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President's Message

Wow! My year
as president of
our beloved Society is almost
over. I can still
remember when
my friend, John
Sciaccotta,
nominated me
to be Secretary.
He said that it
would go fast,
and it went by in
a flash. In fact, as you read this newsletter a
new slate of officers will have been slated to
serve the Society. This slate of officers will be
installed on Thursday May 20th at Gibson’s
in Chicago. This is always a fabulous event
and I hope my fellow Justinian Society friends
and family will join me to congratulate our
new president, Cristina Mungai, and her officers. I know Cristina will make an excellent
president as she already has demonstrated
great leadership as vice president.
I couldn’t have asked for a better or more
successful year, and it wouldn’t have been
possible without the help of the officers,
past presidents, law students and the countless other members that make the Justinian
Society of Lawyers a success. I would like
to offer a special debt of gratitude to Nina
Albano Vidmer and Leonard Amari. As Nina
has done for many presidents before me, she
makes the president look good and works
tirelessly to ensure the Society and its events
run smoothly. Brother Leonard, your advice
and counsel during my tenure was essential
to my success, but mostly thank you for your
years of dedicated service to both the Justinian Society and the legal profession. Finally,
special thanks to my own family for their love
and support during my six-year journey from
secretary to president.

Editor:
Leonard F. Amari
Associate Editor:
Katherine A. Amari
O'dell

This year exuded the true spirit of the Justinian Society of Lawyers. An ethnic bar association
dedicated to helping those less fortunate, helping
each other, and collectively working to preserve and
protect the traditions and values of our heritage and
profession. I was so proud of our Society by the over
whelming support for the people of Haiti after that
country’s terrible tragedy. When Justinian’s come
together to provide help to those less fortunate our
Society grows stronger, and this was further evident
at the Children’s Endowment Fund dinner in March.
Thanks to Tony Romanucci for his leadership.
Following Lent and Easter, ask each of you to
reflect on why the Justinian Society of Lawyers is
important to you. When I first joined the Society, I
loved it because it embodied my two favorite things;
being Italian and being a lawyer, but as I grew the
Society grew with me. The Justinian Society of
Lawyers is not just about being an Italian lawyer,
it’s about family, education, and charity. More accurately, it is important to each of us for different
reasons, regardless the reason, the Justinian Society
is something to be treasured.
I have one final appeal as president. The membership is the lifeblood of our Society. I implore each
of you find at least one new member to join the
Society or find an “old” member to return to the
Society and see how we have grown. Ask these
people not only to join the Society, but attend an
upcoming event and truly experience the Justinian
Society of Lawyers.
It has been the greatest honor of my professional
career to serve as President of the Justinian Society
of Lawyers and grazie mille to each of you for your
love and support of me this past year. You are all in
my heart forever.
Remember those most important to us, and those
less fortunate than us; for this is what it means to
be a Justinian.
God Bless you and your families.
- Donald J. Storino II
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Dear Katherine:
Thanks so much
for including Rachel’s
birth announcement
in the latest Justinian
newsletter!
— Susan Lewers
(Former) Executive
Director IBF

Susan Lewers, left, with ISBA Past President Irene
Bahr and Justinian Past President Celia Gamrath.

Dear Katherine,
Thank you for the kind note and the mention in
the Justinian Newsletter. Your thoughtfulness is
most appreciated. My regards to your dad. See
you soon.
— Judge Mark J. Ballard
		
Dear Ms. Amari,
I am in receipt of the latest issue of the Justinian
Society Newsletter that you sent to me last week.
I did indeed enjoy reading the issue, and learning
more about the Justinians.
Interestingly, the day I received the newsletter
from you I had an appointment with Anthony
Ferraro, who contributed a piece for the same
issue of the newsletter.
I look forward to meeting you and seeing your
father again.
— Michael A. Pagano
		 Dean University of Illinois at Chicago

Michael Pagano and Alderman Fioretti (right).
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Letters to the Editor
By: Katherine Amari O'Dell

Mr. Amari,
I do not have your daughter Katherine’s e-mail
address, so I was hoping you could thank her for me.
I just received a wonderful letter and the Newsletter
from her, pointing me towards the fantastic article
you wrote about my grandfather. I am sure my
grandfather (Paul Davies) will be thrilled with your
kind words and I appreciate you and Katherine
thinking of me and sending the article my way. I
hope all is well with both of your families and please
remember that if you ever need anything, I am only
a quick phone call away.
		 — Frank Callero
			 3L, Loyola School of Law

Dear Katherine,
Thank you for sending me a copy of the Winter
2009-2010 Justinian Society Newsletter. It was
another excellent issue!
— Chief Judge James F. Holderman
		 United States District Court

Dear Katherine:
What an impressive trio of distinguished barristers
on page 20 of the Justinian Society Newsletter!
Thanks for sending - I’ll enjoy reading it.
		 — Gerald E. Berendt
Irene Bahr, Paula Holderman, Judge James Holderman, Judge Cheryl Cesario, and Judge Sophia Hall.
			 Professor of Law, JMLS
Katherine,
I just wanted to thank you for sending me a copy Dear Katherine,
I would like to thank the Justinians for their
of the Justinian Society Newsletter that mentions
my involvement in the iPCS transaction. It was a support and nice note of congratulations.
I was honored to have won the Democratic
very pleasant surprise. You and your staff should
be commended for the great product you produce primary election for the South Vacancy, Illinois
(and the extensive research you obviously do to Appellate Court, and I look forward to further
put it together). It really is a wonderful newsletter. serving the public and the judicial system. I will
And it’s clear that the Illinois chapter is thriving and strive to fulfill the responsibilities and duties with
doing some really great things. The newsletter has fairness, integrity and humility.
— Judge Mary Katherine Rochford
really peaked my interest. (I grew up in Erie, PA in
a large family that took (takes) its Italian heritage
very seriously!) Does new membership in the society Katherine,
At the last Justinian dinner, I was privileged to
require a sponsor? Any additional information on
the society and membership would be greatly sit with Tony Romannuci, Judge Bob Bertucci,
Steven Komie, John Locallo, Tom Batista and
appreciated. Grazie mille!
was introduced to Fred Bates, who was there to
— Michael A. Serafini
accept a grant from the Society on behalf of Bear
		 Mayer Brown LLP
Necessities Pediatric Cancer Foundation. Fred
and I bonded, as we both put our careers on hold
to address our children's needs - although Fred's
Dear Katherine,
Thank you so very much for the copy of the story is certainly more compelling than mine. Our
Winter Justinian Society newsletter and pointing Rotary Club had been looking for someone to honor
out the picture of me and the news announcing with a Paul Harris Fellowship Award (for 'Service
above Self'), and after our dinner, Fred came to
the opening of my law firm on page 22.
Thank you so very much for thinking of me. I am mind as the perfect candidate. Our club embraced
grateful for your friendship as well as for being a his candidacy and Fred humbly accepted and will
be honored at our event on April 16. In a round
member of this wonderful organization.
of emails between Fred thanking me and those
— Lori G. Levin
who introduced us and those he felt were more
deserving, Antonio acknowledged the pride he
feels in being a Justinian. He asked me to share
my response to him:
"It's funny how things run full circle. It was
having you [Antonio] speak at our Rotary Club's

Continued, letters

Networking Event that made me feel the same
way about being a part of the Justinians and got
me to renew my membership - which caused me
to be at the event where I met Fred. Since joining
the Justinians, years ago (it was Rico's year as
President - I was invited by Jim Morici) I have felt
that it was a group of lawyers that helped each of
us be our own best self. I am thrilled that my role
as President of Rotary Club of Chicago Far North
has afforded me the opportunity to showcase and
honor Justinians and their friends."
If you feel this is appropriate to add to the
Newsletter, please feel free to use it.
Hope all is well for you and your family. Best
wishes for a Happy Easter.
— Erica Crohn Minchella

From left: Mike Favia, Gloria Coco, Erica Minchella,
and Jon DeMoss

Dear Katherine,
Thank you and the Justinians so much for the
beautiful mass card and your prayers.
— Jack, Linda & The Pecoraro Family

Help wanted!
We always have a number of
resumes of young lawyers and
law students at local law schools
seeking law clerk positions.
There are also individuals looking
for secretarial or assistant positions in a law firm setting, most
with previous experience in a law
office.
Please contact the Editor, Leonard
F. Amari if you are interested at
lfa@amari-locallo.com or #312255-8550.

Justinian News

March Report:
By: Gregg A. Garofalo

The March meeting is always such
a great event with
Spring on the horizon, and Luxbar has
become one of our
favorite venues for
this meeting with its
lively atmosphere
and outstanding cuisine. As always, we
had a great number
of VIPs attend the meeting including past
presidents Antonio Romanucci, Richard Caldorazzo, Umberto Davi, Tom Battitsta, John
Locallo, Bruno Tassone, Lisa Marino, Michael
Favia, Mauro Glorioso and Jim Morici. Also
in attendance were the Honorable Patrice Ball
Reed (who never misses a meeting) and the
Honorable Charles Porcellini.
This was an extra special dinner meeting
as Past President Romanucci on behalf of the
Justinian Society Children’s Endowment Fund
Foundation awarded two grants in the amount
of the $2,500. The first grant was presented to
Bear Necessities Pediatric Cancer Foundation
and accepting the grant was Frederick H. Bates,
a director with the organization. Bear Necessities Pediatric Cancer Foundation is a national
organization whose mission is to eliminate
pediatric cancer and to provide hope and support to those who are touched by it, and the
organization is run and operated out its main
office in Chicago. The organization helps to
provide simple things to pediatric patients and
families such as games to play in the hospital
and transportation and parking for the families.
Mr. Bates spoke about many of the other benefits
of the organization described the three main
programs for which the grant may be applied.
He expressed his sincerest thanks for the grant,
and we were happy to have had the opportunity
to break bread with him.
Presented by Past President Favia, the second
grant was award to Illinois Eye Institute and accepting the award was Dr. Leonard Messner, the
Executive Director. The Illinois Eye Institute is
one of the nation’s leading clinics and research
centers focusing expressly on eye care. Located
on south Michigan Avenue in Chicago, the Illinois Eye Institute treats thousands of patients
for vision correction and eye disease. Care is
provided to patients of all ages and the institute
is one of the nation’s leading educational centers
training eye care professionals from all over the
world. Dr. Messner’s comments were very brief
in expressing his many thanks of the Justinians
and our grant.

From left: First Vice President, Cristina Mungai,
President of the Women’s Bar Association, Patrice
Ball-Reed and Past President, Mauro Glorioso.

From left: Russell Hartigan, Cristina Mungai, Past
President Jim Morici and Matteo Rago.

Past President John Locallo (left) and Fred Bates
of Bear Necessities Pediatric Cancer Children’s
Charity.

After the presentation, Past President Favia
made a challenge to all of those in attendance
to dig deep into their pockets and make an
additional gift to either of the programs. Like
the true gentleman and outstanding Justinian,
Brother Favia made an additional $100 donation!
After dinner, many of us stayed and shared a
glass of “vino” and more stories.

Page 3

February Report:
By: Michael DiNatale
With the Winter Olympics in full swing, a
number of dedicated athletes came out February 25 for the Justinian Bocce Tournament at
the Mazzini Verde Club in Franklin Park. Once
again the law school chapters came out in full
force for this event resulting in a friendly mix
of students, practicing attorneys and some
Mazzini Verde regulars in the competition.
As always the competition was fierce and
nothing—except dinner—could interrupt
the action. The dedication of the crowd was
evidenced by the large crowd of spectators still
present during the final round which ended at
11:00 p.m.
Phil Ferrari put on an Olympic themed
competition. The gold medal match pitted Team Tino of Enrico Mirabelli, Justin
Mirabelli, Jim LaScola, and Andie Crivolio
against The Negligents of Joe Cataldo, Carmen
Forte, Chase Gentile, and Nick Giordano on
a fast playing court. The Negligents jumped
out to a quick 7-0 lead, but Team Tino came
on strong in a final effort. With the game on
the line Team Tino made a play for multiple
points, but an unlucky ricochet resulted in a
victory for The Negligents.
The night was not without scoring controversy. In a semi-final match between The Negligents and Team Intervenors (Gabe Caporale,
Tiffany Arrot, Dean Jaeger, Vince Vidmer),
the officiating was called into question. With
The Negligents up 7-3, Team Intervenors was
awarded one point on a play, but Vidmer challenged that at least two points should have
been awarded and demanded a measurement.
No measurement was granted and the balls
were quickly kicked away so none could be
taken. No doubt this controversy will simmer until next year’s competition and result
in another enjoyable night of food, friends, a
few cocktails and bocce competition.

From left: Past President Lisa Marino, Jessica
DePinto, 2nd VP Katherine Amari O'Dell, 1st VP
Chrstina Mungai, and Secretary Anita DeCarlo.
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The winners and runners-up.

nucci, Lisa Marino, John Locallo, and Richard
Felice of the Dupage County Chapter.
The Lyons Township Award of Excellence was
presented to Richard Pellegrino by the Trustee
of Lyons Township Russ Hartigan. For many
years, Pellegrino has administered his own general law practice with a primary concentration
in personal injury representation. His extensive
public service includes a current board position
on the Pace Transportation Service Board, and
executive director of both the West Central Municipal Conference and the West Cook County
Solid Waste Agency. He served as the Mayor
of the Village of Indian Head Park from 1999
to 2007 and is a past commissioner of the Cook
County Sheriff's Police and Corrections Merit
Board. He served as an adjunct instructor of
Law and Latin at Nazareth Academy. For his
many contributions to the profession and to the
community he has been honored with this well
deserved award. Congratulations to Richard
Pellegrino!

Chapter Updates:
Lake County Report:
Enrico Mirabelli, left, with his son, Justino Mirabelli, a
1L at John Marshall Law School.

January Report:
By: Bill Davy
The Joint Chapter and Past Presidents’ meeting was
held on January 21
at the Rosewood
Restaurant in Rosemont. The meeting
was attended by
a great number of
judges, public officials, Justinian past
presidents and ISBA officers. Among those in
attendance were Justice James Smith, Judge
Anthony Iasco, Judge Jill Cerone Marisie and
Judge Pat Leston of Dupage. The meeting
was also attended by numerous public officials
including Peter Silvestri, Mayor of Elmwood
Park and Cook County Commissioner; Franco
Coladipietro, State Representative; Sam Tornatore, Trustee of Bloomingdale Township
and Russel Hartigan, Trustee of Lyons Township. The guest list of ISBA officers included
Mark Hassakis, president elect; John Locallo,
second vice president; John Theis, third vice
president; and Paula Holderman, 3rd vice
president elect.
As always, it is a pleasure to see our Justinian
past presidents attend the monthly meetings
in large numbers and the January meeting
was no exception. Present at the meeting was
Jim Morici, Celia Gazuldo Gamrath, Anthony
Ferraro, Michael Favia, Umberto Davi, Sam
Tornatore, Franco Coladipietro, Antonio Roma-

[Editor’s Note: We republish here a notice sent
out from the new President of our Lake County
Chapter, David R. Del Re, to their members and
for informational purposes. We look forward
to a great year with this new president and the
continuing growth and outstanding activities of
our Lake County Chapter.]
My name is David R. Del Re and I am the
president of the Justinian Society of ItalianAmerican Lawyers in Lake County, IL for
2010. I am excited for the upcoming year and
look forward to your participation in this great
society.
In the last six years, our Society has made
great strides and I look forward to continuing our
growth. In 2004, our Society incorporated with
the State of Illinois, increased our membership
from approximately 25 to over 70 practicing
attorneys and judges, and we have hosted a
number of social and professional events including bocce ball, Christmas parties, St. Joseph’s
Mass and dinner, the Red Mass, and our wine/
chocolate fundraiser to fund the Justinian Law
School Scholarship. With your generosity, the
Scholarship Fund consists of approximately
$2,500. This year, the Scholarship Committee
will prepare the application process and award
our first scholarship!
This year, we will celebrate a St. Joseph’s
Mass/dinner and our chapter will continue its
association with the Red Mass at Marytown in
Libertyville, Illinois. On September 16, 2010, I
will host our Wine and Chocolate Tasting at 6:30
p.m. at my home to further fund the scholarship
program. In addition, the annual Christmas party
will be held in December. This year, we plan on
conducting a one day service project as well.
I look forward to the opportunity to serve as
President of this great Society in 2010. I hope
that this letter finds each and every one of you
well and I hope each of you decides to participate
with our society this year and in the upcoming
years.

