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President's Message
By: Gregg Garofalo
I was told by so
many past presidents that my year
as president would
fly by and they
were all absolutely
right! As I wind
down my presidency, I want to
thank everyone
that has supported
me over the past 18
months especially
all of the help and advice from Past President
Katherine Amari. I also want to thank my fellow
officers, my board members and Nina Vidmer
who have helped make this year a great year.
With this being my last newsletter article
as president, I extend my thanks to the great
newsletter staff and the Editor Leonard Amari.
While I know that Leonard is like a godfather
to so many young Justinians, I have been one
of the lucky ones to have known Leonard since
I was a “young boy only so tall” (these are
Leonard’s words). Leonard was inspirational
and instrumental in helping me follow my
dream of being a lawyer, and he has always
been and always will be a colleague, mentor,
and dear friend.
I have been honored to serve as president,
and I hope my fellow Justinians have enjoyed
and will continue to enjoy the last few months
of my term.
At the beginning of my term, my goal was
to try to rekindle the Justinian flame and get
young people involved. My plan to accomplish
my goals was to try new dinner meeting venues
and provide the members with some additional
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membership benefits.
I started this goal by trying many new
venues, including, the Renaissance Hotel for
our Installation and Awards Dinner. I want to
thank Antonio Romanucci for doing an excellent job emceeing a wonderful evening. With
over 400 people in attendance to honor Award
of Excellence Recipient Franco Coladipietro,
Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient Dominic DiFrisco, and Presidential Award Recipients
Richard B. Caifano, Honorable Gloria G. Coco,
Honorable Bruno J. Tassone and Salvatore J.
Tornatore, Antonio was able to keep the program
on track and entertaining. After the dinner, many
of my fellow Justinians retired to the after-hours
party where the celebration continued well into
the evening.
Following the Installation and Awards Dinner, we wanted to keep the momentum going
with the Scholarship Dinner at Petterino’s in the
loop. The dinner location was ideal for so many
and the turnout was fantastic! Our Scholarship
Committee led by Co-Chairs, Sam Tornatore
and Anthony Farace did an exceptional job
reviewing all of the scholarship qualified applicants. This year we awarded over $40,000
(with matching gifts from the law schools).
Each and every year we are fortunate enough to
have our annual Phillips, Morici and Garofalo
scholarships, but I also want to thank all those
members that donate each year either directly
or through their participation in our golf outing! Our Past President’s Dinner is always so
well attended and this year was no exception
with the upstairs room at Quartino’s filling up
in recognition of all of our -past presidents’
service to the Society.
The Joint Chapter Meeting brought another
new venue, Hugo’s Frog Bar in Des Plains at
the Rivers Casino. With over 75 people in at-
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Letters to the Editor
By: Katherine Amari O'Dell

President Gregg Garofalo and fiancé,
Rebekah Williams

tendance, the night was full of good food and
good friendships. From the dinner, many of
the members continued the fun out on the floor
of the casino, some were lucky and some just
had fun!
This year’s bocce tournament in February
started out a little shaky but ended up wonderfully. Due to a misunderstanding between
Mazzini Verde and myself, Mazzini Verde
was closed but for a member present doing
some cleanup. When I arrived at 5:45 p.m.,
I found Vince Vidmer, our Bocce Chairman
for the evening and Board Member Gina
Rossi already present assessing the situation.
Vince wasted no time jumping into action.
He arranged for dinner to be catered by Da
Luciano (including two gluten-free dinners for
two of our members), he arranged Mazzini
Verde to send over bartenders to open the bar
and Leonard DeFranco picked up cannoli for
our deserts. By 7:30 p.m., we were eating,
playing bocce ball and drinking wine. As Past
President Len DeFranco said, “when life gives
the Justinians lemons, we make lemonade”.
While only 27 members RSVP’d, we had
45 people in attendance and there were no
complaints. So an extra special thank you to
Vince Vidmer!
Still to come is our Children’s Endowment Fund Dinner at Luxbar, the Officer
Nomination Dinner back at 437 Rush and then
we finish up my year at Gibsons Steakhouse
where it all began! Also still to come will be
some additional member benefits.
From the outstanding attendance and
support at my installation dinner to my engagement to my beautiful fiancé, Rebekah
Williams, to all the great dinner meetings
with my Justinian Family, this past year has
truly been one that I will never forget. As this
year winds down, I remember how lucky I
am to have lead such an outstanding group
of lawyers and how I will always be so proud
to say that I was president of the Justinian
Society of Lawyers. Thank you.
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Leonard:
It arrived today, and is exceptional
as always. I especially appreciated your
tribute to Larry Ferolie.
He was a great man and a great friend.
Truly one of a kind.
Larry always invited me to the
Winnebago Clambake until I retired.
Carry on!
- Steve Anderson
(Former media relations director,
Illinois State Bar Association)
My Fellow Justinians,
Thank you all for the kind and dear
memorial placed in the Fall 2012
newsletter. As you all know, my father
was very proud to be Italian and a
Justinian.
- Albert Ferolie
Dear Mrs. O’Dell,
Please accept my congratulations
as you celebrate the 93rd anniversary
of your publication “Justinian Society
Newsletter.”
Your community is better for the
service you provide it. Bringing a
publication such as yours is done only
by overcoming great challenges – and
by possessing a great commitment to
the mission.
Because of your commitment, your
community maintains its heritage and,
there, its identity. The value of your
service simply cannot be estimated
except to describe it as immense and
vital.
In serving your audience you
strengthen our entire community. I
honor your service and wish you all the
best for a long and productive future.
- Maria Pappas
Cook County Treasurer

Dear Katherine,
Thank you for sending me a copy of
the 2012 Justinian Society of Lawyers
fall newsletter. Both Anne and I were
gratified to be featured in such a highly
valued publication.
As one of the largest ethnic bar
associations in America, the Justinian
Society’s influence within the legal
profession is paramount. I applaud
your eﬀorts to support ItalianAmerican jurists while also working
to ensure the enduring respect of the
justice system.
Thank you again for the newsletter
and best of luck as you continue
your mission of fostering both
professionalism and collegiality among
your members.
- Alderman Edward M. Burke

Alderman Ed Burke with JMLS Professor Mark
Wojcik and Justice Ann Burke

Letters, continued from page 2

Dear Katherine,
I really enjoyed reading the
newsletter, not only because of the
fishing article, but also because it
was interesting to see the prominent
role played in the Justinian Society by
so many of Charlie’s and my “fishing
buddies.” Thanks for sending it. My
best to Leonard.
- John R. Sagan (Partner, Mayer Brown)

Justinian
News
Installation Dinner Report

By: Robin Iori
On September 12, the 2012 installation and
awards dinner for the Justinian Society of Chicago honored several highly regarded, dedicated
professionals who have given selflessly of their
time and talent to the Italian American community here. Held at the Chicago Renaissance
Hotel for the first time, Antonio M. Romanucci,
of Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, served as emDear Leonard,
cee and chair for the dinner at which Gregg A.
Garofalo, managing attorney of Garofalo Law
We wish to thank you and the
Group, was sworn in as president of the 2012members of the wonderful Justinian
2013 year.
Society for remembering Frank.
Honorees included Franco A. Coladipietro,
a partner with Amari-Locallo and an Illinois
- Delores Petro & Family
State Representative from the 45th District, who
received the Award of Excellence, and Dominic DiFrisco, a senior consultant at the global
public relations firm, Edelman, who received
the Lifetime Achievement Award
Coladipietro has made significant contributions
to both his professional and local community.
He served as chair of the Young Lawyers Division of the ISBA and helped to create the
Children’s Assistance Fund to raise money for
children’s waiting rooms in courthouses and
other children’s services throughout Illinois.
Among the many honors he has received is
being named a Top Forty Lawyers under Forty
Sam LaSusa, Dominic Fichera and Frank Petro. and ISBA Young Lawyer of the Year as well as
serving on the ISBA Board of Governors and
several other community organizations. He is
completing his third term in the Illinois House
Katherine,
of Representatives.
DiFrisco is one of the most revered voices
The Fall 2012 edition of the Justinian
of the Chicago-area Italian-American comNewsletter looks great, as always!
munity. He also has received numerous awards
It’s the best way to keep informed of
and served as a member of the Illinois Human
developments in the Italian-American
Relations Commission, chair of Our Lady of
Pompeii Shrine and a founding member of the
legal community.
Italian American Human Relations Foundation.
- Mike Cabonargi
DiFrisco is Antonio Romanucci’s Godfather,
which made his introduction a special moment
for both men. DiFrisco grew up in New York
and began his career in public relations at Alitlia,
eventually coming to Chicago with the airline.
Â Anyone wishing to share inforHe is also well known as the longtime announcer
for Chicago’s Columbus Day parade and is a
mation with their fellow Justinians is
commendatore of the republic of Italy.
encouraged to contact Newsletter AssoIn addition to Coladipietro and DiFrisco, four
ciate Editor Katherine Amari at our Jusvery deserving individuals were given Presidential Services awards by incoming President
tinian headquarters address: 734 North
Garofalo. They were Richard Caifano, the
Wells Street, Chicago, IL 60654; phone
Honorable Gloria Coco, the Honorable Bruno
J. Tassone and Salvator Tornatore. President
(312)255-8550; fax (312)255-8551; kaa@
Garofalo noted that each recipient had demonamari-locallo.com.
strated “a relentless dedication to the Justinian
Society.”
In addition to President Garofalo, the other
officers for the 2012-2013 year were installed.
They are Judge Robert W. Bertucci, First Vice
President; Anita M. DeCarlo, Second Vice
President; Jessica DePinto, Third Vice President;
Frank A. Sommario, Treasurer; and Michael

Bonamarte, Secretary.
This year’s event brought many changes to
this grand event including a new venue, new
seating, a change in the cocktail hour, and new
entertainment. Despite all of the changes, emcee Romanucci kept the proceedings moving
forward and on schedule. In fact, the evening
ended only four minutes late, an accomplishment
considering so many worthy recognitions were
on the agenda for the Justinians that evening.

[Editor’s Note: Robin Iori is a dedicated and very
talented professional in the public relations field.
Introduced to us by past Award of Merit recipient
and Career Justinian, Carla Micholetti, general
counsel for Leo Burnett company. Robin is interviewing to work for major Chicago law firms and
similar entities. Please keep her in mind for your,
and your clients’ P.R. needs].

The New Oﬃcers

Franco Coladipietro & Antonio Romanucci

Gregg Garofalo & Dominic DiFrisco
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Scholarship Dinner Report
By: Anthony V. Casaccio
One of the truly great benefits of being affiliated
with the Justinian Society is the opportunity for
law school scholarships and the continuing efforts
of everyone involved, specifically, the Justinian
Scholarship Committee, the participating law
schools, as well as the individual scholarship
contributors. In addition to the members’ contributions as part of the dues to the scholarship
fund, there are a few generous individuals who
deserve special recognition: the late Anthony
Rosinia, the Battista Family, the Morici & LoBello Families, Louis & Gloria Cairo, John G.
Phillips, the Storino Family, the Garofalo Family,
and the partner’s at Amari & Locallo.
The Justinian Society’s Annual Scholarship
Dinner was held at Petterino’s on October 18th.
This year, the Society awarded an astounding
$51,500 in scholarship funds to thirteen well
deserved students. Over the years, the purpose
of the scholarship fund has not changed which is
to provide young Italian-American law students
with an opportunity to offset the ever increasing
costs associated with attending law school. Historically the awarding of scholarships is based,
equally, on scholarship and need.
The night began with a somewhat “joint”
cocktail hour. In one room, Justinian’s of all ages
conversed with familiar and some unfamiliar
faces. In the adjoining room, many of us were
able to attend past president, longtime Justinian,
and recently elected Judge, Lisa Marino for an
informal reception on her behalf.
Per usual, the night progressed without a glitch;
Scholarship Fund co-chair Anthony Farace
distributed the various awards while the fund’s
trustee Sam Tornatorre emcee’d the event. Sam,
newly elected DuPage County Commissioner,
delivered not only a heartfelt speech about how
important the Society has been for his legal
career and his life but he also touched upon the
foundation of the Justinian Scholarship Fund as
well.
Over the years, as the society grew and its
members became more successful, the amount
of annual scholarship funds increased significantly from roughly $500 per year to a whopping
$51,500 this year. For example, in the late 1960s
early 1970s, the society, through the generosity of the late James S. Montana Sr., only one
$500 scholarship was awarded annually. It was
during the term of beloved past president Jack
Cerone (circa 1978) that a funding drive took
place to create a large pool of endorsed funds
with voluntary contributions from members,
so as to award much greater dollars to needy
and deserving Illinois law students, named by
the esteemed retired Judge Frank Siracusa, the
“Honore Legge Scholarship fund.” Requests
for contributions are highlighted in all Society
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Past Presidents
Dinner Report
By: Bill Davy

Anita DeCarlo, treasurer; Michael Bonamarte, secretary; Gregg Garofalo, president;
Judge Bob Bertucci, 1st VP; Frank Sommario,
treasurer
Newsletters. With the rapid growth in available
scholarship funds, a uniform application process
was instituted amongst the society and participating law schools thanks to the leadership of
Dick Caifano, Anthony Farace, Sam Tornatore
and others over the years. As such, this process
required the fulfillment of three criteria in order
to be eligible for a scholarship: Italian heritage,
Scholarship, and financial need, these criteria
remain in place today.
As we all know, money alone does not solve
all of life’s issues. In addition to the application
criteria, these scholarships are given beyond
the scope of just need, they are given with the
intent that the sense of “family” that the Society
provides will live on with each of these scholarship recipients.
This year, thirteen students from four Illinois
Law School’s: John Marshall, Kent, DePaul,
Loyola University, and Northern Illinois received a scholarship. These thirteen scholarship
recipients include: Frank Battaglia, Leonard
Cannata, Christopher McCleary, Vince Oppedisano, Daniel Pellegrino, Nicole Petrarca, Ryan
Schaefges, and Lisa Sterba from John Marshall;
Christina Mermigas from DePaul; Samuel Castree from Kent, Christina Cecchini and Steven
Monalto from Loyola and Matt Panichi from
Northern Illinois.
In addition to the scholarship recipients, in
attendance were many of our distinguished pastpresidents, newly admitted attorneys, as well as
an impressive turnout from many young law
students. The room at this year’s event was filled
with so many special attendees. Unfortunately
my assigned word count for this article cannot
contain the entire list of the notable yet heavily
“vowel saturated” names.
For those of you unable to attend the Justinian Scholarship Dinner this year, you missed a
spectacular event. The Annual Scholarship Dinner it is truly a special event and one that I hope
will continue on for many years to come.

President Gregg Garofalo is quickly becoming known as the president who intends
to shake things up a bit, or perhaps modernize
our beloved society in an attempt to spur new
membership and involvement. As much as
we appreciate and applaud his efforts to bring
some change (I know I certainly do), we also
applaud the respect that every member of the
Justinian Society has for its history and its
past presidents. This is why each year the
Justinian Society hosts its Past Presidents
Dinner.
This year’s past presidents’ dinner was
held once again at Quartino Restaurant in
the river north neighborhood on November
14, 2012. The meeting was well attended
and by students, young professionals, practicing attorneys, judges, and of course a
number of past presidents. We continue to
see an increase in new faces, both lawyers,
especially younger attorneys, and new law
students. Our society is clearly recognized as
one of the best for networking and marketing
opportunities to meet the real leaders of our
profession, judges, folks from academia, and
the recognized best lawyers in the state.

Past Presidents Umberto Davi and
Len DeFranco

Past Presidents Anthony Ferraro, Bruno
Tassone, Leonard Amari & John Locallo

Past Presidents, continued from page 4

This year’s reception was attended by 17 of
our former leaders to whom we all owe a debt
of gratitude for their service. Among those
in attendance were Katherine Amari-O’Dell
(2012), Cristina Mungai (2011), Hon. Celia
Gamrath (2007), Hon. Lisa Marino (2006)
Tony Romanucci (2003), John Locallo (2002)
Len DeFranco (2001), Mike Favia (1999),
Anthony Ferraro (1997), Umberto Davi
(1996), Hon. Gloria Coco (1994), Joe Bisceglia (1993), Richard Caldorazzo (1988), Hon
Bruno Tassone (1985), Jack Cerone (1982),
Leonard Amari (1979), and Anthony Fornelli
(1970). The photo of our past presidents reflects the wonderful camaraderie these giants
of our profession enjoy. And we thank the
Law Bulletin for providing it.
We thank you all for your service to the
Justinian Society and for the individual
legacies that each of you has left behind. As
the society moves forward, we continue to
applaud your efforts as Presidents as well as
your continued involvement year after year,
and what better way to do that than to break
bread with 43 years of Past Presidents!
This year’s meeting, as is customary for the
cocktail reception, had an abundance of food
and drinks and very little agenda. Only to
recognize those past presidents who are in
attendance as well as those who are unable to
be with us, and few remarks from our current

president regarding upcoming events.
This year we will enjoy some new venues
for many of the regular meetings as well
as new ways to keep in touch and receive
reminders for upcoming events. For those
of you who regularly use a cell phone, the
Justinian Society is now offering cell phone
text message reminders as well as a number
to RSVP to events via your cell phone. You
can contact any of your current officers
regarding enrolment in that program. This
program will prove to be a very easy and
convenient way to keep our society closer
together and to keep members informed
and involved.

