions in a particular situation. Rather than
push a product, a good financial representative
will do these things:
– Ask questions about your goals and objectives
and your long- and short-term needs.
– Analyze the information to determine the feasibility of these goals, objectives and needs.
– Make a recommendation to help meet your
financial goals.
– Provide good service year after year, by letting
you know how your plan is performing relative to
your objectives – it’s a long-term relationship.
Article prepared by Northwestern Mutual with
the cooperation of Britt Yackey ChFC, CLU,
MBA. Britt Yackey is a Financial Representative
with Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life
Insurance Company (Northwestern Mutual)
(NM), Milwaukee, Wisconsin, its affiliates and
subsidiaries. Britt Yackey is an insurance agent
of NM based in Chicago, IL. To contact Britt,
please call (312) 443-7386, e-mail him at britt.
yackey@nmfn.com or visit his Web site at www.
brittyackey.com.

Brown Launches E-Filing
With the Support of Chief Judge Timothy Evans
Project Will Move Cook County Attorneys from
In Line to Online
By: Enza Zacchigna
Cook County Circuit Court Clerk Dorothy
Brown and Chief Judge Timothy C. Evans announce that the Circuit Court of Cook County
will launch an electronic filing pilot project in
the Individual Commercial Calendar Section of
the Law Division in April 2009.
E-filing is the automated online process of
creating a court file, paying associated filing
fees and electronically file-stamping and storing
most court documents. The process increases efficiency for attorneys, self-represented litigants
and court clerks.
The Clerk’s Office and the Office of the Chief
Judge have been collaborating on the project
since 2007 after receiving approval from the
Supreme Court of Illinois.
The current manual process of filing court
documents requires attorneys to create a file in
their offices, and then travel to the Clerk’s Office
with the paperwork and payment. At the Clerk’s
Office, lawyers and self-represented litigants
typically have to wait in line until their turn to
submit their documents, pay their fees and have
their papers stamped and copied by the counter
clerks. E-Filing reduces this entire process to
a simple procedure conducted in one location:
a desktop computer, whether in an office or at
home.

From left, Cook County Clerk Dorothy Brown, past
president Celia Gamrath, and Chief Judge Timothy
Evans at a Justinian event.

Clerk Brown explained, “E-filing will streamline the process for filing court documents,
basically allowing attorneys to move from in
line at the Clerk’s Office to online with the
Clerk’s Office. The launching of this pilot will
bring us another step closer to my vision of a
truly integrated, electronic court system.” The
Clerk’s Office’s goal is to eventually expand
e-filing to all court divisions.
She continued, “Under this pilot, attorneys
and self-represented litigants may file documents in Law Division Individual Commercial
Calendar Section cases by simply using the
Internet. The system will allow them to file
documents electronically, pay filing fees, and

receive a file-stamped copy of the documents,
all without ever leaving their homes or offices.
E-filing also allows certain documents to be
served electronically.”
Chief Judge Evans enthusiastically supports
the pilot project, which includes plans by the
Clerk’s Office to host a series of e-filing demonstrations to prepare related court system
agencies and members of the legal community
for the launch of the pilot.
Evans said, “Clerk Brown and I are eager to
embrace technology that will help make court
operations more efficient and user-friendly.”
Clerk Brown thanked Chief Judge Evans
for his support of the e-filing project, noting,
“Chief Judge Evans and I share the primary goal
of finding the most effective ways to deliver
swift and equal justice for the citizens of Cook
County.”
The Cook County Clerk’s Office’s E-Filing
system is the first fully integrated, electronic
filing system in the state of Illinois, and only
the second in the world. The filing information
is entered once and replicated across multiple
computer systems, thereby eliminating redundant data entry and reducing exposure to human
error.
Attorneys practicing in Cook County are
encouraged to register their email addresses
on the Clerk’s Office website, www.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org, to receive updates on the
e-filing pilot. Questions and comments may be
sent to ecourt@cookcountycourt.com.

Real Estate Tax Exemptions for Seniors
By Leonard F. Amari & Vesna Marusic
Amari & Locallo
In Cook County, senior citizens can take advantage or two important residential real estate
tax exemptions: the Senior Citizen Homestead
Exemption and the Senior Citizen Assessment
Freeze Homestead Exemption.
The Senior Citizen Homestead Exemption
provides real estate tax relief by reducing the
equalized assessed value of a qualifying residence by $3,500. Before receiving this exemption, a few eligibility requirements need to be
met. Property qualifies for this exemption if the
applicant is at least 65 years old during the year
for which they are applying. Also, as of January
1 of the year in question, the applicant must be
the owner of the property. If the applicant is not
the owner of the property, then the applicant
must have an existing lease or contract which
makes them responsible for the property’s real
estate taxes. Finally, as of January 1 of the year
in question, the property must be the applicant’s
principal residence.
To help demonstrate the benefit of this exemption, suppose a qualified applicant owns a