DuPage County Report:
By Dion Davi
On May 27,
2010, I will be
the 32nd person
to be installed as
president for the
DuPage County
Chapter of the Justinian Society of
Lawyers. I will
follow in the footsteps of such great
figures in our profession as Justice
Anthony Peccarelli, the inaugural president, the
late Honorable John Panegasser, the Honorable
Michael Galasso, Joseph Laraia, and Frank DeSalvo. I have had the great pleasure of serving
with recent presidents Sharon Knobbe, James
“Jay” Laraia, and Michael Calabrese. With their
guidance and commitment to our organization,
the DuPage Chapter has flourished in recent
years. My goal is to continue the legacy that
precedes me and do my best to nurture the
growth of our organization.
To that end, the schedule has been prepared for
the events that will occur during my term. The
first, of course, will be the 32nd Installation of
Officers and Scholarship Awards Dinner which
will be held on May 27th at Grotto in Oakbrook.
The food and celebration at this new venue
promises to be grand. After a short summer recess, the festivities will resume with the Family
Picnic on July 11th at Kelly Park in Wheaton.
Everyone is invited to bring their family and a
dish to share while enjoying a relaxed Sunday
afternoon at the child friendly park. Next on
the schedule is the Kick Off Cook Out newly
rescheduled for August 25th (though originally
scheduled for the 26th) at yours truly’s home. All
dues-paying members of the DuPage Chapter
are invited to enjoy a casual evening consuming
mass quantities of sausage and peppers donated
by Joseph Mirabella and Jay Laraia.
This will lead us to “the event” of the millennium’s first decade…the 20th Annual Cancer
Charity Ball. This year’s Ball promises to top all
past years (which will be a great feat given the
talent that has been displayed over the last two
years) and will push to be the biggest contributing year ever. The theme is “20 for 20”and the
goal is to raise $20,000 to donate to the research
and treatment of cancer for the 20th anniversary
of the event. This is an attainable goal if every
brother and sister from every chapter of our
organization makes a contribution. The Ball is
scheduled for September 24, 2010; however,
the date and location are being confirmed as
this article is being typed so pencil in the date
and watch your mailbox (electronic and postal)
for details.
Since the Cancer Ball is going to be so spectacular, everyone will be give a break for the
holidays but the festivities will gear up again
come January 6, 2011 for the New Year’s Dinner at Clara’s in Woodridge. The food will be
tasty and plentiful as those of you who braved
this year’s winter storm (and there were quite

a few who did) can attest too. And as we thaw
out from the Chicago freeze, the Annual St.
Joseph’s Day Dinner will occur on March 14,
2011 at Amalfi’s in Bloomingdale. For those
that attended the event just the other week,
you know that Frankie puts on quite a spread
for us every year.
My term as president is scheduled to end on
May 24, 2011 when Todd Scalzo will take the
helm. The 33rd Annual Installation of Officer
and Scholarship Dinner will occur on that evening at a location yet to be determined. The night
will mark the end of my journey as a leader in our
great organization but, hopefully, I will be able
to leave a legacy that will honor the greatness
of Presidents Peccarelli, Panegasser, Galasso,
Laraia, and DeSalvo, just to name a few. I hope
that you will join me during my term. I promise
I will do everything in my power and ability to
make it a memorable year. So, please, join me
on my journey. Ciao~
(To ensure that you receive notices about
these and any other events hosted by the DuPage
Chapter, please email me at DionDaviLaw@
comcast.net or call 630-665-7300.)

Law School Updates:
By: Michael Pisano
Past Events
The John Marshall
Student Chapter
began the spring
semester with a
traditional Sunday dinner. The
dinner was hosted
at Paul’s Pizza
in Westchester,
owned by the father of John Marshall Justinian,
Anthony Gatuso.
The student chapter also hosted a successful
fundraiser at Rebel Bar & Grill in an effort to
raise money for the annual Meatball Madness
competition.
Bocce Ball
As always, law students from various schools
came out in great numbers to compete in the
annual Bocce Ball tournament. Unfortunately
the students could not overcome the skill of the
attorneys, but John Marshall Justinian’s Justino
Mirabelli and Andi Crivolio helped their team
take second place.
Justinians in the Classroom
Students from The John Marshall and DePaul
student chapters were privileged to receive a
visit from Justinian Rich Caldarazzo. In addition to providing lunch, Rich provided students
with an insight on how the present real estate
market has been evolving in this economy
and how young lawyers should respond to

From left: Current Chairman Matt Kellam; Coordinator Diana Bosnjak, Co-Chair Tanya Sinclair, and
Co-Chair Mike Pisano.

this changing market. We want to thank Rich
for donating his time to young Justinians and
providing practical advice.
Mentoring
Two Justinian Mentoring Group students recently made a splash in the Moot Court world.
Jordan Phillips won Best Brief and finished as a
Semi-Finalist in John Marshall's Herzog Competition, an appellate advocacy competition held
each semester at the school. Matt Kellam was
one of three students to represent John Marshall
at the Moot Court National Championship. The
tournament, held in Houston, was comprised of
teams from the top 16 Moot Court law schools
in the nation. Kellam and his teammates won
the National Championship, arguing before U.S.
Fifth Circuit justices in the final round.
There will be a changing of the guard at the
Chair position for John Marshall's Justinian
Society Mentoring Group. Tanya Sinclair and I
were hand-picked by the group's leader, Leonard
Amari, to serve as Co-Chairs for the 2010-11
academic years. Sinclair and I will lead a group
that mentors about 25 first-year students at
John Marshall, taking over for Matt Kellam,
who will graduate in May. We follow in the
shoes of Justinians who have helped to grow
the mentoring group and are now doing very
well in their respective fields. Vince Vidmer
chaired the mentoring group at its outset and is
currently working at Marino & Assoc., P.C. as
an associate attorney focusing on land use and
zoning, real estate tax appeals, and litigation.
Catie Locallo is currently an associate at Robbins, Schwartz, Nicholas, Lifton & Taylor, LTD
where she practices labor and employment law.
I would like to thank Vince, Catie, and Matt for
volunteering their time to help transform what
was once an informal group of law students to a
mentoring group that is respected for the actual
results that it produces—successful law student
and soon-to-be successful lawyers.
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Lawyer as Detective - Sexual Harrassment Investigations
By: Margherita M. Albarello
It was a hot humid
afternoon, the kind
when the Cubs blow
a 5 to 2 lead in the
top of the ninth. I was
wearing my lightblue double-worsted
blouse, black pumps,
and black pencil
skirt with back-slit
detail. The Blue Line
was rumbling past
my law office and
I was wondering
whether the horse fly on my window was going to sit still long enough for me to swat it to
kingdom-come with the Law Bulletin my partner
just dropped off. I could hardly hear the phone
ringing over the racket, but I knew it meant
trouble.
I’ve represented employees and employers
in and outside the courtroom for over 20 years.
Because of my experience in workplace discrimination, I also am hired by employers and
their attorneys as an independent investigator
of workplace harassment. In other words, I
get to play detective (hence, my salute to Raymond Chandler). Our Supreme Court has made
abundantly clear that when faced with a sexual
harassment complaint, an employer must conduct
a prompt, thorough investigation and take appropriate remedial action based upon the results
of that investigation. When properly conducted,
the investigation can protect employers from
liability. The same rules apply to other types of
workplace harassment.
Employers or their attorneys often retain a
qualified outside investigator with no ties to
the employer in order to avoid claims by the
defense that the investigator was biased and
the investigation a sham. An attorney of the law
firm that represents the employer may have his
neutrality challenged. Messy issues of attorneyclient privilege also can arise, and the law firm’s
ability to represent the employer if litigation
ensues may be challenged.
The object of the employer’s workplace investigation is to find out what really happened. The
employer must procure reliable facts so that it can
make an informed decision about what remedial
steps, if any, need to be taken. The adequacy
and fairness of the employer’s remedial action
depends on the investigator’s ability to expose
the truth. Only then can employer’s counsel
make proper recommendations to the employer
concerning the form of disciplinary actions to
be taken. Remember, the investigation must
be unbiased and thorough in order to cloak the
employer with protection. Does the investigator
have the legal knowledge and skills to identify
and ask key questions of the witnesses? Is the
investigator a good listener, courteous, nonthreatening, but able to ask the tough questions
and stand up to bullies? Does the investigator
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have the ability to gain the confidence of the
witnesses? To challenge them in a respectful
manner and treat them in a non-judgmental way,
but with a firm hand?
The following investigation guidelines are
written from the viewpoint of the retained
investigator, after the employer or its attorney
has determined the need for an investigation.
PREPARATION
• Establish the scope of your investigation.
Prepare and obtain a signed engagement letter.
• Establish the attorney-client privilege at the
outset of the investigation.
• Establish protocol regarding communications
with the employer or witnesses employed by
the employer. Consider prohibiting all e-mail
communications between you and the company
and its employees in order to reduce E-discovery
nightmares in litigation.
• Investigate before you meet with witnesses.
Understand everything you can about the alleged
conduct, the people involved, and the culture of
the employer. Review available evidence. Obtain
the employer’s harassment policy (hopefully, it
has one) and determine how it has been published
in the workplace (the policy is worthless if it
is not made known to those it is designed to
protect).
• Identify witnesses based upon present understanding of facts and determine the order in
which to conduct interviews.
• Contact witnesses, introduce yourself, describe the nature of your assignment, explain
that you are an independent investigator who has
been retained by the company, that you are not
representing the witness, and ask the witness to
sit for an in-person interview at a firm date and
time. If the witness refuses to be interviewed,
document the refusal and the reason.
DURING THE INTERVIEWS
• Interview each witness separately.
• Look and act professional. Do not show any
leanings toward any side.
• Ask the witness to call you if after the interview she remembers additional information,
needs to clarify or recant anything, or has any
questions.
• Present the witness with a statement disclosing your role and his acknowledgment that he is
submitting voluntarily to the interview. This can
avoid claims of false imprisonment, duress, etc.
Explain the purpose of the interview and your
role as an independent fact-finder. Emphasize
that the company takes complaints seriously and
is investigating the charges, including interviewing all potential witnesses in compliance with
policy. Reaffirm that you are not representing
the witness and that the statements made by the
witness to you are not protected by an attorneyclient privilege.
• Advise the witness not to discuss the content
of the interview with anyone else.
• Explain that retaliation will not be tolerated
and that the witness should contact you imme-

diately if retaliation is suspected.
• Ask open-ended questions and listen. Use
silence to your advantage.
• Take very good notes; write down key phrases
verbatim using quotation marks.
• Gets dates, times, places, and the names and
contact information of other witnesses.
• Dig deep for fine details. Don’t be embarrassed
to ask about where, how many times, the degree
and nature of the contact.
• Explore the effect of the alleged harassment
(psychological, emotional, financial).
• Establish whether the witness has any physical or other evidence of the incidents Collect
documents from witness.
• Determine whether the witness is aware of
company anti-harassment and reporting policies.
• Ask the complainant if she can continue to
work with the alleged harasser.
• Ask the complainant what she would like the
company to do.
• Do not give your opinion about the credibility
of other witnesses, whether or not you think the
conduct in question amounts to harassment,
etc.
• Tell the witness that you will prepare a summary of the interview, provide the witness with
a copy, and allow the witness to correct any
statements and add additional information.
• Establish that you can contact the witness after
the interview if you have further questions.
INTERVIEW RESULTS
• Cross-reference interview results with information developed from other interviews, verifying and confirming results where possible.
• Circle back to witnesses, and conduct second
interviews with the complainant or others if other
interviews or evidence raise new questions.
• Prepare detailed summaries of interviews,
including evidence provided by witnesses.
• Provide witnesses with a summary of the
interview and evidence provided, and confirmation that they have the right to make corrections
to the summary, etc.
• Make witness credibility determinations. Factors include bias, internal consistency, nonverbal
cues, details, plausibility of accounts, prior
misconduct, corroboration by others.
REPORT OF FINDINGS
• Prepare formal report to employer or counsel
for employer, including the timeline of material
events in the investigation (hopefully, this will
show that the employer moved with due speed
and conducted a thorough investigation after
becoming aware of the harassment complaint),
summary of allegations, investigator’s findings and credibility determinations, interview
summaries, credibility reports, and physical
evidence.
• Consistent with scope of engagement, follow
up with relevant witnesses to determine whether
harassment has stopped or retaliation is occurring.

Appealing an Administrative Ruling: The Basics
By: Joseph R. Marconi
The process for
pursuing administrative appeals often
confuses even the
most experienced
attorneys and may
result in missed
opportunities for
redress. This article
will provide a quick
overview of how to
approach appealing
an administrative
agency’s orders.
Administrative appeals are governed by the
Administrative Review Act, 735 ILCS 5/3-101,
et seq. ("ARA"). The ARA applies to judicial
review of all final decisions of any administrative
agency of the state, provided that the specific
act giving the particular agency its powers and
duties expressly adopts or references the ARA.
If the provisions of the ARA are not complied
with, the party may not judicially appeal the
final decision of an administrative agency.
Therefore, compliance with every aspect of the
ARA is essential.
One must file a complaint and issue a summons within thirty-five (35) days of service of
the administrative decision, so the decision to
appeal must be made quickly. Per the ARA,
the date of service is the date that the decision
is personally served upon a party, or when the
decision is deposited in the mail. The manner
of service may also be specified in the particular statute or act at issue in the administrative
hearing.
Unless otherwise specified by the act at issue,
the plaintiff may bring suit in any county where
1) any part of the administrative hearing was
held, 2) any subject matter involved is located,
or 3) any part of the transaction at issue arose.
The ARA requires the plaintiff to not only name
the administrative agency that made the ruling to
be appealed, but all parties to the administrative
proceeding. It is sufficient to name the director
or agency head instead of the administrative
agency.
Ultsch v. The Illinois Municipal Retirement
Fund, an Illinois Supreme Court case, demonstrates the severe consequences of failing to
name the administrative agency that made the
final administrative decision. 226 Ill.2d 169
(2007). In Ultsch, the plaintiff’s complaint
named the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund
but failed to name the Board of Trustees of the
Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund as a defendant. The Supreme Court of Illinois found that
the Board of Trustees was the administrative
agency that made the final decision, and because the plaintiff failed to name this entity, her
complaint failed to comply with the provisions
of the ARA and had to be dismissed. Further,
the fact that she failed to name the Board of
Trustees prevented her from amending her
complaint under the ARA to include the Board
of Trustees. Thus, the plaintiff could not appeal
the administrative decision.
The clerk of the court will serve the admin-

istrative agency by mailing a copy of the summons to the agency’s main office. The clerk of
the court also serves the defendants by mailing
a copy of the summons to the last known address of the defendants. In order to facilitate this
procedure, the plaintiff must file an affidavit with
the complaint stating the last known address of
each of the defendants.
The complaint must identify the decision
appealed and the portions of the record of the
underlying proceedings that must be filed by the
agency. The agency answers the complaint by
filing either an original or certified copy of the
entire record of proceedings. Unless otherwise
specified by the court, no other pleading or
answer is required by any of the other defendants.
The standard of review is whether the factual findings of the administrative ruling are
against the manifest weight of the evidence.
Davis Bancorp. Inc. v. The Board of Review
of the Department of Employment Security,
2009 Ill. App. LEXIS 592, at *12 (1st Dist.
2009). Where there are mixed questions of
fact and law at issue, the court will apply a
highly deferential standard and only reverse if
the decision is clearly erroneous, or when the
court has a “definite and firm conviction that a
mistake has been committed.” Id. at *13.
Once the case is presented to the court, it has
the power to:
1) stay the decision of the administrative
agency for good cause pending final disposition
of the case;
2) order an amendment, completion or filing
of the record of proceedings;
3) allow substitution of parties;
4) dismiss or realign parties;
5) affirm or reverse a decision in whole or in
part;
6) reverse and remand a decision with further
instructions;
7) remand a decision for obtaining additional
evidence, but not to obtain additional evidence
discovered after the administrative hearing;
8) enter judgment; and/or
9) enter a bond or lien on property where the
statute authorizes
The general practice and procedure for appealing an administrative agency’s final order is
set forth in 735 ILCS 5/3-101 et seq. However,
an attorney should always check the particular
statute or act violated that was the subject of
the administrative hearing for any specific
requirements that must be met. If not, the right
to appeal may be abrogated and the underlying
ruling would therefore stand.
[Editor’s Note: Joe is a shareholder of Johnson
& Bell, Ltd., and the chairman of the business
litigation/transaction group and co-chair of the
employment group. He gratefully acknowledges
the assistance of Johnson & Bell associate, Reiko
Satoh, Esq., for her assistance in the drafting
of this article.]

ELDER LAW UPDATE:
Don’t Go Broke in a Nursing Home: Top 7
Secrets for Surviving a Nursing Home

By: Anthony B. Ferraro
Armed with these
7 secrets, you’ll
be in a great position to protect your
hard earned savings
while gaining the
peace of mind that
comes with knowing the future of
yourself and your
loved ones is secure.
1. How to protect
the healthy spouse!
Because they don’t know the rules, many couples
become excessively impoverished by the first
spouse’s long term care costs. We can show
you how the rules allow you to actually spend
money to make the healthy spouse’s life better.
The rules are complex.
2. Why giving your stuff to your kids could
leave you broke, sick, and on the street! Make
sure you do it right – because doing it wrong
can have terrible consequences.
3. How to save money by transforming your
assets. Medicaid counts your money as either
available for care or exempt. You can convert
available assets into exempt money (that YOU
get to keep)!
4. Medicaid application timing is critical! It
may be hard to believe, but allowing a nursing
home case worker to help you fill out a simple
Medicaid application can cause you to lose thousands of dollars, and create a Medicaid penalty
because you applied too early. You must know
when you should apply for Medicaid.
5. How to avoid cruel and unusual punishment.
The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA) creates
a Medicaid ineligibility penalty for seniors who
give away their money to children, churches or
charities within 5 years of applying for Medicaid.
Learn how to avoid becoming broke, sick, and
on the street because you gave away assets in
the wrong way. Illinois will adopt DRA soon.
6. How to know if an annuity is really Medicaid
proof. Many financial advisors tout annuities
as being safe from Medicaid spend-down.
The truth is not so simple – you’ve got to get
past the hype. The Medicaid annuity rules are
critical to obtaining the right type of annuity for
Medicaid.
7. Learn how Veterans and spouses can receive hard to understand benefits for in home
or nursing home care. A wartime veteran and
spouse can receive up to $2000 for in home and/
or nursing home medical care.
Our job as Long Term Care Planning Attorneys
is to increase the quality of life of our clients,
not just to figure out who gets what after you
pass away.
If you should have any questions about these
materials and how they relate to your specific
situation, please don’t hesitate to give me a call
at 847-292-1220.