Judge Celia Gamrath, Judge Gloria Coco and
Jack Cerone.

Past Presidents: (Top row, from left) Joseph Bisceglia, Michael Favia, Cristina Mungai, Katherine Amari O’Dell, Hon. Celia Gamrath, John G. Locallo, Anthony Fornelli, Hon. Bruno Tassone,
Hon. Lisa Marino, Antonio Romanucci (Bottom Row, from left) Anthony Ferraro, Leonard F.
Amari, Jack Cerone, Hon. Gloria Coco, and Richard Caldarazzo.

Honore Nella Legge

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
How about being the first on your block
to receive a Justinian desk flag by writing
a check to the Justinian Scholarship Fund
in the amount of $200, or more? With the
sad condition of the economy, law students, especially folks from our community, are more in need of scholarship monies
than ever. The Justinian Society, in fact, our
ethnicity, is known for its generosity and
concern for others.
Bless our sister Justinian, Dr. Mary L.
Milano for another annual contribution of
$1000 to our Justinian Scholarship Fund.
Of course, anyone who knows this dear
lady, brilliant lawyer and hardworking
State of Illinois employee, is not surprised.
To her, every day is good neighbor week.
Thank you Dr. Milano.
Send donations to: Newsletter Editor,
734 N. Wells St., Chicago, IL 60654. You will
immediately receive a Justinian desk flag.
CHILDREN’S ENDOWMENT FUND
Founded in 2002, the JCEF has been
proud to assist its grantees and help make
a diﬀerence in countless children's lives;
we have assisted children with dying
wishes, helped fund a school for autistic
children, funded individual classrooms and
programs in some of Chicago’s poorest
neighborhoods, funded pediatric cancer
initiatives, funded the purchase of hundreds of eyeglasses for children whose
families could not aﬀord them, etc.
However, none of this could be possible
without the generosity of some of our biggest benefactors such as Amari & Locallo,
Bruno Tassone, Bruce Pfaﬀ, Antonio Romanucci, and most recently, Joel Feinberg and
his foundation. we are thankful to everyone who has a belief in the assistance of
children and believing that kids deserve a
chance at life.. we are proud to continue
the tradition of giving according to our
stated mission and be a diﬀerence maker.
Now we ask each and every member,
have you made a contribution to one of
our two generous and successful charities?
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January Dinner Meeting Report

Bocce Report

By: Christina Ranallo

By: Vincent R. Vidmer

Every year the Justinian Society of
Italian-American Lawyers has held its
annual Joint Chapter Dinner Meeting in
January at Rosewood Restaurant in Rosemont, however, wanting to shake things
up a bit, President Garofalo hosted this
year’s meeting on January 17 at Hugo’s
Frog Bar located in the Rivers Casino in
Des Plaines. This event was well attended
and included many past presidents, such
as Leonard Amari, Mauro Glorioso, Katherine Amari-O’Dell, Antonio Romanucci,
Sam Tornatore, Richard Caldarazzo,
Joseph Biseglia, Michael Monico, Anthony Ferraro, Enrico Mirabelli, and Lisa
Marino. The DuPage County Executive
Committee in attendance included,
Richard Caldarazzo. Justinian Officers in
attendance included, President Gregg A.
Garofalo, First Vice President Hon. Robert
W. Bertucci, Second Vice President Anita
DeCarlo, Treasurer Frank A. Sommario,
and Secretary Michael Bonamarte.
As my colleague and fellow newsletter

staff member Bill Davy has mentioned in his
article about our past president’s December 2012
monthly meeting, we see more and more new
faces, young and old in attendance. Obviously,
our society offers wonderful opportunities for
professional networking, not to mention marketing possibilities. For example, new faces such as
Albert E. Durkin, Joseph J. Mirabelli, John Percinti (who we are seeing more and more of) were
in attendance. The Currieli clan father John Peter
and son Peter John, drove in from Lake County.
We had a goodly handful of law students,
including the president of our Justinian chapter
at Loyola Law, the JMLS law students, Deanna
Cairo and Louis were present, in fact most of
their whole family including their illustrious dad
Louis and mom Gloria. Some new faces, young
lawyers, for example, attending their first Justinian Meeting among others, were Matt Kroman
and Joe Lupiciacci of Kluever & Platt, LLC.
The evening was filled with the excitement of
a new setting which included easy access to the
Rivers Casino and an array of delicious food.
Hugo’s Frog Bar provided a wonderful dinner
as well as great and attentive service.
Guests were eager to try their hand
at the tables and the slot machines,
with much luck to go around. A great
time was had by all.

This year ’s
bocce ball tournament and dinner was different from years
past; different
because, the
Mazzini Verde
Club didn’t have
our event in their calendar.
Upon entry to Mazzini, the olfactory
senses indicated a lack of “odore meraviglioso.” The realization that gnocchi was
not cooking, risotto was not simmering,
and chicken was not sizzling, caused the
“early responders” to call to action. Gina
Rossi began tending to the lights, Bill
Angelo graciously donated an excellent
bottle of wine, and I got on the heat fired
on. The initial reaction by the majority
was, if all else fails, we can always pick
up a hundred or so hotdogs from Gene
and Judes. (This was not a bad option
for those of you who have indulged in
the famous dog)
Past President Leonard DeFranco and
current President Gregg Garofalo made
a road trip to Tony’s Finer Foods and
picked up some snacks and dolce.

Above: The Cairo Family

Above: Vince Vidmer; Christina Cecchini,
president Loyola Law School Justinian
Chapter; Nicole Petrarcha and Mike
Pisano.

Left Center: Joseph Lupinacci, John
Peter Curielli, his son Peter John, and
Matthew Kromm.
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Bill Angelo, attended the bocce tournament, along with his brother Al and
cousin Pat. He graciously shared a
bottle of vintage vino.

Bocce, continued from page 6

Student Division Report
By: Deanna Cairo
J.D. Candidate, January 2014
The John Marshall Law School

The first place team: Honorable Joseph
Cataldo, Carmen Forte Jr., Frank Anselmo,
and Nick Giordano.

I handled the food arrangements, and on
that note, a special thanks must be given
to Da Luciano’s, who quickly the event
and in the end, made the whole night
seem like it had been planned. Like an
Italian family paying tribute to the parable of ‘fishes and loaves’, from nothing
there was everything. Wine began to flow,
chicken, pizza and pasta made its way to
tables of famished attorneys and guests
and a good time was enjoyed by all.
Despite the early glitches, the bocce
tournament began rolling on time, at
around 7:00 p.m. In total, six teams of
four competed for the superlative title of
bocce champion. Judge Bertucci’s cousin,
Ralph Riani, helped put the tournament
together and officiated the games, ruling
with nose down and stick in hand.
Competition was intense, past champions fell, and newbie hopefuls rolled the
night away with zealous purpose. The last
match began around 9:30 p.m., which is
early compared to midnight finales of
years past. At around 10:00 p.m., an
all too familiar team rose to the top and
captured the celebrated title. The first
place team comprised of the Honorable
Joseph Cataldo, Carmen Forte Jr., Frank
Anselmo, and Nick Giordano. Aside
from bragging rights that accompany
the crowning of bocce champions, each
member of the winning team was awarded
a bocce ball set and a first place, first class
paperweight.
It was indeed a successful and adventurous night.

As the 2013 year unfolds, it seems appropriate to toast the new year in sharing the success
of The John Marshall Law School Justinian
Society’s accomplishments and events that
have occurred in recent months. The student
members of the Justinian Society continue
to make our Justinian family proud in their
many recent accomplishments.
Congratulations to the following Justinian students and all other students on their
achievements this year. Some achievements
include:
- Lily Strumwasser, a second semester 3L,
has been hired by Seyfarth Shaw as an attorney in its Labor & Employment division.
Lily also had an article she wrote for the
law review picked up and published by the
Campbell Law Review.
- Anthony Pasquini, a first semester 3L, was
recently appointed as student representative
to the board of trustees and the student affiars
committee at JMLS. Anthony is currently
clerking for the Cook County States Attorneys
Officer in its Special Posecution Unit.
- Lisa Sterba, a second semester 2L, is currently a law clerk at Corboy & Demetrio, P.C.
and at the Cook County State's Attorney's
Office. Lauren Crisse, a 2L, is a Judicial
Extern for Judge Jeffery Lawrence of Cook
County Circuit Court's Law Division.
I would like to congratulate those first
semester 1L’s who finished their first semesters of law school and have made the
Justinian Society proud. These students have
exceeded expectations and did a fantastic job
academically during their first semester. Congratulations to these Justinians and all other
Justinians on completing another semester of
law school and coming that much closer to
becoming attorneys. I would like to welcome
all incoming JMLS student and mentees,
who will joined the Mentoring Program this
spring. Once again the Mentoring Program
is lead by Mr. Leonard Amari, the co-chairs
are Lily Strumwasser and David Latarski,
along with several 2Ls and 3Ls who donate
their time to guide incoming law students
through their first semester of law school.
The Justinian Society wishes all of the JMLS
students the best of luck in their law school
careers and pursuits.
As a social event update: This past fall the
JMLS Justinian Society Chapter paired up
with the Loyola Justinian Chapter for a night
of fun on a trolley party where members
travelled throughout the city engaging in
the always entertaining Chicago nightlife.
Justinian members also showed support by
participating in the Columbus Day Parade

(from left) Robert Wirtz, Lisa Bradley and
Amanda Withrow; mentees.

last fall. Last fall the Justinians had their
Scholarship Awards Dinner at Petterino’s,
where members joined together to celebrate
the successes of 2012 over a delicious meal.
Please see the accompanying article about
that event in this newsletter. It is interesting to
note that he Justinian Society at this (annual)
awarded $51,500 in scholarships and to 13
students from five different law schools.
The Justinian Society has had a great year
so far and is looking forward to another great
year and many more to come! Good luck to
all those 1L students starting school this fall
and those returning, as well as those who are
preparing for the February Bar Exam, continue
making our Justinian family proud!
[Editor’s Note: Deanna Ciaro is the daughter
of our illustrious member, Louis Cairo. Her
brother Louis, Jr. is an honor student at JMLS,
a 2L, and we see all the Cairo’s on a regular
basis at our events. Deanna is a product of
our Justinian Mentoring program – initially
as a mentee/beneficiary, and as a mentor to
younger JMLS law students ever since. Along
with Anthony Pasquini, come September, she
will be a Chair of our mentoring program. A
significant responsibility where many newly
admitted law students turn for support and
encouragement.]

(from left) Anthony Pasquini, Nicole
Powell, Deanna Cairo, Lily Strumwasser
and Michelle Masciola - mentors.
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Saggi Report

Celebrating Italian
Heritage Month
By: Mauro Glorioso

By: Joseph F Locallo Jr
I was invited to take a look at a picture of a gathering of friends and write an article
about them. Their photo was one in a series of photos taken every two months or so
over the past year and at various Restaurante in our locale. This one was snapped at
Danny’s in Melrose Park, Illinois. There have been others seated at similar tables at other
times. There are no rules about coming to one of these dinners save the courtesies of
letting all others know you will be in attendance. This night welcomed the attendees
and those who could not make it were genuinely missed.
The participants all have some things in common and to that end I would like to draw
comment.
First, they are all old. Oh, there is no need to get your sense of social correctness in
an uproar about me saying so. These gentlemen readily embrace this inscription. They
are Saggi! (A term meaning wise old sages)
Second, they are all accomplished. They are successful in business. They are people
of stature who are sought after as mentors and mediators for their years of experience
in their chosen profession. They are all lawyers.
Third, they are Justinian’s devoted to the social and philanthropic ideals of an organization of lawyers wanting to support each other. Each would tell you their personal
and business successes are closely tied to membership in our Society.
Fourth, they are dear friends. They care for each other. There isn’t a day of their
lives that some interaction does not take place. A referral of a client or a phone call
to run a set of facts in issue, an inquiry about finances, a recommendation on a hiring,
asking about family, a celebration for a victory in court, a congratulation to friend’s
passage of a bar, a sad reminder to attend a wake, a scheduling of a deposition or a
an invitation to a game of golf. They share these moments. They live to share them
again and again and again.
Fifth, they are Italian. Maybe this is part of the weave of their strength too. Drawing
upon similar ancestry they find it easy to embrace. The gathering of Saggi at these dinners is a testament to their years of being Justinians and wanting still to be together.
I offer this simple contemplation to those just starting out in our Society. Embrace
your membership. If you do, you will have the good fortune one day to be Saggi. Only
time need tell.
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As we know, each
year in October
we celebrate our
National Holiday
of Columbus Day.
In conjunction
with this event,
Italians throughout
the United States
mark October as
the month to honor
their heritage. October is Italian-American Heritage Month.
During this time, we celebrate the accomplishments of Italian-Americans and their
contributions to society.
In keeping with this theme each year, the
Circuit Court of Cook County, through the
auspices of Chief Judge Timothy C. Evans
hosts its Italian Heritage Month Courthouse
Tour. This endeavor is a collaboration of and
is co-sponsored by our Justinian Society of
Lawyers and the Joint Civic Committee of
Italian Americans, otherwise known as the
JCCIA.
The tour allows the public and grade-school
age children to witness first-hand the day-today operations in the Circuit Court of Cook
County, one of the largest unified court systems in the world. It allows these children and
citizens to witness a day in the life of the court
system and to learn first-hand its workings.
During that time, the tour provides a view of
the day-to-day activities of the court system
in action and to get a first-hand glimpse of
the court proceedings. Afterwards, the tour
participants attend a mini-seminar given
by panel members of the Circuit Court, the
Justinians and the JCCIA.
Appropriately, this year’s tour took place
on Wednesday, October 10, 2012, only two
days after the official celebration of Columbus Day. The event was very well attended
by over 100 people. Most of the people in
attendance were 7th and 8th graders from
three Chicago Catholic Grade Schools-Saint
Ehtelrida, Saint Thomas the Apostle, and
Saint Damian’s parishes, all of which are in
the Chicago area. In total there were 74 7th
and 8th graders, along with faculty members.
Further, there were many adults on the tour,
including members of the Italian-American
War Veterans.
After convening in the morning, each of

Brown Celebrates
Heritage Month

Italian Heritage Month, continued from page 8

the panel participants was allowed to address
the audience. The panel informed those in
attendance why they decided to make the
field of law their individual career and how
they arrived at such a decision. Further, the
students to ask questions after each panel
member gave his/her presentation. The panel,
as assembled for this event, were as follows:
Judge William Pileggi, Circuit Court of Cook
County; Judge Celia Gamrath, Circuit Court
of Cook County; Gregg Garafalo, president
of the Justinian Society of Lawyers; Antonio
Romanucci, president of the JCCIA; and
Mauro Glorioso, vice-president of the JCCIA. Notably, of the five participants, four
are either current or former presidents of
the Justinian Society: Gregg is our current
president, while Antonio, Celia and Mauro
are all past-presidents.
First to address the audience was The Honorable William G. Pileggi, presiding Judge of
Housing Court in the First Municipal District
Circuit Court of Cook County. JudgePileggi
about the struggles that Italian-Americans
faced in order to assimilate into society. He
also spoke about his upbringing and the positive impact that his Italian heritage has on his
life. Judge Pileggi made an impact upon the
students by stressing to them the importance
of listening and learning.
Next, Judge Celia Gamrath of the Domestic
Relations Division. Judge Gamrath explained
that through her hard work and dedication she
was the first member of her family to get a
college education. After working in private
practice of family law, she was then appointed
to be a judge. Since that time, Judge Gamrath
has been elected to the bench and remains
in Domestic Relations. She stressed to the
students how one can achieve their goals
through hard work.
Gregg spoke on behalf of the Justinian Society of Lawyers. He explained the Justinian
Society and what they represent. He told the
students that his upbringing in the Chicago
Heights area into an Italian-American family
assisted him to pursue his goal to become an
attorney. Gregg emphasized that by being
involved one can accomplish their goals.
Antonio Romanucci, president of the Joint
Civic Committee of Italian Americans, gave
a brief synopsis of his road to where he is
today in the law. Tony stated how every day
is different and exciting and his love of the
law is important to his work. Tony expressed
to the audience how his family aided him to
achieve his current status and how important
it is to stay on the right path. Tony further explained the importance of helping others and
to contribute to the community. Romanucci
told the students how he was able to begin

Mauro Glorioso, Antonio Romanucci, Celia
Gamrath, Judge William Pileggi and Gregg
Garofalo.

his own personal injury law firm and to stay
involved such as becoming the current president of the Joint Civic Committee of Italian
Americans.
Mauro Glorioso, vice-president of the
Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans,
appeared with Antonio simultaneously at the
podium to give his insight to the students on
becoming a lawyer and a productive member
of society. Glorioso gave the students an
example of how he became a lawyer, while
working and taking care of family matters,
even at an early age. He stressed that through
hard work and dedication, it was possible to
achieve what one wishes. In fact, he told the
children, 7th or 8th graders that if they desire
to become a lawyer, they too can achieve it.
Afterwards, a Q&A was hosted by the panel
members. Many interesting and insightful
questions were presented by the young students. The student were not only well-behaved
but were well-spoken and very thoughtful in
both their questions and comments. It was
richly rewarding to be able to interact with
these youngsters. This was even more beneficial, considering that the experience had
such a positive impact on these youngsters.
All in all, it was a very wonderful and
gratifying day. The Justinian Society was
allowed to provide a forum for young and
impressionable children. We were able to send
a message to these young folks that education
and contribution to society are what matters.
Success will then follow and they too will
have the opportunity to pursue their goals
and give back to society. We stressed the
importance of education and participation and
those organizations, such as the Justinian’s,
are a vehicle to help others.
We would like to give special thanks to
Chief Judge Timothy C. Evans and his entire
staff for making this event possible. Special
thanks go out to Nina Montelione and Milissa
Pacelli, of the Chief Judges Office, both of
whom assisted with and participated in the
day’s activities.