property with an assessment value of 100,000.
Taking this assessment value and multiplying
it by the state equalization factor (last known
to be 2.7076), the applicant will arrive at the
property’s equalized assessed value. A qualified applicant for the Senior Citizen Homestead
Exemption can then deduct $3,500 from their
property’s equalized assessment value before
it is multiplied against the current tax rate. In
this situation, if the tax rate was 10 percent, the
qualified applicant could enjoy approximately
$350 in tax relief. This relief would be seen on
the applicant’s second installment real estate
tax bill.
The Senior Citizen Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption allows applicants with total
household incomes of $50,000 or less to obtain
a freeze of the assessed value of their property.
More specifically, this exemption freezes a
property’s equalized assessed value for the year
preceding the year in which the applicant first
qualifies and applies for the exemption. For
example, for the 2007 tax year, payable in 2008,
the applicant must have owned and occupied the
residence between January 1, 2006 and January
1, 2007, and have been responsible for paying

the 2006 and 2007 taxes.
If eligible for the Senior Citizen Homestead
Exemption and the Senior Citizen Assessment
Freeze Homestead Exemption, the applicant
needs to complete and sign the corresponding
application, found either on the Cook County
Assessor’s Web site, www.cookcountyassessor.
com or in the Cook County Assessor’s Office
itself. The Property Index Number and Township
can be found on the real estate tax bill. The Cook
County Assessor’s Office will send a notification
if and when the application is approved.
For every subsequent year following approval,
an annual renewal form needs to be signed and
returned to the Cook County Assessor’s Office
in order to preserve the exemption. If a taxpayer
is qualified to receive credit for an exemption
but does not receive it, the taxpayer must contact
the Cook County Assessor’s Office to possibly
correct the situation through a Certificate of
Error.
More information on these and other exemptions can be found directly on the Cook County
Assessor’s Web site at www.cookcountyassessor.com.
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Scholarship Fund Report
By Anthony M. Farace
Scholarship Chairman
In the mid-1980s, best I could discover,
during the year of Jack Cerone as Justinian
president, and with
Anthony “ACE”
Erbacci as secretary, the Honore Nella Legge
Scholarship Fund
was created. This
was the forerunner
of our Justinian
Society law student Scholarship
Fund. At an executive meeting,
it was the highly
esteemed (now retired) Judge Frank
Siracusa who came
up with the name, Honore Nella Legge, which
means, of course, “Honor in the Law.” The
idea was to create a Justinian desk flag, and
give them as a token of appreciation of the
Society to anybody who made a contribution
to our Scholarship Fund.
It was President Cerone’s idea to raise
sufficient enough principal so that annual
scholarships could be provided to needy Italian-American law students from the interest
without touching the res. The dreams of those
Justinian leaders at the time, as we all know,
have come to fruition. Over the last decade
or so, especially with additional contributions
to our Scholarship Fund made by generous
folks such as Jim Morici, the family of the
late Fred Lambrushi, Steve Phillips in honor
of the late John Giangraso Phillips, Warren
Lupel and Leonard Amari in honor of their
parents, the author of this article and past
President Franco Coladipietro, just to name
a few.
The motivation for the Honore Nella Legge
Scholarship Fund was exhausted when we ran
out of desk-top Justinian flags. Now, because
of the far-sighted vision of President Mauro
Glorioso, this fund is being reestablished.
Anyone contributing to this Scholarship Fund
in the amount of $200 or more, will have their
names listed as a contributor in these pages
to this fund and will receive a desk flag embodying our beloved Justinian Society logo,
as can be seen in the photo below.
How about being the first on your block
to receive a Justinian desk flag by writing a
check to the Justinian Scholarship Fund in the
amount of $200, or more? With the sad condition of the economy, law students, especially
folks from our community, are more in need
of scholarship monies than ever. The Justinian
Society, in fact, our ethnicity, is known for its
generosity and concern for others. Check can
be sent to me, as the Scholarship Chairman, at
Amari & Locallo, 734 N. Wells St., Chicago,
IL 60654.
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From left, Past President John Locallo, Third Vice
President Katherine Amari, and President Mauro
Glorioso.

Learn Italian in Italy

[Editor’s Note: Newsletter contributor
Jessica DePinto advises of an eightweek Italian language immersion class,
May 22- July 17, 2009, through the University of Wisconsin - Parkside.]
University of Wisconsin-Parkside & Università della Calabria. Participants will have a
once in a life time experience of the classical and vibrant culture of Italy. The Università della Calabria will provide a complete
immersion program that will allow students
learn the Italian language and be engaged
with the culture. There is no better way to
learn the Italian language!
This program goes beyond a classroom
education, students will be able to see the
sites, hear the sounds and taste the food of
Southern Italy.
The Università della Calabria is one of
the largest universities in Italy, with more
than 35,000 students on campus. It is a
modern university only 40 years old and is
the only Italian university that is known as
a “campus”. The campus is located in the
mountainous area of Calabria and is very
close to both Mediterranean Sea and the
National Park known as “Parco Nazionale
della Sila.”
The program includes:
•Eight weeks of instruction. Students will
be in class for 10 hours per week. All classes will be on the Università della Calabria
campus
• An English speaking group leader will be
assigned to the students for the entire 8
weeks.
• Tours of the local communities around the
Università della Calabria, such as Cosenza,
Castrolibero, and Rende.
• Tours of other cultural sites of Calabria
and visits to the famous sea towns such as
Tropea.
No prior knowledge of the Italian language
necessary. Contact Dr. Carmel Ruffolo prior
to applying: (262) 595-2174