Page 7

TORT NOTES
ILLINOIS APPELLATE COURT DEFINES THE SCOPE OF A
PARTY’S OBLIGATION TO PRODUCE A WITNESS AT TRIAL
By: James J. Morici, Jr.
Morici, Figlioli & Associates
The Illinois Appellate Court, Fourth
District, recently ruled that Supreme Court
Rule 237(b) requires only that a party produce officers, directors, and employees of
the party at trial and does not require that a
party produce persons that are only “under
a party’s control.” White v. Garlock Sealing
Technologies, LLC, 2010 WL 528384 (4th
Dist. Feb. 8, 2010)
Space limitations prevent a complete
analysis of the White decision which involved two jury trials, post trial
motions, and two trips to the Appellate Court. What this short article
will do is provide the latest interpretation of the scope of Supreme Court
Rule 237(b) for practitioners contemplating using a Notice to Produce
a witness at trial from a corporate defendant.
In August 2002, Mrs. White sued Garlock and several other defendants
for the wrongful death of her husband, Don R. White. White alleged
that Garlock was responsible for her husband’s death because, while
employed at a power plant, her husband’s duties required him to perform
work the exposed him to asbestos-containing products that Garlock
manufactured and led to his premature death. The first trial resulted in
a verdict in favor of Garlock and White filed a Post-Trial Motion alleging that Garlock had violated several trial court orders and rulings. The
Trial Court granted Plaintiff’s Post-Trial Motion and Garlock appealed.
The Appellate Court affirmed the Trial Court’s ruling on the Post-Trial
Motion and remanded the case for a new trial.
On remand, White filed a Rule 237(b) Notice, in which she requested
that Garlock produce a witness named Dr. Carlson for trial. Garlock
filed a Motion to Quash the 237(b) Notice stating that Dr. Carlson was
not and had never been one of its employees, officers, or directors. In
fact, Dr. Carlson was employed as the medical director of a company
called Healthworks. Healthworks had provided medical services on a
contract basis to Garlock. The Trail Court denied Garlock’s Motion to
Quash the 237(b) Notice and ordered Garlock to produce Dr. Carlson
at trial. Dr. Carlson did not appear and White filed a Motion for Sanctions against Garlock for failing to produce Dr. Carlson. The Trial Court
granting White’s motion and entered judgment against Garlock on the
issue of liability and causation as a sanction with the trial to proceed
on the issue of damages only. On October 15, 2009, the jury returned a
verdict for White for $500,000.00. The Court later reduced the judgment
to $466,666.66 pursuant to a set off.
Garlock appealed arguing that the Trial Court erred requiring Garlock
to produce Dr. Carlson under Rule 237(b). The Appellate Court reversed
the Trial Court’s judgment finding that there was no violation of Rule
237(b) in Garlock failing to produce Dr. Carlson. The White Court reasoned that the plain language of Rule 237(b) is clear and unambiguous.
The Supreme Court’s intent when it promulgated Rule 237(b) was to give
the trial courts the ability to force through sanction or other remedy a
party to produce a person who was then an officer, director, or employee
of that party. Here, Dr. Carlson was not an officer, director, or employee
of Garlock at the time of the trial.
For practitioners using a 237(b) Notice to Produce an individual at the
time of trial, the White case makes clear you should take care to ensure
that the person you seek to have produced is actually an officer, director
or employee of the corporate defendant at the time of the trial.
[Editor’s Note: James J. Morici, Jr. is a partner in the firm of MORICI,
FIGLIOLI & ASSOCIATES, and represents Plaintiffs in personal injury,
workers’ compensation, and construction site related injury suits. Read
all prior issues of “Tort Notes” at www.MoriciFiglioli.com.]
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FAMILY LAW REPORT
Pay My Spouse's Fees - Why?

By: Celia Guzaldo Gamrath
Schiller DuCanto & Fleck LLP

The divorce-related attorney fees statute is
a “pro-consumer” act aimed at “leveling the
playing field” between spouses so that a need
husband/wife can seek fees against the other
spouse and obtain legal representation.
There is a presumption that attorney fees
will be paid as an advance from the parties’
marital estate, with the caveat that, if you are
the sole income-earner of the family and have
a greater potential for acquisition of income
and property in the future, it is likely the court
will order you to pay a greater share of the
overall fees. Where both spouses are equally wealthy or have the ability
to pay their lawyers, each will be required to pay his/her own fees.
The allocation of divorce fees is premised upon equitable division of
property principles and the same factors that go into an award of maintenance for a dependent spouse. This basic principle on fees extends to
post-decree litigation between spouses, including post-divorce custody,
support and maintenance issues, as well as appeals. The goal is to put
spouses in parity for the payment of fees, which makes perfect sense
when it comes to pre-decree litigation.
In post-decree matters and appeals, however, the wealthy spouse often
complains loudly that the statute is unfair in requiring him/her to pay
attorney fees for his/her ex-spouse.
Complaints are more deafening in paternity cases where the parties never
married and have no marital estate.
The judge has discretion in awarding fees; during the case and/or at
the end of the case the judge can award a spouse fees even without
conducting a hearing. Interim fees are awarded routinely in all types of
cases (not just pre-decree) on a summary, non-evidentiary basis. This is
problematic in non-pre-decree cases, such as post-judgment, parentage
and appeals, where no marital estate exists from which to advance fees,
and where there is no ability to correct an overpayment of fees at the
end of the case.
This concern prompted Gov. Patrick Quinn to sign into law new legislation (Public Act 96-583) that will likely lead to more hearings on interim
fees and greater judicial supervision in non-pre-decree cases.
The new law takes effect on Jan. 1, 2010, and makes four major changes
to the current law on fees in divorce cases.
First, it limits the presumption of summary hearings to pre-decree cases.
When appropriate, the court may still conduct a summary proceeding
or accept a stipulation in post-decree and other types of cases where
there is no marital estate; however, there is no longer a presumption in
favor of a summary, non-evidentiary hearing in those cases. This gives
wealthy litigants less room to complain about the perceived unfairness
of awarding interim fees on a summary basis without the opportunity to
be heard.
Second, Public Act 96-583 expands the award of attorney fees for hearings driven by improper purposes, such as harassment or abuse. Under
the current statute, a court may award fees and costs for a hearing “under
this section” to a litigant if it finds that the other party precipitated or
conducted the hearing for any improper purpose.
Use of the word “section” has created a misconception that fees and
costs may be awarded only if a fee hearing is precipitated or conducted
for any improper purpose. Public Act 96-583 changes “section” to “act,”
making it clear that fees may be awarded for all hearings (not just fee
hearings) that are conducted or precipitated for any improper purpose
under the divorce act.
Notably, in Illinois the allocation of legal costs of divorce may be influenced by the fact that a party engaged in unnecessary, wasteful and
Continued, page 9
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harassing legal pursuits. Therefore, even if you
believe that you will be awarded attorney fees
because your spouse or ex-spouse is wealthy
and has the ability to pay your fees and you do
not, you should exercise caution in incurring
the fees because you will not get fees for overly
litigious antics.
Third, Public Act 96-583 eliminates the
need for counsel to add billing statements into
the public record when entering into a consent
judgment with a client.
This existing requirement is unnecessary and
overly intrusive.
Fourth, the new law resolves a conflict among
appellate districts by clarifying the deadline
for filing fee petitions at the end of a case. In
pre-decree cases, a contribution petition for
final fees must be filed no later than 30 days
after the close of proofs and shall be heard
and decided before final judgment. In all other
cases (post-decree, parentage and appeals), a
contribution petition must be filed within 30
days after the date on which the judgment is
entered. This is a codification of the Illinois
Supreme Court’s recent pronouncement in the
case of In re Marriage of Blum v. Koster, No.
105795, Ill. Oct. 8, 2009.
Public Act 96-583 does not make sweeping
changes but helps remedy the unintended consequences of the current law.
The Legislative Study Committee on Family
Law, on which I serve as a member, has reviewed
this new law and is in the process of making
recommendations to update and improve the
entire divorce act. Stay tuned.

Ü
Anyone wishing to share
information with their fellow Justinians is encouraged to contact Newsletter Associate Editor
Katherine Amari at our Justinian headquarters address: 734
North Wells Street, Chicago, IL
60654; phone (312)255-8550;
fax (312)255-8551; kaa@amarilocallo.com.
Ü Please notify Nina Albano
Vidmer of any address changes
by contacting her at P.O. Box
804; LaGrange, IL 60525-0804;
fax (708) 401-0360; e-mail: ninabeana@ameritech.net.

Legal Developments in Italy for 2009
By: Stefano M. Viola
We I t a l i a n Americans constantly seek connection with our
roots and ancestry
in Italy. As Justinians, it could be
also appealing to
us to know how
the Italian Legal
System evolves
with the adoption
of new laws. This article intends to bring
a brief review of the most important legal
developments in Italy in 2009.
In April 2009, Italy enacted urgent measures
related to public security and sexual crimes,
seeking to restrain sexual abuses. With this
target in mind, the law extended the mandatory preventive detention in presence of clear
evidences of committing the crime of child
prostitution, child pornography, prostitution
exploitation, sexual assault, child sexual
abuse, and group sexual assault. The law also
authorizes the arrest for any person caught in
flagrancy of a crime of sexual assault. The
new legislation introduces in the penal code
the crime of “persecutory acts” or stalking,
which are those behaviors consisting of menaces and annoyances, reiterated and capable
to cause on the victim, deep anxiety or fear,
or well founded apprehension for its own
safety or for the safety of the family members. The crime is aggravated if committed
by a legally separated or divorced spouse or
by a person who had a relationship with the
victim. To help the victims of the crime of
stalking, the law also established a service of
first psychological and moral assistance. The
law regulates the restraining order giving the
court the power to inhibit the person indicted
of the crime of stalking to stay away from the
places usually frequented by the victim and
by the victim’s family member. Depending
on the needs of protections, the judge can
also forbid any kind of communication with
the victims.
The Italian Parliament passed a reform
of the code of civil procedure. The changes
sought to bring more simplicity and agility to
the rules of civil procedure by, among other
amendments, introducing a new procedure
(‘Summary cognizance procedure”), which
represents the core of the reform. The new
special procedure aims to assure the plaintiff
a fast and quick justice, as an alternative to
the ordinary procedure. The plaintiff has now
a choice between the new and the ordinary

legal method. This new procedure is similar
to the ordinary, except for the form of the
plaintiff’s first pleading, the arrangement of
the date of the first court hearing set by the
court, and a shorter timing for the defendant’s
answer. The new method is appropriate for
those lawsuits that are characterized, for example, by a discovery made up exclusively
by documents, or with only a few witnesses
testifying on a few topics, in such a way as
to conclude the audition in one hearing. The
court examines the request for the “summary
procedure” and it will grant it if the court
deems it sufficient and therefore wave all the
parts of the procedure not necessary, as long
as the right of the defense is fully preserved.
However, if the court finds no grounds for
the motion, it orders the conversion of the
method and sets the first hearing according
to the ordinary procedure. The new procedure
ends with a decree, instead of a sentence as
in the ordinary method, that the court can
render either on the merits as well as on the
procedural issues. The decree becomes final
if it is not appealed within 30 days from its
communication to the parties.
In order to combat tax evasion and to boost
the internal revenue, a new law permits entities
residing in Italy to legalize their position in
relation to economic activities or assets owned
in foreign countries in violation with Italian
law. The main result of the legalization is the
extinction of the tributary violations in relation
to the amount declared. Therefore, the new
law promotes the emersion of hidden financial
and patrimonial activities directly or indirectly
owned in foreign countries. This can be realized in two ways: by repatriation of funds or
by making legal the activities that the entity
intends to maintain abroad by declaring the
ownership. With the purpose of keeping the
information confidential, the taxpayer, willing to legalize his position, must disclose his
foreign assets to a licensed intermediary and
does not deal directly with the tax administration. Moreover, the disclosed funds will not
be claimed on the income tax return. The
law allows the repatriation of funds, stocks,
bonds, insurances, gold, jewels, real estates,
works of art, and yachts, as long as they are
owned in a foreign country.
[Editor’s Note: Stefano M. Viola is a lawyer
admitted to practice in Italy and is licensed to
practice in Illinois as a Foreign Legal Consultant. He is a partner with Balla, Ciapponi
& Partners, with offices in Rome, Italy, and
Chicago, where he is engaged in the general
practice of the Italian and E. U. law. ]
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Debunking Myths About Bankruptcy

By: Richard Fonfrias

MYTH #1:
Bankruptcy is dishonest.
Not true. Most
people honestly
want to pay their
bills. Sometimes
things happen that
make it impossible,
in response to a
lawsuit, judgment
or income tax bill,
or fine that was considered excessive or in
dispute. Bankruptcy is a legal right that is
provided for in the United States Constitution. Bankruptcy is a right that protects
honest people from harassment, lawsuits,
wage garnishment and other creditor actions.
Bankruptcy allows a fresh start.
Many experts trace the roots of our bankruptcy laws to the Bible, which says: “At the
end of every seven years thou shalt make a
release. And this is the manner of the release:
every creditor shall release that which he has
lent unto his neighbor and his brother; because
the Lord’s release hath been proclaimed.”
(Deut. 15:1-2)
Bankruptcy has been used by many of
our nation’s largest companies like Texaco,
America West Airlines, Macy’s, T.W.A., Pan
Am, A. H. Robbins, Penn Central, Wards -- as
well as famous people like Jerry Lewis, Kim
Basinger, David Bowie, Anita Bryant, Natalie
Cole, Mickey Rooney, Walt Disney, Tammy
Wynette, Mick Fleetwood of Fleetwood Mac,
Zsa Zsa Gabor, Isaac Hayes, Don Johnson,
Abraham Lincoln, Donald Trump, MC Hammer, Marvin Gaye, Archie Griffin, Dorothy
Hamill, Milton Hershey, Perez Hilton, Ronald
Isley, LaToya Jackson, Thomas Jefferson, P.T.
Barnum, Merle Haggard, Willie Nelson, Burt
Reynolds, Larry King, Cyndi Lauper, Abraham Lincoln, and former Treasury Secretary
John Connally.
The same laws that are routinely used by
corporate America, and the rich and famous,
can protect individuals and families.
MYTH #2: I will lose all my property in
a bankruptcy case.
Not so. The bankruptcy laws are designed
to allow a fresh start. A fresh start would be
impossible if you would lose all your property.
The fact is that most people don’t lose anything
in their bankruptcy. The bankruptcy law allows
the State government to decide what property
is protected for bankruptcy cases filed in its
state. In Illinois, you are allowed to keep most
Page 10

personal and household property, equity in
your home up to $15,000 per person, some
equity in a car, most retirement plans, and
many tools of the trade.

MYTH #3: I can’t own anything after
bankruptcy.
Not true. You can keep the property that is
protected in the bankruptcy, and generally
anything you acquire after the bankruptcy.
The day your bankruptcy is filed acts as a
“cut-off” date. Anything you earn after the
filing date is yours. Anything that you own
or have owed to you before the case is filed
is subject to the bankruptcy court’s rules.
Most normal belongings are protected (as
outlined above).
MYTH #4: I will never be able to establish
credit after a bankruptcy.
Not true. Today, many stores and banks
actively market to people who have filed
bankruptcy. Most mortgage companies can
assist applicants with a bankruptcy after two
to three years. As a practical matter, you won’t
file bankruptcy unless you can’t pay your
bills. Because of that, your credit is probably
already bad. A bankruptcy won’t make it any
worse. Bankruptcy puts you in a better position
to pay current bills and that should improve
your chances of getting new credit.
MYTH #5: Bankruptcy gets rid of all
debts.
Not so. Although most consumer and business debts are wiped out in bankruptcy, some
debts are not affected. Certain debts can’t be
eliminated in bankruptcy. They include child
support, alimony, fines, restitution, some
taxes, loans obtained by fraud, student loans,
debts due to a DWI, and debts resulting from
“willful and malicious” harm. Some of these
can be handled effectively in a Chapter 13
bankruptcy.
MYTH #6: I can protect my property by
hiding it or giving it away before I file bankruptcy.
No. It’s a crime to hide property and not
disclose it. It’s also a crime to give property
away without telling the Court in the bankruptcy papers. The Court Trustee will seek
to recover any property you wrongfully
transferred prior to a bankruptcy filing. You
could end up in jail by attempting to illegally
hide or transfer property.
MYTH #7: I will lose my job if I file
bankruptcy.
Not true. The bankruptcy code prohibits an

employer from discriminating based on a
bankruptcy filing. In nearly 10 years of helping people in bankruptcy cases, I have never
even heard of someone losing a job because
of a bankruptcy filing.
MYTH #8: I filed a bankruptcy before, so
I can’t file again.
Incorrect. The law prohibits someone from
filing a chapter 7 bankruptcy within 8 years
of a previous chapter 7 filing. But, even within
the 8-year time period, a chapter 13 case may
be filed. Don’t hesitate to call me if you have
filed a previous bankruptcy. You still have
many options.
MYTH #9: I am not allowed to have a
checking account if I file bankruptcy.
Incorrect. No rule stops you from keeping or
opening a bank account. Most people keep the
account that they had and continue to use it
without interruption. In other cases, it may
be smart to close an existing account prior
to filing bankruptcy. That’s because the bank
involved may be a creditor in the bankruptcy.
In general, if you do not owe any money to
the bank where your account is, there is no
reason to close the account.
MYTH #10: Taxes cannot be eliminated
in bankruptcy.
Wrong. Many taxes are eliminated in bankruptcy. There are several complex rules that
apply. Eliminating taxes depends on how old
the taxes are, when the returns were filed,
and whether the taxes have been assessed,
and the type of taxes. Both federal and state
income taxes can be eliminated in bankruptcy.
And even in cases where the taxes cannot be
eliminated, it’s often possible to force a payment plan on the IRS and stop interest and
penalties from being added.
MYTH #11: I must be broke to file bankruptcy.
Not really. Although it would not make much
sense to file bankruptcy when you are not in
financial trouble, there is no requirement that
a person be destitute. The bankruptcy code
doesn’t require that you be unemployed,
homeless, or own no property. In fact, you
are able to file bankruptcy without losing
your job, giving up your home, or having
your property taken away.
[Editor’s Note: Rich Fonfrias is a Financial
Rescue & Bankruptcy Lawyer Founder
& Managing Partner at FONFRIAS LAW
GROUP, LLC. He can be reached at: 312969-0730 or thedebtexperts@gmail.com.]