By: Katherine Amari O’Dell
The Honorable Dorothy Brown, Clerk of
the Circuit Court of Cook County, as she does
annually and has for many years, paid tribute
on October 18, 2012 to three distinguished
professionals of Italian-American heritage
in celebration of Italian-American Heritage
Month. The event was held at Ristorante
Al Teatro at 1227 W. 18th St., and hosted
by CBS-2’s Mr. Vince Gerasole, Master of
Ceremonies.
The 2012 recipients of the Honorable
Dorothy Brown awards for Italian-American
Heritage Month were our very own, John G.
Locallo and, along with Fred Serpe and CBS2’s Dave Savini. These awards are given in
recognition of outstanding achievement over
the course of a career. Past recipients include
the Third Vice President, Jessica DePinto,
Honorable Judge Gloria Coco, Richard Pellegrino, Antonio Romanucci, Joe Bisceglia,
Joseph Gagliardo, John Marshall Law School
President and ISBA past President Leonard
Amari, and Richard Caifano. This year’s
award recipients have brought leadership,
professionalism and dedication to their respective field like those honored before them.
John G. Locallo, a partner of the real estate
tax firm of Amari & Locallo, immediate past
President of the ISBA, past President of the
Justinian’s and last’s year’s award recipient
of the Justinian’s Man of the Year was the
first awardee of the afternoon. I was honored
to introduce Locallo to receive this year’s
award. Locallo discussed how he met so
many people while representing the ISBA as
President last year. He also spoke about how
when he traveled across the state as President
of the ISBA, he was able to witness the hard
work that lawyers, judges, bar associations
and courthouse staff do in order to help the
community.
Mr. Dave Savini, Chicago’s Channel 2 news
investigative reporter since July of 2004, was
the second awardee. He worked in several
different television stations including Ohio,
North Carolina and in Rochester, New York
before relocating to Chicago. Savini’s reports
have resulted in legal reforms and policy
changes within government agencies, local
corporations and have prompted new laws.
The last recipient of the afternoon was Fred
Serpe, highly respected attorney, career JusContinued on page 10
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A Justinian You Should Know: Rodney Equi
By: Leonard Amari
[reprinted with permission from original
source]
Known for his tough questions, DuPage
County Circuit Judge Rodney W. Equi said
he sometimes makes unprepared attorneys
sweat in court.
“I expect everyone to be fully prepared when
they appear in front of me, not for my sake,
but for the sake of their clients,” said Equi,
who presides over the Domestic Relations
Division. “Don’t practice law if you’re not Judge Rod Equi with Judge Jane Mitton.
going to do it right. I want them to understand and college. He graduated from DePaul Unithat my philosophy is the one we’re going to versity in 1970 and received his law degree
follow.”
from Northern Illinois University College
Equi, 63, received his appointment to the of Law in 1979.
DuPage County bench in 1992 as an associ- Equi then worked for Donovan & Roberts
ate judge and voters elected him as a circuit P.C. in Wheaton from 1979 to 1992.
judge in 1998.
Ironically, as a young attorney Equi said he
For the last 13 years, Equi worked in the “hated” divorce cases and “avoided them
Domestic Relations Division’s divorce court, like the plague.”
a rare preference for a circuit judge who can “I didn’t think I had the temperament or
work in any division he chooses, he said.
patience for it,” he said.
“I came to realize that this is one of the But after he received his judicial appointment
most important places a judge can sit,” Equi to the DuPage County bench in 1992, he found
said.
that none of the divisions proved as satisfying
The couples that come before Equi wrestle as domestic relations, he said.
with weighty matters that directly impact In the chancery and law divisions, for extheir lives, he said.
ample, Equi said he felt the cases and their
“There are some things that make divorce outcomes seemed less impactful than matters
cases unique and unlike any other cases in the that pertained to families.
adversary system,” Equi said. “My gosh, these “Those things are important, but it’s not
are two people that may have been together as important as, ‘Are my kids going to get
for 20 or 25 years. It doesn’t work so well to enough support so I can provide for their
treat it like an arm’s length transaction.”
well-being? Are the kids living with their
As a result, Equi said he tries to move divorce mother or father when the divorce is over?”
cases through the system quickly and effi- he said.
ciently to minimize lag time for families.
The questions remain difficult to answer,
The approach might explain his tough de- which highlights one reason many judges
meanor with attorneys who appear before avoid divorce court, Equi said.
him, said William J. Scott Jr., a family law When he faces a particularly challenging
attorney in Lisle who frequently handles cases case, such as a situation where each parent
in front of Equi.
sincerely wants full custody of the children,
“He’s been doing it so long, he has his own Equi said he makes his best decision and
ideas about how cases should proceed and does not second-guess it.
sometimes what the result should be,” said
“Some of it’s arrogance, I guess,” he said.
Scott, a partner at Momkus, McCluskey LLC. “A judge, I think, has to have a certain arro“The joke is, after you filed the case, Judge gance and confidence in his decision-making,
Equi has already decided how it’s going to just like a surgeon has to have arrogance
end. …He knows his material and he knows to believe he or she can perform a difficult
how to run a courtroom.”
operation.”
In addition to his work on the bench, he served Maureen Sullivan Taylor, managing partner
as an adjunct professor in trial advocacy at at Sullivan, Taylor & Gumina P.C. and a
Northern Illinois University College of Law family law attorney, said Equi deals well
from 2004 to 2007.
with children in court.
Equi, the son of Italian immigrants, grew up For example, she said he works closely with
in Chicago and worked for his parents’ res- each guardian ad litem to insure the children’s
taurant, Piccolo Mondo, through high school well-being.
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“His biggest concern is always to help people
get through the process so that it’s not hanging
on, so people have some definitive direction
in their lives,” she said.
About seven years ago, Equi created a weekly
evening court program in DuPage County
where pro se divorce litigants appear before
a judge between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. – another
attempt to accelerate cases when possible,
he said.
Equi said the later hours allow people to
avoid taking time off work for court. Also,
the rules of evidence in evening court remain
more relaxed.
“We set a maximum of 25 cases each Thursday, and we never have a Thursday where we
don’t have 25 cases,” he said.
DuPage County Associate Judge Neal W.
Cerne, who also works in the Domestic Relations Division, said Equi personifies the idea
that a judge should act as a public servant.
“I think that’s an important thing,” Cerne said.
“You have to get these people solutions so
they can move on with their lives.”
Equi’s current term ends in 2016, when he
faces a retention vote.
“I don’t know if I’ll still be on the bench,
I’ve got 20 years in now,” he said. “There’s
families that need help and I think that’s my
job – to help them through this.”

Brown, continued from page 9

tinian and Italian-American community
leader, who is a Principal Partner at the
Law Offices of Ferdinand Serpe and
Associates, Ltd. Aside from practicing law full time, he is certified as an
Administrative Adjudicator, serves as
the Chairman of the Illinois Secretary
of State’s Merit Commission and is
a Hearing Officer for the Village of
Norridge. Serpe was introduced by
Alderman Robert Fioretti.
On behalf of the Justinian Society
of Lawyers, a special thanks to The
Honorable Dorothy Brown, her chief
of staff, Enza Raineri, and to the committee for a wonderful event and for
continuing to highlight the success’ of
the Italian-American’s in Chicago. Also,
a special thank you to the sponsors of
this year’s event, Antonio Romanucci of
Romanucci & Blandin, and to Alioto’s
Gift Shop of Oak Park.

Hall of Fame Annual Awards Luncheon
Fornelli receives a recognition he so truly deserves
By: Leonard F. Amari
Almost a decade
ago, and as a result
of the vision of Anthony J. Fornelli
and his dedicated
committee, the
Italian-American
Executive Hall of
Fame was established at Casa Italia
in Stone Park, the
home of our Italian
community. At the
initial meeting of this
committee, circa 2007, Chairman Fornelli suggested to the other committee members: Jack
LaBrasca, Don Bono, Dominic Sergi, Joseph
Weber, Phyllis Muchanti and Dominic Verlotta,
that it would be appropriate to have a place at
Casa Italia to honor folks from our community
that have distinguished themselves in the commercial and industrial fields.
Two or three honorees are selected annually,
again, from commerce and industry, and recognized at a luncheon in the fall and at Casa Italia.
They are introduced, their bios, in part, read to
the audience and a wonderful portrait, painted
by accomplished artist, Don Bono, is hung on
the wall in the exquisite Chandelier Room with
a plaque highlighting some of the achievements
of the honorees. To date, significant contributors in commerce and industry that have been
so honored include: Patrick H. Arbor, president
banker and Jesuit and chairman of the Chicago
Board of Trade; Salvatore A. Balsamo, founder
of AC Worldwide Companies; Jerry Colangelo,
owner and chairman of the Phoenix Suns and
Arizona Diamondbacks; Paul Davies, president
of AON Benfield Reinsurance Corporation;
Nello V. Ferrara, the late chairman of the board
of Ferrara Pan Candy Company; Amedeo Pietro Gianini, founded Bank of America; Lito
Anthony “Lee” Iacoca, chairman Chrysler
corporation; Gildo Mazelin, founder and owner
of Rex Carton Corporation; Richard P. Perillo,
Sr.; and Mariano Turano, founder of the Turano
Baking Company. This year, prominent and
successful restaurateurs, Steve Lombardo,
co-founder of numerous successful and highly
acclaimed restaurants and Phil Stefani, founder
of the Stefani Restaurant and Signature Events
Group, were so recognized and honored at the
annual luncheon, November 16, 2012.
At this year’s luncheon, and as a surprise to
Mr. Fornelli, he was so recognized as a contributor to commerce and industry, notwithstanding
his great contributions to the legal profession
for four decades, as well. The plaque that accompanies the portrait of Mr. Fornelli reads as
follows:

After a career as a successful practicing
attorney and bar leader and after an Illinois
gubernatorial appointment as the Director of
the Illinois Department of Financial Institutions,
Anthony J. Fornelli started AJF Management.
Today this company owns and operates very
successful currency exchanges and similar
businesses.

A leader in not only the legal profession and
the Italian American Community, Tony has been
a contributor and pillar of the Chicago land
community. Recognitions and accomplishments
include: president, Joint Civic Committee of
Italian-Americans; president, Justinian Society
of lawyers – recipient of its highest honor, Award
of Excellence; recipient of the highest accolade
of the Illinois State Bar Association, recognition
as a Laureate of its Illinois Academy; a founding
board member and a president of the ItalianAmerican Political Coalition; founding board
member and chairman of Casa Italia, creator
and alter-ego of its Italian-American Veterans
Museum; Publisher and board member of Fra
Noi, the voice of our ethnic community; career
involvement with Amerital Unico.
Mr. Fornelli has dedicated his career to the
improvement of the Italian-American condition
in the Chicago land community as a contributor,
leader and role model.

Honorees from left: Phil Stefani, Anthony
Fornelli, Steve Lombardo.

Gagliardo 2012
Lawyer of the Year
Joseph M. Gagliardo, managing partner of
Laner, Muchin, Dombrow, Becker, Levin and
Tominberg, Ltd., has been named “Chicago
Best Lawyers Litigation - Labor & Employment Lawyer of the Year” for 2012 by Best
Lawyers, the oldest and most respected peerreview publication in the legal profession.
After more than a quarter of a century in
publication, Best Lawyers is designating
“Lawyers of the Year” in high-profile legal
specialties in large legal communities. Only a
single lawyer in each specialty in each community is being honored as the “Lawyer of
the Year.”
Gagliardo has counseled and represented
employers in a broad range of employment
matters for over 30 years. His experience
includes litigating individual and class action
claims in the state and federal courts. He also
serves as an arbitrator in employment and
commercial disputes.
Best Lawyers compiles its lists of outstanding attorneys by conducting exhaustive
peer-review surveys in which thousands of
leading lawyers confidentially evaluate their
professional peers. The current, 18th edition of
The Best Lawyers in America (2012) is based
on more than 3.9 million detailed evaluations
of lawyers by other lawyers.
The lawyers being honored as “Lawyers of
the Year” have received particularly high ratings by earning a high level of respect among
their peers for their abilities, professionalism,
and integrity.
Steven Naifeh, President of Best Lawyers,
says, “We continue to believe – as we have believed for more than 25 years – that recognition
by one’s peers is the most meaningful form
of praise in the legal profession. We would
like to congratulate Joseph M. Gagliardo on
being selected as the ‘Chicago Best Lawyers
Litigation - Labor & Employment Lawyer of
the Year’ for 2012.”

Past Presidents Joe Gagliardo and Mike Favia
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FARACE BROTHERS
IN THE SHOW

By: Joseph F. Locallo Jr.
Sam, Joe and Anthony Jr. learned to
skate before they learned to walk, so it
is said? And though years have passed
their interest in playing hockey has
never waned. All three of the brothers
Farace suited up on the ice this year in
Johnstown, Pennsylvania at the annual
Slapshot Cup Hockey Tournament and
gathering of hockey players who get
a chance to skate on the ice where the
iconic movie Slap Shot was filmed.
Step aside Paul Newman, the brother’s
coach was their dad, Anthony Farace Sr.
and if you think the Hanson brothers
were terrors on ice, well you just have
to imagine what a Farace can do!
And, you got to kind of think of them
as Hanson brothers without hair!
“The desire to play hockey never
leaves you”, says Anthony Jr. “You keep
your equipment around just in the chance
that someone says ‘let’s skate’”.
Earlier in his hockey career “he blew
out his knee and his father sent him to
me to talk about going to law school”
says cousin Leonard Amari. “But, in
my mind I was hoping to represent him
in the NHL. He was a stride away from
wearing a Ranger’s sweater.”
Anthony Jr. was up north skating at the
Minnesota Hockey School, a Minnesota
North Stars operation, when the first of
three knee surgeries began. Rehabbed
and ready he went onto tryouts with
Rochester Mustangs, then on to the
Madison Capitals and was invited to
try out for the University of Wisconsin
Madison Badgers. The ink on the contract was beginning to fade but a law
license was in sight.
Years later, as a partner in the law firm
of Amari & Locallo, Anthony Jr. had to
add a ligament from a cadaver to keep
his knee in place. But did that keep him
off the ice? Not hardly. Sam and Joey
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were still playing and as Anthony Jr. says,
you never lose the desire.
Two younger hockey stalwarts, Dan
Lynch and Joe Locallo III, associates
in the law firm, constantly traded barbs
with him about their hockey prowess.
That was it! Anthony Jr. suited up to
play in a men’s league and it didn’t take
long before he traded punches and found
himself with a shoulder injury absolutely
ending his hockey career. Not! “I love
the locker room banter. I miss the smell
hockey gloves leave on my hands. I just
love hockey!” And once again it was time
to skate!
Brother Sam had skated for St. Bonaventure University, New York and various teams up and down the ECHL in the
minor leagues. A stint with the Hershey
Bears in AHL (New York Rangers minor
league team at the time) Sam was also
giving promise and cousin Leonard was
again getting the contract ready sign.
Joey wore the helmet, the sweater and
the boots to play for Illinois State Uni-

versity. He now manages a men’s league
team, the Cougar Hunters, at Johnny’s
Ice House, Chicago, Illinois. All three
brothers played for Driscoll Catholic High
School (the Highlanders) in Addison,
Illinois between 1980 and 1985. When
the opportunity came around for getting
back on the ice with their dad they laced
up and went to Pennsylvania.
“This was the second most enjoyable
weekend of my life,” said Anthony Sr.,
“the first was my wedding.”
Brothers Farace had the great support
of hockey parents. Anthony Sr. and Patsy
(McSween) Farace traveled all over the
USA and Canada, too many small towns
and ice rinks to remember, too many
stories still remained untold in the lives
of these great hockey brothers. Can you
picture dad pounding on the glass yelling,
“skate!” or, mom in the stands yelling
“you can’t do that to my son!” Well, if
you can’t then you don’t know what it
means to be from a hockey family!