Salami & Butter
By R.J. Mentone
A few days ago my
ten year old daughter
had a friend, Emily,
over to play; a real nice
girl who has been over
to our house numerous
times. My wife and I
encourage our children
to invite their friends
into our house.
Lunchtime came
along and I explained
to the girls what was
available to eat. I offered them ham, bologna and salami. The salami I
offered them was an imported Volpi Genoa salami.
This is a special and delicious salami.
My daughter opted for a ham sandwich and Emily asked for salami. I started making the sandwich
and Emily put in a request. Emily asked, and this
is a direct quote, “Can I have butter on that?”
At first I wasn’t sure what I heard. Who puts
butter on a salami sandwich? Who puts butter on
imported Volpi Genoa salami? My stomach just
flipped over when I heard this strange request. I
am certain that the stomachs of all my dead Italian
relatives also flipped over. I still couldn’t believe
what I heard.
Emily was not Italian but she was certain in her
request. Being a good host I complied. I buttered
up the bread and served Emily the sandwich. I’ll
be honest, it was hard to make a salami sandwich
with butter. It was even harder to watch Emily eat
the sandwich. The salami is so good it can be eaten
plain. The meat is so finely cured that nothing else
is needed.
Emily ate the whole sandwich. I could tell she
enjoyed it. The more I watched I realized that she
has eaten a lot of salami sandwiches with butter. I
offered her another sandwich and Emily said, “Just
a half.” I buttered up the half sandwich and served
it to Emily and she ate it with the same gusto that
she ate the first one.
As I watched her eat I felt a certain satisfaction
come over me. I remember my paternal grandmother watching my brothers and I eat her pasta.
She garnered great joy by watching us eat. For a
short time I felt the same way.
Then a most wonderful feeling came over me.
My dead Italian relatives weren’t rolling over in
their graves. They were watching me with great
joy. Their legacy was opening their homes and
feeding anybody who came in. I was doing the
same. Being Italian is not always about the food.
At its core it is being an accommodating host and
feeding the people who come into your home. So
the salami had butter on it. Big deal. I made Emily
happy and made her welcome in my home. That
was a big deal.
[Editor’s Note: Ron Mentone has been a Justinian since 1983. Because of his busy schedule he
does not attend many social functions but writes
to advise that he truly enjoys the Newsletter and
the fraternity of the organization. We relish the
opportunity of publishing submittions and look
forward to Ron Mentone participation as member
in the Justinian Society.]

The Alyssa R. Pagano
Memorial Foundation
By Bill Davy
On May 8, 2008 I was informed of
the passing of my cousin, Alyssa R.
Pagano, a recent John Marshall Law
School graduate, a bright future Justinian, a loving sister, daughter, cousin
and friend. Alyssa’s passing was a
tragic loss for the Pagano, Ferrara,
Buffardi, Alioto, and Davy families,
and many others. Her passing was
also a loss to those who never had
a chance to meet her, including the
legal community, and the Justinian
Society of Lawyers. Her involvement
here and elsewhere would be great, and would not go unnoticed. Alyssa’s contributions to society during her life would
only be magnified as she continued to grow in her career as
an attorney. The Alyssa R. Pagano Memorial Foundation was
founded in February of this year in an effort to continue the
work that Alyssa began.
Alyssa was an exemplary student at both Loyola University
of Chicago, and the John Marshall Law School. She took full
advantage of the opportunities provided to her and always
embodied a strong work ethic. In her life, Alyssa was a kind
and selfless person. She gave generously to those who were
less fortunate, she was understanding and supportive of those
who were suffering and she was always willing to help those
who couldn’t help themselves. Alyssa devoted much of her life
to charitable work. She spent countless hours volunteering at
children’s hospitals in Chicago, donated generously to numerous city animal shelters, and routinely prepared and shipped
thousand of gifts to soldiers in Iraq, to name only a few. She
had planned to commit her legal career to providing assistance
to children who were abused or neglected.
Any gift made to the Alyssa R. Pagano Memorial Foundation will be anonymously donated to any one of the numerous
charitable foundations that were so important to Alyssa and to
the people she cared most about.
The Foundation will be hosting it’s 1st annual Swinging
for the Fences golf outing at Oak Brook Hills Country Club
on August 17, 2009, sponsored in part by Ferrara Pan Candy
Company. There will be a dinner immediately following the
golf outing for anyone who would like to take part but is unable
to attend for golf. We are expecting a great turnout for the event
and hope that all who are
interested contact us.
For more information
about the Alyssa R. Pagano Memorial Foundation or to inquire about
foursomes and hole
sponsorships for the
golf event please visit
us on the web at www.
alyssafoundation.org or
contact the following:
Louis Pagano, Chairman
c/o Ferrara Pan Candy
Company
7301 W. Harrison St,
Chicago, Illinois 60130
708-366-0500