Malpractice Waiting
to Happen
By: James Moster, JD
Axa Advisors, Chicago, Illinois
There is a great deal of regulation in everything
we do and in every business we start. Consider the
fact that in one day in June 2009, the Illinois State
legislature passed 800 new bills (this is not a misprint; it is 800). Last year the U.S. Congress and
the President signed into law 285 new bills, but the
regulatory agencies issued 3,830 final rules and there
are plenty of new rules in the pipeline; considering that
61 federal departments, agencies and commissions
have about 4,000 new regulations in play. I think it
is safe to say that we now are in an era of “excess
regulation.” How many of these new laws and regs
affect your business client? The simple answer is – a
whole lot.
So how does a lawyer counsel a new client who
wants to buy a fast food franchise? The simple answer
is – very cautiously. A gristled old lawyer recently
told me that attorneys are banking on the notion that
nothing bad will happen. After you create the new
corporation, process all the paper and get paid, you
hope nothing untoward happens. But if something bad
does occur and you (the attorney) had not mentioned
the possibility of guarding against such an event, you
can be in trouble.
It is becoming exceedingly difficult to advise
clients these days. I think of the story about when
Senator McGovern (Dem. S. Dakota) retired from
public life and bought a small hotel in Connecticut
called the Stratford Inn. It did not work out for him
and he was forced to close it down. There were city
fire codes he did not anticipate which called for
costly renovations. Later he complained of all the
costly and incredible paperwork, the complicated
tax forms, the number of minute regulations, and the
endless reporting requirements that afflict American
business.
Therefore, it is wise to have a comprehensive
checklist at the ready, when you agree to represent a
client who is starting or purchasing a new business.
The list should be extensive and cover everything
from corporate governance to what kind of clothes
the employees should wear on the job. There should
be many “self-help” items on the list, like hire a good
accountant, make timely application for all licenses,
consult with a competent property and casualty guy…
ALSO, it might be a good idea to have your client
sign and date the checklist and place it in the file.
The time you spend with your client reviewing the
checklist will be very informative for the client and
may even get you some more billable hours, because
the client may want you to perform some of the
“self-help” items like negotiate a bank loan or draft
an employment contract for future employees.
One more practice tip: The checklist should include
a yearly breakfast meeting with your client. This goes
a long way in building a relationship, protecting your
client and making more money for yourself.
[Editor’s Note: Jim Moster, a longtime attorney and
financial planner, has been an asset to many of our
members in assisting with college savings programs,
and most importantly, retirement planning.]

R&B Launch Adopt-a-Veteran Program

A surge in requests to help war veterans
who suffered brain injuries in Iraq and Afghanistan has led Romanucci & Blandin,
LLC, to launch Adopt-a-Veteran, a program
that will increase the number of vets at Chicago’s Midwest Brain Injury Clubhouse.
The firm, which concentrates its law practice
in traumatic brain injury, has committed to
two one-year “adoptions” for a five-figure
sum. In addition, the firm hosted a friendraiser on March 18, 2010, to recruit other
adopters. Antonio Romanucci, who helped
found the Clubhouse, notes that Adopt-aVeteran is the latest in a long line of the firm’s
charitable endeavors.
The only facility in the Midwest offering
post-acute care to traumatically brain-injured
patients, the Clubhouse provides a setting
where members and staff work side by side
to complete the facility’s routine work. This
real-life opportunity enables members to be
productive while advancing their skills.
“Adopt-a-Veteran is all the more necessary
because it is war veterans who are keeping
the Clubhouse afloat during these tough
economic times,” Romanucci said. “What
began as basic internships for four young
veterans with brain injuries, has transformed
into a critical role. They perform necessary
office, marketing and other tasks to ensure
the Clubhouse’s survival.”
“Like many not-for-profits, funding from
the State of Illinois has been sparse and inconsistent,” said Deborah Giesler, a Clubhouse
founder and its executive director. “As a
result, a 50 percent reduction in staff had to
be made to keep the doors open. The veterans
have been a godsend in their determination
to take over basic Clubhouse functions and
keep the doors open.”
Romanucci noted that “it’s natural the
veterans would step up to the challenge. They
are once again serving on the front lines –
but this time it’s at home. They are actually
working harder to overcome their many
challenges because they want to save the
Clubhouse. They are standing taller, speaking more clearly and taking leadership roles
with ease. We are very proud and amazed at
how this need is aiding their recovery.”
One of the veterans, Ryan Krantz, joined
the Clubhouse after being treated at Hines
V.A. Hospital in Chicago for a traumatic brain
injury that he suffered in Iraq. He performs a
variety of office tasks while socializing with
other members, and in short, rebuilding his
life and a loss of self-esteem.
“I thought I would never be able to go
back into the community,” said Krantz, who
works at the Clubhouse three days a week.
“I thought I would be damaged for good, but
the Clubhouse showed me I can heal from
my injury with this great veteran internship
program.”
For further information, contact the
Clubhouse at (312) 226-8720, at www.
braininjuryclubhouse.org, or Romanucci &
Blandin, LLC, at (312) 458-1000, or www.
rblaw.net.

From left: Greg Rodriguez, Alderman Robert
Fioretti, Deborah Giesler, Ryan Krantz and Antonio
Romanucci at the launch of the “Adopt-a-Veteran”
fundraiser on March 18 at the Midwest Brain Injury
Clubhouse in Chicago. Rodriguez and Krantz
are war veterans who have internships at the
Clubhouse.

Pramaggiore
Elected to
DePaul Board
[Editor’s Note: This article, written by Pat
Milhizer, originally appeared in the Chicago
Daily Law Bulletin and is being reprinted
here with permission. Congratulations
to Anne R. Pramaggiore, the first female
President of Commonwealth Edison, whose
career we have highlighted in these pages
and in Fra Noi in the recent past, upon being elected to DePaul University’s Board
of Trustees.]

Pramaggiore, 51, is a 1989 graduate of
the DePaul College of Law, where she was
editor-in-chief of the law review.
She has been a member of the DePaul
College of Law Alumni Board from1992
to 1997 and a member of the board of
directors of the university’s Alumni Association in 1996 and 1997.
“DePaul has been great to me. I had
a wonderful law school experience,”
Pramaggiore said Wednesday.
“From faculty like Roberta (Rosenthal)
Kwall and Mike (Michael S.) Jacobs, who
paid a lot of attention to developing thinking lawyers, to federal District CourtJudge
Charles (P.) Kocoras, a DePaul alumnus
who gave me my first job, to ComEd Chairman and CEO Frank M. Clark, a DePaul
alumnus and my current boss who has
mentored me since I crossed the ComEd
threshold, the DePaul community has supported me throughout my career.”
Continued, Page 12
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Pramaggiore, continued from page 11

As president and chief operating officer
of Commonwealth Edison, Pramaggiore is
responsible for the day-to-day operations of
a $6.1 billion corporation with 5,900 employees.
As a board member of DePaul, she said she
will “look for ways to support the vision” of
Father Dennis H. Holtschneider, president of
DePaul.
DePaul, she said, is “focused on offering the
highest quality education to a vast and diverse
group of students,” particularly to “students
who may be the first in their families to enter
college.”
She said this aligns with ComEd’s focus
on education and “giving back to the communities we serve.”
Pramaggiore said she became a lawyer to
be involved in civic life and influence “big
areas of policy,” and because of the intellectual
challege.
“The opportunity to participate in designing this country’s energy policy for future
generations… is exciting and something I
would not have the opportunity to do but for
my DePaul experience.”
She received a bachelor’s degree from
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, in communications and theater.
Pramaggiore became a children’s wear buyer
for Snyder’s department store in Louisville,
KY, for about four years until 1986, according to a Chicago Tribune profile from last
October.
She went from the department store to
DePaul University College of Law.
After receiving her law degree, she clerked
for Kocoras in the U.S. District Court in
Chicago from 1989 to 1990, then joined McDermott, Will & Emery LLP in commercial
litigation.
She became a partner at McDermott, but
joined Commonwealth Edison’s legal department in 1998.
She said she joined ComEd because she saw
an opportunity to make an impact in “what
was essentially the last regulated industry
to undergo restructuring ,” according to her
biography.
At ComEd, Pramaggiore rose to executive
vice president of customer operations, regulatory and external affairs.
She was promoted to president and COO
in May 2009.
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IAPC Salutes Judges and
Honors Spatuzza and Fornelli
By: Leonard F. Amari
The Italian American Political Coalition, the
actual and de facto voice of our community in
the political arena, and under the able leadership of Fred Serpe and a wonderful Board of
Directors, has scheduled a tribute and salute to
Italian American Judges on Wednesday, June
9th, 2010 at The Elmcrest Banquests, 7370 W.
Grand Avenue, Elmwood Park, IL. Check Fra
Noi for specifics or contact the administrator
of the IAPC, Judy Corvo, at (708) 262-7211,
or reach her at her e-mail address: judy.iapc@
yahoo.com.
This is the second such event sponsored by
the IAPC and, in addition to honoring ItalianAmerican judges, it will be recognizing Past
Justinian Presidents John Spatuzza and Anthony
Fornelli with its Lifetime Achievement Award
in the Practice of Law. There are no greater giants in our legal or Italian-American community
than Spatuzza and Fornelli. John Spatuzza, the
dean of Past Justinian Presidents, and Tony Fornelli, both true leaders of the Justinian Society,
historically and continuing, and, certainly, our
Italian-American community.
For our younger members, we provide here
a brief history of the IAPC.
The Italian American Political Coalition, an
Illinois not-for-profit entity was created in the
early 1990s to fill a vacuum that existed for many
years in this area, to create a voice, politically,
for the Italian-American community.
At the time of the decennial census in 1990,
as most folks in our community remember,
the only two U.S. Congressmen from Illinois
redistricted out of office were the only two
whose names ended in a vowel, Congressmen
Frank Annunzio and Martin Russo. A handful
of attorneys and businessmen recognized this
vagary and called a meeting at the law offices of
Amari & Locallo, to discuss creating a “PAC,”
a political action committee, with an eye toward
the empowerment of the Italian American community politically. To quote the highly respected
and recently deceased Raymond R. Coffey, the
Chicago Sun-Times political reporter in a column
he wrote May 5, 1994: “Many of them saw it
then, see it still, as part of a troubling pattern
in which they have been increasingly ignored,
disrespected, taken for granted politically in
Chicago and Illinois.”
It was a phone call from Dick Caifano who
called this author, initially, after the redistricting,
and said: “Len, what are we going to do about
this.” This call triggered a lunch at Tope Gigio’s
on Wells St., with Dick Caifano, Len Amari,
Tony Ferraro, Sam Tornatore, Joe Locallo and
Joe Gagliardo that led to the formation and the

IAPC Board members at a recent meeting, from left
to right: President-Elect Richard Pellegrino, Commissioner Peter Silvestri, Past IAPC President Mary
Nicolo, Senator James DeLeo, and Past President
Tom Battista

Board members, from left to right: Cathy Orr, John
Spatuzza, Mary Milano, John Nocita, and Leonard
Amari

first meeting of the IAPC.
Subsequently, prominent members of our
community such as Tony Tortoriello, Jim
Montana, Dominic DiFrisco, Tony Fornelli, Joe
Annunzio, Don Bono, Bruno Tassone, and the
others mentioned, decided to create an entity
with an eye toward coalescing our community,
politically, to vote as a bloc, to encourage folks
from our community to run for office, to register Italian-American voters, and to try to have
some influence in the political process where,
obviously, very little existed for some time.
As Italians are want to do, a great deal of
disagreement existed as to what the process
should be, the vehicle, the approach, who should
be involved, e.g., should it be an arm of the
Justinian Society of Lawyers, should we be bipartisan/non- partisan, should elected officials
be permitted to participate in the governance,
etc. However, all of the founding board members were united in one purpose, to react to the
disenfranchisement of our community in the
Continued, Page 13
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political process, to do what we could to encourage people from our
community to run for public office, and to be active in politics at every
level. It was prominent Chicago attorney, past Justinian president, community leader and fellow founding board member John Spatuzza who
suggested the name that describes our purpose – the Italian American
Political Coalition.
Tony Ferraro handled all of the entity creation paper-work. We now
have and have had a board that consistently numbers thirty or so members,
from all walks of life and are always looking for more like-committed
and motivated people from our community.
In his column Mr. Coffey made this observation: “There are an estimated 1.2 million Italian-Americans in Illinois and between 300,000 and
400,000 in the Chicago area. What they are doing, the Italian American
Political Coalition, is what so many other minority groups – racial, ethnic, gender, etc., – are doing these days. They are organizing what they
call the Italian American Political Coalition seeking ‘empowerment’ as
a specific constituency politicians cannot ignore.”
We have gotten behind wonderful candidates from our community,
such as Illinois Attorney General Jim Ryan, Senator Jim DeLeo, State
Representative “Skip” Saviano, Commissioners Peter Silvestri and Larry
Suffredin others. We recently assisted past Justinian president, Franco
Coladipietro and Assistant State’s Attorney and community leader, Dennis
Reboletti get elected to second terms in the Illinois legislature. We look
to the few elected political leaders from our community, those already
mentioned and others such as Aldermen William Banks and Margaret
Laurino to suggest direction for the IAPC, to be part of our agenda and
to be involved.
In addition to those mentioned herein, historical board members include,
among others: Ron Turano, Paul Buttera, Pat Caputo, John Sciaccotta,
Francis Peter Geraci, John Locallo, Gregg Garofalo, Cheryl Niro, and
Jim DeSanto.
Some of the activities of the Coalition include a Mayors’ Reception,
where we assemble the majority of the 25 Italian-American mayors from
the Chicagoland area at Casa Italia, the home of our ethnic community
in Stone Park, to meet the board members and other prominent ItalianAmerican leaders. We support other Italian community organizations
when possible. Each fall we host what we call our “Togetherness Reception” where we invite all of the elected officials and others involved
in the political process and all of the board members of the IAPC and
Italian-Americans from all of the different disciplines and occupations
to meet and greet in an informal setting. This is also our sole fundraising
event.
Also, in anticipation of every election, local, statewide and national,
we convene what we call an “Endorsement Session” wherein we invite
all of the candidates for the various offices, in the primary, to meet with
our board, pledge their support of our agenda and subsequently make our
endorsements when warranted. The benefit of receiving the endorsement of
the IAPC is the publicizing of these decisions in a full page ad the month
before each election in Fra Noi, also usually a Chicago newspaper, the
dissemination of our endorsements on our web page and an opportunity
for a mailing to approximately 120,000 Italian-American households
encouraging them to support our endorsed candidates, which reaches
probably three to four hundred thousand registered voters.
All of the costs of the IAPC come from members of the board and
donations from folks from our community and mainly from the sale of
tickets to our annual “Togetherness Reception.” Our endorsement is
extremely sought after by office seekers. Our “Togetherness Reception”
is very well attended by our community and friends, as well as elected
officials and office seekers.
Past IAPC presidents, as mentioned, include Tortoriello, Fornelli,
Bud Cataldo, Dom Fichera, this author, Jim Morici and immediate past
president Tom Battista.
We look forward to seeing all of our brother and sister Justinians at
this event supporting our esteemed Past Presidents and our wonderful
and hardworking Italian American Political Coalition.