Attorney Secures Spot
in AFL Hall of Fame
This article is being re-run from the Chicago
Daily Law Bulletin with permission by the
source.
A new style of football that includes rebounds, hockey-style boards and 16 players
may only exist as an idea today if not for
William L. Niro.
Or at least U.S. patent No. 4,911,443 would
not describe the game the Arena Football
League (AFL) plays today.
Niro secured that patent for the game’s
inventor, Jim Foster, in 1990. Twenty-two
years later, the AFL said in August that it will
induct Niro into its Hall of Fame, joining about
10 other “contributors” already inducted in
prior years.
But securing the patents and trademarks
that protected the league in its early years
proved only one entry in a long list of Niro’s
contributions to the AFL.
In addition to being one of the leagues
four founders, Niro said he contributed as an
investor – putting in about $1 million in time
and money during the league’s first five years.
And in 2008, the intellectual property attorney
helped the AFL out of its bankruptcy.
“I was a behind-the-scenes guy,” Niro said.
“I was not the one who’s standing there with
the spotlight on (me). … I’m the guy writing
the check for the spotlighter or making sure
there wasn’t any injunction against your use
of the field.”
His involvement started when Jerry B. Kurz,
now the AFL’s commissioner, asked Niro to
help protect Foster’s idea for the game.
Kurz, a former defensive back at the University of Oklahoma, said he met Foster, who
played receiver at the University of Iowa, on
the football field. Niro said he taught Kurz
at Northern Illinois University College of
Law.
“It became very much of a family affair,”
Kurz said. “we had very little in writing because it was the friendship that built it.”
But the league lacked that collegiality when
Niro first got involved. A group of investors
tried to steal the league’s intellectual property in 1988 during a financial dispute with
Foster, the founder, two years after the AFL’s
inaugural season, Niro said.
“They were trying to … take away, steal
(and) pirate his IP, all of his trademarks,
everything he really had,” Niro said.
After the league disbanded the owners for
what Foster said involved clandestine efforts
by another attorney to steal the league’s patent,
Niro and Kurz took on a business role with
the league.
“Bill and Jerry stepped up at a time when
we were in a challenge with some guys who

Remembering Michael

Cheryl Niro, John Sciaccotta and Bill Niro
wanted to steal (the league), quite frankly,”
Foster said. “And I’ve always appreciated
their efforts.”
In the early 1990s, Niro said he devoted
500-800 hours a year to the AFL. He took
trips overseas to plan the international games
played in cities like Barcelona, Spain; London
and Paris.
But unlike the time he billed as an attorney,
Niro said the long hours he worked for the
AFL came with little to no pay. That caused
some strain within his law firm, Niro, Haller,
& Niro, he said.
“It was sort of like, ‘what are you doing?
You’re not getting paid?’” Niro said.
Niro said he also provided start-up money
for the reshaped league. During a five-year
span, he said he invested about $500,000.
Cheryl I. Niro, a partner at Robinson, Niro
LLC and Niro’s wife, said her husband’s dedication to the league never surprised her.
But she said it stunned her when Niro dipped
into their children’s college savings to pay for
some of the league’s early games, she said.
“He’d probably like to forget that we ever
had to do that, but I think it’s one of the
reasons that he was recognized for his rather
selfless willingness to put his time and effort
into helping something like this succeed,” she
said, adding that he refilled the college fund
with money from ticket sales.
Niro’s last major involvement with the
league came in 2008, when he helped the
group that purchased the AFL’s intellectual
property resuscitate the game.
The league came back and celebrated its
25th anniversary this season, inducting Niro
into its Hall of Fame for his work spanning
the same time.
“When you put 25 years into something,
it’s nice to be recognized,” Niro said.
“I’ll never get back the money and time that
I put into it, but it was a wonderful experience to help somebody build a business and
to see from right there in the trenches what a
difficult task that is.”

As you may know, we lost a very dear
friend and brilliant lawyer to a glioblastoma
brain tumor last year. Michael Schostok was
a superb human being, an amazing husband
and father, and an incredible trial lawyer
who championed the rights of the injured
and families who suffered the tragic loss
of a loved one. From the date of Michael's
initial diagnosis, through the surgery, all the
treatments, hospice, until today, the entire
process has been a heart-wrenching experience for Mike's family and close friends. Of
course, Mike’s widow is our own (Justice)
Mary Seminara - Schostok. Unfortunately,
Mike and his family are not the only people
who have had to endure the suffering and pain
associated with being diagnosed with a terminal brain tumor. Accordingly, the Michael
Matters Foundation has been formed in honor
of Michael Schostok, to remember his legacy
and to help those patients and their families
who are stricken with this diagnosis… until
the day that this disease can be cured.
Our brother Louie Cairo (pictured above
with Michael, left) is spearheading a drive in
the hope that we will support the Foundation
financially and/or by attending its upcoming
fundraising event. The new Foundation is
joining the Walk to End Brain Tumors and
will be hosting our first fundraising event.
The Michael Matters 5K Stadium Walk will
be held on Sunday, May 5, 2013 at Schaumburg Boomers Baseball Stadium. There will
be live entertainment, wonderful raffle prizes,
a special guest key-note speaker, kid’s zone
activities, a balloon launch, and much more.
(Stadium concessions and kiosks also open
for food, soda and beer sales.)
Louie says the goal is to raise awareness
about brain tumors, help patients and their
families by providing them with emotional
support and financial assistance, and to help
fund a cure! Please join me on May 5th as
we strive to achieve our goals.
To learn
more about the Michael Matters Foundation,
to register for this casual walk, or to simply
make a donation, please visit www.michaelmatters.org. Your support and awareness are
the keys to a cure!
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A Justinian You Should Know: Judge Luciano Panici
By: Leonard F. Amari
This month we introduce our readers to
the highly respected jurist Luciano Panici.
As we have done in these pages before, we
highlight the career of a prominent professional, in part, in his own words.
“I was born in Amaseno, Provincia di
Frosinone, in the Regione Lazio. My father
immigrated here alone in 1956 and came to
Chicago Heights to live with his paternal
uncle. After two years, my older brother
Joseph joined my father and in 1963, my
mother and I came to the United States, leaving behind a sister to stay with my paternal
grandmother in Amaseno, a small town surround by hills and mountains which dates
back to the Middle Ages. Its main economy
is agriculture and the production of “mozzarella di buffalo.” Its population is about
5,000 people, of which many families have
seen some of their loved ones immigrate to
the United States, Canada, or South America,
in the hope of finding a better way of life for
their families. It was with this dream in mind
that we immigrated to the United States.
I came to the United States at the age of
10 and one of my lasting memories as a
child was my first day of school. My older
brother, Joseph, 13 years my senior, took
me to register at the local school, Garfield
School. I was taken into the principal’s office
and luckily the principal as well as the janitor spoke a little of my native language, so I
was able to understand them. My brother left
me at school and by the time he got home,
I was home, having run away from school
because I was being made fun of by the
other children. That was the low point in my
life. Thereafter, my teacher took a personal
interest in me and she would meet with me
early in the morning to show me flash cards
in order for me to learn English. I was also
enrolled for three years in a private school
in the evenings to help with the language.
My success in life is mostly due to my
father’s encouragement to go to school and
succeed. It was his belief that education was
most important for his family and that we
could only do better if we achieved a college
education. With my family’s encouragement, I graduated with honors from Bloom
Township High School and then went on to
Loyola University Chicago where I received
my Bachelor of Arts in Political Science,
with Honors in 1975. That same year, I
enrolled in the MBA program at Loyola,
but never finished (I was just three courses
short). Instead, I entered law school at Lewis
University (now Northern Illinois College of
Law) and received my law degree in 1979.
I was admitted to the bar that same year.”
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Judges Lou Panici (2nd from right) with Tony Iosco, Bill Pileggi, Don Panarese, Kay Malone, Joe
Panarese.

The following are excerpts from various
legal publications over the years that highlighted Judge Panici’s career and pointed
out:
“Panici’s father, Luigi, worked as a drill
press operator at Nagle Pumps, Inc. in Chicago
Heights for 40 years.”
“’My dad kept telling me that if I became a
professional, life would be much easier than
what he had to do as a blue-collar worker,’
Panici said. That message gained added credence during Panici’s college years, as he spent
the summers working in construction.”
“While a law student at Lewis College of
Law, Panici worked as a law clerk for the firm
now know as Cifelli, Scrementi, Cifelli &
Spina, Ltd., in Chicago Heights. After passing
the Illinois bar exam in 1979, Panici joined
the firm as an associate and later became managing partner. Panici’s practice was focused
on workers’ compensation, personal-injury
matters and municipal law. Scrementi said
Panici would take on cases in which he had
no experience and familiarize himself with
that area of the law. As the firm’s managing
partner, Panici fit in well and ‘wouldn’t ask
you to do something he wouldn’t do himself,’
Scrementi added.”
“In the mid-1990s, Panici, who also served
as the Bloom Township attorney, decided he
wanted to become a judge. Panici ran unsuccessfully in 1996 and 1998 as a Republican
candidate for a circuit judgeship in the 15th
subcircuit. In 1998, he applied to become an
associate judge but was not among the final-

ists in that round. He put his name in again
in 2000 and was selected by Cook County
Circuit Court judges the following year.”
“In March 2003, Panici moved to the 6th
Municipal District in Markham. He first
handled a high-volume call involving paternity, small claim, pro se and other matters.
In July 2005, Panici took over a felony call
of 250 to 300 cases. He also presided over
the 6th District’s drug court, a diversion program for defendants convicted of narcotics
offenses.”
Judge Panici was reappointed in June 2011
to another four year term. He plans on staying
on the bench for at least another ten years.
He and his lovely wife take great pride in
seeing their two children, Luciano, Jr. and
Joanna, follow in his footsteps. Now he says:
“I have more free time, so I enjoy following
Juventus, an Italian soccer team that I watch on
satellite television. I love soccer,” he said.
“As an Italian American, I do believe in
the American dream. Two years ago, my son,
Luciano Jr., was admitted to the Illinois Bar
and I was given the privilege to make the
motion to admit the new candidates before
the Illinois Supreme Court. During that motion, I stated that I was living the American
Dream and as an extension my son was given
the opportunity to live the American Dream.
To that end, my daughter, Joanna, a second
year law student at Northern Illinois College
of law, is also living the American dream.”
Another example of the best our community
has to offer.

Joell Bisceglia Zahr
As they say, the fruit doesn’t fall far from
the tree.
The daughter of our prominent past President Joe Bisceglia was recently highlighted in
our Chicago newspapers. We reprint excerpts
from that story.

Bedridden after shattering her leg in a fall
a few years ago, 90-year-old Della Cotton was totally dependent on her adopted
granddaughter for care, according to Cook
County prosecutors.
Instead, prosecutor Joell Bisceglia – Zahr
says, Nicole Falls allowed her grandmother to waste away for months in bed
with no medical treatment even as Cotton
cried out in pain night after night. When
Cotton was found dead at Falls' South
Side residence in December, funeral
home workers refused to take her body
because of obvious signs of maltreatment,
according to prosecutors.
On Thursday, Falls, 40, was ordered
held on $750,000 bond on a charge of
elderly neglect or abuse resulting in a
homicide.
Standing in court in a puffy black coat with
a fur-lined hood, Falls listened without
expression as Assistant State's Attorney
Joell Bisceglia - Zahr described in horrific
detail the conditions Cotton allegedly was
living in for the last months of her life.
As her grandmother's primary caretaker,
Falls had obtained power of attorney
over Cotton's affairs and had cashed her
monthly disability checks, according to
Zahr. Falls told police that as Cotton's
health deteriorated in 2012, she noticed
sores all over Cotton's body but never
called a doctor, Zahr said.
"Falls stated the victim cried out in pain
nearly every night, and despite this, she
never sought medical care for her and
would give her Tylenol 'from time to
time,'" Zahr said.
As we said, the fruit doesn’t fall far from
the tree. Many, many older Justinians view
with pride seeing their progeny extend
their legacies. Maybe in some future
issues we’ll write extensively about the
younger – second (and in some cases)
third generation Justinians, with names
like Storino, Cerone, Caifano, DiNatcle,
Gamberdino, Amari, DeCato, Cairo, Davi,
Fortunato, DePalma, Mirabelli, etc.

A Justinian You Should Know: Jim Inendino
Prominent Lawyer: Team Player

By: Leonard F. Amari
This month we highlight the distinguished
career of James V. Inendino, a highly respected lawyer who practices in the area of
real estate, real estate finance and general
complicated financial transactions. He has
extensive experience representing commercial developers in shopping center and
industrial property developments and has
advised numerous owners and developers
in their acquisitions, developments, financing and leasing transactions. Like all of
us, Jim Inendino brings to his professional
responsibilities the values that he developed
as an Italian American growing up in the
Chicagoland area, as a student at schools
in the area and, especially in his case, as a
student athlete. He has taken those lifelong
lessons into his practice at the Chicago law
firm of Loeb & Loeb LLP. He likes bringing
together people from different practice areas
to work as a team to help a client get a deal
done or find a solution to a problem.
Inendino’s parents were second-generation
Italian Americans. Depression-era children,
neither of them finished high school. His
father completed ninth grade and drove a
magazine truck his entire life, while his
mother finished eighth grade and was a
seamstress who worked out of the family’s
home sewing plastic seat covers.
Born on the West Side of Chicago, he and
his family, which includes an older brother and
older sister, moved to Schiller Park when he
was 2. He lived there until 1983 when he got
married. He and his wife, Linda, have three
daughters, ages 25, 22 and 17. His daughter,
Rosalee, is an outstanding and successful
student at The John Marshall Law School in
her second year. She is not only successful
as a law student but a contributing member
to the informal Justinian Society Mentoring
Program, assisting entering law students on
the completion, successfully, of their first
year of studies. The fruit, as they say, doesn’t
fall far from the tree. Of her illustrious dad,
Rosalee says: “I can honestly say I would
not be half the person I am without my dad.
He's taught me that drive and hard work will
always pay off. He has also taught me that
hard work doesn't mean a thing of you don't
have a great family to share it with, because
family is the most important in the world.
If I didn't have my dad's support and love,
there is no way I would have been able to
succeed in so many aspects of my life. He
is my biggest fan, and I am thankful for that
every day.” Again, the fruit/tree concept is
obvious.
Upon graduation from Carthage College,

where Inendino played center on the football team before going on to law school. He
planned on becoming a civil litigator, but
when he started his first law position, the firm
needed someone to practice real estate, and
he found an area he thoroughly enjoyed.
After about seven years, the firm at which
he started as a lawyer downsized the department because of the then sagging economy,
so he opened his own practice. He did that
for about four years.
“It was some of the most rewarding days
in my life and some of the most agonizing,”
he says. “You worked and saw the fruits of
your labor directly and also saw your failures
directly. There was no cushion. … It gave
me a bigger appreciation for firm costs and
staying on top of clients for billing.”
In 2008, he got the opportunity to work at
Loeb & Loeb and be on the ground floor of
building the office’s real estate and finance
practice groups.
His practice, today, is “more back-to-basics
real estate. It’s a real estate finance, and it’s a
real estate workout practice. Not necessarily
in that order. It just depends on the day.”
He also works on restructures for major
builders all over the country. He does real
estate finance deals for a few banks, as well
as handling straight finance matters for clients.
Inendino continues to love the closing table
during a transaction, comparing it to game day
during his football days. “All the preparation
and work to get to the deal is like all the
practices leading up to the big game,” he
says.
And while many deals today happen by
mail, he still finds the closing table one of
the most fun aspects of the job.
“I love the challenges of real estate,” he
says. He is also proud of his lovely daughter,
Rosalee, a 3L at the John Marshall Law School
and one of the participants and leaders of our
JMLS/Justinian mentoring program.
Another example of the best out community
has to offer.
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Two Named Lupel
& Amari Scholars