TORT NOTES
ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT CONFIRMS THAT SETTLING
DEFENDANTS DO NOT BELONG ON VERDICT FORM
By James J. Morici, Jr.
The Illinois Supreme Court recently interpreted the
meaning of 2-1117 of the Code of Civil Procedure
concluding that that section as enacted in 1986 was
never intended to include settling tortfeasors in the
apportionment of fault and accordingly, that settling
tortfeasors do not belong on a verdict form apportioning responsibility. Ready v. United/Godecke Services,
Inc., 2008 WL 5046833 (Ill.)
In December, 1999, the Plaintiff was employed by
Midwest Generation, LLC, at a power plant in Joliet, Illinois as a maintenance mechanic. The general
contractor had subcontracted with Defendant United/
Godecke Services, Inc. (United) to perform scaffolding work including the lifting of scaffolding materials. Id. p.3. On December 23,
1999, during the lifting of wood trusses, a truss slipped out of its rigging and fell
eight floors to the ground where it struck and killed Mr. Ready. Id.
Prior to trial in the lower court, numerous motions were filed. As a result of
those rulings, United was not allowed to present any evidence at trial regarding
the conduct of the settling defendants. In addition, the trial court denied United’s
motion to list the general contractor and/or the employer, Midwest, on the verdict
form so that if the jury found United at fault, it could consider weather to allocate
some portion of the fault not only to Mr. Ready, but also to his employer and the
general contractor. Id.
On appeal, United argued the trial court erred in not including the settling Defendants on the verdict form. The Appellate Court agreed and reversed, in part,
finding that the trial court had erred in not including the general contractor and
the employer on the verdict form for purposes of fault apportion. The Court also
concluded, contrary to the Circuit Court that evidence relating to the culpability
of those settled Defendants was relevant and admissible but affirmed the amount
of damages awarded concluding that the appellant had forfeited the right to challenge that amount. Id. p. 4.
The Illinois Supreme Court found that the central issue in the appeal was weather
the settled tortfeasors are “Defendants sued by the Plaintiff” within the meaning
of Section 2-1117. Plaintiff argued that the statute unambiguously excludes settling Defendants with the appellant, United, taking the opposite view. The Court
limited its analysis to the version of Section 2-1117 and in effect at the time of
the Plaintiff’s incident which had been promulgated in 1986. Id. In the Supreme
Court, United argued that “Defendants sued by Plaintiff” within the meaning of
Section 2-1117 included settling Defendants such as the general contractor and
the employer. It argued that the statutory language plainly included settling Defendants within its scope noting that the term “sued” was used in the past tense. The
Plaintiff took the opposite view arguing that the plain meaning of 2-1117 “Does
not permit the apportionment of fault to dismissed Defendants” and asserted that
the phrase “Defendants sued by the Plaintiff” included only those Defendants who
remained in the case at the time it was submitted to the fact finder. Id. p. 5
The Court went through a careful analysis of various rules of statutory construction and looked to 1995 amendments to 2-1117 (eventually held unconstitutional
in Best v. Taylor Machine Works, 179 Ill.2d 367, 689 N.E.2d 1057 (1997)) as well
as the legislative record relative to then current Senate Bill 1296 which was aimed
at amending 2-1117 in which Senator John Cullerton spoke to the fact that the
legislature intended for settling Defendants to not be named on the verdict form.
The court noted that there was disagreement among the various circuits which
spoke in support of the ambiguity suggested by Ready and also found support
in the statements of Senator Cullerton which it said state “Served to confirm our
conclusion” that the language of 2-1117 was ambiguous. Id. p. 5-7.
In concluding the Court disagreed with the Appellate Court’s holding that under
Section 2-1117 a remaining Defendant’s culpability must be assessed relative to
the culpability of all Defendants including settling Defendants. The Supreme Court
reversed that portion of the Appellate Court’s judgment and reinstated the Circuit
Court’s judgment as to liability. Id. p. 8.
James J. Morici, Jr. is a partner in the firm of MORICI, FIGLIOLI & ASSOCIATES, and represents Plaintiffs in personal injury, workers’ compensation, and
construction site related injury suits. Read all prior issues of “Tort Notes” at
www.MFA-LAW.com.
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Photo Stories
Past Justinian President John Locallo submitted
a photo of the Illinois State Bar Association officers
who attended President Barack Obama’s speech in
Springfield. From left: ISBA 1st Vice President John
O’Brien, President Jack Carey, 3rd Vice President
John Locallo and 2nd Vice President Mark Hassakis.

Midshipman Bertucci (left) celebrating his Brigade Championship with Vince Petrosino over a steak
dinner in Annapolis.
On February 27, 2009, Judge Robert W. Bertucci
and fellow Justinian Vince Petrosino once again traveled to Annapolis, Maryland, to witness Judge
Bertucci's son Christopher (156 lb. middleweight) win the U.S. Naval Academy Brigade
Boxing Championship for the second time.
Christopher, who did not take up boxing until he
began college at the Naval Academy in 2007,
then moved on to Regionals in Virginia where
he finished first.
As he did last year, Christopher remained
undefeated in his weight class through the
semi-finals of the National Collegiate Boxing
Association Championships, held this year at
the University of Maryland. However, on April 3,
2009, he lost a very close fight (3 to 2 split decision by the five judges) to last year's National
Justinians on the ISBA Board of Governors parChampion. For the second year in a row, Christopher
ticipate in presenting the Lincoln bust gift to the Illinois
finished third in the nation and made All-American.
Supreme Court in Springfield. From left, Umberto Davi,
He received his nomination to the Naval Academy
Anita DeCarlo, Frank Sommario, Dion Davi, Joseph
from U..S. Senator Richard J. Durbin.
Gagliardo, Mark Wojcik, John Locallo and Mauro
Glorioso.