DePaul Honors Rinella
By: Bill Davy
The DePaul University College of Law Alumni Awards
program began in 1994 as an
initiative of the Law Alumni
Board. Today it honors outstanding DePaul University
College of Law alumni in
four categories: Distinguished
Alumnus/a, Outstanding Service to the Profession, Outstanding Service to DePaul
University and Outstanding
Young Alumnus/a. This year’s
honoree for Outstanding Ser- Bernie Rinella, left, & Enrico Mirabelli
vice to Depaul University is our very own Justinian Past President
Bernie Rinella.
The 2010 Law Alumni Awards Dinner took place on March 4 at
the historic Blackstone Hotel in downtown Chicago. This award
recognizes College of Law alumni who have demonstrated outstanding service to DePaul University. Recipients have given
significant amounts of time, talent and effort to support the mission
of DePaul. Bernard R. Rinella (’61) is a senior partner at Rinella
& Rinella, Ltd., a family law firm founded by his parents in 1932.
He practices in all areas of matrimonial law and is a leader in the
field of divorce litigation.
In 1998, Town & Country Magazine named him one of the top 10
divorce attorneys in the country, and in 2004, the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML) named him “Fellow of the
Year” for his outstanding contributions to the field of matrimonial
law. Rinella has served on the Board of Governors and Council of
the AAML and has chaired the Chicago Bar Association (CBA)
Matrimonial Law Committee and the Illinois State Bar Association (ISBA) Family Law Section. He also has been the president
of the Justinian Society of Lawyers, president of the American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers’ Foundation and vice president
of the advisory board of the Institute of Psychiatry at Northwestern Memorial Hospital. He has been a member of the board of the
American Journal of Family Law since 1986 and a member of the
Divorce Magazine Advisory Board since 1998. Rinella currently is
a member of the DePaul University College of Law Dean’s Council,
the Schiller, DuCanto & Fleck Family Law Center Advisory Board
and the College of Law Campaign Committee. He established the
Rinella Endowed Scholarship Fund at the College of Law and often
speaks to students about issues in family law.
Congratulations to Bernie Rinella on receiving this truly distinguished and well deserved honor.
[Editor’s Note: As we know, Bernie Rinella is a past Justinian
President (’78-’79), one of the more revered in our Society and one
of the most respected attorneys in the family law field.]
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How Sausage is Made - it's Pure Artistry
By: Joseph F. Locallo (Bidlo), Jr.
For Italians, cooking is an element of
life and the manner of going about the
business of cooking should be nothing
short of a Baroque symphony, a Rodin
sculpture, a
Michelangelo fresco,
or a bowl of
pasta with
fava beans,
asparagus
and homemade sausage.
Sausage
making beFrom left to right: Franco Coladipietro, John Locallo, Dick
gan years ago and one can only imagine
the very first time. But Italians prepare Caifano, Leonard F. Amari, Frank Locallo, Joe Locallo,
Sr., Anthony Farace, Joe Locallo, Jr., and Sam Tornatore
sausage the way they like it. No argument
there. Regionally what was stuffed into a
casing was special to each family and to
taste another’s sausage always brought to
mind a comparison. “But ours is better!”
A gathering of sausage makers brought
generations of artistry to the home of Franco
and Amy Coladipietro. Our Maestro, Joseph
Locallo Sr., provided us with the knives,
cutting boards, seasoning, grinder, stuffer,
scale, years of experience and, of course,
120 pounds of pork butt. The meat purchased
from dear friends at Robert’s Packing, 1114
W. Randolph, Chicago, Illinois. Mike Monahan (Salvatore) always makes sure we
have the very best meat. The casings from Sam Tornatore and Joe Locallo, Sr. pause for a
Fred Battaglia, Battaglia Imports, 2545 S. quick photo while preparing the delicious feast.
Ashland, Chicago, Illinois who are great
sausage makers in their own right and pur- family recipe. Stop for a moment. Close your
veyors of spaghetti, wine, cheese and other eyes. Imagine the sweet aroma of wine and
Italian delicacies to restaurants abound. As cheese emanating from the sausage as it cooks
an aside, if you need anything really good, on the grill!
go see Mike or Fred.
Our symphony hall was in the basement
We used a recipe from Mary Smythe kitchen well equipped with counter space,
(Bucaro) which called for a special tool to refrigerators and stoves, a bread maker and a
grind the sausage, just once. Measuring the wine cellar. The orchestra at ready, our Maemeat in ten pound batches, we sculptured, stro tapped the boning knife to sharpener, a
yes Rodin eat your heart out, our sausage Sonata was performed: Introduction: (Richard
with the wonderful taste of fennel, Pecorino- Caifano and Sam Tornatore, on knives); Tonal:
Romano cheese, salt, red pepper (for the hot) (John Locallo and Frank Locallo on grinder);
and moistened it with a Italian white wine. Exposition: (Anthony Farace and Franco
Now, as with Haydn the great composer, Coladipietro on seasoning); Recapitulation:
there were Variations on a Theme of Sausage (Leonard Amari, and Joe Locallo, Jr. on the
played by our culinary musicians. Ground stuffer); Coda: Mr. Locallo Sr’s. declaration
fennel instead of regular fennel, black pepper that the sausage was perfect, our symphony
instead of red, some family recipes called from the Baroque complete!
for tomatoes, or orange rinds, and what’s
Through out the day we drank Franco’s
with the Pecorino cheese and wine? But, homemade wine, listened to Verdi Opera and
we stayed with what we knew and Mary’s thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie of close
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friendships. Franco baked homemade
bread and set out loaves of baguettes
for us to soon devour. Having no
discipline we ate as we worked and
he had to bake some more. But, after
the work was done, the dishes washed,
the sausage packed in two pound
bags it was time to set the table. Our
fresco!
Mr. Locallo cooked pasta with fava
beans and asparagus and while Franco
grilled sausage on the outside patio
and the artists drank more wine and
enjoyed the summer breeze. You
could close your eyes and imagine
that you were in another place, a small
town in a province far way but close
to your heart. The table was set and abbiamo
mangiato come i re (we ate like kings!)
Alas, we departed with pounds of sausage
in our coolers to be taken back to be shared
with our families and friends. The winter
months are over. Our supplies are low. Papà
abbiamo bisogno di più salsiccia (Pa, we need
more sausage)!
PS: Our scale was handed down from generations of the Bidlo family who also used it
to measure the butts of another kind. Babies
had to be weighed to see if they were getting
enough milk and growing strong. It was hard
to imagine either me or my brother John on
that scale so many years ago. Maybe I can
write another story for another time about
Grandma Bidlo’s Bohemian style cooking?

John Locallo, foreground, and Franco
Coladipietro, background, hard at
work preparing the sausage and
pasta.

Daniel M. Locallo:

A Distinguished Judicial Career

[Editor’s Note: This article, written by Pat
Milhizer, originally appeared in the Chicago
Daily Law Bulletin and is being reprinted here
with permission.]

With an election looming in the fall of 1998,
Daniel M. Locallo was in a position that most
Cook County judges wouldn’t envy.
He had just presided over one of the most
racially charged criminal trials in Chicago’s
history as three white teens were accused of
severely beating a 13-year-old black youth
who passed through Bridgeport to get air for
his bicycle tires at a gas station.
A jury found the alleged leader of the attack
guilty of aggravated battery and a hate crime.
For the two other defendants, prosecutors offered probation in exchange for guilty pleas.
So Locallo had to sentence one defendant and
decide whether to grant the plea deals to the
other two shortly before his name would face
voters on the retention ballot. No matter what
Locallo did, his decision had a strong chance
of upsetting some people.
“I really wasn’t thinking, “If I do this, how
is this going to play?’ You try to treat it like
any other case,” Locallo said.
“I wanted to get the case disposed of. There
was some people who said to me, ‘Why don’t
you just wait?’ Well, that’s letting that case
control what you’re going to do, and there’s
other cases in the call that have to be dealt with
also.”
In the end, Locallo easily coasted to retention.
He soon left the Criminal Courts Building to
hear personal-injury cases and other high-stakes
civil disputes at the Daley Center.
Last month, Locallo retired from the bench.
His courtroom presence will be missed by the
bar, said an attorney who represented plaintiffs
in several matters before Locallo.
“If you were to sit down and talk about a
role model for a judicial officer, you have to
look at Dan Locallo and say this is as close as
you’re going to get to somebody you’re going
to model yourself after,” said attorney Joseph
R. Curcio.
Locallo, 57, grew up on the city’s Northwest
Side as the third of four children of a police
captain and a mother who worked in public
schools as a vision tester.
A graduate of The John Marshall Law School,
Locallo joined the Cook County state’s attorney’s office in 1978. He was a criminal prosecutor until 1983, when he practiced labor law and,
a year later, started representing plaintiffs and
defendants in personal-injury lawsuits.
He joined the bench as a 33-year-old associate judge in 1986, starting his judicial career
handling misdemeanors and civil cases in
courtrooms in police stations in the northwest
suburbs.

From left to right: Dan Locallo, John Locallo, Joe
Locallo, Jr.

Within two years, he was handling preliminary
hearings at the Criminal Courts Buildings at 26th
Street and California Avenue. Voters elected
him to a circuit judgeship in 1992, and
Locallo worked as a floater judge who filled in
for judges on their days off.
In 1994, Locallo was assigned to his own
courtroom where he handled murders, rapes,
armed robberies and drug cases.
Locallo took the step of writing opinions on
his rulings – something that wasn’t typical at
the criminal courthouse. Many of his opinions
dealt with search-and-seizure cases.
“Issues surrounding search and seizure are
complicated, and depending on the type of facts,
the case law is going to be affected one way or
the other,” Locallo said. “Whatever finding I
made, there’s a reviewing court – they’re going
to know what my findings were and what my
reasons were.”
Locallo also made a name for himself writing summaries about cases involving the death
penalty, drunken driving and vehicles that are
taken by the state because the driver was buying
or selling drugs.
In 1998, a reporter spent a year observing
the cases that were randomly sent to Locallo’s
courtroom. The result was Steve Bogira’s critically acclaimed book, “Courtroom 302: A Year
Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal
Courthouse.”
Locallo essentially serves as the book’s main
character, and he had more than just a reporter
watching him that year.
One of those cases that came through Locallo’s
courtroom involved Lenard Clark, a 13-year-old
black youth who was beaten up by three older,
white Bridgeport teenagers allegedly for no
reason but his skin color.
The news coverage that followed featured:
Mayor Richard M. Daley calling for justice
against offenders who lived in his family’s neighborhood, several peace rallies in Bridgeport,
accusations of mob ties to the main perpetrator,
and a witness who fled the city and didn’t return

until after the trial.
Adding more intrigue and tragedy to the case,
a prosecution witness was shot to death in what
some speculated was a mob hit. But without
any evidence suggesting a connection, police
said the murder wasn’t related to the victim’s
willingness to testify.
The trial ended with the jury finding the main
attacker, Frank Caruso, not guilty of attempted
first-degree murder. But jurors convicted him
of aggravated battery and committing a hate
crime.
Caruso was eligible for a sentence ranging
from probation to the prosecution’s suggestion
of 13 years in prison.
Locallo decided on eight years for the aggravated battery and a concurrent sentence of
three years for the hate crime. He then signed
off on the plea deals that prosecutors reached
with the two other defendants, a judicial decision
that was typical at the criminal courthouse.
Caruso’s sentence upset some voters who
believed that Locallo ruled too harshly. Others
weren’t happy that the two other defendants
received only probation.
Organized campaigns formed to vote Locallo
off the bench, but they weren’t successful.
That’s because Locallo had received consistent
support from the bar associations at the time
and throughout his career. When the votes were
tallied on Election Night, Locallo received 18
points more than the 60 percent minimum that
judges need from voters to stay on the job.
Looking back on how the case raised racial tension in the city, Locallo mentioned the facts.
“You gotta remember, you had an 18-year-old
kid going after a 13-year-old kid because he happened to be black. Out of the so-called premise
that we have to protect the neighborhood.
Well, that’s nonsense,” Locallo said.
“It’s unfortunate this happened in Bridgeport, but that doesn’t mean that everybody in
Bridgeport had that same attitude. A very small
minority did,” Locallo said.
After the sentencing, a death threat followed.
Locallo heard from federal authorities that there
was a street contract for his life. So the judge
had constant security for two weeks.
Asked who was behind the threat, Locallo
speculated that it came from a street gang and
not organized crime members.
“The FBI went to the top echelon of the socalled syndicate, and they didn’t have anything,”
Locallo said.
In 1999, he moved downtown to handle
civil lawsuits involving personal injury, medical
negligence and other disputes. His time in the
Daley Center put him in the “double 100 club,”
meaning he had at least 100 jury trials in both
Continued, page 16
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civil and criminal cases.
Upon entering Locallo’s courtroom, lawyers, jurors and witnesses
were greeted by a sign that shows the judge’s sense of humor, which is
a rarity in Daley Center courtrooms. It read: “Caution: Judge Locallo
at Work.”
With that sign now gone from the Daley Center, attorney Robert A.
Clifford said the circuit has lost “one of its best and brightest.”
“He was exceptional as a judge – always well-read, knew the law as
well or better than any of the lawyers in his courtroom,” Clifford said.
“While he may not have always been right on his positions, he was never
in doubt.”
Clifford added that he was hesitant to appeal any ruling Locallo made
against one of his clients.
“It cannot be said of him that he was a pro-defense or pro-plaintiff guy.
He was pro-getting it right and strived to do that,” Clifford said. “That
also meant if you prevailed in front of him, your likelihood of keeping
the verdict [on appeal] was very high.”
Curcio recalled the last case he tried in front of Locallo a year ago this
month. Curcio was representing a woman who suffered a fractured leg
in a car crash.
“I got up and told the jury that they had the privilege of sitting in the
courtroom with one of the hardest-working judges in the Circuit Court
of Cook County,” Curcio said. “And I remember this clearly because it
has been rare in my career that I have said this in front of any judge I’ve
worked in front of.”
Despite the praise and the positive ratings from bar groups, Locallo’s
stay at the Daley Center wasn’t without a little judicial drama.
Without discussing the matter in detail, Locallo admitted that he once
made a work-related joke about another judge. And there were consequences.
After Locallo finished a case that featured a $38 million jury verdict,
he was sent to the courthouse in Rolling Meadows for what he called his
“14 months of work release.”
“You can see the difference the first day,” Locallo said about his move
from the Loop to a suburb. “I went out to Rolling Meadows, picked a
jury and the verdict was like $6,000.”
Locallo was assigned to Rolling Meadows from April 2004 until July
2005. So how did he get back to the Daley Center?
“Well, you got to hopefully make arrangements, try to talk to the chief
judge,” Locallo said. “And hopefully you get some people that will speak
to the chief judge to say that ‘He should be let back.’”
“I got lucky that enough people spoke on my behalf that Judge [Timothy
C.] Evans allowed me back,” Locallo said.
For new judges joining the bench, Locallo said they shouldn’t hesitate
to walk to somebody else’s chambers if they have a question on a case.
“There’s no magic time that you have to give your decision. Let’s say
there’s certain things you’re not sure of, don’t be afraid to talk to other
judges,” Locallo said. “Get some input from them. Take a time-out, talk
to somebody, do some research.”
Locallo also was known to do some of the talking himself.
As a member of the Criminal Law Section Council of the Illinois State
Bar Association, Locallo occasionally traveled to Springfield to address
pending legislation that would affect the criminal justice system.
For example, he spoke against legislative efforts to give county prosecutors the power to authorize the use of eavesdropping devices without
a judicial order. He also told lawmakers to vote down a bill that would
let authorities take DNA samples from felony arrestees before they had
their day in court.
Neither bill became a law.
Retirement started crossing Locallo’s thoughts last year. The judge,
who is married and has two adult children, now hopes to play more golf
and visit his father in Arizona more often.
Fully vested in his judicial pension, Locallo decided that the logical
step was to join other retired judges who work as private mediators and
arbitrators. So he joined the Madison Street office of ADR Systems.
Clifford said Locallo’s services will be in high demand.
“He’s not done,” Clifford said. “He’s not done learning.”
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Legal Dream Team
[Editor’s Note: This article originally appeared in the Chicago Daily
Law Bulletin and is being reprinted here with permission.]
Attorney Richard E. Pellegrino has joined Romanucci & Blandin,
LLC, of counsel.
Romanucci & Blandin concentrates its practice in catastrophic
personal injury law including traumatic brain injuries, wrongful death,
and worker’s compensation.
Pellegrino administered his own general law practice for many
years with a primary concentration in personal injury representation.
His extensive public service includes a current board position on the
Pace Transportation Service Board, and executive director of both
the West Central Municipal Conference and the West Cook County
Solid Waste Agency. He served as the mayor of the village of Indian
Head Park from 1999 to 2007 and is a past commissioner of the Cook
County Sheriff’s Police and Corrections Merit Board. He served as
an adjunct instructor of Law and Latin at Nazareth Academy.
Pellegrino received his B.A. in political science/government in
1975 and an M.A. in 1985, both from Loyola University, and a law
degree from Washburn University School of Law in Topeka, Kansas.
He served as a sergeant in the U.S. Army in Vietnam and was awarded
a Commendation Medal in 1972 for meritorious service.

Richard Pellegrino, left, with Don and Donnie Storino.

Buona Fortuna Amanda!
After five years of service to Amari
& Locallo, the Executive Assistant
of the Justinian Society Newsletter,
Amanda Simkins, decided to return to
Minnesota to pursue a Master’s Degree
in Human Resources. Amanda spent
a goodly amount of time training her
successor and new Executive Assistant
Diana Bosnjak.
The Justinian Society Newsletter
Staff and Contributors would like to
say thank you and wishes her the best
of luck in the future.
We will miss you Amanda!