Two outstanding John Marshall Law
School students, Lisa Sterba and Julie
Tenuto, have been selected recipients of
the Lupel & Amari Scholarship in the
amount of $10,000 each.
Both Sterba and Tenuto are second-year
students. The scholarship was established
by Leonard Amari (JD ’68), president of
The John Marshall Law School Board of
Trustees, and Warren Lupel (JD ’68) a
member of the board. The two created the
endowed scholarship in memory of their
parents, Joseph and Katherine Amari and
Frank and Jeanne Lupel, to support the
efforts of current John Marshall students
with excellent academic records who
show a financial need.
Sterba received a BA degree in communications from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, is a member of Phi
Delta Phi Legal Honors Society and the
Justinian Society at John Marshall. She
is a law clerk at the Cook County State’s
Attorney’s Office at the Fifth District
Courthouse in Bridgeview.
Sterba completed an externship with
Justice Maureen Connors of the Illinois
Appellate Court, and was a law clerk at
Corboy & Demetrio. While still in college,
she worked as a legal intern for the Law
Offices of Barrett & Stramek in Palos
Heights.
Tenuto received a BS degree in applied
mathematical economics from Marquette
University. She serves as associate justice on the Moot Court Honors Board
and serves on The John Marshall Law
Review.
Tenuto is working as a law clerk at
Wiedner & McAuliffe.
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Janet Pioli – Patent Lawyer

By: Leonard F. Amari

I am asked
from time
to time how
the subjects
of these Italian – American lawyers
columns
are chosen.
Sometimes by
referral, but
usually reading in some
publication
about a significant accomplishment or event
of an Italian-American from our community. I
learned about this month’s subject in reading the
most recent issue of Leading Lawyers National
Women’s Edition – Janet A. Pioli.
In asking Ms. Pioli for materials to use for
this article, she sent me the following narrative.
And as we have done in this column from time
to time, we present her distinguished career in
her own words.
I have had an interesting career. I grew up in
Normal, Illinois. My father is sort of first generation Italian. His mother was born in the US, but
his father was not. I have the manifest from the
ship my great grandmother came over on with
my grandfather and three other children when
my Nono was almost 12. When I first saw it on
Ellis Island it brought tears to my eyes. It also
was the impetus for my father finally wanting to
go see where his dad was from (Grandpa always
told him how poor they were and that there was
nothing good about it—except the travels into
the hills with his Grandpa Montenari to make
shoes for people).
I have been to the town (and the cemetery
where all the dead Piolis and Montenari’s are)
where my Grandpa Pioli was from. The town
is Cavriago, just outside Reggio Nell’ Emilia in
Emilia Romagna. The first cross street coming
into town from Reggio is called Via G. Pioli—a
cousin of my grandfather’s who was executed
by the fascista in WWII along with three other
freedom fighters. He is considered a local hero.
The town was once very poor but is now quite
prosperous. My grandmother’s family (Castelli)
is from the Bologna area. I have 3rd cousins
there whom I met in November 2011. Ettore is
an attorney also, and Emanuela is a physician.
We apparently have additional family (whom
they promised to introduce me to next time I
return) in Lizzano in Belvedere, a town outside
of Bologna. My Nona (Luisa Pioli, nee Castelli)
stayed in touch with her family there until she
died at 102 and traveled to Italy often. When

I would stay with my Pioli grandparents, they
would argue across the kitchen table in their
Italian dialect. It was a good thing I did not
know what they were saying because I think my
grandpa thought I was a spoiled brat!! But my
grandma adored me. One last thing, the young
ROTC officer that was killed in the NIU shooting
a few years back was my grandmother’s youngest sister’s granddaughter (my third cousin, I
believe it works out). I never knew her.
There’s the Italian background. I went to Illinois State for college not really sure at that time
what I wanted to be when I grew up—majoring
in political science with other focuses in English
and Communications. I went to law school at
Northern Illinois University Law sort of on a
whim (my mom wanted me to get my accounting degree). My property law prof (also Italian,
A. Samuel Oddi) also taught the Intellectual
Property classes – patents, copyrights and the
like. I loved him and his classes and after my
second year of law school was certain I wanted
to be a patent lawyer. But, without a science or
engineering degree it was a long shot. I sent
resumes to every patent firm in the city and got
rejected by every office except one. They hired
me and I became even more convinced that this
was my calling, but still lacked the background.
I left that firm for another that made it a condition of employment to go back to school to get
the education to be able to sit for the patent
attorney exam with the Patent and Trademark
Office. It took me about four and a half years,
but I did it (Biology/Chemistry) and became
a registered patent attorney in 1992. I worked
in-house at Helene Curtis here in Chicago and
the Olin Corporation briefly in Connecticut. I
have been with the highly respected Chicago IP
firm of Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione for about
15 years, am a shareholder, and the current
president of the prestigious Intellectual Property
Law Association of Chicago.
My practice includes counseling, patent prosecution, portfolio management and oversight,
right to use and patentability studies and opinions, appeals (both to the Federal Circuit and
the Board of Patent Appeals—the latter of the
two is very active), and advertising clearance.
Other stuff: I took private Italian lessons for
two years from a young woman from Como Italy
until she left to do her doctorate at Stanford.
Needless to say, my Italian is suffering badly.
I tie my own tortellini and make my own pasta,
and am learning to play piano for the first time.
We are going back to Italy, I hope, in October.
Another (wonderful) example of the best of
our community has to offer.

Maywood Courthouse A "Poor Cousin"

[Editor’s note: this article is being republished
from the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin with
permission]

The Cook County courthouse in Maywood
is “often described as the poor cousin” of the
county’s suburban courthouses, said County
Commissioner Peter N. Silvestri.
Because of a list of problems with the building
grounds, the West Suburban Bar Association
(WSBA) has formed a Building Improvement
Committee to recommend changes.
“It was the first (suburban) district courthouse
ever built,” around 1960, said Ferdinand P. Serpe,
president of the WSBA.
The other suburban courthouses in Cook
County were built later, he said, and “they improved on that original design.”
For cars at the 4th Municipal District courthouse at 1500 Maybrook Ave. – just east of First
Avenue and north of the Eisenhower Expressway
– there’s only one way in and out of the parking
lot.
That leads to traffic jams, Silvestri said.
The building’s front entrance is too small. Several
lawyers said there are no spots for attorneys to
sit with clients – either those in custody or who
come from home.
The courthouse has no information desk. Parking is insufficient and the inside of the courthouse
is too hot and too cold, lawyers said.
At least the building may not leak any more
– in 2003, it closed for two days because of a
leaking roof.
Also, Serpe said, a year or two ago, all the
windows were replaced.
“Rain used to come right through the frames,”
he said.
“We’re not saying Maywood has defects.
This isn’t a negative thing.” The committee
wants to look into “what can be improved in
Maywood.”
For instance, he said, the other courthouses
have a larger entrance for people to walk through
metal detectors for security and contain information desks.
“Skokie has individual areas for lawyers to sit
with their clients…semi – walled, right in the
middle of the corridors,” Serpe said.
The other courthouse have seating for the
public in the hallways if the courtrooms overflow, but “there’s no place for the public to sit in
Maywood” if they can’t get in the courtrooms,
Serpe said.
“Other courthouses have an entrance just for
judges,” he said.
The Maywood courthouse lacks a secure,
relatively private place for a lawyer to talk to a
client who is in custody, he said:
Lawyers have to speak to their clients in the
general prisoner lock – up behind the courtroom.
“Obviously privacy is an issue,” Serpe said.
“We’re limited to what we can say and discuss.”

Seniors Must Take
Property Tax Steps
By: Leonard F. Amari & Katherine O’Dell

Commissioner Peter Silvestri (left) &
Joe Gagliardo

Fred Serpe and Richard Pellegrino

The other suburban courthouses have
meeting rooms across from each lockup for
lawyers to talk to clients, Serpe said.
Other courthouses have multilevel parking
garages, but Maywood does not. Sometimes
people have to park blocks away.
“I would love to have a new courthouse”
in Maywood, said Marijane F. Placek, an
assistant public defender who is a member
of the Building Improvement Committee
and a past president of the WSBA.
“But I also understand as a taxpayer that,
in fact, people don’t want to be overburdened
by more taxes and more building, so what
we’re going to do is see if we can fix this
up,” Placek said.
Silvestri said he would like to see a survey done of the judges and the staff in the
courthouse in Maywood “to analyze what
the issues are. Then we need to prioritize.”
“I think our employees do a magnificent job
of administering justice” in that courthouse,
Silvestri said. Serpre and Placek agreed.
The WSBA said the members of the new
committee are Serpe, Silvestri, Placek, and
Michael M. Chvatal, a WSBA board member.
The WSBA also counts Cheryl D. Ingram,
the presiding judge of the 4th Municipal
District, as a committee member.
Reached by phone today, Ingram said:
“I’m aware the West Suburban Bar Association has a committee to study the 4th
Municipal District. No, I’m not on the committee.”

Many of us senior lawyers, practitioners
in Cook County, will have been called by or
certainly will receive phone calls from one or
more of the 270,000 senior citizens in Cook
County who “lost” their senior citizens exemption. They will be asking why they lost it, how
to get it back, and how to get a refund for the
years they lost.
First, let’s define the “Senior Citizens Tax
Exemption” in Cook County. It provides tax
relief by reducing the equalized assessed value
on an eligible single family residence. The savings is in the form of a reduction in the second
installment of the property owners’ real estate
tax bill. Historically, once established, by the
qualifying senior citizen single family property
owner, it was automatically provided every year.
However, in 2012, as a result of legislation signed
by the Governor, this exemption was no longer
automatic, year-to-year, and the senior citizen is
now required, presently at least, to apply annually for this tax saving. Pursuant to the website
of the Cook County Assessor, Joseph Berrios,
“this exemption is available to all Cook county
home owners who were born prior to or in the
year 1946 and use their home as their primary
residence. This exemption entitles a senior to a
reduction in equalized assessed value of his or
her property.” Of course, this means that some
senior home owners who did not “reapply” for
this exemption will end up with higher property
tax bills for failing to file the correct paperwork
year after year.
This homestead exemption results in tax
breaks ranging from as little as $157 dollars for
qualified home owners last year in an upscale
community such as Kenilworth, to as much as
over $800 for seniors in not so affluent neighborhoods such as, and for example, Ford Heights.
In Chicago, the average senior tax savings
amounted to about $193 in the year 2011.
Therefore, our senior lawyers will be getting
calls from elderly home owners asking what happened, which now you know, and how to “get
back” this exemption. First, let’s make specific
what your senior citizen home owner must be
or have in order to qualify for this exemption/
tax savings:
• You must be 65 years of age or older during
the tax year for which you are applying;
• You must either own the property or have a
lease or contract which makes you responsible
for the real estate taxes; and
• The property must be your principal residence.
The procedure and the documents necessary
to provide with the application for these Senior
Citizens are the completing and signing of a
Senior Citizens Exemption Application Form.
Continued on page 18
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Seniors, continued from page 17
Information necessary to complete that form
is easily found on your property tax bill, e.g.,
permanent index number and township. The application form can be acquired from any of the
regional offices of the Cook County Assessor,
at its downtown office at 118 N. Clark Street,
3rd floor, or can be downloaded from on the
Assessor’s website.
It is necessary to accompany your application
with a recent real estate tax bill for the subject
property and proof of age. If the recent tax bill
is unavailable the home owner, senior citizen,
must supply one or more document that would
prove the home address such as a voter’s registration card, voting record from the tax year(s)
for which is being applied or a driver’s license
or an Illinois Identification card showing the
address as the property address and issued prior
to the earliest year for which the application is
being made.
As to proof of age, it is necessary to submit
only one official document that clearly shows
the date of birth of the applicant such as a
Driver’s License, Illinois Identification Card,
Alien Registration Card, Social Security Form
2458, Naturalization Papers, Passport, or Birth
or Baptismal Certificate and the like. Of course,
women who submit documents with a maiden
name must provide a Marriage Certificate to
show connection with current married name.
The Assessor’s website indicates this application
can be done by mail but the by-mail applicants
are encouraged only to send copies keeping the
originals, because the documents are not returned
to the home owner by the Assessor. Of course,
it is much easier, and more immediate, to apply
in person at the Assessor’s office downtown or
at any of its regional offices.
Now, let’s assume that a senior citizen lost the
exemption, reestablishes the exemption moving
forward but is entitled to a refund for the year
(or years) that the Senior Citizen Exemption
wasn’t provided. What do we tell that client?
First point out that the refunds are not made
automatically. The senior seeking a refund for
the year that that exemption wasn’t provided
must submit a refund application along with
proof of payment of the subject taxes.
The Assessor’s website makes it clear what
must accompany the application for refunds,
reminding the reader again that the refund application can be acquired from the Assessor’s
website or in person at any one of its offices.
Sign and return the application in person or by
mail, with one or more of the following proofs
of payment for each payment:
• Copy of canceled check(s); copy of imprinted,
validated tax bill and the like.
With just short of 300,000 seniors losing their
Senior Citizen Exemptions in Cook County, it
no longer being available automatically, and
the requirement of annual applications, many
of us can expect calls from our elderly clients
asking the questions set out in this brief article
highlighting those answers.
We hope this helps.
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Insurance Insustry Report
By: Roy Puccini
My prior articles
were on Property
and Casualty Insurance and Workers Comp and the
importance it is
to review them
and make sure
the classes in the
policy are correct.
Also it would be
important to review blanket coverage which
can be added on the property when possible
and to review deductibles to make sure they
are the best cost saving plan for the client.
In this article I want to explain the importance of the Employment Practice Liability
and Directors and Officers coverage in today
economy. We need to make sure our clients
have these in place in our current slow-down
economy especially with the changing new
health care coverage being put into place this
year and in the future. With the new changes
in health care it is more important than ever for
companies to have these coverages in place,
especially smaller companies that could have
issues with the new coverages. Companies
(smaller) will look for ways to reduce the
cost of health care for employees.
Some small and medium companies will
cut work forces to reduce staff or out- source
certain jobs to other companies to help reduce
staff. Some companies will take benefits
away from all employees and have them buy
their own. Even with a penalty these smaller
companies might be better off paying the
small amount of fine. In addition, companies
will look to see how many older employees
they have and may lay off some of these to
reducetheir costs.
With the new health care coverage, it will
not reduce cost to what insurance companies
are charging but will have an increased effect
to the company due to the changes in the new
plans. The major issue is that the small and
medium companies cannot keep increasing
costs to employees to help share in the benefits
and the rates on the increases.
Now let’s address the issue of lay-offs to reduce cost of older employees being terminated
and how it will open the door to employment
liability suits. Wrongful termination for age or
sexual discrimination of an employee would
cause the employee to seek damages against
the company.
People will look to where they can collect
money from their former company. Suits will
follow both in Employment Practice Liability
and also against the Directors or Officers of

the company. I know many will not have
much of a claim but to defend against these
suits will still cost dollars and without this
protection coverage the owner might be held
personally responsible. Policies must be a
broad form in coverage including prior acts.
I know most suits will go no-where, but still
the cost of the defense could be substantial.
We have seen in the past where in a slowdown economy claims increase. This was in
the area of Workers Comp but now employees
have other ways to try to collect when terminated. The insurance claims in these areas are
on a high level of increase and companies
have to have them in force to avoid financial
hardships. I encourage your clients to review
these and have coverages put in force before
anything happens.
[Editor’s note: Roy S. Puccini can be reached
by phone (630-461-0671) or e-mail (roypuccini35@gmail.com).]

Help Wanted!
We always have a number of resumes
of young lawyers seeking an associate
position, and law students at local law
schools seeking law clerk positions.
There are also individuals looking for
secretarial or assistant positions in a
law firm setting, most with previous
experience in a law oﬃce.
Interested parties can contact the Editor, Leonard F. Amari at 312-255-8550
or lfa@amari-locallo.com. A listing
of those seeking positions are also
listed on our website, along with their
resumes. View them at:
www.justinians.org.