The John Marshall Law Review hosted a reception
honoring Chief Justice Thomas Fitzgerald (center) Pictured
with the Justice from the left is State Rep. Franco Coladipietro; JMLS Board of Trustees President Leonard Amari,
State Rep. Dennis Reboletti; and JMLS Vice President
Umberto Davi.
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Dinner at Fiorentino’s is always a good idea!
The Hynes, Amari and Locallo families recently
dined with Consul General of Italy Alessandro Motta
and his wife, Sandrina (seated), at the restaurant at
2901 N. Ashland Avenue. Also pictured is Francesca
Fiorentino’s (far right), the wife of our brother Steve
Fiorentino, who runs this wonderful authentic Sicilian
restaurant along with their son, Steve.

Our friend, past president and retired Circuit
Court Judge Bruno Tassone, sends us this photograph taken at a recent event, from left: (standing)
past President Joseph Bisceglia, Judge Tony Iosco,
Richard Caldarazzo, and past President Frank
DeSalvo. (seated) Bruno Tassone, Mike Martazzi and
Mark Becker.

Guess who, and guess where?
Past Justinian president and current ISBA 3rd Vice
President John G. Locallo at a recent event in Springfield
pictured with Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan.

From the Archives
Mark Wojcik Concludes Long Tenure on ABA
News Board
Mark E. Wojcik, a member of the ISBA Board of
Governors, and career Justinian, has completer his
tenure as editor-in-chief of the international Law News,
a publication of the American Bar Association Section of
International Law.
A professor at The John Marshall Law School,
Wojcik has served on the section’s editorial board for
eight years and risen from casenotes editor to deputy
editor to the leadership role.
From left, Rick Felice, 3rd Vice President Katherine
Amari, 2nd Vice President Cristina Mungai and Mark
Wojcik at the Justinian cocktail reception on Friday
afternoon during the ISBA mid-year meeting.

From left, Joseph Bisceglia, past president; the late
Judge P.A. “Buck” Sorrentino, accepting his Justinian
Society “Award of Excellence”; Hon. Gloria Coco, past
resident; and retired Justice of the Illinois Appellate
Court, Dom Rizzi.

Incoming President Don Storino met with past
President John Locallo, 3rd vice president Katherine
Amari and Executive Director Nina Albano Vidmer to
begin planning his year as Justinian President.

LAW CLERKS AND SECRETARY
POSITIONS WANTED.
We always have a number of
resumes of law students at local law
schools seeking law clerk positions.
There are also a couple people
looking for secretarial/assistant
positions in a law firm setting, most
with previous experience in a law
office.
Please contact the Editor,
Leonard F. Amari, at lfa@amari-locallo.
com or #312-255-8550 if you are
interested.

Justinian past presidents: from left, Sam Tornatore,
Umberto Davi, Hon. Gloria Coco and Anthony Ferraro.
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ISBA MIDYEAR MEETING
From left, Justinian Treasurer Gregg Garofalo,
Justice Moses W. Harrison and his lovely wife
Vito
DeCarlo,
Anita DeCarlo and Justinian President
Sharon.
Mauro Glorioso.

Past President Umberto Davi pictured with his
son Dion Davi and granddaughter at the Assembly
meeting.

From left, Mauro Glorioso, Joe Bisceglia, Lake
County Justice Mary Seminara Schostok and Gregg
Garofalo at the Friday afternoon luncheon.

Judge Robert Bertucci and President Mauro
Glorioso at the cocktail party.
From left, John Thies, Justice Harrison and
Gregg Garofalo.

From left, ISBA President Jack Carey, past
Justinian president Joseph F. Locallo, Jr., and Justice
Harrison.
Photo left: From left, Joe Bisceglia,
Mauro Glorioso, Justice Moses Harrison
and Gregg Garofalo.

Photo right: There was a great turnout
of past presidents at the Illinois State Bar
Association’s Annual Past Presidents'
breakfast.
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Past ISBA presidents Joseph Bisceglia and
Leonard Amari pictured with with Justice Thomas
Fitzgerald (center), at the Assembly meeting.

From left, Cindy O’Keefe, Rick Felice,
Katherine Amari and ISBA 2nd Vice President Mark
Hassakis.