Richard
D.
Russo
He thinks all lawyers should aspire to bench
[Editor’s Note: This article, written by staff
writer Pat Milhizer, originally appeared in an
edition of the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin.]
Whether it’s police officers, prosecutors or
defense attorneys who appear in his courtroom,
DuPage County Associate Judge Richard D.
Russo can relate to all of them.
That’s because at some point in his career
Russo has been a member of all three of those
professions.
“He brings, really, a very good balance to
the bench, a lot of different perspectives. He’s
not cut out of one fabric of cloth,” said divorce
attorney Michael J. Scalzo, who has known
the judge for 20 years and in the past referred
criminal cases to him.
“He would be extremely objective and fair
because he sees it from different angles. I don’t
think he would be willing to take a police officer
at face value simply because of his uniform, and,
likewise, he wouldn’t disparage a police officer.
He’s seen both sides of it,” Scalzo said.
“And he’d be very good with lawyers. He
knows what they have to do to manage their
practice and manage their time,” Scalzo said.
Joining the bench last year was a logical
career transition, Russo said.
“It gives me an opportunity to evaluate
and understand the different roles – both as a
prosecutor and a defense attorney, and what the
policeman on the street goes through,” Russo
said.
Just like all new judges, the 55-year-old Russo
handles the Criminal Traffic Division call in
DuPage County. He’s currently assigned to the
courtroom in the Addison Village Hall.
The son of a real estate broker, Russo grew up
the youngest of three in Chicago neat Belmont
and Austin avenues. He attended Saint Patrick
High School and DePaul University, graduating with a bachelor’s degree in commerce in
1974.
By the time he graduated college, he was a
sworn Chicago police officer working in the
patrol division.
“It gave me a great kind of street sense of
things that went on in the real world that I could
apply both to college and law school,” Russo
said.
While working as an officer, Russo attended
The John Marshall Law School at night because
being a beat cop is “not a job that’s easy to grow
old on. Working the street on a regular basis
does take its toll,” Russo said.
After earning a law degree in 1978, Russo
wanted to join the FBI. But at the time, the bureau had a policy that agents had to be willing

to relocate, and the first of Russo’s four children
had just been born.
So he joined the Cook County state’s attorney’s
office and worked his way up to the Felony Trial
Division. He left the office after seven years, in
1985, to start a private practice and eventually
moved to the western suburbs.
In private practice, Russo handled some civil
matters and concentrated in criminal-defense
work. Later, having seen the courtroom from
three different angles, he decided it was time
to try to become a judge.
“It was something I aspired to, ever since I
finished law school. It’s an honor to be appointed
to the bench and relatively few get an opportunity
to try it…. In my view, when you graduate law
school, every lawyer should be hoping that, some
day, they get the opportunity,” Russo said.
In the traffic and misdemeanor call that he
handles, Russo said about 90 percent of the
defendants don’t have attorneys.
“They are pro se litigants, and they’re not
familiar with the law. You have to be a little bit
more tolerant, a little more patient … and give
people their right to have their day in court and
be patient enough to listen to everyone,” Russo
said.
The case volume is large, and it neared 180,000
last year. That’s divided between four judges.
In his spare time, Russo enjoys spending
time with his three grandchildren. One of his
own children, Richard K. Russo, is a former
assistant state’s attorney in DuPage County who
now works in private practice.
One defense attorney who handles federal
cases and has known Russo socially throughout
their careers said that Russo’s experience on both
sides of the courtroom should serve him well.
“I would describe Rich as three-dimensional.
He was a state prosecutor. He was a defense
lawyer, but he was also a police officer. I think
all of those experiences are going to combine
to make him really an outstanding judge,” said
David J. Stetler of Stetler & Duffy Ltd.
“We lawyers can find ourselves a little bit in
our ivory towers … but the police officers who
are on the street have to know what it’s like in
the real world on a daily basis,” Stetler said.
“Rich has that going for him, which very few
lawyers can say.
“And I think,” he said, “that’s a tremendous
asset that he’s got three aspects to his experience that are all going to help him be a very
fair-minded judge.”

Honore Nella
Legge Report
How about being the first on your block
to receive a Justinian desk flag by writing a check to the Justinian Scholarship
Fund in the amount of $200, or more?
With the sad condition of the economy,
law students, especially folks from our
community, are more in need of scholarship monies than ever. The Justinian
Society, in fact, our ethnicity, is known for
its generosity and concern for others.
This year the following individuals wrote
checks for $100 or more:
Mary L. Milano - $1,000
Hon Richard A. Lacien - $250
John Locallo - $200
Katherine Amari - $200
Leonard Amari - $200
Justice Moses Harrison - $200
Don Storino - $200
Jon Demoss - $200
Robert Martier - $100
Anthony Raccuglia - $100
Daniel Garramone Jr. - $100
Hon Thomas Chiola - $100
James Montana, Jr - $200
Virginia Gullo-Ciaccio - $100
Samuel Banks - $100
Antonio Romanucci - $200
Hon. Bruno Tassone - $200
Won’t you write your $200 check today
to the Justinian Society Scholarship
Fund? Send it to the Newsletter editor
at our Justinian Headquarters, 734 N.
Wells St., Chicago, IL 60654. And you
will immediately receive in the mail or
by messenger, a mailing tube containing your Justinian desk flag.
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Niro Writes About His Trial Experiences
[Editor’s Note: This article, written by John
Flynn Rooney, originally appeared in the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin and is being reprinted
here with permission.]
During his nearly 40 years of
trying intellectual property cases,
Chicago lawyer Raymond P. Niro
has encountered some spellbinding moments.
So, Niro set out to write a book
about those experiences by focusing on cross-examination and
closing arguments.
The book, “Go For It! CrossExamination to Closing: How to
Win An Intellectual Property Trial
Before a Jury,” was published last month.
“Over the course of 40 years of doing intellectual property litigation, it occurred to me
that locked in storage were some absolutely
incredible experiences,” Niro said during a
recent telephone interview. “I wanted to write
something about them so they wouldn’t be
lost.”
The 343-page book, published by AuthorHouse, includes 18 different vignettes based
on cases Niro has handled. Niro, 67, who was
admitted to the Illinois bar in 1970, is a principal
of Niro, Scavone, Haller & Niro.
“They each stand on their own,” Niro
added. “It’s written so that you can jump to any
spot.”
Among the cases Niro recounts in the book are
one that resulted in a $57 million verdict from
a Colorado jury during 1998 in a trade-secret
case. The verdict was increased to $75 million
on appeal, according to the book.
Another case involved a $20 million judgment
in 2000 against a Palatine manufacturer that a
federal jury found had infringed on a patent
for a data-relay system. The case was tried in
Chicago. Frank A. Calabrese v. Square D. Co.,
No. 97 C 2199.
“Perhaps once in a lifetime, you may get a
chance to really make a difference in someone’s
life,” Niro writes in the first installment of the
book about the Calabrese case. “I have been
lucky enough to have been given multiple
chances.”
Niro said he likes to “wreck” expert witnesses.
An example of that came in 1998 during a case
tried in a Chicago federal courtroom. The case
involved the misappropriation of trade secrets
for making pre-cooked Italian pizza sausage.
C&F Packing Co., Inc. v. IBP, Inc., No. 93 C
1601.
Niro conducted the cross-examination of an
emeritus Iowa State University professor who
was considered the top meat processing expert
in the nation.
Niro said he showed that the professor had
misled jurors about the expert’s definition of
what comprised a trade secret. Jurors awarded
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Niro’s client, C&F Packing, a $10.9 million
verdict, later increased to $16 million by a judge.
The case ultimately settled for $15 million, according to the book.
“It’s exciting to get up in
front of an expert who has shown
the jury why you should lose the
case, and in 45 minutes turn it
around so that the jury now believes
you should win the case,” Niro
said.
Niro’s partner, Paul K. Vickrey, worked on at least five of the
cases included in the book.
Vickrey called Niro “a
powerful cross-examiner who can
free-wheel with what the witness
offers. Ray is exceptional at it and it is fun to
watch, unless you’re on the other side.”
Robert L. Harmon has known Niro since Niro
began his career as a lawyer when they worked
together at the Chicago law firm now known as
Brinks, Hofer, Gilson & Lione.
Harmon said Niro possesses excellent judgment in terms of what jurors want to hear. Niro
is prepared, dogged and aggressive, he added.
“He can outwork anybody he’s up against,”
said Harmon, who serves as a special master
in patent infringement cases for federal judges
and wrote a book titled, “Patents and the Federal
Circuit.”
Harmon added that in his estimation Niro is
the best patent trial lawyer in the country.
“There are reasons for that and I think the
book will help people understand the reasons,”
Harmon said.
Harmon and Niro’s “book makes very interesting reading for someone who likes patent
litigation.”
Niro said his expected audience for the book
is lawyers but he hopes non-lawyers also will
read it.
“I don’t expect it to become a best seller,”
Niro said. I just hope that it helps some young
lawyers and others get even better at what they
do.”
Niro worked on the book for more than a
year, carving out time at night, weekends and
during the summer. He retrieved trial transcripts,
selected what he wanted from those transcripts
and wrote longhand narrative. His secretary
would then type up his writings.
“This summer, I was able to really concentrate
and get it done…because I could see the end in
sight,” Niro said.
The hardcover version of the book is available
on Amazon.com for $20.87, while the paperback
version is $12.95. Those prices do not include
shipping.
Niro has four trials, all outside of Illinois, set
during the first six months of 2010.
“I am not going on a book tour,” Niro said.

Lady of Success

By: Leonard F. Amari
Like many successful folks in our community, Mary
Ann Iantorno
Hynes is a child
of immigrants.
Her father
Ernest Mario
Iantorno came
to this country
from Rende,
in the province
of Cosenza in
Italy, and her
mother Emma Louise Noto Iantorno came from
the same province, from the town of San Fili.
Notwithstanding the fact that Mary Ann’s parents came from neighboring towns in Calabria,
they first met in this country in Cicero, Illinois.
They wanted to have the “American Dream” for
their children and, as Mary Ann tells the story,
to accomplish that they worked different shifts
at factories so that one of the parents would
always be home to take care of the children.
She relates that the constant sacrifices of her
parents, their determination and commitment
to the education of Mary Ann and her brother
Fred, served as their beacon. She claims that, in
no small part, the genuine love and the example
of the values her parents brought from the old
country are the reasons for her obvious success,
and Mary Ann Hynes is the epitome of success
in the legal and business community.
Having graduated from law school in the
early 70’s, she was faced with what has been
historically referred to as the “glass ceiling.”
This meant, of course, positions on boards
and upper echelon employment opportunities
in the business world were just not then open
to women, rarely an Italian-American woman.
Mary Ann has not only demonstrated a career
of shattering that glass ceiling but also opening
the way for other women and other folks from
our community to have similar opportunities,
as well. To put it in a context we are familiar
with, Mary Ann Hynes climbed the ladder of
success and assisted those that followed her up
the ladder as well. In recognition of her efforts,
the ABA Section of Business Law honored
Mary Ann with their prestigious Glass Cutter
Award.
Mary Ann is recognized in the business world
and the legal profession as a seasoned strategist,
and she is believed to be the first female General
Counsel of a Fortune 500 company back in 1979
when the Board of Directors CCH, Inc. elected
her Vice President and General Counsel. Since
then she has served as general counsel, board
member, officer and participant of the executive
committees of various international Fortune 500
corporations, including: Wolters Kluwer U.S.,
the survivor of the company of which Mary Ann
first served as vice president and general counsel, CCH Incorporated (1971-1995). She also
worked as senior vice president, general counsel
and secretary for Sundstrand Corporation, a
global supplier of technologically advanced
Continued, Page 19

Hynes, continued from page 19
Photo below: Mary Ann’s parents: Ernest Mario Iantorno and Emma Louise Noto Iantorno, circa 1943

aerospace
and industrial products. Before
joining her
present company Corn
Products International,
Inc. in 2006
as vice president, general
counsel, corporate secretary and chief
compliance
officer, she
served as
senior vice
president, general counsel and chief legal officer
for IMC Global, Inc., a leader in agricultural
fertilizers and animal feed, oil and gas, salt
and specialty chemicals and sulphur; and as
a consultant with The Mosaic Company, a
leading producer and marketer of nitrogen,
phosphate and potash crop nutrients for the
ag market. Of course, Corn Products International, now corporate home to Mary Ann, is a
leading provider of ag based ingredients to 70
countries and 60 diverse industries including
food, beverage, animal feel, health, pharma,
brewing, paper and textiles. Responsibilities
for these major international corporations are
no small job but, obviously, the talented and
accomplished Hynes is up for the task.
Hynes received her undergraduate degree
from Loyola University and her juris doctorate
and L.L.M. from the John Marshall Law School
where she presently serves as a member of its
Board of Trustees, Chairman of its significant
Audit/Budget Committee, as well as Chairman
of its foundation board. She also received an
executive M.B.A. from Lake Forest Graduate
School of Business in 1993. Characteristically,
Mary Ann gives back to the community, serving
on the board of the Women’s Bar Foundation,
the charitable arm of the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois; as a member of the board of
the Big Shoulders Fund of Chicago; a director
of the eleemosynary Dr. Scholl Foundation;
and a member of the Board of the Mexican
American Chamber of Commerce. Her professional associations read as a ‘what’s what’ in
the business world, including, The Conference
Board, The Economic Club of Chicago, The
Executive’s Club of Chicago, The Commercial
Club of Chicago, The Chicago Network, the
Chicago Club, to mention just a few.
She is also very active in the Italian legal
community. She is a leader and role model
in the Justinian Society of Lawyers, always
helping female lawyers of Italian ancestry as
a mentor, friend and supporter.
Mary Ann is married for the past 41 years to
attorney Jim Hynes, and they reside in Niles.
They are the parents of Christina Hynes Kline
and Nick, also an attorney, who like his mom
and dad, is a JMLS graduate.

A Trial Lawyers’ Lawyer
By: Leonard F. Amari
There is rarely a local election, bar association election or similar activity that requires
funding or the encouragement of participation
when Louis Cairo isn’t solicited for assistance
with that in mind. Whether it be a judicial race,
or an election in the Illinois or American Trial
Lawyers Association, the Illinois State Bar Association, or the Justinian Society of Lawyers,
anyone seeking a leg up in those organizations,
introductions, hosting a successful even or
funding, Louie is always the person to call.
Louis C. Cairo practices personal injury
law, and his experience includes representing
clients who suffered brain damages due to
traumatic brain injuries, multiple fractures,
paralysis, or wrongful death of a family member
or loved one. He has successfully tried cases
involving construction negligence, product liability, trucking accident fatalities, the Federal
Employer Liability Act, automobile accidents,
slip and falls and other types of catastrophic
injuries.
Cairo’s reputation is that of a trial lawyer’s
lawyer.
As Lou likes to tell the story, he was a fasttalking glib boy. He recalls that his mouth
probably got him into more trouble than it got
him out of trouble. Louie was quoted as saying,
“My mother and father always said, ‘Perhaps
you should use your biggest asset in life and
become a lawyer.’”
Catholic school educated at Santa Maria Del
Popolo grade school in Mundelein and Carmel
High School for Boys, he was later influenced
by the Jesuits, attending Marquette University
where he received his B.S. in Business in 1980,
and then Loyola University School of Law
where he graduated with honors in 1983.
Cairo chose plaintiff’s personal-injury law
because he’d rather represent the “little guy”
than the large corporation or insurance company. “My career has been spent being the
champion for the little guy, the underdog, the
David versus Goliath, so to speak,” he says.
“You are going up against some of the biggest
construction companies, the biggest insurance
companies, the best defense attorneys. It is us
against them, and them is usually a pretty big
company. You’re challenging somebody at
a completely different level. I would rather
represent the underdog. Countless times when
my cases have been resolved, my clients will
look at me with tears in their eyes and say,
‘Thank you for giving my family the financial
security we lost in this accident.’ That is very
rewarding.”
Lou began at the firm that now bears his name
on September 16, 1981 while in his second year
of law school at Loyola. He clerked at the firm
doing a myriad of duties, from delivery boy,
filing, law clerk, paralegal and researcher, until
he graduated and became an associate. In 1989
he became a partner and his name was added
to the firm’s name. Goldberg, Weisman, and
Cairo, Ltd. has since grown from 5 attorneys
and 7 employees in total, to 32 attorneys and
over 90 employees. Interestingly, he got the job

Lou Cairo stops by at the Justinian Headquarters.
From left: Leonard Amari, Lou Cairo, Katherine Amari,
William Raines, and Christina Mungai