Elder Law Update:
The Fiscal Cliff and It's Impact on Seniors and the Elder Law/Care Community

IP Corner
By: Angelina M. Filippo

By: Anthony Ferraro
The Senate passed a compromise bill, called
the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012
(ATRA), to avert the fiscal cliff at about 2 AM
on January 1, 2013 by an overwhelming 89 to
8 vote.
ATRA is generally classified as tax legislation, but has built into it numerous provisions
affecting public benefits, elder care, Elder Law
and our seniors and boomers in general.
What does this mean for seniors? Consider
the following:
1. Tax rate changes - The bill permanently extended current tax rates for individuals earning
less than $400,000 and couples earning less
than $450,000. Wealthy taxpayers (those making more than $400,000) will revert back to a
39.6% (up from 35%) tax rate. Taxpayers in this
wealthy category will also see an increase in
their capital gains tax rate and dividend tax rate
from 15% to 20%. Also, married couples that
earn more than $300,000 and individuals that
earn more than $250,000 will face a phaseout
of the personal tax exemption.
2. Estate Tax Changes - The estate tax is alive
and well. The federal estate tax exemption for
2013 will be $5.25 million per person and be
indexed for inflation in future years. Effective
January 1, 2013, the top federal estate tax rate
will increase from 35% to 40%. Portability
of the unused exemption will remain in place
for spouses. And the gift tax exemption will
remain at $5 million. The Illinois estate tax
exemption will increase to $4 million per
person for 2013.
3. Payroll tax - Since 2011, the payroll tax
rate, which funds Social Security, was kept at
4.2%. Starting January 1, 2013, the payroll
tax rate will now revert back to 6.2% for those
earning wages.
4. Good news for doctors (and all of us) - For
another year, doctors will not suffer the previously scheduled 27% reimbursement cuts to
Medicare patients' fees.
5. Older Americans Act funding - There is additional increased funding for important aging
programs. For fiscal year 2013, Area Agencies
on Aging will receive an additional $7.5 million
in additional funds. The Aging and Disability
Resource Centers received an additional $5
million. The National Center for Benefits and
Outreach Enrollment will also see an increase
of $5 million in funding. Also, Medicare State
Health Insurance Programs (SHIP) will receive
an additional $7.5 million in additional funding for 2013.
6. Sequestration- The scheduled automatic
spending cuts are delayed by a few months

until May 18, 2013. Half of the cuts would come
from defense spending and the other half would
come from non-defense spending.
7. Class Act is repealed - This was to be an
attempt at a national long-term care insurance
program. It was scrapped in exchange for the
establishment of the Commission on LongTerm Care.
8. Commission on Long-Term Care- This commission will develop a plan for the establishment,
implementation and financing of a comprehensive system that ensures availability of long-term
services and support. The commission will look
into the coordination of Medicare, Medicaid
and private long-term care insurance. The commission will have 15 members, including the
President. The various members will represent
the interests of consumers, older adults, family
caregivers, healthcare workers, private longterm care insurance, state insurance departments,
and state Medicaid agencies.
Let's hope they come up with an affordable
long-term care model for our boomers and
seniors.
Remember, the most painful financial crisis
affecting seniors and boomers today is the
devastating cost of long-term care ($6,000 to
$10,000 per month, per person in the Chicagoland area!).
9. Other items - The bill extended Medicare
programs for older Americans including the
payment for outpatient therapy services and
specialized Medicare advantage plans for special
needs individuals. The bill also extended the
qualifying individual program (QI program).
10. Note: This is complicated stuff. But don't
let it stop you. Keep reading in the months
ahead to understand more of the changes and
how they might impact you. Also note that this
bill still doesn't solve the problems regarding
sequester and the debt limit debate. That heavy
lifting is still coming. Things will certainly heat
up between now and May 18, 2013 in trying to
resolve those issues.
The Takeaway:
Stay tuned in. Start your "senior" estate planning now.
The Law Offices of Anthony B. Ferraro, LLC
Rosemont, Illinois
www.abferrarolaw.com

Welcome spring
and welcome
yet more changes (the biggest
so far) in U.S.
P a t e n t L a w.
Since September 16, 2011
the America
Invents Act, 35
U.S.C. 146, has
been in place and
rolled out new and precedent breaking
changes to the U.S. Patent Laws since
their inception. On March 16, 2013, the
biggest change in U.S. Patent Law history
will go into effect – the first inventor to
file provision. 35 U.S.C. 146 Section 3.
Until now and compared to the
rest of the world, the United States has
marched to the beat of a different drummer with respect to who gets the patent
i.e. the first to invent. The law has been
such that even if an inventor was slow
to file his application at the Patent Office, with proper evidence of invention
date and diligence, he would trump the
already-filed application of a second
inventor who got there first by ‘swearing
behind’ the already-filed application. As
of March 16, the U.S. will step in stride
with the world as it embraces the ‘first
inventor to file’ provision - its most
significant change since 1836.
No longer will there be ‘interference’ proceedings, they will now be
called ‘derivation’ proceedings. The
annals of case law on how to define
‘diligence’ and the tried techniques of
‘swearing behind’ will be left to cobweb.
The courts will have to start new records
of precedent on questions of ‘derivation.’
Undoubtedly, the provisional patent application will become the inventor’s and
patent attorney’s new friend.
The provisional patent application
allows an inventor to file an abbreviated disclosure, without claims and the
formalities of a non-provisional application, with the Patent Office securing a
filing date. Typically, this was used as
the inventor sought to refine, test, and
analyze marketing for his new idea. Once
the provisional application is filed, the
inventor has only one year to do what
Continued on page 20
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Tort Notes:
By: James J. Morici, Jr.

The Fifth District
Appellate Court
in Stanton v. Rea,
2012 Ill.App.
(5th 110187) has
ruled that under
application of the
Health Care Services Lien Act,
770 ILCS 23/1 at
sec. Health care
liens are to be deducted only after the deduction of litigation expenses and attorneys
fees. The crux of the Court’s holding rests
with its interpretation of that statute which
it found to protect at least a 30% share of
the recovery for the injured party. “Under
these circumstances we can deduce that our
general assembly intend that the Plaintiff
receive 30% of any judgment or settlement.”
Id. at p. 7.
This, in conjunction with recent changes
to the aforementioned Act, which became
effective on January 1st, make it easier
for injured plaintiffs to deal with liens and
subrogation claims.
In Stanton, the plaintiff was injured in a
motor vehicle collision. The matter eventually proceeded to trail and the plaintiff was
awarded just under $14,000 in money damages. Litigation and trial expenses totaled
approximately $4,500 and there were bills
of approximately $5,800 on behalf of health
care providers and the Illinois Department
of Public Aid. The trial court, in denying
plaintiff’s motion to reconsider its apportionment of the funds allowed 40% of the
verdict to go toward paying the medical
liens pursuant to the Act. With attorneys fees
awarded in the amount of 30%, the litigation costs more than took up the remaining
verdict resulting in the plaintiff receiving
nothing. Id. at p. 3.
On appeal, the plaintiff challenged the lower
court’s reliance on Wendling v. Southern
Illinois Hospital Services, 242 Ill.2d 261,
950 N.E.2d 646 (2011), which held that the
Common Fund Doctrine was not applicable
to health care liens. The Appellate Court
agreed with the plaintiff that the only clear
and fair interpretation of the Act was to
begin a computation of medical expenses
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Legislature and Appellate Court Actions Assist
Injured in Adjudicating Subrogation and
Medical Provider Liens

after litigation expenses and attorneys fees
had been deducted from the original verdict.
Stanton first held that the instant case was
distinguishable from Wendling because
Stanton dealt with costs associated with
acquiring a verdict and not attorneys fees.
The court pointed out that the Wendling
court simply determined that lienholders
were not responsible for a proportionate
share of the attorneys fees under the Common Fund Doctrine. Id. at p. 5.
After analyzing the terms of the Act, the
court stated “Under these circumstances,
we can deduce that our General Assembly
intended that a plaintiff receive 30% of any
judgment or settlement.” Id. Further, that
in order to ensure that the plaintiff receive
30% of the judgment as intended by the Act,
it would be necessary that the computation
of the 40% due medical lienholders does
not begin until the costs associated with
bringing the case to trial and securing payment of the judgment have been deducted
from the original amount of the verdict. Id.
at p. 7. The court held that the trial court
should have begun its calculations of the
40% for the lienholders after the payment
of attorneys fees and costs necessary in
securing the judgment. Id. at p. 7. In addressing the argument that the attorneys
lien should not be calculated until after the
payment of costs, the court noted that the
Act allowed for health care professionals to
seek payment of the balance of their liens
whereas an attorney who helped secure
the verdict had no such right to seek such
additional payment and was required to
accept the 30% despite what their original
fee arrangement. Id. at p. 8.
The amendments to the Health Care Services Lien Act allow the court to reduce
the amount of a subrogation claim when
the plaintiff’s recovery is diminished due
to limited insurance or comparative negligence. The lien is reduced in the same
proportion as the plaintiff’s recovery was
reduced from the value of plaintiff’s injuries
due to limited insurance or comparative
negligence.
The amendment also permits for notification

by registered or certified mail to lienholders
thus making it easier for plaintiffs to bring
medical lienholders under the jurisdiction
of the court for adjudication of their lien.
James J. Morici, Jr. is a partner in the firm
of MORICI, FIGLIOLI & ASSOCIATES,
and represents Plaintiffs in personal injury,
workers’ compensation, and construction
site related injury suits. Read all prior issues of “Tort Notes” at www.MoriciFiglioli.
com.

IP Corner, continued from page 19

he sought out to accomplish in that year.
The provisional patent application must
be converted into a non-provisional application before the year ends; if not the
original filing date will be lost.
At this moment there is the likely
flurry of applications to the Patent Office
in efforts to get in under the old guidelines. All applications filed after March
16 will succumb to the new untested
unprecedented rules. There will likely
be a turn by patent litigators to international precedent as the rest of the world
has been operating under a first-to-file
system for years. With the passing of
the AIA, Congress also commissioned
the Small Business Administration to
consult with the Patent Office to compile
a report on the possible advantages and
disadvantages to small businesses of the
first-to-file system. The report was due
September 16, 2012, it has not yet posted
to the Patent Office website.
For more information please see the U. S.
Patent and Trademark Office website at
www.uspto.gov or contact an Intellectual
Property attorney.
IP Corner provides insight into the world
of Intellectual Property Law. Angelina
M. Filippo has an LL.M. in Intellectual
Property Law. Her firm has recently
relocated to South Elgin, Illinois. Please
send emails to amf@amflegalsuite.com,
review services at www.amflegalsuite.
com, and view her profile on www.linkedin.com or call 312.462.3910.

PAGE 21

Photo Stories

ABOVE: ISBA mid-year meeting in December. Justinians from left: Jon DeMoss,
John Locallo, Leonard Amari and Joseph
Bisceglia.
AND BELOW: Celia Gamrath, John Locallo,
Leonard Amari, Vincent Cornelius

ABOVE: Past presidents at the Republican Political
Convention in Tampa in August, Franco Coladipietro
and Don Storino.

ABOVE: Sam Tornatore, upon
being sworn in as DuPage
County Trustee

ABOVE: At a recent ISBA reception, ISBA
3rd VP Umberto Davi, 2nd VP Rick Felice,
immediate Past President John Locallo,
President John Thies.
ABOVE: Chief Justice Kilbride, Carlos Vera,
Natalia Souza and John Locallo from the
Illinois Bar Foundation Gala.
RIGHT: Members of 5-Thirty perform live
at Buddy Guy’s Legend’s in Chicago. Band
members include: John Locallo, Matthew
Hanssel, Carlos Vera, Scott Parker, Tom
Battista, Alan O’Keefe.

ABOVE: Dan Bellino, career Justinian, JMLS GRAD, circa 2007, works a
game at Yankee stadium
RIGHT: Sam Tornatore, Franco
Coladipietro, Dominick Lanzito and
Anthony Farace enjoying Gene and
Judes hot dogs after leaving our
very successful 2013 Installation and
Award Dinner – an annual tradition.
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ABOVE: Tom Jaconetti, career Justinian, and
chief deputy, oﬃce of Cook County Assessor,
visits the oﬃces of Amari & Locallo.

Photo Stories
LEFT: Baby
Drew Jacobsohn (new
grandson of
Barry Schatz.

ABOVE: Father
Michael Garanzini,
President of Loyola.
Photographed with
Leonard Amari,
John Gagliardo and
Joe Locallo.

RIGHT: Kevin Madsen, with Amari &
Locallo (DuPage office) and wife Jessica
welcomed. baby,
Zoey Kathryn.

ABOVE: Jack Pecoraro
and family welcome
Arabella Amelia Rath,
the newest addition to
their family.

ABOVE: MaryAnn Hynes, Katherine Amari
O’Dell, Carla Michelotti, and Paula Maggio.

ABOVE: Leonard Amari with his new
best pal, Nino Scalia, after attending a
luncheon in Mr. Scalia’s honor in late
September 2012.

ABOVE: 2nd Place IAPC Bocce Team. Left
to right: Franco, Frank DiVito, Sam Tornatore and Anthony Russo.

ABOVE: Mark Singer and wife welcomed a son, Brit Milan.

ABOVE: John Tufano and his wife welcomed a baby girl,
Giovanna Rose, to their family on February 1, 2013. Everyone is doing well and we wish them the best!

ABOVE: Congratulations to Vesna and Tony
Marusic as they welcome their second daughter,
Ana.

ABOVE: Congratulations to Jen and Kenny
Haase on their baby, Kenny .
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Miscellanea
By: Leonard F. Amari
¾ The National Conference of Bar Presidents
(NCBP) has appointed
John G. Locallo to its
executive council. The executive council consists of
recent bar presidents who
want to share their experiences and perspectives
with current bar leaders.
The NCBP was founded
in 1950 to provide information and training to
state and local bar association leaders. Included
among its many past leaders are former ABA
presidents.

¾ Grace Court has relocated to Cleveland,
Ohio to support a new job opportunity for her
husband. She will continue to work for DLA
Piper from this location.
¾ Northern Illinois University College of
Law Dean Jennifer L. Rosato was a 2012
Distinguished Speaker for the Illinois attorney general’s office as part of their in-house
professional development program. Rosato
presented “With Liberty and Justice for All:
How to Acknowledge and Address Unconscious
Perceptions in the Justice System” on Sept. 20
in Springfield. Her program addressed how
implicit bias affects professional relationships
and the administration of justice on a number
of levels.

Judge Gloria Coco and John Locallo; both past
Justinian presidents.

Dean Rosato (center) with past presidents:
John Locallo and Katherine Amari O'Dell.

¾ Congratulations to Louis Cairo and everyone at GWC for another successful year of the
charity event, Shoot for a Cure, raising money
for The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.
The event was a huge success raising $25,000
for LLS! Lou shown below with his children
Deanna and Louis Jr., JMLS students.

¾ Our distinguished officer, Frank A. Sommario, of Romanucci & Blandin, LLC, has been
named to Law Bulletin Publishing Company’s
“40 Illinois Attorneys Under 40 to Watch for
2012.” Frank is a member of the Illinois State
Bar Association and is also the Treasurer of the
Justinian Society of Lawyers. He is currently
the President of the Workers’ Compensation
Lawyers Assocation (WCLA) and a member
of the American Association for Justice and the
Illinois Trial Lawyers Association.

¾ Illinois State Bar Association immediate
past President John G. Locallo visited the
Northern Illinois University College of Law on
Thursday, and gave a presentation titled “Law
and Technology.” Locallo presented an approach
to navigating the changing demands of the legal
practice in a world of advancing technology.
He gave an overview of relevant and effective
devices and applications available to the modern
attorney, covering such various aspects of legal
work as filing, client communication, billing,
organization, time management, social media
and marketing.
¾ Career Justinian and good friend, the
Honorable James P. Etchingham (Retired)
has joined ADR Systems of America. Jim is
now available for the full spectrum of Alternate
Dispute Resolution Processes through ADR
Systems. His services include Mediation, Arbitration, Special Master and Neutral Fact Finder.
With more than 34 years as a trial attorney and
judge, Jim has extensive experience settling a
wide range of disputes, including complex civil
matters, personal injury, auto liability, civil
rights, domestic relations, and government and
real estate cases. We wish Jim good luck in this
next stage of his most prominent career.
¾ Anthony B. Ferraro lead a presentation
for CLE to discuss the recent changes in Illinois Medicaid Laws and how they can affect
your practice and clients. The event took place
November 19, 2012 in Arlington Heights.

Past President Tony Ferraro (left), Mike
Monico and Past President Rich Caldarazzo.

¾ During the fall of 2012, Michael D. Monico
(of Monico & Spevack) was presented with the
“Judge Joel Flaum Award” at The Chicago Inn
of Court’s meeting. Congratulations on this
wonderful honor. Another piece of good news
about past president Mike Monico, Justice Mary
Jane Theis created a blue ribbon committee of
extraordinarily prominent people from this legal
community to screen candidates seeking an appointment from the Supreme Court. Of course,
Mike Monico was appointed to that committee,
we’re all very proud of Mike.
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President Gregg Garofalo, immediate past
President Katherine O'Dell, 2nd VP Anita
DeCarlo, Treasurer Frank Sommario, Secretary Mike Bonamarte and 1st VP Judge Bob
Bertucci.
¾ Congratulations to Robert L. Capizzi
(along with a few others) on being named a
partner of the firm Jones & Day

¾ Carla R. Michelotti and Mary-Ann Hynes
sat on the panel for “Female General Counsels
Promoting the Advancement of Women” in
October 2012. The panel was presented by the
Women’s Bar Association of Illinois.
¾ In November, Jac A. Cotiguala presented
a one-hour CLE class, “The Anatomy of a Wage
and Hour Claim in Federal Court.” Cotiguala
handles labor and employment law and wage
and hour law.