Miscellanea
By: Leonard F. Amari
Congratulations to
Sherri M. Arrigo and
Anthony M. Pinto on
being named equity partners at Donohue, Brown,
Mathewson & Smyth
LLC. Arrigo handles
commercial litigation and
the defense of professional negligence claims
and disciplinary actions
against hospitals, physicians and attorneys.
Pinto focuses on defending medical negligence
claims against physicians, hospitals and nursing
homes. He also handles product liability claims
and premises liability claims. To work for and
with our brother, Don Brown, these folks must
be talented.
Kane County State’s Attorney John A.
Barsanti has been elected to the Board of
Governors of the Illinois Office of the State’s
Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor. The board has a
membership of 10 state’s attorneys who govern
the agency’s functions.
Kane County Assistant State’s Attorney
Salvatore LoPiccolo Jr. has been named 1st
assistant state’s attorney in Boone County.
LoPiccolo, who has been with the Kane County
Prosecutor’s office since 1988, most recently
was assigned to the priority prosecution unit,
which handles violent and high-profile crimes.
Congratulations to Brett J. Natarelli, who
was recently sworn into the Illinois bar, on being named a new associate at Dykema, Gossett
PLLC. He will focus his practice on litigation,
particularly consumer financial matters.
President Honorable Cheryl Cesario and
Chair Katherine Amari, will be hosting the 2009
John Marshall Alumni Association’s Freedom
Award and Distinguished Service Awards
Luncheon at the Palmer House on May 15 This
year’s Freedom Award recipient is State’s Attorney Anita Alverez. Our Distinguished Service
Awards will be presented to Marshall Auerbach,
Merilyn Brown, Professor Joseph Butler, Scott
Guetzow and Past President, Russell Hartigan.
To purchase tickets, please contact Katherine
Amari at (312) 255-8550.

Past president,
the highly respected
Antonio M. Romanucci, a partner at
the Chicago injury
firm of Romanucci
& Blandin, LLC,
has been elected
and installed for a
two-year term as
first vice president of the Joint
Civic Committee
of Italian Americans (JCCIA). The JCCIA, an
independent non-profit association dedicated to
preserving Italian American heritage, serves as
a congress for more than 65 Italian American
organizations. Tony joins many Justinians who
have previously been the head of this hub organization of all the Chicagoland Italian American
associations and clubs, including Tony Fornelli,
Steve Fiorentino and others.
Romanucci works tirelessly as a member of
numerous professional and civic organizations.
He is a board member of the American Association for Justice. He founded and served for
seven years as board president of the Midwest
Brain Injury Clubhouse, providing guidance and
leadership to help the organization grow. He is
also a past president of the Knapp Burn Foundation, The Justinian Society of Lawyers and the
Greater Barrington Area Lawyer's Guild. He is
extremely active in the Workers Compensation
Lawyer's Association, Illinois Trial Lawyers Association, Illinois State Bar Association and the
Chicago Bar Association.
Congratulations to the highly respected
former Cook County State’s Attorney Richard
Devine upon joining the prestigious litigation
firm of Meckler, Bulger, Tilson, Marick & Pearson, LLP. His function will be to head the litigation department of this outstanding and highly
impacting firm not only in this legal community
but on a national basis. We wish Dick luck in his
new position.

Midway Airport Concessionaires Premier
Restaurant Group (MAC One Midway, LLC)
announced it has appointed Matthew T. Dattilo
as its general counsel. Dattilo will provide dayto-day legal counsel and assist with the strategic
management of the company.
Congratulations to Joann Angarola on
being appointed shareholder at Johnson & Bell,
Ltd. Ms. Angarola concentrates her practice in
civil litigation defense and administrative law.
Her litigation experience includes commercial
disputes involving contract and antitrust issues,
land use matters challenging the constitutionality of zoning ordinances, personal injury defense,
products liability, and employment law cases.
She joins many other Justinians at Johnson &
Bell, including (soon-to-be) President-Elect
Cristina Mungai, Joe Marconi, Anthony M.
DeVito, Victor J. Pioli, Joseph B. Carini III,
Gregory D. Conforti and Joseph F. Spitzzeri.
Congratulations to Ronald A. DiCerbo
upon being elevated to the board of directors
at McAndrews, Held & Malloy Ltd. DiCerbo
focuses on patent litigation, trademark and
copyright prosecution and litigation, trade
secrets, unfair competition, licensing, clearance
investigation and analysis, trademark oppositions and cancellations, and product development and acquisition.
Schiller, DuCanto & Fleck LLP has named
Jessica Bank Interlandi as partner and has
added Thomas F. Villanti as an associate. Congratulations to them in their new positions. Of
course, our distinguished past President Celia
Guzaldo Gamrath is a partner with the firm.
Congratulations to brother Michael D.
Monico on being honored with a Lifetime
Achievement Award presented to him by
President Carol Brooks on behalf of the Illinois
Association of Criminal Defense lawyers.

Congratulations to Brad E. Rago on being
elected partner in the Chicago offices of Barnes
& Thornburg LLP. He will be joining their
litigation department.
Richard Devine (center) pictured at the Justinian
headquarters with past presidents Joseph F. Locallo,
Jr. and Leonard Amari.

Carol Brooks and Michael Monico.
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Julia A. Pucci, along with Benedict
Schwartz II and Sharon O’Hara, has formed the
family law firm of Schwartz, O’Hara & Pucci at
303 W. Main St., West Dundee, IL 60118, #847428-7725, www.dundeelaw.com.

Congratulations to Vesna Marusic of Amari & Locallo, and her husband Tony, upon the
birth of their first child. Iva Marusic was born
on March 10, weighing 8 lbs, 9 oz, and was 20
1/2 inches long. Both mom and baby are happy
and healthy! Photo below.