Lou Cairo, the hunter

as a law clerk initially because he had experience
working as a carpenter for his father’s union
construction company throughout high school
and during college breaks. The law firm, then,
concentrated its practice on representing union
construction workers so his connection and experience to construction was a natural benefit to his
work at GWandC. Since becoming an attorney,
he has tried multiple cases in several states and
jurisdictions, primarily related to catastrophic
injuries and deaths involving workers involved
in construction related accidents and vehicular
collisions.
John G. Locallo, 1st vice president elect of the
Illinois State Bar Association says, “It is because
of the leadership and support of Justinians such
as my friend Louis Cairo and others that I will be
the seventh elected Italian-American president
of this 32,000 member lawyer organization in
the past 25 years.”
His father, Louis F. Cairo, immigrated from
Calabria, Italy in 1948 when he was 18 years
old. He came to this country with nothing more
than the shirt on his back, his mother, brother and
two sisters. They were very poor and settled on
Peoria Street in Chicago where his family had
relatives. They lived, like many Italian immigrants, with several families in one household,
everyone working, contributing and trying to
live the American dream.
Lou is married to the lovely Gloria and they
have three adult children, Deanna Marie, Louis
Anthony and Kristina Marie.
Another example of the best our community
has to offer.
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Law School
From a Parent’s Perspective

By: Lynn Taormina, a mother
The associate editor of your wonderful
newsletter, Katherine Amari, thought it
would make for interesting reading to
get the perspective of a parent of a law
student. So, here goes. I am very proud
of my daughter, Melissa Taormina, a 2L
of the John Marshall Law School.
She has always been very studious,
dedicated and attentive to details in
school and at work. This talent is serving
her well as a successful second year law
student.
She asks for my advice and opinion for a lot of things and I must
admit when she said that she wanted to go to law school, I said,” If that
is what you really want to do, but you must understand that you will
have to study very hard and keep up with the work load.”
Some people in Melissa’s life influenced her decision to further her
education and attend law school. Prior to attending John Marshall, Melissa worked for a few different law firms that practice in different types
of law. I think this kind of experience is a must for any person that is
considering a profession in law; it gives you more insight of what really
happens in the attorney’s world.
I am very proud that Melissa is doing well in school. At times, I see
that she is tired and would just like to relax for a while; but, she will still
push herself and make sure her assignments are completed. I always give
her encouragement and tell her that she can do it and not to give up. I
want to say that Melissa has really come a long way since she started
her journey at John Marshall Law School. Her success in law school is
in no small part a result of the Justinian Society (informal) mentoring
program, the hard working chairs, and terrific mentors. Melissa’s mentors
received mentoring from this program last year, and Melissa will provide
mentoring to the May (SCALES) and September 2010 admittees.
And my, how proud of her I am. I can remember as far back as elementary school. She always looked forward to attending school and
always completed her assignments so I think that this kind of behavior
molded Melissa to become studious, motivated, driven and attentive.
Before Melissa started law school, it seemed like she had more time
for family gatherings, going shopping with me and just in general for
herself, but I notice that this has changed and she devotes her time to
John Marshall and her assignments. Now, we understand a phrase we
heard often when she started: “The law is a jealous mistress.”
At times it seems like Melissa lives in a whirl wind, she is moving at
a very fast pace just in order to get everything finished. Besides being
Melissa’s mother, I also feel like I am her secretary – I make all of her
appointments, open her important mail and write letters.
I also want to mention that since Melissa completed the SCALES
program before entering law school. This also helped clear up some
uncertainties and helped her make her final decision to go forward and
study law. And now, as a mentor, she attends meetings and tells other
new law students what to expect and that going to law school requires
a commitment and one must keep focused.
Sometimes I change my routine. For example, when Melissa is studying, I will not vacuum or play the radio or television too loudly because
I do not want to disturb her quiet and quality time. Since I am the one
that purchases her textbooks, I see just how large the books are, which
means a lot of reading and remembering. We are grateful that Melissa
received one of The Justinian Society scholarships this year – every little
bit helps.
I am very pleased that Melissa chose the field of law as her profession.
Her father and I are very proud of all that she has accomplished. We are
grateful that JMLS gave her the chance to attend law school, and the
Justinian Society is helping her reach her goals. She will be the hard
working “ATTORNEY” that she has always hoped to be.
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Charles V. Romani Jr.
Judge, 3d Judicial Circuit

[Editor’s Note: This article, written by Pat Milhizer, originally appeared in the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin and is being reprinted here
with permission.]
A veteran of the Vietnam War, Charles V. Romani, Jr. knows the type of
problems troops can bring home with them.
“I was one of the lucky ones. I had some problems when I came back,
but it wasn’t anything I couldn’t deal with,” said Romani, a Madison
County circuit judge.
Next month, Romani will start up the 3d Judicial Circuit’s veterans
court that will handle veterans arrested for nonviolent offenses. The goal
is to help veterans avoid criminal convictions as long as they follow a
treatment program to deal with such matters as alcohol, drugs and mental
health problems.
“A lot of these veterans think it’s a sign of weakness to ask for help,
so they don’t. So they end up being arrested. So we’re going to try to
provide that help for them,” Romani said.
Romani, 61, has been the presiding judge of the Criminal Division in
Madison County for the past 15 years, handling all major felonies.
He grew up in downstate Greenville, where his father spent time as
a school administrator; and assistant superintendent and principal of a
high school.
Like most youngsters who have parents working in their school systems, Romani had only one option: to behave.
“I had to. I knew it would be twice as bad at home as it would be at
school,” Romani said. “So I had to watch myself.”
After graduating from Western Illinois University in 1969, Romani
joined the U.S. Army. In the service, he was part of the electronic surveillance branch in Vietnam and served near the demilitarized zone from
1970 to 1971.
When he got back from overseas, Romani went to St. Louis University
Law School on the G.I. Bill. He graduated in 1974.
His first job was with the state’s attorney’s office in Madison County.
In 1976, he was elected as a Democrat to be the state’s attorney of Bond
County in southwestern Illinois.
In 1983, Romani was appointed to an associate judgeship, and he was
elected a circuit judge in 1988.
“I could have joined a private law firm, but I enjoyed my state’s attorney’s work. There were a couple of judges that had become sort of
role models, and I thought I would like to be like them,” Romani said.
“I decided that if the opportunity arose, I would take that. And I stuck
with it. I never thought about leaving the bench,” Romani said.
The toughest part of the job for Romani is handling certain sentencing
matters in criminal court, especially reckless homicide cases involving
vehicles.
“You’ve got a death. On the other hand, you’ve got a person who you
know had no intent to kill anyone.” Romani said. “The ones that are the
hardest are when people are in the same car, they’re friends, they’ve
been friends all their life. One dies; one survives.
“You obviously have to balance the nature of the offense, what the
history is of the defendant. You’ve got to take into consideration the
victim, the victim’s family, what impact statement they might make at
sentencing…it’s one of those situations where everybody’s life has been
affected, including the defendant and his or her family,” Romani said.
On the bench, Romani said that he likes to maintain a low-key
style.
The veteran’s court, which is expected to open on March 18, is modeled after established courts in Buffalo, N.Y. and Tulsa, Okla.
The program will be similar to a drug court, and participants will have
to complete treatment programs and be monitored by court staff.
“I’ve been interested in this for a long time,” Romani said. “This is just
another way to try to help the ones coming through the criminal justice
system, to get them straightened out before they end up in prison.
“They sacrificed a lot to be a veteran. This is one way to help.” Romani
said.

Photo Stories

ISBA 2009 Mid-Year Meeting
Recognize all the faces? Many
are our friends at the ISBA, along
with Chief Justice of the Illinois
Supreme Court Thomas Fitzgerald and another with Supreme
Court Justice Lloyd A. Karmeier.
The final photograph shows a
traditional December breakfast
of almost all past presidents of
the Illinois State Bar Association.
Taken at the Mid-Year Meeting of
the Illinois State Bar Association
December, 2009.
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Photo Stories

Justice Thomas Kilbride, the next Chief Justice of
the Illinois Supreme Court, stops in at our Justinian
headquarters. He is pictured here with second Vice
President elect Katherine Amari O’Dell.

Justinian Members active in leadership roles with the very successful
Illinois State Bar Association/Mutual
Insurance Company.

Kent student and Locallo nephew, Carlos Vera, stops
in at our Justinian headquarters and poses with his
uncle, Past President, John Locallo.

President Elect, Cristina Mungai, joins a few of the
older Justinians, Len Amari and John Locallo, both
Past Presidents, along with second Vice President
Elect, Katherine Amari O’Dell and Justinian Society
Executive Secretary, Nina Albano Vidmer. They are
shown setting down preliminary plans for her year
at the helm.
Photo Left: Outstanding women, active at The John
Marshall Law School, left to right: Sherri Berendt,
Director of Alumni Affairs; Melinda Usalis; Dena
Elkhatib, President of the Student Bar Association;
Anita DeCarlo, 3rd Vice President; Katherine Amari
O'Dell, President of the Alumni Association Board;
and Jodie Tenerelli Needham, Assistant Dean for
Academic Services.

Members of the Executive Committee, Officers of the
ISBA, left to right, John Thies, John Locallo, Mark
Hassakis, John O’Brien, Jack Carey, and Irene Barr,
pictured with ISBA/MIC President, Jon DeMoss.

Jennifer L. Rosato, Dean of Northern Illinois University, College of Law, stops by to visit the Justinian
Headquarters. From left to right: Katherine Amari
O'Dell, John Locallo, and Dean Rosato.

All dues paying Justinians that serve as members of
the Board of Directors of the very successful Illinois
State Bar Association Mutual Insurance Company,
along with, General Counsel Joseph Marconi (center,
second row) and Jon DeMoss, President (seated,
extreme right.
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Professor Mark Wojcik recently attended a reception
with United States Justice, Anton Scalia.

Victor F. Ciardelli stops by the Justinian Headquarters.
From left to right: John Locallo, Victor Ciardelli, and
Leonard Amari.

Miscellanea
By: Leonard F. Amari
Ø Congratulations to
Dominick L. Lanzito upon
being elected shareholder
at Querrey & Harrow Ltd.
Lanzito concentrates his
practice in federal litigation, municipal liability
and general corporate matters.
Ø Mark E. Wojcik, professor at The
John Marshall Law
School, has been
elected chair of
the International
Law Section of
the Association
of American Law
Schools for 2010.
At John Marshall,
Wojcik teaches
international law
and other courses,
including international organizations and legal writing. He also is an adjunct
professor at the University of Lucerne Faculty
of Law in Switzerland and the Facultad Libre
de Derecho de Monterrey in Mexico.
Ø Antonio M. Romanucci (seated), a partner in the Chicago injury firm of Romanucci
& Blandin, LLC, congratulates students from
Loyola University Chicago School of Law, the
winning team in the American Association for
Justice (AAJ) Regional Mock Trial Championship held Saturday and Sunday (Feb. 27 and 28)
at the Daley Center in Chicago. Cook County
Judge Jamie Shapiro (right) served as a judge of
the case. The winning team will compete in the
finals in New Orleans March 18-21. Romanucci
& Blandin served as regional coordinator of the
event for 10 years.

Ø Congratulations to folks from our community upon being recognized as Senior Counsellors including our very own Hon. Moses W.
Harrison II, Salvatore M. La Gioia, Edgar P.
Petti, and Emil Vitucci. Of course, the Illinois
State Bar Association recognizes lawyers that
have been in the practice of law for 50 years.
This is, indeed, a significant group of contributing members of the profession, especially
our very own past Chief Justice of the Illinois
Supreme Court and the first Italian-American
on our state’s highest court, our pal “Mose.”

From left: 1st VP Cristina Mungai, Justice Harrison,
and Jessica DePinto

Ø Congratulations to folks from our community, our ethnic bar association and friends
upon being recognized by the Law Bulletin
Publishing Company with this year’s “40
Under Forty” recognition, including: Kenneth C. Apicella, Sandra Iorio-Power, Peter
Spingola, and Devon C. Bruce. They join other
prominent members from our community and
society in achieving this recognition as one of
the outstanding 40 lawyers for that particular
year under the age of 40. They join: Year 2000:
Renee Cipriano, Karen Conti, Robert Napleton,
and Past President John Sciacotta. Year 2001:
John Nisivaco. Year 2002: David Bonoma, Past
President Celia Gamrath, and Colleen Scimeca.
Year 2003: Past President Franco Coladipietro,
Greg Conforti, Anthony Masciopinto, and Anita
Ventrelli. Year 2004: Raymond Niro, Jr. Year
2005: Neville Bilimoria, Robert Gamrath, and
John Spesia. Year 2006: Peter Donati, Victoria
Donati, and Janet Garetto. Year 2007: Past
President Katherine Amari, Mark Galasso, and
Matthew Rundio. Year 2008: Stephen D’Amore
and John Storino.

Ø Congratulations to Past President Joseph
G. Bisceglia upon being named in the February
edition of Chicago magazine as one of the Top
100 Lawyers in the State of Illinois, according
to a balloting and survey conducted by the
publishers of Chicago magazine and Illinois
SuperLawyers.

From left to right: Yvonne Bruce, Rob and Celia
Gamrath, and Devon C. Bruce.

From left to right: Past President John Sciaccotta,
Judge Tim Evans, and Past President Joe Bisceglia.

Ø Professor Anthony S. Zito was honored
at a farewell luncheon at the Standard Club of
Chicago on November 24 after announcing his
retirement from The John Marshall Law School
faculty in August 2010.
Students from left: Jaclyn Polsinelli, Eva Sosnowska,
Kathleen Sullivan and Amber Battin. Seated is
Antonio M. Romanucci. Cook County Judge Jamie
Shapiro, right, standing.

Ø The offices of Garofalo & Thiersch, P.C.
have moved to 161 N. Clark St., Ste. 4700,
Chicago, IL 60601

Ø Richard M. Ruggiero has joined Bryce,
Downey & Lenkov LLC as a partner. He concentrates his practice in workers’ compensation
and general liability defense.

Ø Arnstein & Lehr LLP has promoted three
attorneys to partnership in the Chicago office.
The newly elevated partners are Jenifer H.
Caracciolo of the litigation, and labor and employment practice groups; Laura L. Marinelli
in the firm’s litigation practice, with a focus in
commercial, condominium and tort litigation;
and Tracey A. Salinski of the firm’s business
organizations, and transactions and health care
practice groups.
Ø Congratulations to Justinian member and
newsletter contributor Michael F. Bonamarte
IV, upon the marriage to the beautiful Julia Anne
Sawma, in Cincinnati, Ohio on Saturday, April
17th, 2010. We wish Michael and his new wife
every happiness in their future life together.
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Miscellanea, Continued
Ø Congratulations to Joseph R. Fortunato,
Jr., upon becoming a partner with the highly
respected firm of Momkus McCluskey, LLC
with offices at 1001 Warrenville Road in Lisle,
IL (630-434-0400). Besides being the husband
of longtime Justinian supporter Judge Linda
Davenport, DuPage County Circuit Court Judge,
and the father of two active Justinian lawyers,
Joe serves as counsel to Main Street Organization of Realtors, and is a former president of the
highly respected Illinois Real Estate Lawyers
Association as well as being a former chair of
the Illinois State Bar Association Real Estate
Section Counsel.

Ø Congratulations to Richard F. Pellegrino,
a trial lawyer in Chicago for more than 30
years, on joining Romanucci & Blandin, LLC,
of Counsel.
Romanucci & Blandin concentrates its
practice in catastrophic personal injury law
including traumatic brain injuries, wrongful
death, and workers’ compensation.

From left: Joe Power Jr., Moses Harrison,
Larry Rogers, Sr., and Past President Joe Locallo Jr.

Ø Congratulations to three outstanding giants
from our legal community upon being successfully reelected to the Appellate Court from their
various districts, Justice Ann Jorgenson and
Mary Seminara-Schostok, Second District,
and Aurelia Pucinski.

Ø Congratulations to Marianne Raimondi
Cohen and her husband Marty. They are expecting their first child in July. Also, congratulations
to Marianne on her new job at Ulta Cosmetics.

Joe Fortunato, second from right, with his wife Judge
Linda Davenport and children.

Ø Congratulations to Matt Kellam and his
associates at the John Marshall Law School
upon their successful Moot Court success on
a national basis in Houston, Texas. Matt, of
course, is the chairman of our Justinian Society
Mentoring Program.

Back row, left to right: Professor Ardath Hamann,
Dean John Corkery, Judge James Shapiro. Front
row, left to right: Jeremy Macklin, Whitney Hutchinson, and Matt Kellam.

Ø Congratulations to personal injury lawyer
Larry R. Rogers, a friend of our society and
a founding partner in Power, Rogers & Smith
P.C., who was honored with the Chicago Bar
Association’s 2010 Earl Burrus Dickerson
Award during a luncheon on Feb. 24 at the
Standard Club, 320 S. Plymouth Court. The
award, which is presented in memory of
Dickerson, one of the first African-American
members of the CBA, recognizes outstanding
minority lawyers and judges.
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From left: Antonio M. Romanucci, Richard F. Pellegrino, and Stephan D. Blandin.

From left: Celia Gamrath, Joe Bisceglia, Steve Anderson, and Mary Seminara-Schostok.

Ø Katherine Amari O'Dell, the president
of the John Marshall Law School Alumni Association Board, photographed with her father,
Leonard F. Amari, president of the John Marshall Law School Board of Trustees, at the 166th
commencement ceremonies at the law school
held on January 17, 2010. Both are associated
with the real estate tax reduction law firm of
Amari & Locallo. The Amari family is life-long
residents of the Sauganash community.

Katherine Amari O'Dell and Leonard Amari

Marianne Raimondi Cohen and Past President
Mauro Glorioso.

Ø Congratulations to Dion U. Davi, whose
children, twins Tia and Nico, turn 2 on April
27th.