Miscellanea
¾ Congratulations to David M. Dolendi on
being elevated to partner at Sedgwick LLP in
Chicago effective January 1, 2013.
¾ Congratulations to Anthony J. Fornelli
for being honored in November 2012 by Saint
Ignatius College Prep at the 2nd Annual Business Society Luncheon.

Past Presidents Anthony Fornelli and Judge
Gloria Coco with retired Justice Moses
Harrison.
¾ Congratulations to Dominic DiFrisco upon
the richly deserved City of Chicago recognition
in honoring the naming of a street in his name.
The ceremonial hanging of the street sign with
his name occurred on Saturday, November 3rd
at 10:00am at the corner of Astor and Schiller.
Dominic has been a leading light in the fight to
improve the condition of Italian-Americans in
the Chicago area his entire career. Of course,
Dominic was celebrated this year by our society
with its significant lifetime achievement award.
Congratulations to you, Dominic.

¾ Daniel J. Garramone III is proud to announce his employment with MarCal Law, P.C.
He joined the company as an associate attorney
for commercial and residential zoning disputes,
zoning ordinance amendments, real estate
property tax reassessments, and closings. He is
excited to his business and litigation expertise
into this area of law practice. With the mentorship of Richard J. Caldarazzo, he plans to grow
the business.
¾ The American Land Title Association
(ALTA), the national trade association of the land
title insurance industry, announced that Peter
J. Birnbaum has been appointed to its board
of governors for the 2012-2013 year. Birnbaum
has served as president and chief executive officer of Attorneys’
Title Guaranty
Fund Inc. since
1991. A judge in
the Illinois Court
of Claims since
2004, Birnbaum
has also worked
in leadership positions on various corporate and
philanthropic
boards. He currently serves on
the Jesse White
Foundation and
the board of overseers of IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law. Peter,
shown above with his wife.
¾ During the luncheon of the Midyear Meeting of the Illinois Judges Association and Illinois
State Bar Association in December 2012, four
people received awards. Including our beloved
retired state Appellate Court Justice Gino L.
DiVito, a partner at Tabet, DiVito & Rothstein
LLC, received the “Harold Sullivan Award.”
Congratulations on this wonderful accomplishment!

Steve Philips and Louis Cairo
¾ Alison & Matt Kellam welcomed a baby
girl, Katherine Lynne, in April 2012. Congratulations!
¾ Segal, McCambridge, Singer & Mahoney
Ltd. announced that Freddy I. Fonseca joined
the firm as an associate. Fonseca focuses on
various stages of litigation and is well – versed in
drafting motions, conducting extensive research
and assisting in trial preparation.
¾ Congratulations to the highly respected past
President Joseph G. Bisceglia on his recognition as one of the Top 100 “Super Lawyers” in
Illinois for 2013.

Dominic DeFrisco, Justice Moses Harrison
and past President John Locallo.

¾ A partner at the Law Office of Kupets &
DeCaro P.C., Dennis J. DeCaro, was recently
named chairman of the board of the Epilepsy
Foundation of Greater Chicago. DeCaro became
involved with the Epilepsy Foundation in 1999
when he represented a family from Hanover Park
that sued the Hanover Park police, paramedics
and an Illinois State Police Trooper. The suit
alleged that they asphyziated a 26-year-old man
while he suffered a seizure. DeCaro was on the
board of directors for the past 12 years before
becoming chairman in September.

¾ As we can see, member Steve Phillips
has been very busy as of late: on October 8,
2012 Steve was a featured speaker for the
Illinois Trial Lawyers Association’s Update
and Review Seminar regarding “Evidence and
Procedure.” He was also a featured speaker at
Illinois Trial Lawyers Association’s December
8, 2012 Medical Malpractice Seminar regarding
“Case Selection and Screening.” The Illinois
Trial Lawyers Association is the largest bar association in Illinois which represents exclusively
people who are injured due to the negligence
of other people or entities. Additionally, in
2012, Mr. Philips was reelected as Top 100
Trail Lawyers in Illinois by the National Trial
Lawyers Association. He was also voted Top
Rated Lawyer by American Lawyer Media and
Martindale – Hubbell. Finally, in December
2012, Mr. Philips traveled to Washington with
all of the Illinois Trial Lawyers Association’s
board members to have dinner with four (4)
United States Senators.

Judge Gino DiVito, Tim Eaton and
past President Joe Gagliardo.
¾ Haskin & Corrigan P.C. announced that
Nicholas R. Galasso joined the firm as an associate. Galasso focuses on transactional law
and family law. He was previously an associate
at Nyberg & Cassioppi LLC.

Past Presidents Joe Bisceglia and
Rich Caldarazzo
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Miscellanea
¾ Frank DeBoni was featured on the TV
show “Check Please” at Rosewood Restaurant
in Rosemont. The episode aired on March 1,
2013.
¾ Congratulations to Antonio Romanucci
on being recognized by his peers as one of the
Top 100 “Super Lawyers” in Illinois for 2013.

¾ Chicago-Kent College of Law will honor
Justinian past-president, James J. Morici, Jr. for
his support of his alma mater by commemorating
the “James J. Morici, Jr. Advocacy Corridor” in
the school’s lobby. Morici, a 1979 graduate of
the school has been a continual supporter and
serves as an adjunct faculty member teaching
trial advocacy. Past-President Morici, managing partner of Morici, Figlioli & Associates, has
also been recognized by the American Society
of Legal Advocates for his overall contributions
to the legal community as one of Illinois’ most
accomplished personal injury trial lawyers

¾ Edwards, Wildman, Palmer LLP added
Christine H. Rosso as an associate. Rosso will
focus on business law matters. She was previously at Seyfarth, Shaw LLP.
¾ Secretary of State, Jesse White, along with
his Chief of Staff, Tom Benigno, stopped by the
Justinian Society headquarters in early March.
Pictured below.

¾ Past President Richard Caldarazzo
(below), as he does on a regular basis, gave a
seminar to the John Marshall Law School on
March 4, 2013 which according to our Chapter
President, Nicole Petrarca, was wonderful!
Past Presidents Antonio Romanucci (left)
and Richard Caifano with President Gregg
Garofalo (center)
¾ Lombard, IL, July 30, 2012, Louis V.
Pavone, Esq. recently returned from the 2012
Planning for the Generations Symposium in
Denver where more than 500 estate planning
professionals and elder law professionals
gathered to advance their knowledge and learn
new strategies to serve clients. The event was
presented by WealthCounsel, the Advisors
Forum and ElderCounsel. In addition, Mr.
Pavone who was one of twelve finalists from
a field of approximately 2,500 WealthCounsel
estate planning attorneys who had the opportunity to participate in the WealthCounsel’s video
campaign, was announced by WealthCounsel as
a second place finisher in the Creating Lasting
Legacies Video Competition. He was awarded
$750.00 at WealthCounsel’s Planning 4 Generations Symposium July 18, in Denver Colorado.
Nearly 1700 consumers and industry professionals voted for the twelve videos submitted
for this public relations campaign, designed to
raise awareness of the importance of proper
estate planning.

¾ Congratulations to beloved past President
Sam Tornatore upon his election to the DuPage
County Board. Also, Governor Pat Quinn appointed several attorneys to a number of state
boards, commissions and offices including Illinois Housing Development Authority - Sam
Tornatore. Photographed below with his nephew
and protégé Vince Vidmer.

¾ Greenberg, Traurig LLP added Carrie M.
Risatti as a shareholder. Risatti will focus on
representing developers, investors and lenders
in multifamily, retail and industrial development
projects. She was previously with Much, Shelist
P.C.
¾ Congratulations to Fred Serpe, upon his
being installed as president of the highly respected West Suburban Bar Association. He was
installed at the organization’s annual gala dinner
on April 6, 2013 at The Medinah Shrine Center.
Members from our community also serve to its
2013 board include: Nicole Capraro, Umberto S.
Davi, Angelo Del Marto, Mario Palermo, Joseph
Ponsetto, Steven Rizzi and Donna Rotunno.

¾ Our Society, its officers and members
congratulate the new officers of the wonderful
Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans, the
hub organization of all the societies, clubs and
associations of our ethnic community. President: Frank Cerrone; 1st Vice President: Mauro
Glorioso (Justinian, Past President); 2nd Vice
President: Christine Cerami; 3rd Vice President:
Enza Raineri; 4th Vice President: Joseph L.
Rago; Secretary: Arlene Elia; Treasurer: Jim
Marnos; Sgt. At. Arms: Ralph Imbrogno

Louis Pavone and family.
¾ Jack J. Casciato joined Segal, McCambridge, Singer & Mahoney Ltd. as an associate. Casciato will focus his practice on mass
tort litigation and defense of manufacturers in
product – liability claims. He was previously
with Stellato & Schwartz Ltd.
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Hon. Dan Locallo with Fred Serpe

Fred Serpe with Frank Cerrone, current
JCCIA president

Miscellanea
¾ Congratulations to Nello Gamberdino II and his
family on the newest addition to their
family. Baby Giada
Maria (right) was
born March 6, 2013.
All are happy and
healthy!

¾ Congratulations to revered past president
Michael V. Favia upon assuming the position
of president of the alumni board of his beloved
John Marshall Law School. Mike is a leading
force at JMLS, also serving on its Board of
Trustees, the board’s executive committee and
chairing the board’s marketing / public relations
committee.

Â Anyone wishing to share information with their fellow Justinians is
encouraged to contact Newsletter Associate Editor Katherine Amari at our Justinian headquarters address: 734 North
Wells Street, Chicago, IL 60654; phone
(312)255-8550; fax (312)255-8551; kaa@
amari-locallo.com.
Â

¾ Congratulations to Renato Turano upon
his re-election to the Roman Senate Pictured
with Joe Locallo.

ISBA 3rd VP Umberto Davi with past presidents John Locallo and Mike Favia.
¾ Congratulations to Dominic Sergi upon assuming the presidency of the Italian – American
Political Coalition, the voice of our community
in the political arena.

We always have a number of resumes of young lawyers seeking an associate position, and law students at local
law schools seeking law clerk positions.
There are also individuals looking for
secretarial or assistant positions in a law
firm setting, most with previous experience in a law oﬃce. Interested parties
can contact the Editor, Leonard F. Amari
at 312-255-8550 or lfa@amari-locallo.
com. A listing of those seeking positions
are also listed on our website, along with
their resumes. View them at:
www.justinians.org.

Nina Albano Vidmer with Dominic Sergi.

From the Archives
Do you recognize anyone?

¾ Congratulations to Sam Cannizzaro
upon his election as President of the Sicilian
American Cultural Association. Pictured below
with members, Gloria Coco, (the late) Al Gallo,
founder, and Katherine Amari O’Dell.
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Verdicts & Settlements
By: Michael F. Bonamarte

¾ Congratulations to Lou Cairo of Goldberg,
Weisman and Cairo on
a $9.3 Million Dollar
Cook County Verdict
for 54 year old Hispanic male killed in a
car crash.
A Cook County
jury has returned a
$9,310,563.00 verdict
on behalf of the family of Luis Ramirez, a
54-year old machine
worker who was killed in a head-on collision
on September 26, 2007 in Elgin. Ramirez
was killed instantly when the car he was driving was struck by a Ford F250 pickup truck
pulling a horse trailer which crossed over the
center line on U.S. Route 20 in Elgin at 6:00
a.m. The defendant, Susan Jayne, claimed that
a phantom semi dump truck made a sudden
left turn in front of her truck causing her to
cross over the center of the highway and drive
directly into on-coming traffic.
The defendant failed to persuade the jury
that a left turning dump truck was the sole
proximate cause of the crash through their
accident re-constructionist who claimed that
the defendant's response was typical of drivers
faced with sudden lane intrusions. Plaintiff's
counsel established that there was more than
sufficient time available for the defendant
to avoid any type of a collision and argued
that she was simply inattentive and driving
too fast for conditions, and that her expert's
Perception-Reaction Time analysis was
flawed, misplaced and totally inapplicable
under the circumstances of the crash.
"We established through compelling
"eyewitness" testimony that the defendant
had more than sufficient time to take evasive
maneuvers to stop, slow and avoid a collision
with the turning semi. Moreover, she had
multiple options available to her that did not
include crossing the center line and killing
an innocent man," according to the family’s
attorney, Louis Cairo.
"It was quite an honor to represent this
very nice family. Their tragic loss has totally
changed the fabric of their lives. It was
incredibly gratifying to see the jury award
them such a just verdict," according to family
attorney Mike Fisher.
The verdict was returned on February 21,
2013 after 6 days of trial presided over by
Judge William Haddad.
¾
Congratulations to Michael F.
Bonamarte of Levin & Perconti on a
$1,500,000.00 settlement on behalf of Is-
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mael Ramirez who was injured at a residential
construction site in Glencoe.
On September 27, 2006, the Plaintiff was
working as a temporary laborer at a residential
construction site. It was the first time he had
ever been at this job site. One of the contractors
for the project contacted the temporary staffing
agency that the Plaintiff worked for and asked
the agency to send laborers to do clean-up work.
The Plaintiff was sweeping and picking up debris
on the second floor of the house at the time of
the accident. Another temporary laborer from
the staffing agency and the Plaintiff moved a
piece of plywood that unbeknownst to them was
covering a chimney stack opening so they could
sweep around and underneath it. The Plaintiff did
not see the hole because the piece of plywood
was obstructing his view and fell through the
opening to ground floor. He sustained severe
injuries including a fractured ankle, fractured
pelvis, and fractured hip.
OSHA law requires holes like the one the
Plaintiff fell through to be affixed and marked.
The chimney hole that he fell through was neither
affixed nor marked. All of the Defendants were
responsible for this defect and the resulting harm
to the Plaintiff.
¾ Congratulations to John J. Perconti of
Levin & Perconti, on a recent $4,000,000.00
medical malpractice settlement. The lawsuit
was filed on behalf of the family of Dominique
Salter, 22, who suffered severe brain damage
when the hospital failed to properly treat a
malfunctioning shunt in her brain.
Dominique Salter, then 21, went to the
emergency room of University of Chicago (U. of
C.) Hospital on November 11, 2007, complaining of a severe headache. She was given pain
medication and sent home with instructions to
return if the headache came back. Dominique
returned to the U. of C. emergency room later
that day, again complaining of a severe headache.
Dominique met with a neurosurgical resident
who diagnosed her with a malfunctioning brain
shunt.
Dominique was born with a condition called
hydrocephalus, an abnormal accumulation of
fluid in the brain. At birth, doctors implanted
a shunt in her head to help drain cerebral spinal
fluid. Dominique’s shunt had malfunctioned
several times in the past as her body grew into
adulthood and each time it required replacement. Prior to each replacement, Dominique
experienced headaches similar to the one she
had on November 11, 2007 and all symptoms
resolved with the shunt replacement.
There were no beds available on the hospital’s neurosurgical intensive care unit when
Dominique was admitted on November 12, 2007,
so she was boarded in the emergency room.
For the next 52 hours, Dominique remained in
the emergency room and was treated with pain
medication for her continuous headache. “While

she was in the emergency room, they did little
to treat her symptoms. They just kept giving
her pain medications, but they weren’t helping
her headaches,” said Benita Salter, Dominique’s
mother. Dominique’s neurosurgeons were aware
of her condition and performed various studies
documenting her failed shunt; however, they
chose to schedule surgery for November 16,
2007.
Unfortunately, Dominique didn’t make it
to the scheduled surgery on November 16th.
In the early morning hours of November 15th,
Dominique suffered a brainstem herniation that
lead to severe and irreversible brain damage. She
was finally taken for emergency surgery at this
time, but it was too late. The pressure within
Dominique’s cranial cavity was so great that it
forced her brain into the hole at the base of her
skull.
“If they would have done the surgery earlier, she would be at home now. She had gone
through this surgery before, and each time she
was back to normal and getting around soon
after the surgery. She wouldn’t be in the state
she is now,” said Gelene and Joseph Salter,
Dominique’s grandparents.
The lawsuit alleges that the University of
Chicago staff had over two days to address Dominique’s condition, yet her signs and symptoms
of increasing intracranial pressure were repeatedly ignored. Her family tried to convince the
doctors to operate sooner, but their pleas were
dismissed. Due to this neglect, Dominique now
exists in a vegetative state, on a ventilator, with
little hope of recovery.
“It is shocking that Dominique’s doctors
failed to address her symptoms immediately.
The doctors knew she had dangerously high
intracranial pressures and elected not perform
a simple procedure to relieve the pressure and
prevent the brain from herniating. She had
been through this process several times before
and clearly indicated to her doctors that she
was experiencing the same headaches she had
before previous shunt replacements,” said John
Perconti, Dominique’s attorney. “If they had
performed surgery soon after she was admitted,
Dominique would be living a normal life. ”
¾ Congratulations to Matteo Rago, career Justinian and highly respected and revered attorney,
of Matteo Rago & Associates on another seven
figure settlement for a traumatic brain injury
arising out of a construction site negligence case
plus a waiver in excess of $400,000 worker’s
compensation lien. The client, a bricklayer,
employed by a subcontractor, fell approximately
20 feet off scaffolding which caused episodes of
epilepsy. Matteo refuted defense arguments that
the general contractor was not responsible for
the oversight of the construction project. Due
to a confidentiality clause entered into between
the parties Matteo is unable to divulge the names
of the parties.