Congratulations to Justinian Newsletter
staff member, and past president of the Lake
County Justinian chapter, Michael J. Ori of
Waukegan upon being named Outstanding
Young Lawyer by the Lake County Bar Association during its President’s Award Dinner on February 27 at Knollwood Country Club in Lake
Forest. Of course, Mike is the son of the late
esteemed Judge Ben Ori, founder of the Lake
County Justinian chapter – the fruit doesn’t fall
far from the tree. Ben would be so proud.

and Steve were able to establish that the nursing home staff violated the standard of care by
failing to report that the resident had vomited
coffee ground emesis and by failing to send the
resident to the hospital in a timely fashion.
Congratulations to James DeAno for successfully defending his client against allegations
that his client violated the Fair Housing Act. The
allegations against his client were that his client
inappropriately denied the Plaintiff’s application to convert property into an assisted living
facility. James successfully maintained that the
property was intended to be kept as undeveloped
open space. A not guilty verdict was reached.

Congratulations to member Joe Fortunato
and his lovely wife (Judge) Linda Davenport
have their first grandchild Lily, Kalani Beyer,
born March 11. Photo below.

Congratulations to Regina Picone Etherton on a $325,000 settlement for her client who
fell and injured his shoulder while crossing the
street. The injury wasn’t noticed until later in
the afternoon on the day of the accident, when
he was diagnosed with a fractured humerus.
There was no police report or witnesses to the
incident, however plaintiff contended that the
defendant cab driver was negligent when he
failed to yield the right of way, disobeyed required traffic signals, did not properly signal his
left-turn, and operated his vehicle at an unsafe
speed resulting in their collision.

Michael Ori pictured with his family and Katherine
Amari and Leonard Amari at a recent event at the
John Marshall Law School.

Congratulations to Nicholas Loizzi of
Loizzi Law Offices on a $2.5 million verdict in
a medical malpractice case in Cook County.

The Cook County Bar Association hosted
its monthly seminars on professional development during the past weeks. On March 25, Mary
F. Andreoni, administrative counsel at the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission,
addressed client trust accounts. These seminar
events are held at the Cook County Bar Offices
at 39 S. LaSalle St.

Congratulations to Frank DiBella on his
policy limits settlement of $1 million involving
a contractor who was controlling the “operative
details” in which the Plaintiff (subcontractor)
performed his work on the job. The Defendant/
contractor, his employer, constructed a 30x10
foot wall/frame which weighed approximately
750 lbs. The contractor directed the Plaintiff
to assist him and his employee with the lifting
of the wall. After a 1st attempt, the wall frame
came down and the Plaintiff told the contractor
that it was too heavy for 3 men. The Defendant/
contractor insisted that the Plaintiff assist him in
another attempt in which the wall/frame came
down, striking the back of the Plaintiff’s head,
fracturing his cervical spine, C-3 level. The case
is still pending with regards to the duty of the
homeowner.

Congratulations to Ferdinand P. Serpe
upon being installed as recording secretary at
the West Suburban Bar Association’s 67th annual Installation Gala reception and dinner on
February 21.
Congratulations to Marianne
Raimondi upon her
marriage to Marty
Cohen.
Congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs. John Fioti
upon the birth of
their second child,
CarolAnn Ida Fioti.
She was born December 24, 2008 at 11:38 pm
weighing 7lbs. 11oz. and 20 ½ inches long.
CarolAnn was named after her two nonna’s and
here two great-nonna’s.
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Verdicts & Settlements
By: Michael F. Bonamarte
Congratulations to
Mike DiBella upon his
settlement for a dram
shop in the amount
of $90,000, which
is near the statute of
limitations. The Alleged
Intoxicated Person
(AIP) went to a bar for
his own birthday party,
became intoxicated, and
upon leaving drove on
the left of the center line, striking the Plaintiff
who was riding a motorcycle. The Plaintiff
died as a result of the injuries sustained and
left behind two teenage daughters.
Congratulations to Michael Bonamarte
and Steven M. Levin of Levin & Perconti who
settled a case for $390,000 on behalf of the family of a nursing resident who died as result of
the nursing home’s failure to respond to signs
and symptoms of internal bleeding. Michael

Congratulations John Perconti of Levin &
Perconti on an $850,000 settlement on behalf of
a nursing home resident who suffered permanent cognitive defects as a result of the nursing
home’s failure to give appropriate medications.
The nursing home administered the diabetes
medications of the Plaintiff’s roommate to the
Plaintiff. Mr. Perconti was also able to uncover
the nursing home’s attempt to cover up the error.