Ø Prominent folks from our community,
especially members of our wonderful Justinian
Society, are being honored by the order Sons
of Italy in America, Grand Lodge of Illinois
and Wisconsin, with its prestigious Leonardo
da Vinci Award at its Award of Excellence
Ceremony on May 2nd, 2010, at the Rosemont
Holiday Inn Express, in Rosemont, IL. Included
are Honorable Peter Silvestri, Cook County
Commissioner and Elmwood Park Village
President, with the Government Award, along
with his excellency, Alessandro Motta, consul
general of Italy; and past Justinian president,
Thomas Battista, prominent attorney with
Rock Fusco, with its Law Award.

Ø Congratulations to Frank Cerrone,
president of the Pan American Bank, upon the
opening of its most recent location, at 1440
W. North Avenue, Melrose Park, IL. The Pan
American Bank has become, with the leadership
of Frank Cerrone, and the Board involvement
of folks from our community such as Alderman
Bob Fioretti, President of Inland Real Estate
Tony Casaccio, Rich Pellegrino, and others,
one of the major players in the Chicago banking
community. In addition to the new location in
Melrose Park, Pan American Bank has locations
in Bellwood and on Cermak Road and Pulaski
Road in Chicago. Don’t hesitate to contact Frank
for your banking needs at (773) 254-9700. Rarely
is there an event, social function, or political
activity that Frank Cerrone and his bank have
not supported. For example, Frank Cerrone is
the most recent edition to the Italian American
Political Coalition along with Tony Casaccio.

From left: JCCIA President Joanne Serpico, Justinian
Past President Tony Romanucci, Italian Consul General Alessandro Motta and his lovely wife Sandrine.

Ø Congratulations to newsletter contributor
and outstanding legal and community leader,
Dion U. Davi, who will be installed as President of the DuPage County Justinian Society
of Lawyers at its 32nd Annual Installation of
Officers and Scholarship Dinner on Thursday,
May 27, 2010. The event is being held at the
Grotto, 3011 Butterfield Road, Oak Brook, Illinois, 60523. Save the date and we should all
do what we can to support young Dion and this
Justinian Event.
Ø The Board of Directors and Fellow Officers of the Illinois Bar Foundation proudly
announce that our beloved late brother, Ralph
Gabric, is posthumously being recognized by
the DuPage County Fellows Chapter of the IBF
with the DuPage County “Beacon of the Profession” Honorary Fellows Award on April 23rd,
2010, at Maggiano’s Little Italy in Naperville.
Also being honored is the highly respected and
esteemed Judge William Bauer.

From left: Mike Favia, Fred Serpe, and Frank Cerrone at a recent Justinian event.

Ø Congratulations to Robert J. Trocchio,
businessman and general contractor, upon
being sworn as this year’s president of the
highly respected Columbian Club of Chicago.
He follows a prominent member of our legal
community and our Justinian Society, Robert
Silvestri, in this role. He will also be followed
by past Justinian president, Joseph F. Locallo
who presently serves as President Elect. Officers that follow thereafter are Peter A. Volpe,
secretary; John L. Ferrentino, treasurer, and
Michael A. Pontarelli, sergeant-at-arms.
Ø Congratulations to Past Justinian president,
Sam Tornatore, Justinians Judge Nicholas
T. Pomaro and Mary Ann (Iantorno) Hynes
upon being the recipients of the esteemed Distinguished Service Award of The John Marshall
Law School. The Awards were presented at the
Annual Alumni Association Luncheon at the
Chicago Palmer House on April 30th, 2010.
Of course, Tornatore, Pomaro, and Hynes are
true giants of not only the Italian-American
community, but also great contributors to The
John Marshall Law School and, certainly, our
Justinian Society of Italian Lawyers. We congratulate them on behalf of the Justinians.

Miscellanea, Continued
Ø Congratulations to Judge Cheryl Cesario
upon her recognition with the prestigious “Spirit
of John Marshall Award” presented to her on
April 9 at a joint meeting of The John Marshall
Law School Alumni Board and Board of Trustees. Judge Cesario is recognized with this award
for her wonderful work in being president of The
JMLS Alumni Association Board 2008-2009.
During her term at the helm, she brought this
board into the 21st century with fundraising
and activities. She is highly respected, truly
beloved, and a worthy recipient of the JMLS
Spirit Award.

At a recent JMLS event; all pictured are JMLS graduates. From left standing: Celia Gamrath, Katherine
Amari O'Dell, Vito and Anita DeCarlo. Seated: Joe
Cataldo, Cheryl Cesario, and Board of Trustees
President Leonard Amari.

Ø Congratulations to Paula Holderman upon
being elected the 3rd Vice President of the Illinois State Bar Association. She will ascend to
the position of presidency in 2013.

From left: Jon DeMoss, Paula Holderman, and James
Morici.

Ø Congratulations to George L. Schoenbeck
and his wife Carolina, daughter of Justinian
Gioacchino “Jack” Prato, on the birth of their
first child, Leonardo Vincenzo Schoenbeck.
Leonardo was born on Wednesday, March 24,
2010. He was 20.5 inches in length and weighed
7 lbs and 7 oz.

The late Ralph Gabric, Leonard Amari, Cheryl Niro,
and the late Larry Pusateri, all past ISBA presidents.
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Miscellanea, Continued
Ø Congratulations to Bob Craghead upon
receiving the Liberty Bell Award from the
DuPage County Bar Association.

Bob Craghead and his lovely wife, Fran.

Verdicts & Settlements
By: Michael F. Bonamarte
Ø Congratulations to
Romanucci
and Blandin.
After a week
of trial in front
of Judge Donald O’Brien,
a urologist
tendered his
$1-million insurance policy
on January 20, 2010, to settle a wrongful death
case with the family of a deceased man arising
out of the physician’s failure to timely diagnose
bladder cancer. In Russell v. Norris, M.D. and
Northwest Suburban Urologists, Ltd. (Case no.
06 L 3887), Carmen Russell and Daniel Russell,
Jr., the wife and son of Daniel Russell, reached a
settlement with Jeffery Norris, M.D. and Northwest Suburban Urologists, Ltd. Attorney for the
plantiffs was Stephan D. Blandin, of Romanucci
& Blandin, LLC. In late 2002, Daniel Russell
was referred to Dr. Jeffery Norris of Northwest
Suburban Urologists, seeking a second opinion
regarding his complaints of urinary difficulties,
including microscopic hematuria, flank pain,
dysuria, and nocturia. Dr. Norris advised Russell
that his issues were behavioral, that he needed
to relax his sphincter, and that he had no risk to
his upper or lower urinary tracts. Dr. Norris did
not perform a cystoscopy, or any other procedure
to rule out bladder cancer, despite Russell's presentation of early symptoms of bladder cancer.
In early 2004, Russell was again referred to
Dr. Norris. Dr. Norris performed a cystoscopy
that confirmed the presence of a tumor which
was discovered to be late stage muscle invasive
bladder cancer. Daniel Russell died in April of
2006 as a result of his cancer, leaving his wife
and a minor son.
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Ø Congratulations to Joseph Marconi and
Victor Pioli of Johnson & Bell who obtained a
not guilty verdict in defense of their client. On
October 6, 2000, Plaintiff, Oak Brook Bank,
made a $19.5 million loan to Jeff Grossman and
Donald Grauer for the refinance of property and
construction of a high-rise condominium at 60
West Erie Street. Oak Brook Bank retained the
law firm of Crowley, Barrett & Karaba to document and close the loan. Prior to closing, it was
revealed that several items that were required for
the loan would not be available prior to closing,
including appropriate zoning approvals, final
plans and specifications, and a contract with
a general contractor. As a result, the loan was
structured to allow for an initial disbursement
of $4.5 million to refinance the property without
the fulfillment of the conditions and subsequent
disbursements would only be allowed once
the conditions were satisfied. The zoning for
the building contemplated in the bank’s loan
approval was never obtained. Grossman and
Grauer were indicted for bank fraud. Oak Brook
Bank had loaned $17.5 million on the loan
despite the fact that the conditions were not all
fulfilled and the construction project was not near
completion. The construction of a building at
60 West Erie was eventually completed but Oak
Brook Bank sustained $17.5 million in losses.
Oak Brook Bank sued its lawyers, Crowley,
Barrett & Karaba, claiming negligence in the
drafting of the Construction Loan Agreement
and closing the 60 West Erie loan. Specifically,
Oak Brook Bank claimed that Crowley Barrett &
Karaba had failed to adequately advise it that the
originally proposed building could not be built
under the applicable zoning laws and that had
it been so advised it would never have closed
the loan and sustained the losses it did. The
bank also claimed that the Construction Loan
Agreement did not adequately protect it against
the subsequent draws that it made. Crowley,
Barrett & Karaba defended claiming that the
Construction Loan Agreement did protect the
bank and that if the bank had simply followed
the agreement it would not have sustained its
losses. The law firm also claimed that the
bank was advised of the status of the zoning of
the property and chose to go forward with the
loan anyway. Prior to trial, the Court granted
Crowley, Barrett & Karaba’s motion for partial
summary judgment that sought to limit the bank’s
damages to the first draw on the loan (or $4.5
million). The basis for the motion was that the
bank had failed to present any expert testimony
that Crowley Barrett & Karaba breached the
standard of care in relation to the subsequent
draws. A three-week trial regarding liability
for the first draw ensued. The bank claimed
that the law firm had failed to properly advise
regarding the zoning for the proposed building
and that certain conditions would be waived
for the first draw. The law firm countered that
it did advise the bank properly and that bank
knowingly went forward with the transaction.
The jury returned a verdict of not guilty.

Ø Congratulations to Past President Jim
Morici of Morici, Figlioli & Associates (a 100%
Justinian firm) on successfully concluding an underinsured wrongful death matter for $1.2M. The
22 year old deceased male was killed when the
car in which he was a passenger left the roadway
at a high speed, flipped over and came to rest in
a forest preserve. The victim died instantly of a
broken neck and other injuries. The underlying
matter was settled with the driver for his 250k
policy and proceeded against the UIM carrier of
the decedent’s parents. The victim was survived
by his parents and two adult half-siblings. The
Hon. Stuart A. Nudelman acted as the mediator.
Ø Congratulations to Michael Malatesta
of Apicella and Malatesta. He received a not
guilty verdict in defense of his client who was
accused of failing to maintain the premises
at a night club. The plaintiff alleged that she
slipped and fell when attending a bachelorette
party. Michael successfully defended the claim
by arguing that the spill on the floor was open
and obvious and that the plaintiff’s intoxication
caused or contributed to her fall.
Ø Congratulations to Mark Mordini of Mordini & Schwartz on a recent not guilty verdict
on behalf of his client. Mark defended his client
against allegations that his client while driving a
truck rear ended an airport shuttle bus in which
the plaintiff was riding. The plaintiff suffered
permanent TMJ injuries that will necessitate
future jaw replacement surgery. Mark argued
that the accident occurred because the shuttle
bus made a sudden stop after being cut off by
a car.
Ø Congratulations to Joseph Spitzerri and
Christopher Carlos of Johnson & Bell. They
successfully defended their client against allegations that their client violated the Americans with
Disabilities Act by refusing to permit the plaintiff
to return to work following a medical leave of
absence. The defense argued that the plaintiff
was not capable of performing the essential
functions of the job with or without reasonable
accommodations for his medical restrictions.
The jury returned a not guilty verdict.
Ø Congratulations to Gregory V. Ginex (son
of Judge Ginex), and Nicholas A. Riewer, both
of Bollinger, Ruberry, & Garvey, on a recent
medical malpractice not guilty verdict on behalf
of their client.

Obituaries:
> Amoroso, Mildred
Mildred Amoroso, nee Cannizzaro, beloved wife of the late Ventu Amoroso,
loving mother of Pantaleo M.D. (Mary),
Angelo (Charlene) Amoroso, and member
Jim Serritella’s late wife, Ruby.
> Bright, Ronald S.
We extend the sympathy of our Justinian
Family to Janet Sosin, our dear friend at
the Illinois State Bar Association, upon
the death of her brother Ronald S. Bright
in January.
> Conforti-Andrews, Dottie
Our condolences to the family of Justinian Greg Conforti upon the passing of
his mother, Dottie Conforti-Andrews, in
mid-February.
> Di Maggio, Rosemary
Our sympathies are extended to Justinian member Debra Di Maggio upon
the death of her mother, Rosemary Di
Maggio, nee Dato, age 78, who passed
in mid-February.
> Fecarotta, Claudia E.
Our condolences to our friend, Judge
Thomas P. Fecarotta, Jr., upon the death
of his beloved wife, Claudia E. Fecarotta,
nee Connolly. Mother of Lauren and
Thomas and daughter of Michael Joseph and Marjorie Connolly. Sister of
Maureen, John (Vera), Barbara, Steven
(Barb), Michael (Lil), Kevin (Debbie),
William (Mary) and Sarah Connolly,
Eileen (Dorin) Fera, and Julie (James)
Krogmeier.
> Felice, John
Our condolences to Richard D. Felice,
past president of the DuPage County
Bar Association and DuPage Justinian
Chapter, and a member of the Board of
Governors of the Illinois State Bar Association from DuPage County, upon
the passing of his father John Felice on
February 8th, 2010.
> Fichera, Tom
Our condolences to longtime Justinian
Dominic Fichera, upon the passing of
his brother, Tom Fichera. Tom was one
of the really good guys. A sojourner with
us to our last (and only) Sicily trip some

years back. He is in our morning prayers
and will be missed.
> Galasso, Joyce
Our condolences to the Galasso family,
especially Mike Galasso, upon the passing
of his wife at far too young an age. Joyce
Arlene Galasso, nee Stebel, passed in
mid-January. Beloved wife of the Honorable Judge Michael and loving mother of
Mark (Denise), Keri, and Kristen (David)
Pellicane. Cherished grandmother of
Vincent, Robert, Angela and Danielle
Galasso, Cory, Alexis, Daniella and Kylie
Brown, and Jacob Pellicane; dear cousin
to Philip (Sylvia) Smith, Gail Morris, and
Phyllis (Frank) Sopicki.
> Graczyk, Helen T.
Our condolences to the family of Past
President Michael Favia and his wife Pat,
upon the passing of her mother at age 77,
Helen T. Graczyk, nee Ewanski.
> Haig, William W.
Those who attended DePaul Academy or
the University in the 1950s and 60s, and
those who lived in or around the 47th
Ward, knew “Billy” Haig, an outstanding
basketball player at the Academy and,
later, a tournament-competitive DePaul
University team. A lifelong teacher at
Lakeview High School, Bill was 71 and
leaves his wife of 48 years, Josette, and
children Christopher (Janet), Anthony
(Riikka), and two grandchildren.
> Krein, Nancy
Nancy Krein, nee Garofalo, passed away
at the age of 79. She was the beloved
mother of Past President Leo DeFranco
and his brother Samuel. Beloved wife of
the late Donald Krein, and the late Leo
DeFranco, and devoted mother of Leonard
DeFranco and Samuel (Susan) DeFranco.
Loving daughter of the late Samuel and
the late Katherine, nee Giammarese,
Garofalo. Fond grandmother of Leonard
Jr. and Angela DeFranco.
> LaPietra, Mildred
Our condolences to Past President John
Sciaccotta upon the death of his beloved
aunt, Millie LaPietra, nee Imparato.
> Lavelle, Michael E., Sr.
The entire Illinois legal community lost a
friend and a tremendous resource upon the

death of Mike Lavelle. Only in his late 60s,
Mike, a John Marshall Law School graduate, succumbed at too early an age. We
extend our heartfelt sympathies to Mike’s
children and to the Lavelle family.
> Lisuzzo, Theresa
Our condolences to the family of the
Honorable Joseph J. Urso upon the passing of his mother-in-law, Teresa Lisuzzo,
nee Catanese.
> Mazzolin, Gildo
Our condolences to Amy Mazzolin and the
Mazzolin family upon the death of Gildo
Mazzolin, a giant in the Illinois business
community and the Italian-American
community. Gil was 92 years old and
passed on January 21st, 2010.
> Pecoraro, Joseph P.
Our condolences to Giacomo Pecoraro,
upon the death of his father, Joseph P.
Pecoraro, after a four year long and courageous battle with Parkinson’s Disease.
He left us at the age of 84 on January
20th, 2010.
> Petrungaro, Angeline M.
Angeline M. Petrungaro, nee Sterioti,
beloved wife of the late Joseph, devoted
mother of Roseanne (Honorable William)
Pileggi and Joseph Petrungaro.
> Radman, Franjo
We extend our condolences to the family
of Justinian Vesna Loncar Marusic and her
family upon the death of her grandfather,
Franjo Radman, age 82.
> Rodich, Lucille
Our condolences to Past President Bruno
Tassone and the Tassone family, upon the
demise of his sister Lucille Rodich, nee
Tassone, in late December of 2009.
> Taormina, Domenico
We extend our sympathies to Justinian
Chapter member Melissa Taormina upon
the death of her grandfather Domenico
Taormina, age 93, formerly of Borghetto,
Palermo, Sicily.
> Zima, Gary D.
Our condolences to the family of Gary D.
Zima, managing partner of Roddy, Leahy,
Guill & Zima LTD. Loving husband of
Donna and dear father of Lauren, Christina and Jonathan.
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