Verdicts, continued from page 28
¾ Congratulations to Regina Picone Etherton of Regina P. Etherton & Associations on a
$600,000 settlement. At approximately 12 p.m.
on May 31, 2011, Carmen, 49 year-old single
female, while on vacation from Pennsylvania
visiting her friend, was leisurely riding a bicycle
westbound on Cermak Road to her sister’s
gravesite in the city of Riverside, Illinois. When
she reached the intersection of Cermak and 17th
Avenue she stopped her bike and waited for the
green light and walk sign to come on. After the
green light and walk sign were illuminated, Carmen entered the cross walk and began to pedal her
bicycle slowly across 17th Avenue. She had only
been in the crosswalk briefly when a sport utility
vehicle owned and operated by the Defendant
slammed into Carmen’s leg after commencing
a right turn on red. Carmen suffered a fractured
left tibial plateau that required an open reduction
and internal fixation surgery.
¾ Congratulations to Greg Conforti of Johnson & Bell. Greg represented a Defendant truck
driver who was sued for hitting a bicyclist. The
Plaintiff bicyclist argued that the truck’s turn
signal was not activated so she assumed that
the truck was going straight. The Defendant
insisted that the truck’s right turn signal was on
and faulted the Plaintiff for riding in the truck’s
blind spot, wearing dark clothing, and failing
to have a forward facing headlamp. The case
went to trial and Greg helped his client get a
not guilty verdict.
¾ Congratulations to John Spesia of Spesia
& Ayers on a $400,000 settlement on behalf of
an elderly motorist who suffered fatal injuries
when her eastbound vehicle collided with the
Defendant’s westbound vehicle which allegedly crossed the center line of Sherrill Road in
rural Minooka.
¾ Congratulations to Joseph DiPino of Beverly
& Pause on a not guilty verdict. On December
1, 2008, Joanne Steenveld, Sarah Conway, Mary
Heidkamp and Kathleen O’Toole, were in the
Defendant’s Toyota Camry returning a funeral
in DeKalb, Illinois. In snowy weather with
wind gusts up to 28 mph the Defendant hit a
slick patch near Fairview Drive in DeKalb, lost
control of her vehicle, crossed the center line,
traveled across the northbound lane and slowed
in a cornfield on the east side of the road. The
Defendant truck driver who was operating a semi
tractor-trailer northbound braked and steered to
his right in an attempt to avoid the Camry but
collided with the car in the cornfield. Three of the
passengers in the Camry sustained fatal injuries.
The Defendant driver of the Camry contended
that she used ordinary care and could not have
anticipated the slick patch in the roadway.

¾
Congratulations to John Saletta and
Gregory Ignoffo on a $13 million medical
malpractice verdict. After undergoing a total
knee replacement the Plaintiff developed compartment syndrome. The Plaintiff argued that the
Defendants failed to timely address the condition
resulting in drop foot and other complications.
The Defendant argued that revascularization
surgery had been recommended to the Plaintiff
but she had refused. However, Plaintiff insisted
that the Defendants had fabricated her refusal
after realizing that the delay in surgery had
resulted in permanent muscle damage.
¾ Congratulations to Stephan Blandin of
Romanucci & Blandin on a $2.5 million settlement. Stephan represented a window washer who
suffered injuries after falling from a roof while
washing windows at a hospital. The window
washer who was working on the roof at Centegra
Memorial Medical Center in Woodstock lost
track of the edge and fell 30 feet to the ground.
He was taken inside the hospital but due to the
severity of the injuries was transferred to Advocate Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge
within the hour. He suffered multiple fractures
to his feet, pelvis, three vertebrae on his lower
back and right wrist. An artery injury in his left
leg led to a below the knee amputation. The
window washer sued the hospital alleging it
failed to provide him a safe place to work and
failed to provide him with the necessary safety
equipment. The hospital responded that it was
the responsibility of Mueller’s employer to determine the safety of the workplace and provide
the equipment. The hospital sued the employer,
Program Professional’s Inc., in Des Plaines.
The roof lacked a perimeter guard or anchors
for the window washer to use with a safety harness which is required under the building code
regulations of Occupational Safety and Health
Administration and American National Standards Institute. The window washing company
relied on a monitor or a spotter to stand there
and warn the window washers when they got
too close to the edge. They never did anything
to make the job site safe.
¾ Congratulations to Regina Picone Etherton
on a $450,000 medical malpractice settlement.
The Plaintiff went to his internist for his routine
annual checkup. During this time period his PSA
values drastically rose past warning levels. The
Defendants failed to advise the Plaintiff that his
PSA results indicated clinical signs of prostate
cancer and failed to recommend the Plaintiff to a
urologist for follow up care. When the Plaintiff
was finally told of his abnormal PSA values in
2007 he was already in the most severe stage
of prostate cancer. The late diagnosis resulted
in the Plaintiff undergoing radiation therapy
after radical prostatectomy which resulted in
radiation cystitis.

¾ Congratulations to Regina Picone Etherton
on a $1 million settlement in a medical malpractice case. On April 20, 2007, a mother brought
her 18 month-old son to La Rabida Children’s
Hospital Emergency Room seeking treatment
for her son’s high fever. The hospital failed to
perform a complete examination of the child,
diagnosed the child with outer ear infection and
discharged him to take medicine for an outer ear
infection. The next day the mother took her son
to the emergency room of South Shore Hospital because her son’s condition had worsened.
South Shore Hospital was not equipped to treat
a child in his condition. Despite that fact, South
Shore waited for more than four hours before
transferring the child. During that four hour
period the hospital failed to properly monitor the child’s condition and failed to provide
necessary life sustaining treatment. The child’s
condition continued to worsen and he went into
respiratory arrest. Only then was he transferred
to the University of Chicago Medical Center
where he died that evening. During discovery
it was discovered that South Shore altered the
child’s medical records to make it appear that
he was not in critical condition while he was
waiting for the treatment at South Shore. Autopsy confirmed that the child was suffering
from a middle ear infection, not an outer ear
infection. The untreated middle ear infection
progressed into a fatal case of meningitis which
killed the child.
¾ Congratulations again to Regina Picone
Etherton on a $6,250,000 settlement against the
City of Chicago. On May 21, 2011, the Plaintiffs,
a husband and wife who ran a photography
business, were photographing a wedding party
at the corner of Cedar Street and Rush Street in
Chicago. At that time, the Defendant driver drove
a City of Chicago waste truck over the curb of
the intersection injuring both Plaintiffs and numerous other bystanders. The Defendant driver
was acting within the scope of his employment
for the Defendant City of Chicago at the time
of collision and was intoxicated. After lengthy
criminal proceedings, the Defendant driver pled
guilty to four counts of aggravated DUI and was
sentenced to nine years in prison.
On May 21, the Plaintiff husband was 34
years-old and the Plaintiff wife was 27 yearsold. They were married on September 12, 2009.
The Plaintiff husband had been a National Merit
Semi-Finalist. He graduated in the top 2% of
his class and had SAT verbal scores of 660 and
SAT quantitative scores of 750. As a result of the
collision, the Plaintiff husband suffered a severe
brain injury, fractures to his skull, multiple facial
fractures, bilateral orbital fractures, bilateral
maxillary fractures, a left epidural hematoma,
a left orbital hematoma, a C7 fractured spine,
eye socket fractures, facial lacerations, and liver
damage. He underwent numerous major surgeries on his brain and face which include but are
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Verdicts, continued from page 29
not limited to: brain surgery, facial reconstructive
surgery, a left craniotomy for evacuation of the
epidural hematoma, repairs of the facial lacerations, open reductions of the bilateral orbital
fractures, and open reductions of the bilateral
maxillary fractures. Plates remain in his brain. He
suffered through daily and exhausting therapies
in an effort to restore a quality to his life. He
suffers from learning deficits, cognitive defects,
and vision problems. He remains impaired in his
cognitive, physical, and emotional function and
it unable to return to the position he once loved.
He remains unable to drive. His wife, the other
Plaintiff, nursed him and supported him through
a long difficult and tedious recovery process that
will likely continue for the rest of his life. His
wife was forced to assume all household duties
and the role of caretaker. The life that these two
individuals earned, deserved, and worked so hard
to create was quickly and tragically taken away
forever by the unfortunate sequence of events
that resulted in the Defendant driver operating
a City of Chicago vehicle while intoxicated.
¾ Congratulations to attorney Richard Pullano, who secured a $14 million settlement
for a Lynwood, Illinois resident for injuries he
sustained in a multi-car accident caused by a
local tow truck company.
Jerry Powers was a passenger in a van driven
by a co-worker when they were rear-ended by
a tow truck near the 63rd Street exit of the Dan
Ryan Expressway. It was alleged that the truck
driver, who was operating an 18,000 pound
tow truck while towing two vehicles, caused
the accident by trying to rapidly change lanes
when traffic had slowed to a stop.
Upon investigation, it was further alleged
that the driver had a history of significant traffic
violations that his employer had failed to check
or simply chose to ignore. Violations included
excessive speeding, driving on a suspended
license, and driving under the influence. Prior
to the accident, the truck driver’s license had
been suspended five times.
“It is incomprehensible how any commercial
carrier could allow this person to drive a tow
truck,” said Richard Pullano, lead attorney on
the case. “His driving record alone was sufficient
to keep him off the road since it demonstrated
a complete disregard for the safety of others.
But the fact that the employer knew that he
lied about his safety record and still entrusted
him with the keys made the decision even more
egregious.”
The $14 million settlement is higher than
any previously reported in Illinois for a plaintiff
over 60 years old who was rendered a paraplegic
because of an accident, according to the Jury
Verdict Reporter. The case was filed in the Circuit
Court of Cook County, Illinois.
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Passing of Relatives
and Friends
The Justinian Society, its brothers and sisters, sincerely extend our sympathies for your
losses.

A Prayer:
We little knew that morning,
God was going to call your name.
In life we loved you dearly,
In death we do the same.
It broke our hearts to lose you,
You did not go alone,
For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.
You left us beautiful memories,
Your love is still our guide,
And though we cannot see you,
You are always by our side.
Our family chain is broken,
And nothing seems the same,
But as God calls us one by one,
The chain will link again
= James F. Caruso
The condolences of our officers and members
are extended to family of James F. Caruso
whose passing recently was of too young in
age. Our prayers go out to Peter and Thersea,
the mother and father of James F. Caruso.
= Frank Petro
We send our deepest condolences to the family
of Frank Petro whose long battle with illness
ended on Oct. 12th, 2012. Our prayers go out
to his family and friends.
= Deloris Cerny
The dear wife of Past President, retired Judge
Bruno Tassone, Cheri, lost her mother, Deloris
Cerny. She is in our prayers.
= Ettore DiVito
The father of Brother Justinian Frank DiVito
passed, former CDP Commander, Ettore
DiVito.
= Joseph DuCanto
ISBA Laureate and career leading Justinian,
Joseph DuCanto, 85, a founding partner of
Schiller DuCanto & Fleck, passed away after
a brief illness on Friday, February 8th. “Joe”
DuCanto became a founding partner of the
Chicago law firm Schiller DuCanto & Fleck
in 1981. He devoted himself professionally
to elevating the status of the practice of matrimonial law, and of its practitioners. With
his dedicated guidance and support, shared
equally by his partners, Schiller DuCanto
& Fleck has become one of the most distinguished matrimonial law firms in the country.
Best Lawyers in America has named it the

number one ranked Family-Law divorce law
firm in the United States. Mr. DuCanto was
known throughout the country for preparation
and distribution of divorce-tax related materials, including his annual Federal Income
Tax Charts, dating back to 1977, which are
used today by lawyers, judges, accountants,
bankers and financial planners. Joe was also a
prolific writer, who was frequently published
in law Journals, including the American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. From
2000-2008 Mr. DuCanto wrote “All in the
Family,” a monthly column for the Chicago
Lawyer, where he critically examined many
newly issued cases, movements, trends and
ideas in the practice of family law. Ultimately,
a collection of these articles was published
in book form.
= James J. Cerone
James J. Cerone, brother of late member
Tommy and Marilyn Passeri, cousin of members Jack and his daughter Jill (Judge) passed
away in the fall. Our thoughts and prayers are
with his family.
= Nunzio Antonio “Jim” Giambalvo
Nunzio Antonio “Jim” Giambalvo, 99, of
Singer Island, FL, passed away on February 2,
2013. Known as G.A., he was the first Italian
– American president of the Chicago Bar Association. He is survived by his wife, Barbara;
son, Paul Giambalvo; two grandsons, David
and Brian and three great – grandchildren.
He had been a senior partner in the Bodell,
Sears, Sugrue, Giambalvo & Crowley law firm
and later as Of Counsel to McBride Baker &
Coles. He was past President of the National
Council of Catholic Men, he was a fellow of
the American College of Trail Lawyers and a
member of the Board of Trustees of DePaul
University, and a Professor of Law in the
DePaul College of Law.
= Louis Francis DaPrato
Louis Francis DaPrato,90. DaPrato was the
founder of DaPrato Travel Service, Employee
of the State of Illinois, Past President of
Mazzini Verdi Club, member and past president of the Lucchesi Nel Mondo Association
and Italian Chamber of Commerce. Founder
and first president of G. Pascoli Benevolent
Society.
= Anthony G. “Tony” Scariano
The Scariano, Himes and Petrarca, Chtd. law
firm pays tribute to the memory of its long time
leading lawyer, Anthony G. “Tony” Scariano,
who passed away on December 26, 2012. A
nationally recognized school attorney, Tony
leaves behind a professional legacy that few
in his field can match. Of course, this is the
son of our illustrious, late, Senior Statesman
and Justinian Tony Scariano.

Justinian Society of Lawyers
Golf Outing
Wednesday, June 5, 2013
Bloomingdale Golf Club
(181 Glen Ellyn Rd., Bloomingdale)

2013 President Hon. Robert Bertucci
Committee Co-Chairs:

Sam Tornatore y Vince Vidmer
Richard Caldarazzo y Franco Coladipietro
Golf & Dinner — $150 Per Person y $600 Per Foursome

Dinner Only — $ 50 Per Person

k
k
k
k

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND AND SOCIETY OPERATING BUDGET
Includes golf, cart, full lunch with beverages, clubhouse locker room, dinner and prizes
Gift for every player
Raffle
Par three, hole-in-one, and other prizes!

Registration starts at 10:00 AM; Lunch to follow — Shotgun start at 11 AM sharp!
Cocktails at 4:30 PM — Dinner at 5:30 PM — Raffle and prizes following.
Name: _________________________________________________________
Company: ________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________
Telephone:

(_____)__________ E-Mail _____________________________

No. Golf & Dinner Tickets: ______________ No. Dinner Only Tickets: ____________
Names of players (if available):
X__________________________________Y__________________________________
Z__________________________________[__________________________________
Enclosed is my check in amount of $_____________
RSVP BY May 24 — NO RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED WITHOUT PREPAYMENT
Please make checks payable to The Justinian Society and mail to:
Nina Albano Vidmer | P.O. Box 3217 | Oak Brook | IL 60522 | (708) 338-0760
PAY ONLINE AT WWW.JUSTINIANS.ORG - SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE! GREAT MARKETING TOOL!
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Justinian Society of Lawyers
P.O. Box 3217
Oak Brook, IL 60523

J U STIN IAN S O CIE T Y CAL END AR 2013
U p c o m ing Ev e nt s
Thursday, April 18
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner

NOMINATION OF OFFICERS MEETING
437 Rush
437 North Rush Street, Chicago

WEDNESDAY, May 15
6:00 p.m. Cocktails
7:00 p.m. Dinner

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS MEETING
Gibson’s Bar & Steakhouse
1028 North Rush Street, Chicago

WEDNESDAY, June 5
10:00 a.m. Registration
11:00 a.m. Shotgun Start
4:30 p.m. Cocktails
5:30 p.m. Dinner

GOLF OUTING
Bloomingdale Golf Club
181 Glen Ellyn Road, Bloomingdale

For reservations, and online payment, please visit www.justinians.org, or call 708.441.4119.
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