Congratulations to Michael Salvi of Salvi,
Salvi & Wifler on a $500,000 settlement in an
automobile accident case. The defendant drive
suffered a hypoglycemic attack while driving
and drove into incoming traffic. The Plaintiff
suffered fractures and ligament damage.
Congratulations to Peter Panno of Hinshaw and Culbertson who obtained a not guilty
verdict on behalf of his client in a medical
malpractice case in Cook County. Peter successfully defended his client against allegations
that they negligently administered excessive
doses of Demerol and Phenergan.
Congratulations to Lou Cairo on $4.5
million settlement. Lou turned down $4 million
before ultimately resolving the case. Lou praised
the efforts of our dear friend, Judge Donald
Suriano who was instrumental in bringing the
parties together to achieve this very significant
result. The case involved a Local 1 Ironworker
that fell 11' off of a wall during construction
of an office building at the Queen of Heavens
Cemetery in Hillside in November of 2003.
The client, a 46 year old ironworker, sustained
several fractures, most notably a comminuted
heal fracture requiring multiple surgeries.
In another case, Lou Cairo and his partner,
Larry Ruder, settled a case for $1.8 million for
a Hispanic laborer who lost part of his arm in a
conveyor accident while he was servicing the
conveyor. One of Lou’s theories was that the
warnings were in English despite the fact that
the designer/owner of the conveyor knew that
non-English speaking laborers serviced the
conveyor system. The client could not read the
warnings and suffered a traumatic amputation
at the elbow.
Congratulations to Charles Poretta of
Cooney and Conway on a $651,986 verdict on
behalf of his clients for injuries sustained in an
automobile / pedestrian accident.
Congratulations to Mario C. Palermo of
Woodruff & Johnson on a $16,468 verdict in
a personal injury case. The Plaintiff was the
back seat passenger in a stopped car that was
rear-ended resulting in cervical and lumbar
strains that required chiropractic treatment.
Congratulations to John T. Gonnella on a
$36,489 verdict for his client when a Chicago
Fire Department ambulance on an emergency
run was broadsided by the defendant’s vehicle.
The ambulance driver cited soft tissue injuries
plus a bulging lumbrosacral disc.

Obituaries
By: Leonard F. Amari

✞ Corti, Susan M.

Our condolences to the family of Justinian
member Peter D. Corti on the passing of his
mother, Susan Corti of Randolph, NJ, who died
on Jan. 10 in Morristown Memorial Hospital in
Morristown, NJ. Born in Trenton, NJ.

✞ Reynolds, Frank R.

Our sympathies to our good friend and brother,
Richard Felice, upon the passing of his brother
Robert.

We join with our friend, Judge Jeanne Reynolds
and the Reynolds family in mourning the death
of Frank R. “Buddy” Reynolds, age 71 of Northbrook, beloved husband of Peggy, nee Dwyer;
loving father of Jeanne (Thomas R. Fallon),
Kevin F. Reynolds, Margaret M. Reynolds, Carrie R. (Robert) Armour and John G. (Michele)
Reynolds. Frank, who played in the backfield of
some terrific Notre Dame teams in the 50’s was
a highly respected lawyer and litigator.

✞ Furman, Jerry

✞ Thomas, August V.

✞ Felice, Robert

Our condolences to the family of out beloved
past president the Honorable Gloria Coco
upon the passing of her brother-in-law Jerry
Furman, father of Kimberly, a past Justinian
Scholarship recipient. Mr. Furman resided in
California; previously he served the City of
Chicago as a fire-fighter.

✞ Incandella, Giovanni

Our sympathies upon the passing of Giovanni
Incandella, father of Giullietta Incandella
Gemmellaro, Enzo and others. He is the former proprietor of The Sicily Restaurant on
Harlem Avenue.

We regret to inform of the passing of August V.
Thomas, father of Justice Robert R. Thomas of
the Illinois Supreme Court. Justice Thomas is
a fellow Italian American and has always been
a strong supporter of the Justinian Society. He
was awarded the first ever “Justinians of Justice
Equal Access Award.” Our prayers are with the
Thomas family.

✞ Watt, Marge

We join in mourning, with Marcia Tornatore,
the lovely wife of past president Sam Tornatore,
upon the passing of her mother, Marge Watt, a
resident of the State of Oregon.

✞ Higgins, John R. (Jack)

Our condolences to the family of member Rich
Pellegrino upon the passing of John R. (Jack)
Higgins, father-in-law of Rich and father of
his wife, Peggy.

✞ Iovino, Steve J.

Our condolences to the family of Stephenie
Fontenot upon the death of her father, Steve
J. Iovino. The Fontenot-Iovino family is in
our prayers.

✞ Miroballi, Frances C.

We extend our sympathies to the family of
past president Celia Guzaldo Gamrath upon
the death of her aunt “Frannie”, nee Guzaldo.
Devoted mother of John (Diane), Tony and
Gina Marie (Rocco) Armocida; dear sister of
Michael (Joan) Guzaldo; dear grandmother
of Nicolette and Graciella Miroballo, Mario,
Giovanni and Francesca Armocida. She left
her family at too young of an age.

✞ Rathje, Margaret

Our sympathies are extended to our good
friend, retired Justice of the Illinois Supreme
Court, Louis S. Rathje and his wonderful wife,
Dr. Maria Rosa Costanzo, upon the death of
the family matriarch, Margaret Rathje, nee
Peironnet, 98. Beloved wife of the late Judge
Bertram E. Rathje and loving mother of Suzanne Block, Margot (Richard) Moenning,
and the late Linda (William) Barnes and Louis
(the late Peter) Boecker; proud grandmother
of 12; dear great-grandmother of 26.

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 21 Installation of Officers
Gibson’s
1028 North Rush Street
Chicago
For Reservations and online payment,
please go to www.justinians.org

Office Space for Rent
Some of our members have office
space to lease: downtown, near north,
suburbs, etc. If interested please contact the newsletter editor for details.
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